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How to Use this Table
Step 1
Use columns 1 – 7 to summarise the key points of the publication in terms of chosen categories, such as: 
· research question/issue being investigated, 
· scope of investigation/research (e.g. group(s) being investigated, size of sample, country or locality in which research was undertaken, etc.),
· methodology,
· theoretical framework, and 
· major findings
Students should not expect to fill all boxes on the template. They might, for example, only become aware of the theoretical framework sometime after first reading the text, once they can reflect back in the light of additional reading and increasing knowledge. They can then simply go back and add the missing information to the template. 
Step 2: How am I borrowing, building on them? 
The summary from Step 1 provides the beginning point for students’ own critical reflection on the relationship of their own project to the texts they are reviewing. In this step, ask your student to add two new columns to the worksheet; borrowing and building; and indicate the ways in which their study is borrowing from/building on each reviewed text as specifically as they can.   
By acknowledging the work of others in this way, they will be positioning their own work in relation to the literature (existing knowledge). This provides an opportunity for supervisors to have focused discussions with students on the relationship of their own research area with what is in the literature. 



Step 3: How am I going beyond text? 
As they become more familiar with the literature and begin to refine their own particular research question, students and supervisors can start specifying how the student’s study goes beyond or differs from what’s in each reviewed text.  In this step, ask your student to add a new column to the worksheet; beyond; and fill in where possible. In doing this, students will again be positioning their own work in relation to the literature, but now also pointing to what is new and original about their work vis‐à‐vis the literature (existing knowledge). 
Step 4: What is the significance of my new knowledge, in terms of issue, scope, methodology, theory or findings? 
As simply saying something is different from what’s already in the literature is not sufficient, students and supervisors can together explore further questions, such as: 
· Why do we need this new information? 
· How will it be significant? 
· How might this new knowledge change the way we think about what we can read in the existing literature? 
· Will the project provide new theoretical or methodological insights? 
· Will it have practical as well as intellectual outcomes? 
· Will it cause people to think about the issue in a new way?
Adapted from Roberts, L (2015) Guide for new supervisors of Honours and coursework dissertation students. 
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