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Contested Landscapes:
Medieval to Present Dayt

'l-lre 
Currrbales, who live in the Bolivian Andes, sa1,':

Altltouglt events occurred in llte post, A)e live tlrcir consequences todalt a111

ntust act upotr tltenr now. \lhat htls alreadl, <tccurred is in fiont of us, because
that is tvhere il catt be corrected.

J.  Rappaport  1988

Introduction

On a small, heavily populated, down-at-heel, off-shore island, with
illusions about its position in the worid, the past can become oppressive.
Fay Weldon, in her Letter to Laura (7984;, describes what it is like to
l ive in a country with too mucl-r  past,  too l i t t le present:

Every acre of this tinl', derrsely populated land of ours has been observed,
considered, valued, reckoned, pondered over,  owned, bought,  solcl ,
hedged - and there's a dead man buried under ever), hedge, you know.
He died of starvation, and his cfii ldren too, because the common land
w a s  e n c l o s e d ,  h e d g e c i ,  t a k e n  f r o r n  h i m  . . .  T h e  p a s t . . .  i s . s e r i o u s .

She is descr ibing an Engl ish, rather than a Scott ish or Welsh landscape,
one in which, at  least f rom medieval t imes, armed intervent ions were
short-lived, where appropriations - and contestations - were somewhat
more subt ly negot iatecl .  She gets the sense of the ' terr ible beautv'  to be
founcl in many such landscapes, the tension tretween the pleasure
gained from a worked-over,  l ived-in landscape ancl the uneasv know-

l .  1 ' h i s chap te randC ihap te r6 f i r s t appea red in l , o t t d . t ( d l ( ,  1 ' o l i l i c s t t r u l  P ( , / . r l . . 1 l r 1 , r ( l t ) 93 )

w l r i c l r  I  ed i t ec l .
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l ec lge  o f  what  the  work i l rg  and l i v ing  o f ten  invo lved;  the  wav the
' l i i s to r ica l  roo ted l ress '  o f  t l re  Lng l i sh  landscape,  the  seenr ing  s lo lv
evt i l r i t ion, has st-rr ,eci  to disguise a proprietor ial  pal intpsest,  the working
or.r t  oi  a long historrr  of  c lass relat ior- ts.

Not just the lalrc l ,  br-r t  the'n 'erv word' larrdscape'has often Lreen used
as though i t 'be l ( )nSS' to  a  par t i cu la r  c lass .  ILecent l l 'B r i t i sh  Ra i l  pu t  u1r
t \ 'v()  I l r terci lv posters for First  Class travel.  One of them begarr with the
tn ' r t rd -s :  ' fhe  on lv  Constab le  yor r ' l l  see  a t  a  i tu l t c l red  mi les  an  hour . . . '' l 'he 

assunrpt iorr  rvas clear:  those who ntatter l<nor,v who Constal t le is,
t l tose rn'ho rnight be confused b1'a seeminglv obscr-rre reference to t l ie
forces of larv arrd order rvi l l  not get the joke and clo ncrt  matter.  Ti te
othcr poster,  rel t roduceci in Figure 18, shows a quiet landscape, ntono-
tone, alrrrc lst  nt()n( l tonous, acceptable tc i  those who knovt '  l io l t '  (and
calr  af ford) to appleciate the unclerstatement -  and those desirous of
joining their  rani<s. l t  is a view from a windorv. You are the observer.  I t
is rrot  ycrtrr  lancl  but i t  is certainly sonlt ,otre,s iand. The f ields are
cult i r :ated, Lrut the cul t ivators ancl their  machinerv are l tot  v is ible.  Yorr
coulcl  perhaps viern'  i t  as an 'old '  landscape wit i r  the tree and t l -re hedge
stancl ing for sorrething stable ancl unciranging. Or vou migl-r t  v iew i t
as  a 'new' landscape in  l vh ich ,  in  fac t ,  r los t  o f  the  hedges have been
gr ubbecl r,rp to rnake wav I'or 'econornies of scale' arrd agribrrsiness. l-here
is perhaps, for those in the First  Class, a sat isfactorv el is ion l retween
old and ne\{ so that the changes associatecl  with a mcinetar ist  c l imate
are referenced on svurbols of stabi l i t r ,and t l te old order -  the old tree -
anci thereb\,  gain legi t intac\ ' .

h ' r  this chapter,  worl . ing r .v i th one sntal l  la lbei t  heavi l_v s1'rnbol ic l
c()nrer of t l re Engl is lr  Ianclscape, I  lvant to explore not onl) /  the di f ferent
r,vavs in which, over a period of several  t runcired vears, those with
ccon0nric anrl  pol i t ical  por 'ver arrd the necessary cr.r l tural  capital  l - rave
attemptecl ,  phvsical l t '  ancl  aest l ret ical lv,  to appropriate the landscape,
brrt  also l ron'  t l rese appropriat ions have l tecn contested bt '  those
errgaging l t i t l i  t l re lancl  in qtr i te di f ferent wavs. ln the f i rst  chapter I
srrggested that people's experience of the land is based on their  evervdav
attent jverress to the tasks in hand, the rout ines, their  relat ions to each
ot l re r ,  to  t l re i r  an ima ls  aud c rop-s ,  and to  t l ' re  wor ld  a round thent ,  bu t
t l rat  that engagenrent is also si taped b) ' t i re part icuiar i t_v of the histor ical
n tonrent .  [ ' he  decoup l i r rg  o f  ' th t  cu i tu ra ] ' f rom the  po l i t i ca l ,  and the
irrcl iv ic lual  f ronr tht ' larger histor ical  structures, f r i t rnd in recent post-
rnoc le rn  rv r i t ings ,  has  to  be  rcs is tec l  ( l -h r i f t  1991;  Jackson 1991) .  We
neec l  to  re ta i r r  t l re  coup l i r rg  rv l r i le  recc lgn is ing  t l te  cornp le . r i t v  o f
in te rac t io l rs ,  a r rc l  esche"v ing  anv  one rvav  car rsa l i t l ' .  \Ve  mav a lso ,  I Figure l8 Intercity travel poster
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bel ieve, retain t l le not iol ' r  of  l regernorr ic disccrulse. J 'here is,  in fact far
less cl i l l t ' rence i)etween Gramsci and FoucaLrl t  than people seern to
think, ancl  for l l te pLrrposes of t i - r is chapter i t  is inrportant to stress that
thost '  lv i th po\vef r , r ' i l l  at ternpt to impose part icr,r lar lvavs of doing and
seeing lvhich serve to disgr,r ise the lalrour process. However,  those with
po\ryer,  and the strategies they invoke, are not onl ,v r iven Lrf  i , - r ,arrrut
lact ion.s and tensions, l>r.r t  are depenclent upon some cleglee of accept-
ance bv those ' lv i thout '  power, ancJ rnust perforce take on board their
react iorrs,  contestat ions ancl subversions ( l larver '  1996: 44: Keesing
1!194; ' l ' l rompson ' l  q74; Wil l ianrs 1994).  Btr t  see Chagrter (r  for rnore on
t l r i s .

I la\ , ing stressecl that one can onl,v understancl the contestat ions and
appropriat ions of a lalrdscape b,v careful  i r istor ical  contextual isat ion,
i t  goes  aga ins t  the  gra in  to  a t tempt  to  ske tc l r  the  h is ton 'o f  the  Stone-
henge landscayre o\/er a perioci  of  severai  l runclred vears i rr  one chapter.
What fc l l lc iws can be no more than an out l ine and is piecen'real.  I
concent ra te  o r . r  the  nred ieva l  (and i r r  one o f  the  D ia logues  l {ona lc l
l lu t to r t  c lues t io r ts  par t  o i  tnv  in te rpre ta t io r r ) ,  the  lanc lscapes o f  t l i e
seventeenth and eighteenth centr l rv,  ancl ,  f inal lv,  in somel irat  rnore
deta i l ,  the  present -dav  lanc iscape.

For caclr  per iod the evide nce is vc.rv di f ferent.  I ;or the rnedieval per ioci
one calr  draw ort  both archaeological  and l i terary eviclence. Br-r t  the
lattel  is pr i rnar i lv der ived frorn the work of c ler ics (but see p. 135 for
o the l  sor r rces  novr  be ing  tapped) .  - l ' here  are  re fe rences  to  t i te
corrnloners, br-r t  onh'as the (despised) 'other ' .  As lve nrove on in t ime,
t l re clescr ipt ion thickens, the voices quicken, but alwavs, even in the

J)resent,  there is rrnevenness in the rvav in wlr ic lr  di f ferent people can
lre hearcl .

h{eclicval Stonehenge?

