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Key to abbreviations used in your 

essay feedback 
 Punct. = Faulty punctuation 

 Grammar = Faulty grammar 

 Sp. = spelling mistake and / or typo 

 Poor exp. = poor expression (please work on 

improving your written English) 

 Language too colloquial = avoid colloquial 

language and slang terms and expressions 

(e.g. DO NOT use phrases or terms such as 

‘this issue is black and white’) 



Improvement of your Writing Style and 

Presentation 
 If you see any of these abbreviations in your 

essay, please note the following tips for 

improvement: 

 Write your essay in good time to allow 

checking and proofreading. 

 Proofread your essay carefully before 

submitting it. 

 General: read as many books as possible 

(academic and non-academic).  You will notice 

the improvement in your writing style! 



Key to abbreviations used in your 

essay: references  

 Ref. = full reference needed in the text of your 

essay. 

 Refs. = full references needed in the text of your 

essay. 

 Evidence? = You need to provide evidence 

from ancient and, possibly, modern sources to 

support your arguments or assertions. 

 Examples? = You need to provide examples to 

support your arguments or assertions. 



References 

 Good referencing in your essay and other 

coursework is absolutely essential in order to 

avoid the dangers of plagiarism. 

 Good referencing helps to support and illustrate 

(with evidence) your arguments, points, analysis 

and assertions. 

 Good referencing allows the reader to check the 

evidence used to support your argument(s) so 

that they can make up their own mind 

(therefore, it encourages intellectual freedom). 



Correct Referencing 

 Please read and refer to the School of Classics 

Reference Guidance Handbook 2011-12 for 

further guidance, advice and instructions. 



 

 

 

 

Questions? 


