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Preface

The culture of a people, the totality of their creativity and intellect, has

many components. T hese include aesthetics, behaviors, beliefs, biases, con-
ventions, customs, desires, emotions, fads, fashions, forms, habits, inclina~
tions, manners, modes, mores, paradigms, patterns, practices, predisposi-
tons, preferences, styles, superstitions, tastes, traits, values, and ways. Cul-
ture is more than a lirtle arbitrary; at times, it is even irrational, Culture is
also something pertaining to others, something alien and exotic in the
behavior of other people for us to study and wonder at.

Our own ways, of course, seem to us natural, inevitable, and beyond

question. At the pinnacle of our culture is our science. Its nature and
content, when we think about them at all, presumably are dictated by an
underlying factual universe increasingly discoverable by experiment and
observation. In such a universe, an account of our cosmology—our under-
standing of the organization and evolution of the universe—would consist
of little more than a straightforward listing of known facts.
Yet we are not entirely unaware that we, too, have a culture, just as
other peoples have. Correspondingly, our science, although more subject
to empirical test than are many of our other intellectual creations, must also
be recognized as part of our culture, and as an intellectual creation worthy
of study as such. Once cosmology is thought of in this manner, we have
opened one of the greatest of human achievements to analysis and to an
increased appreciation,

Justas the recognition of arbitrary social conventions in the cultures of
other peoples can furnish us with a more productive perspective from
which to view our own behavior, a study of the cosmologies of other peoples
can help us recognize our own cosmology for the intellectual creation that
it 1s. The replacement of initdal obliviousness to familiar aspects of one’s
own culture by astonishment, and sometimes even by cutrage to the point
of action, is not unheard of; awakened or heightened sensitivity often fol-
lows from exposure to a familiar object or condition in a new setting.
Henry George, after visiting New York, where he was shocked by the
contrast between monstrous wealth and debasing want, returned home to
California, where he also perceived an unjust distribution of wealth and
wrote Progress and Poverty. Meanwhile, Edward Bellamy, a resident of the
eastern United States, was about to publish Looking Backward, his solution
for the problems of political and social inequality, after a consciousness-
raising tour of urban slums in Germany, where the extent and conse-
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