Yotr n ' j l l  rernerrr trer (perhapsl that at  the end of Chapter 2 the Arrglo-
Saxcr t rs  l rac l  l i r id  c la in t  t c l  the  Ce l t i c  C l to i r  Gorn  and i t  had beconre  Sta l r

. 1 .  i r r t l r i s n l e l l i e v a l s e c t j o n , t h e r c a r e n t a r r v a l l r r s i o n s t o i \ v g b l l t y , t l l e o t l l e t g t e a t s t ( ) r i e

t  i r c l e  t l t a l  l i e s  . r l 0  k r t t .  t o  t l r e  no r t l r .  Avc t r r r r t ,  i s  l ess  r ve l l  k r t o l vn  t l r an  S t c rnehe r rgc ,  t l r o t r g l r

I r r r  s r . r r t t c .  l i ke . l ohn  A r r l r r e r ' ,  i t ' c l i d  as  n ruch  exce l l  S l o r t c l t c r t g ,  as  a  ca thec l r a l  does  a  I ' a r i s l r

c l t t r r i : i r '  ( r  i t cd  i n  l l un l e r  197 .5 :  l 5 f t t .  A  r r ec l i t . r ' a l  v i l l age  s t r ac l c l l ed  l t a r t  < t f  t l r c  Ave l r r r r ) ,

c i r c l e ,  ; t r t r i  t l r e  c l t r r l c l r ,  [ r u i l t  so r re t i r r r e  a f t e r  9 (X )  A l )  r vas  l oca te t l  j u s t  bevond  t l t e  ba r r k

a r r t l  d i l t l r .  l l e c a t t s c  c r f  t h e  p n r x i r n i t t , o f  t h e  < h u r c h  a n c i  v i l l a g e  t o  l l l e  s t o n c s ,  t l r e r e  r s

o f t c t t  t r r o r c  r l e t a i l ed  i n f o rn ta t i o l t  abou t  AVe l r r r r v  t i r an  a t r ou l  S l onehe rge .  ( ) l r v i o r r s l t  t l t e re

r r , c t t ' r l i l l c r t n c e s  i ) o i \ . , ( ' f l r  t l r e s r ' l l c r i i t r , a l  l l r r r t i s c ; r p t ' s ,  l r r r t  a l s r r  r r r u c l r  t h , r l  r l a s  s i r r r i l a r .

t o ' l

F le r rc -g .  S ince  the  Saxons d ic l  no t  bo ther ,  on  t l le  who l t ' ,  to  renant t .
natural  features, this suggests that t l re si te st i l l  carr ied nreanir-rg. N{ost
yrrobably the stones had been incorporated into folk cul ture, svncret ic,
c l rang ing ,  b r . r t  poss ib lv  endur ing  over  the  rn i l lenn ia ,  o r  perhaps  the i r
signi f icance had ebbecl and f lowed within peoplc 's consciousness (see
the  D ia logue w i th  Hut to r r ,  p .  I  j6 )  (P iggot t  (1941 ) .

We have t l re  renarn ing ,  and then a  long s i le l ' r ce .  J ' l re  nex t  r -nent io r r
c-r f  Stonehenge is in the later niedieval per iocl ,  in the rniddle of the
twelf th cel l tLlr) / .  And now the stones express the conf l ict  beht,een
Chrrrclr  and comrnoner.

For most of the nredieval per iocl  the Stonehenge dolvrr lands werc
margir tal  land, probably used for cornnron grazing. To the east,  the
open fielcls belonging to the villages of Antesburv C-otrntess in the north,
arrr l  . \meslrur l 'West in the soutb straggled the val lev bottom ancl lon,el
hi l l -s lopes of the r iver Avon. ' f l re 

stones lav on the edge ol ' the famil iar
worlc l ;  bevond lay the 'wi lderness'  (Anglo-Saxon Wylden ress, nest or
lair  of  a wi lc l  beast) (St i lgoe 7982: 10).  For the mecl ieval cornmoner,
t l re landscape, both famil iar and unfamil iar,  was imtrLred \ ,v i th magic -

half-pagan, half-Christ ian. ' fhe 
stones in their  l i rninal  sett ing were

rer,ered arrd bel ieved to have curat ive ancl procreat ive powers. In the
vi l lages, houses had to Lre protected from lvi tches. Sonret i rxes a carvecl
rowen post would be set to one side of the hearth. Sontet inres the post,
carved with St Andrew crosses, was set in place by the local pr iest lvho,
rarelv a nrarr of  let ters,  t rod a f ine l ine bet lveen t l te old ancJ the nen'
rel ig ion (St i lgoe 1982).  

- fhe 
higher echelclns of the Churcir  cotr ld protest.

As earlv as the eighth cent l l r \ / ,  King Canute exclairned that:

I t  i s  l i t ' a then prac t i<c :  i f  o r te  worsh ips  ido ls ,  nar r re l r . i f  one  rvorsh i l t s
lreat l -ren gods and t l re sun, or t l re nioon, f i re or f loo<1, rvel ls or st()nes or
lrnv kincl  rr f  forest t ree, or i f  onc pract ices r .v i tc lrcraft  (c i tcd in I lur l  1979:
. J ( ;  ) .

But ,  as  t . e  Go f f  makes  c lea r ,  t hc  Ch r r r ch  au tho r i t i es ,  f accc l  w i t h  t he
po rve r  o f  pass i ve  res i s tance ,  nego t i a tec l  ,  t r im r red ,  and  adap ted  the i r
d o c t r i n e s  ( G t u e r , i c h  l 9 8 B : 5 ;  L e  ( i o f f  1 9 8 ( ) :  1 6 0  B B ) . ' l ' h e  < r c t m t n o n e r
d i c l  l i ke  w  i se .

l n  man t , r vavs  t i r e  l l os i t i ons  o f  Chu rch  and  con tn tone r  we re  r t o t  so
far  apar t .  I -or  both,  ' the mater ia l  wor ld l .vas scarcel l ' rnore tharr  a sor t
o f  m a s k ,  l r c h i n c ]  w h i c h  t o o k  p l a c e  a l l  t h c ,  r e a l l v  i r n p o r t a n t  l h i r r g s . . .
N a t u r e . . .  i n  t l r e  i n f i n i t e  c l e t a i l  o f  i t s  i l l L r s o r v  r n a n i f e s t a t i o n s . . .  \ , \ r a s
cc rn te i vcd  above  a l l  as  t l r e  wo r l i  o f  h i c l r . l c r r  n ' i l l s ' ( l l i oc l t  l 9 (2 :8  f  t .  I l o t l r
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i rn l r t red t i r t '  landscape wi th rnagic,  and there \ .vas no c- lear th of  ' l r tag ical '

Cl r r is t iar r  s i t rs  ancl  re l ics.  
- fhe 

problent  \ \ ias s i t rp ly  ht tw to in terprct

t l re  nragic.  \ \ I l rere t l re  Chtr rch san the hand of  Cloc i ,  the colnntoners,

i n  t hc i r  l ca r fu l  e l r coun te r  l v i t h  t he  r v i l de rness ,  con f l r sed  Sa ta t t  r v i t h

[ ' a t r ,  and  r ( )n t i l ' l ued  to  re la t c  hoa r r - t a l es  o f  t he  l v i l d  hu t - t t  when ,  ' .  .  .  o l l

n roon less  r t i g l t t s ,  a r t d  espec ia l l l ' \ \ a l pu rg i s -nach t  (N Ia r ,  l l av  e \ re ) ,  Sa ta I l

ancl  h is  hc ' r . r r rc ls  coursed througir  the forest ,  p t t rsu i t - tg  r . r ' i th  a terr ib le

rc l i r r iug ancl  bavi l tg  a l l  the r ,v i lc l  creat t r res and an-r ' l t t rn tans r . r t r l t rckv

enough  to  s tu rn l r l e  i n  t he i r  r va t ' '  (S t i l goe  1982 :  B ) .
' Ihe ( lhr r rch,  hei r  to  t i re  L l raeco- l {oman t radi t ion,  \vas Inote prone

to  c l e i i r r c  good  anc l  ev i l ,  t r ue  and  fa l se ,  b l ack  and  wh i te  mag ic .  
- l ' he  

o ld

re l ig ion -  lv l t ic i t  n 'as; lar t  c l ld ,  par t  I le \^ ' -  \ ' \ 'as ntore eqtr ivocai ,  more

anrLl iguous:  forces w,ere goocl  (7r l r7 bat l ,  natura l  forces were to be

p rop i t i a t r t l  and  t i r e reb r ,  r euc le red  bene f i c i a l  ( Le  L io f f  1980 :  159 -88 t .
- f l r e  

C l t u r c i r ,  en tL rec lded  i n  t l - r e  h ie ra rch i ca l  r e l a t i ons  o i  a  f e t rda l

societ r ' ,  preached t t f  a  'natura l  order '  hornologous to feucla l ism; the

pr . ' rant i r i ; r l  soc ia l  re lat ic lns \^ i  ere re i terated in  t i re  h ierarchv t r l '  i teavet t l i ,

r e l a t i ons  and  i n  n ra te r i a l  r ep resen ta t i t t t - t s .  i l emarca t i ons  -  soc ia l ,

nrater ia l ,  r i t t ra l  -  \^ 'ere tc l  a  large extent  p laved out  n ' i th in a s ingle bc lc lv

of  space rathel  than,  as la ter  on,  bet ' tveet t  d is t inct ive,  c lass-d i f ferer l t ia tec l ,

spaces.  lhe ins ide of  a churc i ' t ,  o f  a manor,  even a poor man's hoLrse,

w,as I rhvs ical l l '  
'o t , " t t ' ,  but  socia l lv  ancl  menta l l l -  heavi lv  demarcated

