Advice for Applied Qualitative students on Assignment 1. 20 April 2021
Thank you for all the feedback and comments on the assignment tasks.
There is an understandable scope for confusion or fear of duplication when looking at Blog 1 and 2.
Blog 1: An evaluation of the strengths and weaknesses of qualitative approaches to research in a particular topic in the context of other methods, establishing this approach in the spectrum of research methodologies. Analysis of this topic and its viability for quantitative approaches. 
For your 3 blogs (mini reports) it might be good to choose one particular topic, for all 3. It does not have to be the one you plan to do. This will mean that you can refer back to previous blogs, to avoid duplication. Fore example if you are discussing some strengths of the qualitative approach in your topic in Blog 1, when comparing it with other methods, you can refer the reader back to this discussion, in Blog 2, giving yourself more space to go into depth on the actual design of your qualitative research project planned.

If you choose a topic and have already decided that you will use qualitative methods, it will be interesting to learn from you why you think this is best.
If you have chosen a topic and have already decided to use quantitative methods, it will be interesting to see why you have rejected the qualitative approach.
Blog 1 is really about the general comparison with other research approaches, particularly qualitative methods.
You can take your topic and do a general for and against approach, to evaluate what is the best one. Blog 2 asks you to go into depth on the type of qualitative approach you might use.
In other words, qualitative tends to be good for getting close to the subject, gaining deeper understanding of the case. It can incorporate emotions, feelings, signs, pictures, very different interpretations, context for events and many difficult to measure things. These need to be justified. We do not just make it all up in a subjective way. The demands for validity and reliability remain but are often seen as challenged by this methodology.
Quantitative approaches are the traditional scientific method, which social sciences try to copy. They give more certainty, measurement can make research more objective, it allows hypothesis testing and theoretical model development based on statistical testing. However in our subjects we are dealing with people, who are sometimes difficult to measure in this way, unlike other animals or non-living subjects. Some have challenged the reality of the statistical objectivity of this approach science researcher/cultural bias may intrude even at early stages in measuring and constructing working hypotheses.
Blog 2: Identification of strengths and limitations of various qualitative research methods, designs and techniques in the context of your chosen topic for application. 
Blog 2 asks you to go into depth on the type of qualitative approach you might use.
Your topic may be better studied by conducting interviews. If so what sort? What sort of prompt questions will you use? What type of atmosphere will you try to create? What training do you have to be successful? How will you record and analyse the data?
· Interactive
· Online
· Face to Face
· Recorded digitally.
· Status of researcher and respondent.
· All have different implications.

What about Content Analysis, Experimentation, Action research, Focus groups and all the other qualitative methods? You need to think about them if only to reject them. However reject for objective logical reasons.
Blog 3: Derivation of a suitable and viable approach to researching your chosen topic, incorporating qualitative inquiry, data collection and analysis planning.  The plan should identify strengths and weaknesses linked to possible validity, reliability and ethical risk outcomes, including your plan to eliminate or reduce the negative features.
From your discussions in Blogs 1 and 2, you can set out a more detailed plan for your qualitative approach. This should include avoiding all the problems of the disadvantages identified in Blogs 1 and 2 and working on the strengths to get useful, meaningful analysis and conclusions.

“ In Blog 1 the problem of testing hypotheses was identified, however interviews discussed in Blog 2 were seen as the most relevant approach, answers could be evaluated in a statistical way……………”

You might also conclude that you plan to incorporate mixed methods to try to get the best of both traditions, however, do say how you avoid the worst aspects of them.
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