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Frefnce

f\e culture of a per:plc, the totaliry of their creativity and intellect, has
tnany components.'L'hese include aesthetics, behaviors, beliefs, biases, con-
r.entions, cust$ms, desires, emcticns, fatls, fashir:ns, forms, habits, incline-
dclns, manners, r:rrxle$, mere$, paracJigms, pattern$! pracrices, pretlistrxrsi-
lions, prel'crences, styles, superstitions, tastes, traits, values, and ways. Cul-
ture is more fJran a little arbi*ary; at rimes, it is even imatior:al. Culrure is
also somerhing pertaining to cthers, something alien and exatic in the
behavir:r of other people for us to study and r+'onder at.

Our own r+'ays, of cour$s| seem to us natural, inevitable, and beyond
question. At the pinnacle ol eiur culrure is nur sciencc" Its nafurs ancl
colrtent, when we think about them at rll, presumably are dictated try an
underlying factual universe increasingly disccverable tly erperiment and
ai:servation. In such a universe, al,l account of aur cosmolog.v*-c]ur under*
standing of the organization anrl evolurion of the uniyerss*would consist
*f little mr:re rhan a snaigh$crrward listing of known facts.

Yet we rr{ not entirely unrwarc that we, too, have a culture, jusr as
othcr peoples have. Correspondingly, our science, although more subjcct
to empirical test than are many c{our other intelle$ual cr:earions, must alsc
be recognized *s part of our cuiture, and as an intellectual creadon worthy
*f srudy as such. Once cr:smology is thought af in this manner, we have
*pened r:ne *t the 6;rentest *f hunran nchievemen[s to annlysis *nd to an
ir:creased appreciation.

Just as the recognition of arbitrary sr:cial convention$ in t}e cultures of
*ther per:ples can furnish us with a more prcductive perspective from
which to vicw cur own behavior, a study of the casmologies of r:ther pecples
can help us rec*glnize our own casmology for rhe intellecrual crsation that
it is. 

'I'he 
r*plircement of initiri oblivitiusness to familiar aspscts of onc's

nwn culture by astnnishmeng and somctjmes even by outrase to the point
of action, is nc't unheard of; awakened or heightened sensiriviry often fol-
lcws from expr:sure to a familiar object or cnnelition in a new setring.
Ilenry Geor61e, a&er visiting New York, where he was shocked by tlie
contrast berwe*n mclnstrous wealth and tlebasing want! rsturrtr:d home tct
ilillitbrnia, where he dso perceived an unjust disnibutir:n of wealth and
riorcrte Prc,gre.rs and Paaerty. Munwhile, Edward Bellamy, a resident of the
sastern United States, was about tc publish l,aol<ing Backuard, his solution
for the problems of political ancl social inequaliry, after a cnnsciousness-
raising tour of urban, slums in (iermany, whr:r$ die extent and conse-
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