( f  ohnsolr  199: l ) .  [1  th is  wor ld of  in terdepeucleucies,  the cotnmotters,

the r ' r t t rs l r ip l ters of  s to l les,  \ ryere re l r resentecl  as ' the ot l ler ' -  t i - re i r  ia l rour

l tecessaf \ ' ,  the i r  v isage h ic leous.  
- l 'het 'a lso 

acted as a fo i l  for  the c lLra l i t ies

of  ive; r l thv nter t  and saints,  as ' fodder '  for  t l te  redet l rpt io t l  o f  th t ' t lpper

c lasses  ( l - c  ( i o f f  1qB( ) :  q5 ) .  T i re re  i s  i i t t l e  t ha t  i s  pos i t i ve  abou t  t he

cotnr l loners in  the n ' r i t i t - tgs of  the c ler ics,  ancl  much t l ta t  is  passed ctver

in s i lence.  ( )ur  sense of  thei r  r .vor ld is  i i l tered throrrgh the contc l r t ions,

c 'oncessiorrs .  and suppressions of  t } ' re  Ci turch.

l he  Ch t r r ch  phvs i ca l l r '  ' app ropna tec l '  t l r e  s to l l es .  An les i l u r l ' ,  c i ose  t r t

Stonelrerrge,  hor . rscc l  a re l ig ious orc ier ,  
j  ar td ' the prLrser lce of  a re l ig iot ts

l i o r - r se  nea r l r v  rnay  l t ave  t t ee l l  i n f l ue l t i a l  i n  b r i ng i r l g  abou t  t he

t l e s t r r r c t i o n  o f  p a r t s  o f  t h e  n t o t t t t t n e t t t ' ( C l e a l  e t  a i . ' l 9 9 5 :  . 1 4 3 ) .  A t

Avcbur. r '  t l r t '  r \ng lo-Saxon c l turch t 'vas Lr t r i l t  a longsic le t l te  great  bank

anc l  d i t ch  (bu t  see  p .  1 .39 ) . ' f he  s tones  anc l  mo t tnds  were  a l so ' i r i t c l -

Iect r ra l l r ' '  a l tpropr iated and aci t r l teratec l  .  J 'hev becante a lnal ignant  Par t
o f  a  ( . h r i s t i an  i conc lg raph r ' ,  t he  wo rk  o f  t he  I ) e r , i 1  -  Dev i l ' s  I ) en ,  [ ) cv i ] ' s

. 1 .  I  l t e r c  i s  so r r r e  suggcs t i on  o f  an  ea r l r  n r i ns te r  c i r u r c l t ,  su l t c r cc t l t ' c l  bv  an  i t L rhcv  i t t

! ) r t ) , r r .  a n i l  i n  t r t t n  r t ' p l a c e t l  l r r '  a  l t r i o r v  r r l  l t r t t t s  i r t  1 1 7 7  { l . l e a l e t  a l .  1 c ) 9 . 5 :  . l 4 . i l .

Contestecl  Landscapes r 0 3

( luo i t ,  I )ev i l ' s  Cha i r .  1 l - re  g rea t  cone o f  S i l l ru r r ,  F I i l l ,  near  Avebur r ' ,
becarne the place n'here the [)ei ' i l  hacl  droppecl a spadeir .r l  t i f  earth.
Thc '  F lee l  s tone a t  S tonehenge compounded a  d iabo l i ca l  and Ar thur ian
etvnrologv. l t  bore, supposedlv,  t l re i rnpression of a holv father 's heel.' lhe 

heel had been struck bv a stone t l rrolvn br. the Devi l  angered bv
NIer l in ,  K ing  Ar thur 's  n rag ic ian ,  rnag ick ing  the  s tones  in to  p lace  (Rt r r l
1 9 7 ! t : 3 t r ) .

I 'he nredieval ChLrrch vaci l lated betneen attempting to appropr- iate
the  s tones ,  and des t rov ing  thern .  one o f  the  ear l ies t  accounts  o f
s tonehenge,  c .1136,  b1 '  the  we ls i r  c le r ic  Geof f rev  o f  Mor r rnouth ,
ernlredded in his [-{ i .sktn'  of  the Kings of Br i t t t i r t ,  combines 'pure legencl
a r rc i  a  sense o f  the  nrarve i lous  tha t  i s  sonre t in res  s t i l l  comple te lv  paga l r '
(Blocir  1962: 1001.

in N{onrtrouth's account,  Aeneas, arr iv ing fronr ' f ro1,,  
conquered the

giants t l rat  in irabi ted 'Albion' .  Later,  a cel t ic I ( ing, Emrvs (Arrrbrosius),
brot l ier to Ythr (uther Pendragon, father of Arthur),  intent on estab-
l ishir ig a r-nernorial  to kinsnten ki l led at Antesburl '  b_v Saxon treacher\ . ,
enl isted Merl in 's help in transport ing the great stones from lrelancl
and erect i r-rg t i rem at Stonehenge (Figure 19).  According to N4onrloui l ) ,

Figure 19 Mer l in  hef t ing the stones i r . r to  p lace
(Egerto l r  3028 { l4Ov;  k ind permiss ion of  the Br i t ish L ibrary)



I  04  S tonehenge

these stones had or iginal ly been brought bv giants from Afr ica to
Ireland.a In a matter-of- fact war ' ,  he ci tes Merl in 's descr ipt ion of the
rnagical  power of the stones:

whenever thev felt i l l, baths [wJotrld be preparecl at the foot of the stones;
for they used to pour water over thenr and to run this water into baths
in rvhich their sick r,r'ere cured. what is mclre, they rnixed the water with
herbal concoct ions and so healed their  wounds. There is not a single
stone arnong them which hasn' t  some medicinal  v ir tue (Geoffrev of
N[onnror.r t l t  1966: 196).

In later medieval t imes such berr ign empowering of the stones was
forbidderr and the Church rnovecl to obliterate their magic.-s At Avebury,
in the earlv fourteenth cerrtun' ,  the church authori t ies made the local
i r-rha[r i tants destror, the stones. Nevertheless, the destruct ion was done
with catr l ion. ' fhe 

stones rvere not broken up; instead the vi l lagers dug
large holes and tumbled the stones into them, 'handled rvi th reverence,
coverecl n'itlrout hurt to the sarsen, doing God's work without upsetting
the Devi l '  (Burl  1979: 37).  compare this with the late seventeenth
celr tr l r \ ' ,  lyben the local farmers broke up the stones, part l ,v for purel l '
ut i l i tar ian reasons, part ly,  as we shal l  see, as part  of  the protestant
backlasl-r  against paganism and poperl ' .  Now thev were broken with
fire and \,r':ater, ancl vvere incorporated into local buildings (Figure 20).

The Seventeenth and Eighteenth Centuries

Ucko e ' t  o l . (1991 163)  suggest  tha t  b -v  the  end o f  the  seventeenth
centrlry the commoners no longer worshipped the stones, ar-rcl broke
thern with impunitv.  But per l-raps this is too sirnple a reacl ing. J 'here
reurains a tension, r ight t i r rotrgh the seventeent l ' r  ancl  into the eight-
eent l ' r  centur) ' ,  between the stones seen as something ut i l i tar. ian, a

4. I , iggott (19,11 ),  nruch intprressecl Lrl  this part of N{onnrouth,s saga, suggests that i t
i r l c l i ca tes  tha t  i r ' l o r rmot t th  rvas  he i r  to  the  \ \ 'e ls l t  t ra r . l i c  t ra r l i t lo l t  tha l ,  in  fa in t  ou i l lne ,
reso l la te ( l  rv i th  l l t i l l e r r t t ia -o ld  t rad i t ions  recount ing  t l re  n tovement  1 r f  the  b lues tones
frorn \{ 'ales to ! \ ;essex.

