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Throughout, this research project, it will be mentioning the contemporary concerns that the Muslim communities face within England and Wales by looking at their religious identities and religious practices and how they have responded to the demands and pressure facing the community, through literature and research which has been found to help highlight these concerns. There will be a discussion of the education and gender issues faced by Muslim people also touching on the subject of radicalisation and the media representation and how this will force the community to respond to these through the medium of their identities and their religious practices. 

The idea of religious identity can be described in many ways by many different people, it can mean something to someone and something else to another person, religious identity can be interpreted in various different ways. This has led to a gateway for two definitions of what religious identity could mean, from the book Get Set for Religious Studies and the writing of Farid Panjwani, firstly Get Set for Religious Studies states ‘Identity has increasingly become a key category for human-self-understanding, nowhere more so than in looking at the role of religions in the world.[footnoteRef:1]’ The second definition of religious identity comes from an internet resource mentioning religious identity in relation to Islam and Muslims, stating ‘by using religious identity to interpret and classify the diverse group of people who are now increasingly called ‘Muslims,’ religion supplants the prior categorisations of ethnicity, race, or nationality.[footnoteRef:2]’ This could mean that Muslims within England and Wales might feel like their religions give them more of an identity than say someone without a religion, and their religious identity is a part of who they are as a person. Furthermore, a Muslim’s religious identity might be enhanced by the religious practices they have within their lives, for instance dress codes, women who wear head dresses might feel like this again whilst carrying out a religious practice they are viewing their head dresses as a symbol of their religious identity, this will be looked into further later on in the report. Religious practices can be easily defined as something a Muslim does in order to show their faith for instance fasting, also going to the mosque to show their love and devotion to Allah. The way religious identity and religious practices might affect the Muslims who live in England and Wales is that they might want to show extra devotion to Allah for not going on pilgrimages, also with current affairs they might want to go to the mosque to seek guidance and help for the with backlash the community has been facing over the current months, therefore this gives them a deeper sense of religious identity and showing people that they have strong roots with their religious practices.  [1:  Get Set for Religious Studies -page 98. - https://ebookcentral-proquest-com.ezproxy.uwtsd.ac.uk/lib/trinity/reader.action?docID=264972&query [accessed 01/05/18] 
]  [2:  https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/03054985.2017.1354585 [accessed 01/05/18] 
] 


Brief background on Muslims in England and Wales, the roots of the Muslim community can be seen in England and Wales, before the year 1940, on specific case of this is in Bute Town an area within Cardiff. During 1943 there was a ‘mosque re-dedication after being bombed in Blitz.[footnoteRef:3]’ the origins of the Muslim community in the UK can be seen during the 19th century within ‘several ports; for instance, Cardiff, London, South Shields and Tyneside.[footnoteRef:4]’ During the late 19th century the Muslim community started to grow within Cardiff there was boarding houses which was owned by Yemenis, during World War 1 there was a high demand for people who worked on boats, sailors and so on. However, this gave rise to prejudice through acts of racism and during 1919 there was race riots throughout of Cardiff, during this year there was also an increase of unemployment. However, in ‘1936, there was 6 mosques linked to boarding houses.[footnoteRef:5]’ A main point is that many early Muslim communities did not have any central place for prayer, there was hardly any Imam’s to lead the prayer and there has been evidence to show that with the community’s development and the growing numbers due to conversion there was mosques being built. There are some reasons why Muslim people chose to stay within England and Wales and the rest of the UK; these were mainly down to their: [3:  Gary Bunts lecture [accessed 01/05/18]
]  [4:  Gary Bunts lecture [accessed 01/05/18]
]  [5:  Gary Bunts lecture [accessed 01/05/18]
] 


· rights to a home and business opportunities
· shifting cultural patterns
·  ‘networks; family, patronage[footnoteRef:6]’  [6:  Gary Bunts lecture [accessed 01/05/18] ] 

·  ‘British education[footnoteRef:7]’  [7:  Gary Bunts lecture [accessed 01/05/18]] 

· ‘crises; war, class-clan conflicts[footnoteRef:8]’  [8:  Gary Bunts lecture [accessed 01/05/18]] 


