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Essay- Legal Issues- Fire Safety in the Hotel Industry
Hotels are by nature primarily transient residential properties. The security of people who are accommodated should be prime concern in term of accidents like fire risks. The occupants might not be aware of developing such incidents, might be confused and not understand the alert to emergency as well. Unfamiliar surroundings, heating & cooking equipment and smoking in rooms increase the risk of fie occurrence (Walker, 2016). According to IFSS (International Fire Safety Standards), here are some key common principals to be applied by the properties to serve the public interest and protect lives. The first is prevention which is safeguarding efficiently against the fire outbreak for limiting its adverse effects. Second is detection & communication that includes investigation and discover of the fire by following the fire services. Third is occupant protection and hotel must help the guests escape from the possible effects of fire. Containment is limiting the fire along with its consequences to as smaller space as possible. Finally, there is extinguishment where the responsible individuals have to suppress the fire in order to protect the surrounding environment (Gibson, 2019). 
Besides following the common principals, the hotel management has certain responsibilities to ensure fire safety of the guests, employees and assets in the hotel premises. A written statement should be issues including the hotels policy regarding Fire control & safety to the staffs. The management must observe all the required fire precautions for instance; fire escaping gateways, gas mask, fire extinguishers etc on regular basis. Every employee should have knowledge of raising an alarm in case of any fire occurrence and use the basic firefighting equipment (Trust B.R.E. 2015). Instructions regarding the do’s and don’ts should be permanently posted in the inner side of every guest room entrance door. The instructions should include the floor map showing the escape ways, staircases, exit doors etc. The housekeeping management should be responsible to ensure that guest rooms are free from any fire igniting substance, no escape routes get blocked in any way and all the fire doors are always kept in closed area (Clifton, 2012). These should be on housekeeping staffs checklist on regular basis so that no harmful or hazardous situation arises in the property. 
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