5 .  I I I  a  conten lJ )orar l  se t t ing .  l ie rz fe ld  cornments  on  the  neec l  to  des t rov  the  pas t .  l1
f)rete, t iur ing the ni i l i tantlv nationai ist regirre of 1967-74, 'one off icial hacl even wantecl
to  der lo l i sh  thc  p rou(1  rn inare t  a t  the  111( )sque o f  ,qaz i  I l r rse t ' in  I )asa . . .  As  l .ng  as  i t
s tc lOc i '  l l e  reas( ) l )e t l ,  the ' l i r rks  cor r id  r rse  t i r i s  n to r run ten t  to  r ) take  te r r i to r ia l  c la ims on
( . re te .  t l i s ton '  l rac l  to  be  renroc ie l t 'd  to  n rake  the  prcser ) t  sa fe '  ( l  Ie rz fe lc l  l99 l :  5 / ) .
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Figure 2O Breaking up the stones at Avebury
(Cough Maps 231.  fo l .  5r ;  k ind permiss ion of  t l ' re  Bodle ian L ibrary,  Oxford)

source of building material, an encumbraltce to be got rid of b1' farmers
'chief lv out of  covetousness of the l i t t le r lca of ground each stood ol l '
(Str-rkeley, c i ted in Ucko ef al .  1991:249),  and the stones invested,
however vest igial ly ' ,  wi th supernatural  power. The Nonconformist
preacher,  i rarnessing al l  the popul ist  r i retor ic at his disposal to force a

disassociat ion between 'pagan' r i tual  and fest ival  and true Christ ian
pietr , ,  not only succeedecl in repudiat ing the 'emotional calendar of
the poor ' ,  but also drove a wedge lretween the teachings of the Church
and evervciav l i fe,  betr ,veen 'pol i te 'and'plelreian'ct t l ture. ln attempting
to destroy the 'bonds of idolatry and superst i t ion -  the wavside sirr ines,
t l - re gar,rd,v cirurch, the local miracle ancl cul ts '  (Tholnpson 19741, be
underrninecJ tradi t ional rentecl ies against the devi l  and his agencies,
and nrade witchcraft  and pagan pract ices appear both more powerful
and nr t - i re  menac ing  (H i l l  1982) .  Ac lc lec l  to  n 'h ich ,  b l ' the  enc l  o f  the

seventeenth centur l ' ,  lv i th the accelerat i t t t t  of  tht  enclosure ntt)velrett t ,
manv a menrber of a chtrrcl-r  congregat iort  l tad been cut loose t tot  onlV
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f roni  t l re  lar rd,  brr t  a lso -  a l tegat ive f reeclont  -  t rot r  t radi t ional  forms

tr f  obl igat i6p ancl  serv ice (1 hornpson 1974).  
' l 'here 

was,  t i l l ls ,  not  or l lv

a c iegree o i  pol i t ica l  anarchy,  Lrut  a lso a considerable res idue of  super-

st i t ion.  in t leed i t  was not  t l l tk l lown,  in  the la te seventeenth centL l l ) ,

for  preachers to at ternpt  to  ' tame'  thei r  congregat io l rs  b-v t l r reats of
'pct r i f icat ion '  for  those rvho danced on the Sabbath,  and several  s tone

ci rc les rvere at t r ibnted to jLrst  such d iv ine in tervent ion (Gr insel l  I976\ .

l :oct ls  Boh,  a l l  a l tonvmotrs d iat r ibe a lso f rom the la te seventeenth

(- -entur \ ' ,  both threatens,  ancl  renta i l ts  threatened Lr1 ' the Power of  the

s tones  a t  S tonehenge :

- [ . l rese {or lorr re ] ' i l lers  of  Stone are le f t  to  be ot r r  te tnenlbrancers,  t l is -

suacl ing us f ronr  looking back i r t  c t t t r  hear ts  t rpon anvth ing of  ic lo latn ' ,

ar tc l  persuadi l tg  t ls  .  .  .  so to .  .  .  der ic ie,  i t  in  i t 's  ugl ie  ( .oul le ' rs ,  t i la t  nor le

ol trs . . . rnav retunrc, n'ith Dclggs. to such Vott.t it, or Son's to wallolving

i r r  s r r c h  r r r i r e ' r c i t t ' d  i n  L e g g  l q B 6 :  - + t . ' i

' l 'here 
are man\ :  ment ions of  the magical  propert ies of  the stones in

the seventeentir and eigl 'rteenth centllr ies. Joirn Atrbre;', i tt the 1660s,

notes,  in  the context  of  Stoneirerrge,  that  ' i t  is  general lv  averred .  .  .

that  p ieces of  polvder  of  t i rese stones,  put t  in to t i te i r  wel ls ,  c loe dr ive

a w a v  t h e  t o a d e s . . . ' ( c i t e d  i n  O l i v i e r  1 9 5 1 :  1 5 7 t ;  w h i l e  t h e  R e v . - J a m e s

l l rorne r rotec i  in  1707 ' i f  the stor ' ]es be rLrbbed,  or  scraped,  and water

thrown upon t l re  scrapings,  t i re l ' lv i l l  (so l le  sa) ' )  heal  an) 'greel t lvoul td

or  t i ld  sore '  (shades of  Geof f rev of  N{onntouth near lv  .100 vears ear l ie t )
( c i t ed  i r r  f l u r l  1987 :  22 ( ) ) .

ln  the I  7-10s Stukeley recorc ls  t l ta t  peoplc 'ch ipped of f  b i ts  of  b luestone

because thev urere thought  tc i  have r ledic inal  propert ies.  And whert

- f  ohn \ \ood,  a lso in  1740,  at tenrpted to s l l rve] /  the stones and a v io lent

stoLr t ' r  b lew up,  the locals reckoned he had ra ised the c lev i l  (Bur l  1987:

Iu2 r .
I r r  the longer terrn,  the o ld rvavs,  the o ld superst i t io t ' ts ,  the iast  vest iges

o f  a ' c l e i f i ca t i on  o f  na t t r re 'we re  unde rn t i t r ed  bv  r t ' ha t  l r { a r . x  ca l l e t l  ' t t t e

g rea t  c i v i l i z i ng  i r r f l uence  o f  cap i t a l ' ( c l uo ted  i n  K . ' l ' ho t - t - t as  l 9B3 :  2 - l ) .
' l 'he 

charrge i l r  peoplc 's  at t i t r - rdes tor .vards the nat t r ra l  wor ld occurrec l

6 .  \ : a r i ous  ! uesses  a t  t he  au t l ) o r s l ' r i p  ha t l  been  made :  . | .  ( l i bbons  pe l i t aps  (P iggo t t  19u .5 :

8n ) ,  o r  l k r l r e r l  f j a r ' ,  a  I ' a r i i an l e r ) t a r i a l r  r ec to r  { l . egg  l 98 t - j ) .  \V l r oeve r  } r e  was ,  t he  au tho r

r r a s e l c e e , t l i r r g i r  s r : o r r r l L r l  o f  l n i g o . l r r n c s  ' ( ) u ! - l - g n e l o r t e s ' - - a t r t l  o l  h i s l l o r n a n r r - l l r i t i s h

o r i g i r r  f o l  S to r t e l r t ' n ce .
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in pr iecemcal fashiort ,  c lepending trpon rvho thev were and where -

econonr ica l l , v ,  po l i t i ca l l v ,  s . rc ia l l v  -  t l rev  were  loca ted .  An i l l i te ra te

lreasanfrr '  (s lowlv being comrnorl i f iecl  into farnt- lmnds) abancloned
l ro fe  s lowl ) ,  the  no t ion  o f  'a  na tura l  wor ld  redo len t  n ' i th  hurnan
ana l t tgy '  and svnrbo l i c  rnean ing ,  and sens i t i ve  to  lnan 's  behav iour '
( l ' i romas 1983: 89).  l t  was the l i terate classes that embracecl t i te col tcept
of nature as something detached, ' to l re vielved ancl str-rc i ied l tv t l te
observer frorn t l re outside, as i f  by peering through a w, inclor,r ' . . .  a
s ( ' p a r a t e  r c a l r n ,  t r l ' f e r i n g  n o  o l n e n s  o l  s i g t t s ,  t l i t l r o r r l  l r r r r r r a r r  r r r c a n i r r g
ar rd  s ign i f i cance ' ( l ' homas 1983:  89) .  And -  n to re  s in is te r lv  *  as  sonte-
t l r ing ' to  be  pr . r t  to  the  ques t ion ' (Bacot r ) ,  racked fo r  i t s  secre ts  anc l
t reasures  (C io ld  1984t .

- l -he 
more pronounced attempts bY t l te Chtrrch, jn t l ' re seventeent l ' r

ancl  eighteenth centur ies, to impose Christ iatr  teacir ings and Cirr ist ia i t
marr iage upon the vest igial  paganisrn and easier-going sexual nrores
of the countn,side, tvere onlv part  of  t i re greater intervent ion in the
l ives of ordinarv people by both CI ' rurcl-r  and State. IJaving fol lorr , ,ed
through the contestat ion between Church and commorrer,  I  have nor,r ,
to backtrack in order to discuss t l re wav in which the State interceded,
and to consider the importance of Stonelrcrrge in the context of  an
crnerging nat ional,  and thert  regional,  sense of ident i t i ' .

Alreadl,' in the fifteenth century, the Cihurch hacl begr-rn to lose its
exc lus ive  ho lc l  on  the  pas t  -  h is to rv  was no  longer  a  n ra t te r  o f
ecclesiast ical  precedent.  ' l ' inre'ceased to be t i re gi f t  of  God ancl becante
' the  proper t ) 'o f  man ' (Le  Gof f  l9B0:  51) ,  and ' - l ' i l ne 's  a r row 'began to
replace the repet i t ive cvcles -  the errdless chain oi  cause and ef iect -  of
earl ier histclrv.  Insteacl,  histor ical  precedents and 'genealogies'  becante
par t  o f  the  process  o f  in te rna l  pac i f i ca t ion  anc l  na t ion ,s ta tc  conso l id -
a t ion .