There also are some issues by staying in the UK, these issues are concerned with their identity in relation to being Muslim and living in a predominantly Christian place. The identity issues Muslim people had to contend with were being an individual, family, community and national, still to this day Muslim people are still feeling like they have to fight with these issues of identity.  Some other issues that the Muslim community have to cope with is how do they keep Islam alive and true to the cultural and traditional ways that their elders are used to, the way the community has fought to preserve Islam is that they change the way they do things to celebrate their religion the same, the ideas and their way of life the same, but they have just changed location, they do not feel like they should change anything. Another identity issue is that how can they access ‘Islamic knowledge,[footnoteRef:9]’ for instance their access to Islamic education and practices, whilst they do not live in the origin of the country which Islam was founded how do they carry through the knowledge that they have learnt before? The Muslim community have asked for Islamic schools also through texts and through the help of a strong community and their teachings. The reaction of these issues from the Muslim community is as follows; [9:  Gary Bunts lecture [accessed 01/05/18]] 



· through different interpretations of Islam, 
· ‘fear: assimilation and loss of identity[footnoteRef:10]’  [10:  Gary Bunts lecture [accessed 01/05/18]] 

· ‘fear: informs decision making processes and reactions to UK circumstances[footnoteRef:11]’  [11:  Gary Bunts lecture [accessed 01/05/18]] 


The report is next going to briefly touch on the concerns of the 20th century which the Muslim community have to resist is radicalisation and the media representation of the Muslim community. Whilst covering these topics during the module it was extremely interesting to gather information about said topics, however both of these topics as interesting as they are to study, they are a scary reality for the Muslim community, striking fear into their lives, anticipating the backlash from the wider community and living in fear that themselves will be held accountable. The Muslim community might feel a great amount of shame, which could be impacting on their religious identities due to the fact people are killing others in the name of Allah, however the Muslim community might feel as if those people committing these acts are in fact not part of the Muslim community and might not be part of the Islamic faith at all, for instance elders from a mosque in Southall ‘are seen denouncing the group’s actions – tearing Isis flags and pro-jihadist banners from their picket lines,[footnoteRef:12]’ also another man is quoted as saying “this guy is not a Muslim, he is giving Islam a bad name.[footnoteRef:13]” The Muslim community might want to show the wider community that they do not stand with the people who commit these crimes as it states above, the Muslim community might want the wider community to see that their faith has nothing to do with what the people who have committed these crimes has done instead they want people to blame the people committing these horrendous acts and not their religion. The media also has a hindering effect on the Muslim community, mainly because of the titles they use for news stories, for instance instead of saying Isis (or other attacks) they use the title a Muslim. Therefore again this could bring a sense of shame over the Muslim community and they might feel like they are being grouped together with the people who are committing these crimes and therefore bringing a bad image overall on their religious identities, this might also have an impact on their religious practices by them living in fear of backlash from the wider community, they might leave to go into the wider community with their religious symbols, dress codes and so on in fear of being grouped with a small sector of people who want to do harm to others.  [12:  https://www.independent.co.uk/news/uk/home-news/watch-the-moment-ordinary-muslims-shut-down-jihadis-trying-to-spread-radical-message-outside-mosques-a6823141.html [accessed 01/05/18] 
]  [13:  https://www.independent.co.uk/news/uk/home-news/watch-the-moment-ordinary-muslims-shut-down-jihadis-trying-to-spread-radical-message-outside-mosques-a6823141.html [accessed 01/05/18] 
] 


Another aspect of the module which was very attention-grabbing is gender issues and how homosexuality plays a role in a Muslim’s religious identity and religious practices. There is always a preconceived idea of the role of women in Islam, mainly streamed through the media, however the role of women in Islam is becoming more equal, the same as today’s society. Gender issues can be defined as ‘a set of controversial themes involving status determinants made on the basis of gender, sex differentiation, or inequality.[footnoteRef:14]’ Get Set for Religious Studies state that gender differences are ‘historical, social, cultural and religious perceptions of how women and men are different and how they should act in the world.[footnoteRef:15]’ Even though the wider community might have a preconceived notion about Muslim men and their ideas about women, the Qur’an and Hadith, spiritual texts speak about women in a positive and loving way, for instance  [14:  Gary Bunts lecture [accessed 01/05/18] ]  [15:  Get Set for Religious Studies – page 100. - https://ebookcentral-proquest-com.ezproxy.uwtsd.ac.uk/lib/trinity/reader.action?docID=264972&query= [accessed 01/05/18] 
] 


