Emma Williams.
Text one
In countries such as Iceland, the importance of children playing outdoors is denoted. Government papers which discuss both the importance and benefits of children playing outdoors, were used, and taken into consideration. 
The curriculum guidelines place a high emphasis on using the outdoors as a learning environment for children. This is where children can grasp the concept of the natural world in which surrounds them. Whist surrounding themselves in this environment, children also reap the health benefits of fresh air and exercise. Norodahl and Johannesson (2014), both agreed that children enjoy surrounding themselves in this environment and it allows children to have the opportunity to think positively about the natural world.
The concept of outdoor learning has been used in Iceland for many years. Children aged between one and six play outside everyday whereas children aged between six and sixteen, can play outside with their peers during scheduled break times. It is unknown what the content of teaching staff at the school will teach the children during these outdoor sessions, this will vary depending on the teacher. However, teachers in Iceland are using the outdoors as an educational experience for children and in the capital of Iceland, Reykjavik, this is as high as seventy percent (Oladottir,2008). the extent of the content of what is learned during these sessions is unknown and will vary on the teacher. 
Reference list:
Noradahl, K. and Johannesson, I. (2014) ‘Icelandic teachers’ views of using 
the outdoors’ Education 3-13: International Journal of Primary, Elementary 
and Early Years Education. Vol 44, No. 4, September 2014, 391-406.

Text two
This essay will discuss the topic of forest schools. The Forest School Network states that “it is an inspirational process that offers children, young people and adults’ regular opportunities to achieve and develop confidence and self-esteem though hands on learning experiences in a woodland environment” (O'Brien & Murray, 2006). Children spend a lot of time indoors and the public are concerned that children are unable to visit outdoor woodlands and green spaces like their parents or predecessors. This could be due to the possible fear of litigation and health and safety factors that could potentially arise from such activities. Ward Thompson, et al., agree that if children do not go out when they are young then they will not when they reach adulthood and thus miss out on the physical and emotional benefits of being surrounded in nature. The Welsh government are encouraging schools and teachers, to engage in outdoor activities such as forest school because outdoor learning is very different from learning in the environment of a classroom, especially in the foundation phase (Welsh assembly Government, 2009).  
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1. If you fail to acknowledge the source of your information in academic 
writing, you could be accused of _________? Why is it important that 
students avoid this? 
It is important to include the source of information in academic writing because if any information that has been used has not been referenced, then you could be accused of plagiarism. Plagiarism is the use of someone else’s work without their consent. Using their ideas, theories or paraphrasing without acknowledging the source of where the information was obtained from.  This could result in a loss of marks from not referencing correctly to being accused of plagiarism which is “treated very seriously, and plagiarised work is usually disqualified” (Cottrell, 2013, p. 177).
2. You only have to reference when you use a direct quotation. Is this True 
or False? Explain your answer. 
False. You must reference for direct quotations; this is when you cite directly from a text using the exact same words that have been used by the author. When using a Non direct quotes which are used to summarise a text or quotation in your own words, this also requires referencing to be used. 
3. Wikipedia is a good place to search for information for your academic 
assignments. Explain, with reasons and supporting literature, whether you 
believe this statement is true or false.
Wikipedia can be used to form a basic understanding and “it can be a useful starting place when researching a topic however it is advisable to use with caution for assignments” (Cottrell, 2013, p. 163) I believe Wikipedia is not a good place to directly cite from. The main reason for this is because Wikipedia can be updated and amended by anyone, and this can lead to incorrect information being updated onto the website. This questions the credibility of supporting literature and/or citations used as it is “unmediated, un-peer reviewed and unchecked source and some of the information is wrong” (Wilcox, 2019, p. 159). If using Wikipedia, it could be beneficial to refer to the references used within the topic that is being researched and to gather further information using the Wikipedia reference list for these academic assignments.  
4. Write a set of instructions which could be included in a referencing guide 
which explains how to present a very long quotation. 
When referencing it is important to clarify which style of referencing you are required to use as there several referencing styles that can be used. At the University of Wales Trinity Saint David there are four recommended referencing styles used. These are APA (American Psychological Assiociation), Havard, IEEE (Institute of Electronics and Engineers) and MHRA (Modern Humanities Research Association). Below are a set of instructions for use when citing a long quotation using the Havard referencing style. 
When presenting a long quotation, it is important to write the quote in a separate indented paragraph. As the paragraph is indented, quotation marks are not required. 
The authors surname, date and page number if referencing from a book or journal, is required, and placed in brackets with the relevant punctuation proceeding the bracket. An example of this is shown below:
(Wilcox, Williams, 2033).
If a text reference has been used, a referencing page will need to be compiled. This is where further information is placed about the source. This is where the surname is written followed by initial of Christian name, title of the book or document used, publishers’ location, publishers name is written. An example of this is shown below:
Wilcox, G. (2019). The undergraduate research handbook. London: Red globe press. 
If there are two authors then you place the two surnames together (Wilcox, Williams,2033)
If there are three or more authors then you need to place the word et al after the first author (Wilcox et al., 2033) in the text. When the reference list is compiled, it is important to list all of the authors names and omit the use of et.,al. 

5. Explain how you can begin to conduct research for an academic 
assignment. Identify five sources which would be acceptable for academic 
study
When conducting research for an academic proposal, it is important to plan. This is to ensure that the assignment is answered correctly, you do not go off on a tangent and you have a good under pinning knowledge of the subject in question. The key to this is planning and knowing where to look for the material. This can include a planning brainstorm, clarifying what information is required and relevant for the academic assignment in hand. Note taking, focus reading, literature search or using specialist material such as reports are further tools that required to plan what research to undertake to enable the selection of  the correct material. It is crucial to plan before conducting research so that the correct academic sources have been gathered to back up what you have written whilst using and “identifying sources which are directly relevant to the purpose” (Cottrell, 2013, p. 154). Planning can save time and can ensure that a good range of research can be gathered and as a result a wider understanding and breadth of knowledge can be gained prior to undertaking the assignment in question. 
When selecting material to be used in the assignment, it is very important that relevant academic sources are used such as textbooks, journals, and credible websites for example, as this allows for both a solid and broad understanding of the subject in question. “Statistics, records, images, sounds texts and text extracts can be used as primary sources, properly referenced” (Wilcox, 2019, p. 159). Secondary sources such as journal articles or extracts from books, videos use primary sources and can be treated “as if they were of the same trustworthiness as any hardcopy source would be” (Wilcox, 2019, p. 159). 
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