As earlv as the fourteenth centur) ' ,  Stonehenge begins to be drawrr
into a nat ional ist  diatr ibe. Langtoft  tel ls the storv of ' t l re r \rancler \ t i t
o f  Wi l tsh i re ' ,  who:

rarnbl i rrg to l lonlc to gaze at r \nt ic lui t ies, ant l  t l tere skcwirrg hirnscl f  i t r to
the  cor r tpanv  o f  Ant iq t ra r ians ,  t l rev  en t r ta tec l  h im to  i l l t r s t ra te  un to  thern

tha t  famous l lon t lu ten t  in  the  cont rv  ca l lec l  S tonage.  H is  ansvv t - r  nas

tha t  he  had never  secn,  scarce  cver  heard  o f  i t ,  l vhcreupon thcv  l< ickec l

h i r t t  o t r t  o f  doors  and bar l  i r i rn  g t i c  ho lne  ar rc l  seer  S toneage.  And I  rv ish

t l ta t  a l l  such  [ ' -p iscopa l  cocks  as  s l ig l r t  t l rese  ac l rn i rec l  s toncs  ar rc i  sc rapc

f r t r  b a r l e v  c o n t e s  o i  r , a n i t v  o u t  o f  f o l t ' i g r r e  c l u n g h i l l s .  r r r i g l t t  l t e  l r a n r l l c d ,

o r  r a t l r e r  f o o t e c l ,  a s  h e  r n , a s  ( c i t e c l  i n  (  ) l i v i e r  ' l  9 5 1 :  l 5 f i l .
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L.lncler the'l 'uciors, historical and archaeological precedents were used

to forntalise custotn anci tradition into itlstruments of government and

a def ined code of law. (Piggott  1985).  And at a t ime when the Act of

Un ion  (1536)  ex tended the  Eng l ish  law o f  t i re  iand to  wa les  and

menacinglv set out the need 'ut ter i ,v to ext i rpe al l  and singuiar the

senister usages and customes di f fer inge frorn [ the l lealme of Englande] '
(c i tecl  i r"r  lones 1990),  the mvt i t  was created that the inhabitants of

Englanci ancl  lVales were one people wit l ' r  a common ancestry and

s l - ra red  h is to r l ' f l ones  1990;  P iggot t  1985:  16) .  Henn 'V I l l ,  in ten t  on

breaking with Rome and siezing the Church lands, employed l .eland

to r ide aror-tnd the cott t t t rv,  nlapping, col lat ing, and 'spving' '  And

l-eland, professing himself  ' total l ,v enf larnmed rvi th a love to see

thoror-rghlr ,  al l  partes of youl opulente and ample realme .  .  .  thereby

to expose .  .  .  the craft i l t '  coloured doctr ine rout of  Roman bishops' ,

rode around the land:

tly the space of these vi yeares Paste that tl 'rere is almost nother cape nor

ira,v, haveti, crelie, or peere, river or confluence of rivers, breches, washes,

lakes, mere, fenn\, water, montavnes, valleis, n)otes, hetl'res, forestes,

rvoocles, cities, burges, castelles, principal manor places, but I have seel-t
t l iern (ci tecl  in ChatnL-rer l in 1986: 69).

Ir i ler ol i t r ,  he mapped and described Stonehenge, appending, lv i thott t

comlrent,  Geoffrey of N{onmottth 's explanat ion.

Cornpi lat ions, categorisat ions and a comprehensive mapping of

Bri tain became increasinglV important dur ing t i re seventeenth and early

eighteenth centt tr ies. Ref inernents in survef ing and mapping were part

of a changing technologv of porver,  i r r tegral  to the development of

mercant i le capital ,  and the opentng up of the New World. These new

technicltres allolved the redefinition of propertl ': ' lt created geometrical,

div is ible,  and l ience saieable space bv rnaking parceis of propert ,v out
ol  lands that had previouslv been def ined according to r igl ' r ts of  custom
and clenrarcated b1' landntarks ancl topographic features'  (Olwig 1996).

Cont ro l  o f  knowledge,  o f  resources ,  and o f  na ture .  By  the  la te
seventeentir century,, as the 'cout-ttv naturalists picked their wa1' through
at l  the legends of prognost icatory spr ings, portentolrs birds and simi lar
marvels ' ,  popular and learned views of nature signi f icant lv separated
out  (J 'homas 1983:  78) . .James I  demanded tha t  S tonehenge be  made
to give up i ts secret and ordered his court  archi tect,  h-r igo Jones, to
rnap anc l  ex l r ia in  i t .  G ian ts  a r - rd  Mer l in  were  l lo  longer  co t rs idered
suff ic ient.  l l r igo.Jones, steeped ir i  I ta l ianate landscapes, claimed Stone-
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henge for t i re l {omans. I t  was, he said, as i re manipulated his plans,
bui l t  c.  AD 79 by l l r i t ish chieftains subject to Rome and was based on
Vitru'r'ian geometrlr. 1'he king encouraged the Duke of Buckingham to
dig the monument,  causing - as, a l i t t le later,  Ar-rbrey laconical ly notecl
-  the' fal l ing downe, or recumbancy of the great stone'  (cartoor-r  3; .

With the inf lux of capitai  into the cor-rntrvside, with 'new' famil ies
corlpeting with and marrying into the older aristocracl', and with both
t i re old and nen' ar istocrac,v hastening to enclose open f ield ancl
common land in order to ' improve'  their  fortunes, the mapping and
descript ion of land-use, natural  cur iosi t ies, and the genealogies of local
families, helped botl-r to create and legitimate the nen'class and propertv
re la t ions .

" . . . So to rnake up frtr tlrc disappoirttrnerrt
tyc lrad to lel lt int ltave o ltcnne corttputar."

Reproduced by k ind permiss ion of  Merr i ly  Harpur
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N' lorc ar tc l  n lore,  chorogral )hers lcreatec i l  hooks wlrerc coul t t rv  ger l t lemcn

lcotr lc l l  f ind thei r  l lanors,  uronurrrents,  ancl  pecl igrees copi r tus lv  sct  for th.
Irr jrrst a ferv clecacles chorografrhv thus progressed fronl Lreing an adjr.rr-rct
to the chronic le of  k ings to beconre a topographical iy  orc lerec l  set  of  real -
estate and f t r rn i lv  chronic les (F le lgersor- r  1986).

Aubrel ' ,  the 'd iscor ,erer '  in  1666 of  Avebury '  ( the commoners hacl ,  o f
c()urse,  heen there a n 'h i le ! )  ancl  of  the Aubrel 'ho les at  Stonehenge,
\ . \ ras the f i rs t  to  prc lpose that  Stonehenge r {as not  l tontan or  Danis l - r
but  rather  Cel t ic  ancl  (probabl l ' )  associatec l  n ' i th  t l " re I ) r t r id  re l ig ion.  He
\vas a lso not  re luctant  to  ac l r r i t  t l ta t  he rvas recording rv i th  the ex l t l ic i t
i n ten t  t ha t  t he  knon ' l edge  be  n rade  ava i i ab le  t o  t hose  who  m igh t  t i nd
ecorroru ic  ac lvantage (N4cVicar  l98-1) .  \A/a l ter  Char leton,  three lears
ear l ier ,  ivas i r r  fa l .our  of  a [ )anish or ig in and proposed i t  as 'o corn ' t
ro: ' i l  ,  or  p lace ior  the Elect i r t r t  ar td l t tougt t tc t t i tn t  of  Kings ' ,  and,  in  the
same ve i l ) ,  dec l i ca tec l  i t  t o  Cha r l es  I I  (Ucko  e t  s | . 1991 :  15 ) .  Anc l . l ohn
Smi th  o i  l ' i oscombe ,  i n  t he  l a te r  e igh teen th  cen tu r l ' ,  no t i ng  t ha t
Stoneirerrge was bui l t  ' to  show the stead\ ' ,  un i fonn and order lv  tnot ions
of  the heavenlv bodies ' ,  dedicated i t  to  the Drrke of  Queensbun,  at
nearbv Arrreshr . r rv  Holrse,  'as a syrnbol  of  vour  Grace's  s tead\ ' ,  un i forrn
and  o rde r l v  conduc t  t h rough  l i f e ' (O l i v i e r  1951 :  36 ) .  I l ased  i n  l a rge
nreasure on the formidable t reat ise on Br i t tar t in  b i '  Camden ( f i rs t

pub l i shec i  i n  1586 ,  repub l i shed  1695  i n  an  en la rged  ec i i t i on ) ,  an t i -
q r ra r i ans  i r r c reas ing l t '  f ocused  on  reg iona l ,  r a t i t e r  t han  na t i ona l ,
c()\/erage.

' l 'he 
econornic  adl 'antages reaped b1' the ant iquar iar ls '  patrons n 'ere

real  enor . rg i r .  
- fhe 

con)nlo l ters r ,vere p i rvs ica l l l 'ev ic tec l  as par t  of  the
seventeenth-  arrc l  e i  ghteenth-centu r \ /  enclos l l re  movent  ent . ' I 'hey were
alscr  ev ic ted aesthet ica l lv .  ln  1726,  the Duke of  Queensl rurr ' ,  on 'ner  of
Anresbruv l louse l tear  to Stonel ' renge,  enclosed t i te  open f ie lds of  West
Anresbur l  and i \mesburv Countes;s to the east  of  Stonel ienge,  ancl  la id
great  par ts  of  the estate dcrvvn to park.  IJe real ignecl  the Anretsbun' -
N{arket  l .av ington road,  landscaped the l ron Age carnp ancl  bui l t  a
' l ) r t r i c i i ca l '  g ro t t o .  i n  pass ing ,  he 'p rese rved '  S tonehenge  f ron t  a  p lague
of  rabbi t  warrens p lanted l tv  h is  predecessor .