· “They (wives) are your garment, and you are theirs[footnoteRef:16]” (the Qur’an, 2.187).  [16:  Gary Bunts lecture [accessed 01/05/18]] 

·  “a girl has a greater right to decide about herself than her guardian.[footnoteRef:17]” (Hadith)  [17:  Gary Bunts lecture [accessed 01/05/18]] 

· “The best among you are those who are kindest to their wives.[footnoteRef:18]” (Hadith)  [18:  Gary Bunts lecture [accessed 01/05/18] ] 


Due to this the Muslim community might feel wary of how the wider community might feel because of what has been fed to them through the media for instance 

· Arranged marriages 
· Dress codes 

Arranged marriages has been spoken about within the media, but mainly focussing on dress codes, the wider community might think women are being forced to adhere to the dress codes however many Muslim women are fighting back in recent years, a picture which had a quote on it intrigued my opinions of everything that has been said in the media about Muslim women and dress codes the quote states ‘never think of a hijabi as an oppressed person. They might have more freedom than you do.[footnoteRef:19]’ This could mean that the Muslim women are speaking out as a response to demands/pressure from people who think they have no freedom in whether they wear a hijab or not. However, on the other hand Yasmin Alibhai-Brown wrote a piece which is titled ‘As a Muslim Woman, I see the veil as a rejection of progressive values.[footnoteRef:20]’ Alibhai-Brown states that she is a practising Shia Muslim, she then goes onto say that ‘women I respect and like wear hijabs and jilbabs to articulate their faith and identity. Others do so to follow their dreams, to go into higher education or jobs. An increasing number are making a political statement.[footnoteRef:21]”  [19:  Gary Bunts lecture [accessed 01/05/18]]  [20:  https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2015/mar/20/muslim-woman-veil-hijab [accessed 01/05/18] 
]  [21:  https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2015/mar/20/muslim-woman-veil-hijab [accessed 01/05/18] 
] 


One case of a homosexual male Muslim is Sohail Ahmed, 23. The document said he was brought up in a ‘hard line Islamist household.[footnoteRef:22]’ Due to these views Sohail said that he was a ‘virulent homophobe who was also gay.[footnoteRef:23]’ The views of extremist Islam would haunt Sohail every day because he stated that his religious beliefs made him feel such guilt that he ‘truly felt like dying.[footnoteRef:24]’ Sohail also states that because he was so pious and wanted to show his love for Allah he thought about a bomb attack in Canary Wharf, because he attracted to the same-sex his self-hatred grew stronger every day, due to the fact that he felt like he could not have a homosexual title as part of his identity, then mixing with his religious identity, made things more difficult. Further on in the article Sohail’s father found homosexual content on his computer and he said that Sohail was ‘worse than a dog.[footnoteRef:25]’ Sohail continues by saying Muslims who are part of LGBT as a response to pressures from their community are scared to speak out in fear of ‘social ostracism to violence and very believable threats of death, the cost of speaking out is extremely heavy.[footnoteRef:26]’  [22:  https://www.vice.com/en_uk/article/nn9qgb/gay-hardline-islamist-sohail-486 [accessed 02/05/18]]  [23:  https://www.vice.com/en_uk/article/nn9qgb/gay-hardline-islamist-sohail-486 [accessed 02/05/18]]  [24:  https://www.vice.com/en_uk/article/nn9qgb/gay-hardline-islamist-sohail-486 [accessed 02/05/18]]  [25:  https://www.vice.com/en_uk/article/nn9qgb/gay-hardline-islamist-sohail-486 [accessed 02/05/18]]  [26:  https://www.vice.com/en_uk/article/nn9qgb/gay-hardline-islamist-sohail-486 [accessed 02/05/18]] 


To conclude, this report has outlined contemporary concerns for the Muslim community and how they have responded to the pressures and demands of these concerns. 
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