1 'he ant iquar ian,  Wi l l iarn Str - rke le l ' ,  thor . rgh a churchman and a f r iencl
of  the gel l t r ) ;  occasional l i r  h ints  at  a darker  local  exper ience of  landscape
enclosure.  \Vr i t ing,  in  774() ,  o f  l r is  survey of  the Stonehengc area,  he
s a v s ,  ' t l r i s . . .  r v i l l  . . .  p r e s e r v e  t h e  m e m o r v  o f  i t  h e r e a f t e r ,  l v l t e n  t l t e
t r a c e s  o l  t h i s  r n i g h t t '  l v r ; r k  a r r .  o i t l i t e r a t e d  b v  t h e  p l o u g l r . . .  t l t e t
i t ts t r t i tnet t t  gai r t i l ig  gr t t turd too nr t rc l r ,  u1 ' ro l t  the ancient  and i r - rnocerr t
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p a s t o r i t i a l  ( s i c )  l i f e . . .  a n d  [ r t '  d e s t r r - r c t i v c '  i t t c j o s l t r e s  [ r e g g a r s  a t t d

depopulates the ct>untr)"  (Royal Cott tr t t issiort  1979 i tJ.  I t  is,  ol  cot l r \e,
the technologv that Str-rkeley blanres, rather t f tan t l re changing social

rc la t ions .
Stukelev, apart  f ror l  I ' r is threnody aboit t  enclosl l re,  was an Estab-

l i shnrent  n ran .  ln  h is  wr i t ings  on  Stonehenge anc l  Ave l tu ry  there  is  a
tension between his desire to record in meticulous 'scient i f ic '  c letai l
and  h is  neec l  to  va l i c la te  h is  theo log ica l  in te rpre t r t i t tn . ' l ' l t c re  has  heen
a tendencv  to  per iod ic ise  Stuke ley 's  i i fe ,  separa t ing  ou t  an  ear i ie r
' sc ien t i f i c '  f ie ld rvork  phase f ron t  a  la te r 'd ru id ic '  phase,  and Ianr r r r t ing
his lapse into ronrant ic fabulat ion ( l ) iggott  l9B5: l5).  Nlore recent work
suggests that,  f rom the beginning, the two rvent hand-in-hancl (Ucko

et  t l .  l99 i :  53 . ) ,  a l td  now tha t  we a l l  admi t  to  the  su l r iec t i v i f i ' tha t
inrbues our pract ice, we can more readi l ! 'accept the contradict ions i l t
S tuke le l "5  rvork .  Sc l ,  on  the  one hand,  in  t l re  ear l r '1720s ,  he  n te t i cu l -
ouslv maps tire cultural landscape of 1'ris forebears, engaging Stonehertge
as part  of  a larger landscape. On the other,  having read (and rather
Irnder-acknowledgedl Aubrel , ' ,  he promulgates a Druidic or igin and,
rnore, at tenrpts to place the Druids in a direct l ine from Moses and
Abraham -  f ind i r rg  i r - r  the  Dru id ic  re l ig ion  the  l ineanten ts  o f  the
Christ ian fr in i ty.  Avebury becomes 'a landscapecl model of  the' l ' r in i t l "
in lvf i ic i -r  the great circ le represents' the i r-ref fable deit i ' ,  t i re avenues .  .  .
his son .  .  .  in the form of a serpent ' .  Stonehenge, he bel ieves, is a temple
erectecl in 46() trc bv Egyptian 'refr:gees', aided bv Wessex Drtrids (l ' iggott

l985 t .Whi le  l ' re  he ld  these no t ions  f rom the  1720s and had ' rev ised '
sorne of his pians accordingly,  thev rvere given adcled urgelrc\ /  in the
1730s and 1740s. Flaving rnoved fronr being a mecl ical  uran to taki l ' lg
l io lv orders, perhaps in part  because his hopes of patronage \vere
disapi.rointed, he found t l rat ' l -olund and the l )eists r ,vere also prolnot i t - tg
Stonehenge as  a  Dru id ica l  temple . ' fhe i r  in ten t ion  was to  re la t j v ise  a l l
re l ig ion  and to  suggest  tha t 'C l t r i s t ian i tv  \ /as  as  o lc i  as  the  Creat io t t ' .
In ther face of t l ' r is heret ical  intervent ion, Stukelev al tered t l re t i t le o1'
h is  book  f ro rn  the  or ig ina l  'H is to r t 'o f  the  Anc ien t  Ce l ts '  to  'Pa t r ia rcha l

Cihr ist iani tr ' :  or A Ci ' rronological  Histot '1 'of  the Origin anri  l ) rogress oi
I  r t r t '  R e l i g i o n  a n d  l t l o l a t r r ' ' .

Sttrkelel '  appropriatecl  the Druids in tbe se'r ." , ice of thc Chtrrch of
I lng land.  Others ,  par t i cu la r lv  the  Welsh  na t iona l i s ts  in  the  a f te r r la t i ' t

i .  
' l  

l r c  f i r s t  e n t r \ ' 1 c l  t i r e  l n c l e x  o l  t l t e  v o l u r r e ,  p u b l i s i r e t l  i n  1 7 . 1 ( ) ,  r u n s
' I - i r e v  r v e r e  o f  r l r e  p a t t i a r c h a l  r e l i g i o r t  I ' a g c  1 ,  2 ,  l 7

Wl r i r ,h  n 'as  l i r c  sanre  as  ( l l r r i s t ia r t i t r  ;1 , .5 '1
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of the Irrencl t  I levoh"rt ion, rediscovered t l - rem as earlr '  l tatr iots,  Celt ic
leaders of the opposit iotr  to the Rontal ls,  svmbols of resistance and
l iber t -v  [ f  ones  1990) .  in  bo th  Thomas 's  poent 'L iber ty 'and in  Co l i ins 's
'Ode to Libertr ' '  (1717\ the Druids f igure as the apost les of f reedom

t I ' } iggott  1985 ).
Cler ic,  ant iquarian, landed gentr) ' ,  Welsh nat ional ist  -  the number

of voices increases. [ ,ach appropriates Stoneher-rge in their  own fashiotr ,
each creates a part icular past.  Solne voices remaiu muted. The voice of
tl 're labourer, or of lvomen of atrv class, most often come dowu to us at

second-hand. Other people talk about them, or do not talk about thenl.
Si lences are i rnportant.  And often the bi t terness seeps through. ' I t te

radical  c laim to the land that the Diggers atrd Level lers fought for in

the severrteenth centurv was superseded, in the eighteenth centur; ; ,
i rv frustrr t  orr  ancl  anger oi  the lvholesale appropriat ion ancl enclosttre
of the land. as expressed, for example, in the nrr i t ings of the poet-
iabc i r - r re r . lohn  C lare  (Chapter  1 ,  p .31) .

ln contemporar,v l l r i ta in,  even r,v i t i r  al l  the media avai lable, i t  is st i i l
not eas\,  to hear al l  the voices that contest the Stonehenge lanclscape.
lv loreover,  whi le the stones remained 'open' r ight through to the
beginning of this centurt '  and people could conte to them rvi th their
cl i f ferent understandings, thet '  are now 'c losed' and Stonehenge bas
becorle a rnuseunr rqhich attempts to 'sel l ' ,  I tot  alnavs successfui l l ' ,  a
part icular sort  of  exprer ience, a part icular interpretat ion of t i re past.
People iv i th al ternat ive views have to f ight tor the Light of  entrv and
the r igi t t  to express their  v ien's.

Contemporary Landscapes

; l  S i l c  fo r ' t l ta  l ln l io t r '
' f l re f i rst  i rnpr,r lse to 'protect '  Stoneherrge el lerged from late nineteenth-
cent irrv radical  protests at t i re effect of  industr ial isat ion on people and
prlaces al ike. On the one hand. ' romantic '  social ists l ike John l{r-rskin,
appal led bv the clestruct ion wrought b1'  t l te lndustr ial  Revolt t t ion,

Proposecl in 1854 that an inventor) 'of  'Lrui ldings of interest '  threatened
Lrv ciernol i t ion be clrarvn trp.  On the other i rand, the f ierce intercessiort
b1, working-class social ists dentanding access to the countrvside for the
urbau r ,vork i r rg  c lass  led  to  the  c rea t ion  o f  the  Youth  | los te l l ing
Asscrciat ion ant l  the Ranrblers Associat ion (Romntes & \{r ight 1982).
l r r  the  la te  lB70s , . io i rn  L t rbbock  a t teml t ted  to  in t roduce a  Nat iona l
N{orr l rnicr.r ts l ) reservat ion l } i l l . ' f l r lee t i lnes t i te bi l l  rvas fur iouslY oppcised

Contested Landscapes t l i

b),  conservat ive members of the Flouse of Colnrnons n'ho recognised
that pubi ic amenit \ ,  might conre to overr ic ie t i re r ights of pr ivate
o l t  l t e r s h i P  ( M u r r a l  l q 8 9 l . 8 ' [ l  t e r e  t v l s ,  l o r  e x a t n l t l c ,  a  f  i n e  i n t e r c e s s i o l t
br '  [1316it  Hervey, a ' lbr,v N{.1' :  'Are the absurd rel ics of our barbarian
preciecessors, '  he clear lv roared, 'w'ho found t ime hanging heavi lv on
their  hands, and set about pi l ing up great barrows and r ings of stones,
to be preserveci at  the cost of  the infr ingenient of propert) ' r ights/ '
(llornmes & Wright I98Z). 'Iennyson 

once wrote a poem in which father
and son are trot t in5; across their  estate. The sound of t i - re hooves merge
rvith the father's opening credo - ' i)ropertl ', properti ', property'.

Eventually, follolving the precedent set bv the Conimons l)reservatioit
Soc ie t f  in  the  1880s,  a  r ,vonder fu l  Br i t i sh  b luLr ing  o f  the  d is t inc t ion
Lretween 'pr ivate'  and 'prrbl ic '  orvnersl ' r ip \^"as concocted and t i re
pol i t ic ians were won over.  fhe Nat ional 1-rrrst  ( four-rded in I895) holds
the propert ies atrd land pr iyr i fc l) ,  in the l rat ionaI and prtbl ic interest.

In 1894 Sir  l rdmund Antrobus, or l 'ner of Stonehenge, refused to al low
the Ancient Montrments Commission to fence Stoneherrge. I le st i l l
saw i t  as au inrportant publ ic space. I f  they tr ied to fence the stones,
he saici ,  'an indignant publ ic ur ight act as the London publ ic did in
regards to the rai i ings of H,vde Park, when the claint  to hold meetings
was interfered with '  ( l -egg 1986: 162).  l l is son, however,  of fered Stone-
henge to the nat ion, at  t i re excessively high pr ice of t l25,()00 ar-rd
tr , i th the proviso that he retain hunt ing and graz- ing r ights.  When this
offer was turnecl down, he threatened to sel l  i t  to the Americans. In
1901,  w i tL r  the  approva l  o f  the  Soc ie t l ,o f  Ant iquar ies ,  he  erec ted  a
barbed rvire fence arout-rcl  the monuntent or. t  t l te specious gror,rnds that
the new mil i tarv camp on Sal isburv Plain rnight result  in clamage. He
put in two custocl ians and charged an entrance fee of a shi l l ing a head
{t}re eqr-r ivalent of  f ,5 today * obviouslv bevond the means of nrost
people).  Fi inders Petr ie and l-ord F.verslel '  ( founder of the Cortrnrons
l)rotect ion Society) took Antrobus to court ,  but as Everslev renrarked,

the judge apJrearecl  to regarcl  with equaninr i t l ' the exclusiot.r  f ron the
monurnent of the great brr l l< of the publ ic.  FIe was eviclent ly uncler t l re
i rnpress ion  tha t  the  vu lgar  popu lace  had,  l rv  the  r  des t r t rc t i ve  p ropens i t ies ,

c l i squa l i f iee l  thentse lves  as  v is i to rs  to  a  p lace  o f  an t iquar ian  jn te res t  (c i t cc l

in I-egg 1 98tr:  I  tr f i  t .

B .  
' l  

hc  po l i t i ca l  i rnp l i ca t ions  o l  c r ' l cb ra t ing  a  ( .e l t i c  pas t  a t  a  l i r re  r .v l te l  t l r c  l rng l i s i r
n 'e re  p r r t t rng  c lowr r  the  l r i sh  r t 'as  l ro t  los l  o r r  l i t r  I louse o f  ( lonu lons  l i v l r r r ra \  198( ) ) .



1  l 4  S tone i r enqe

Lverslel '  s l l r r l r ised that the ludge lvas n' luch inf l t renced bv a l ine from
Horace lvhich, f reelv translated, runs: ' l  hate the profane crowd and I
exc lude t l re tn . '  N ine tv  vears  la te r  th ings  have t ro t  changed tha t  much.

In 19-l5 Storrehenge nas put t tp ior auct ion, and a tu ' l r  Chubb (perhairs

ironical l l  r -r f  the lock-ancl-kev famil ,v) botrght i t  for his r ,v i fe after she
remarkcd over breakfast that 'she wor-t ld l ike to owtt  i t ' .  Mr Chubb paid

f,6,6()0. I rr  l9 lB he gave Stonelrenge to the nat ion, with the express
vr,ish that access shoulcl remair-t free. Unfortunatell. ' ire added the pror,'iso
'r . rnless the Nl inistr l '  of  Works deemed ott ter"t ' ise'  (Legg 198{r) .  l ' t ie
Irstabl ish nren t 'deemed ot i rerwi se' ,  and Ston ehenge becatne a m usel ln-t .
i ;enced i l r ,  avai lable onlv to those wl-to pa1' ,  i t  is no longer part  of  a
l iv ing lanciscape ( l ,owentl ' ral  1979, but see Dialogue wit l i  Ucko, p. 140).

I'toteclirt.g tltc Site 'frtr tlte Nation'

. f  acquetta I{alvkes's archaeological  wri t ings are no longel in vogue, but
one terse statement has been ci ted and re-ci ted: ' l .verv age' ,  she said,
' l ias the Storreirenge i t  deserves - or desires'(Hawkes 1967:171).  At
the  t ime,  she was reac t ing  to  the  commerc ia l  deve iopment  o f  the
Stc"rneirenge visi tors '  centre. Fler comment \ .vas apposite then, and
remains so r1ow. C)nlv,  norv, the Stonehenge that we have has not only
become a tacky tour ist  t rap, but also, once a vear,  at  the approach of
the Surnnrer Solst ice, becomes a gulag. The arc l ights go up, the razor
rvire unrolls, ancl police and securitv rnen patrol tcith tireir clogs. For a
briel  nroment t i re physical  force that sustains the power of the rul ing
c iasses  v is ib lv  f lexes  i t s  musc les .  In  1985 f i ve  hundrec l ' tLave l le rs '1a
label that covers a great assortment of people who move around the
countrvsicle in old l 'ans and buses) or ' f ree fest ivalers 'wcre arrestecl
ancl two irur-rc'ired veiricles were irnpounded. In 1988 there was a repeat
performance. In the last fen'  vears there has been an eerie si ience: no
one, except the pol ice ancl selected jotrrnal ists (and a felv brave free
fest ivalers crawl ing through the long grass),  is therc tc i  rvatclr  the sur.r
r i se .

' l ' i rere is no doubt that the confrontat ional pol i t ics of the J 'hatcher
vears have t l rrown into high rel ief  some of the conf l icts t i rat  underwri te
Llr i t ish societ\ ' .  l t  was not fortr . r i tous that Wappirrg ( the pr inters '  str ike),
( ) rg reave ( the  rn ine ls 's t r i ke ; ,  and the  LJa t t le  o f  the  l lean f ie ld  a t
Stonehenge occurred within a vear of each other.  J 'he sanre tact ics,
invr-rh, i rrg t l re deplovmernt of non-local unident i f iable pol ice, were used
in eaclr  errr- 'c lunter.  

' l 'he 
same language def ined and excornrnunicated

' the  o t l re r '  [ ]o r  NI rs  ' l ' ha tcher  the  n- r iners  were  ' the  e l te l l l v  rv i t l r in ' .

Contested Landscapes
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Reprocluced by kind permission of l lector Breeze

Assistant Chief Constabie Clement admit ted that he 'would not be
t l te sl ightest bi t  t rotrbled i f  .  .  .  I the picketsl  were trarnpled b) '  horses' .
As for t i re travel lers,  f )ouglas Hurd label lecl  t i renr 'mecl ieval br igancls ' ;
I r , l r s  Thatcher  b raved ' I  w i l l  do l  anv th ing  I  can  to  make ] i fe  d i f f i c r r l t
for suclr  things as hippv convovs' ;  Sir  lohn Cope, Torv Ml ' ,  t rumpeted
'we need a paramil i tan'poi ice force' ;  and l lo lrert  l (e1' ,  local ' l  orr , ]vf l ' ,
ga\/e awa,v part  of  the reason for t l - r is anger and disquiet,  ' two irunclred
nomads are  sqr ia t t ing  i l l ega l l t ' on  p r i r . 'a te  lanc l  . . .  there  lna l r  [q  u
sensibler case for the r .rse of t roops. '

N' lecl ia coverage ref lectecl ,  and cont inues to ref lect,  s irni lar prejr-rc l ices.
l ' l re Nerls o[ t l rc \{r t r ld headl ine reacl 'Sex-mad 

lunkie out laws make the.
L le l l ' s  Ange ls  look  l i ke  l i t t le  Noddy ' ( l {oser - rberger  1991) .  ln  a  pos t -
l -hatcher,  less confrontat ional mode, darnages against the pol ice have
been awardec l  to  bo th  t rave l le rs  and mi r re rs . " ' l - i te re  h lve  l reen 'u 'ague lv

9 .  
' l - i r e  'Ua t t l e  o f  t he  Bean f i e l d '  t ook  pJace  i n  - l une  1985 .  S i x  vea rs  l a t e r ,  i n  . June  i ! 19  l ,

1 , 23 , (XX)  n ' as  awa l r l t ' d  t o  24  p l a i n t i f f s  f o r ' assau l t ,  damage  t o  l f l e i r  ve l r i c l c s  a r rd  p rope r t \ ' ,

a n d  f o i ' r r o t  b e i n g  g i v e n  t l r e  r e a s o n s  i o r  t i r e i r  a r r e s t ' .  l l o r v e v e r ,  t l r r , j u c l g e  n r a n a t e d  t o

f i nc l  t he  po l i ce  no t  gu i l t v  o f  u r t l a t r ' [ u l  a r r es t  and  t l r ev  t he rc , f o re  d i d  r r o t  have  t o  pa t ' t l r c

c c r s t s  o f  t l r e  t r i a l .  S o  t i r e  p ) a i l r l r f l s ' ; r n ' a l d s  * ' e r e  s r t a l l o l i , e d  r r p  i l r  l e 8 a l  c o s t s . ' l - l r e  r l i r ; e r s '

co l r f r r ) n t r t i ( ) r )  w i t h  t he  poJ i c t r  { r . r r  v i ce  ve rsa l  a t  ( ) r g l eave  j n  \ b l l . . s } r i r c . ) ccu r re ( l  i n  l u r r t -

1984 .  I n  - l t r l r ,  1q8 .5  t he  case  aga ins t  t he  9 -5  p i ckc t s  was  r l r opp t ' c l .  I n  l t r r r e  
' | 99  

I  39  ( f o r r r e r )

r t r i ne r s  shu red  { ' 125 . (XX- )  o l l t - . J f - c . ) u l t  co rn l ) ensa t i o l r  f r r rm  t l r c  SoL r t l r  Yo rksh i r e  J ro l i c ' e  f o r

assa l r l t ,  r v ro r rg f r r l  a r r es t ,  ma l i c i o r r s  g r rosecu t i on  and  i a l se  i r np r i so r r r r cn t  ( ( ; udn l i t u r ,  Z ( )

I r . r n e ' 1 ( ) c / l ) .
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t  ot l r - ' i l ia tor t -  t t toves that  never ,  l ro lvever ,  ntater ia l ise i i - r to  a l tv th i r rg sol id .' l ' l r e l  
n t r r i ' f l t ,  r l l he r  t han  l e . ! o l ve ,  t l r e  unc le r l t ' i l r g  l ens ions .

l ' l r e  t r r i ' c l l c r s ,  as  i l l r  t r r rP ropc l . t i r - c l ,  ana rch i c  rn inc l r i t r ' ,  e r r rage  l l r e
[ : . s ta i r l i sh r r ren l .  l n  pa f  t i (  l i l a f ,  t he i '  en rage  w l ren  t l r e t '  l av  c l a i r n  t o
s lone l reng ,e .  l sha l l  f e l L l r r l  t o  t hen r ,  L r r - r t  I l van t  f i r s t  l o  cons i c j e r  whc r
a t f en lp t s  t o  ca l i  t he  t u r re .  l n  an  e ra  o f  f l ex ib le  cap i t a l i sn r ,  who  a re  t he

J lo t ! t - t ' - b t t l k c r . s  a t  S t i l t t chenge?  n 'ha t  t l e  t he  econo rn i cs  o f  an  i r nag i r r c r l

l i r r s t : ' r r ' l t o  v \ ' f i t es  t l r e  sc r i p f s /  a r r c l  r v l t r i  [ ' r r r vs  t l i e ; t r -< l c l u r : t ?

1 \ '  I  t  t  r '  ( ) t y t  t  \ '  5 l  (  ) t  t  ( l  r  ( t  r  [ : c ; '

\ ' \ i i r o  -  o l f i r i r l l r ' -  o \ \ ' r ) s . s t o n e l r e n g e ?  I r r r g l i s l r  l l e r i  t a g c ' o w n s ' t h c  s i t e
' [ o r  t l r t '  r r a t i o n ' .  l t t  l l l c  N a i i o n a l  

' l ' r t r s t  ' c i r , r ' l r s '  I , 5 ( ) ( ]  a c r c s  a r o t r n c l
S t 0 r r e h e n g e ,  l l s o ' f o r  t l r c  n a t i o n ' . , s r r f l o  l o c r ' ,  t l r e  i \ . { i r r i s t r y ' o l ' l ) e l ' e r r c e
'o \ , vns ' r . ' i r s t  s t re l r . l r es  o f  Sa l i sb t r r v  p la in ,  p r csun ra t r lY  f o r  t i r e  c l e i cncc  o l
t l l t ' t l a t i o n . l l  l ' l r c  t t c r v  v i s i t o r s ' c e n t r e  r v a s  s c l r e r i t r l e t l  t o  l t e  L r u i l t  o r r  i l r e
i ' r l gc  o l  l l r e i l  l r : r r ; r i r r ,  i r L r t  l l t i s  e r r c l i t ac . l r n re rn t  l r as  bee l r . seen  o f f  ( bu t  se i -
g r  1 8  i r .

l 1 ) .  \ l , r r r ' ; t r ( . r l t ; t l ( , 1 \ ' .  11 i , . ' l a r t l l  on  r , , ' i r i c i t  S to r r t , l r t r r ge  s ta r r t l s  i r  r i r i , r rC t l  I r v  t l rC , l  ) e l r l r t r r t r - , n t
i i l  { l l e  l , t r t  i r o t ] | t t l r r 1 ,  l r l t t  i 1 s  t r r l r r r ; r r 1 t ' r l t n (  i \  ( : , n t n l s { r ( i  t o  l : r r g l i : , l r  I l c r i t a g e .  i l  q r r a n ! l ( r
r ' s 1 ; r l r l i s l t r , r i  l , \  \ ,  |  ( , 1  l ' ; r r  l i , r r r r r - , r r l  r r r  l ( ) l J . r ,  ( ( , c l l ( i i t ) {  J ( t l l ( r t .

|  1  l { r  1 1 ' 1 ' 1 " 1  l i l Q l  ; i r r r l  l t ) t i l  l i t t  \ \ i r r  ( ) l l r c r ' n ( . l l r ) t i a t r ' 1 1  l i r i ,  P r r l t  l t a : t  r , l  J . J , { } ( ) l l  i l ( r c s
1 |  t l l r ' \ r ) l l l l , ) l  \ t r r r r I l r I i t q t '  S t t l r s c r l u r . l r t  i ) t i r ( l r e s c s  l t a , . ' r .  l r t r i r r ! l t 1  i l  r r I  t o  o l , l x ) o  a c r c s
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L , l r g l i s l r  I l e r i t a g e  a n d  t l t t '  l ' i a t i o r t : r l  
' l l t t s t  

a c t  i n  t l t e  i n t e r c s t s  o f  t l t e  -

he te roge r reo r r s  anc l  t e t r s i o r t e t l  -  I r , s t ; r l r l i s l l t t t t r t t .  
' l l i l ' o t r g l t  

t l r t '  l ( . ) 70s ,

e i g l t t i e s  a n c l  i n t o  t l r e  e a r l r , r r i n e t i e s  t l t c  r a d i c a l i s r n  t l r a l  o t t c , :  i n l o t t t t t ' r l

a t teJnpts to protect  311f l  p l ten r rp t l ie  c 'o t in t r t 's i r le  err ,aporatr , ' t l .  I la t i ica l isr r t

r l as  re l r l i r ce r l  i r r ' y ' r opu l i s t  r i t e to t ' i c  -  c l< i i  t t s  b t r l l l a  I r t r  r r t i r  l t c r i t ag . c .

r l a i r r t a i r r i n  g  aonu t tu t t t l  t , t t l t i t . s  ( apo l i t i ca l ,  r i r ga t t i c ,  s tab l t ' ,  a r t t l  d te l l l i '

t r n e c l i r a l l ,  p l o r r r o t i n g  l r n r l i t i o r r t r l  s l i i l l s .  r \  r l r r t o r i c  t l r a t  o r r l v  t l i i r t l r '

t l i sg r r i ses  bo t l r  o l d  anc l  new  c lass  i r t t e l es t s . l : l

[ -  I  t  c ,Skt  t  t  c l  t  e t  t  gr"  LI  o t  t  e t '  -  l , t  t '

C - , o n t r a r v  t o  a  c o n s e r v a t i o t r  r l t e t o r i c  t l r i r i  t r r l r h a s i s c s  a ' g r c t ' r t ' s r t t a l l

L l r r s i n e s s  e c o n o r n v  a n d  t h e  e l r c ( ) u r a g c n r e n t  o f ' s p e c i a l i s e t i  s i . i  l i s ,  t h c

r i ' a l i t v  o l ' p rese rva t i o r t ,  conse rva t i on  anc l  pu l t l i c  access  i s  ve r r . ' ' l r i c '

l l r s i ness .  I n  a  c l i r r a te  o f  i l r c i t r s t r i a l  t u t t  c ' r l ; t i n t v  a r i c l  i t t  t l r , :  eo tn l t t t t t r i sec l

age  t i f  f l ex iL r l e  cap i t a l i sn r ,  i nves t r r t cn t  i r r  i r r r - l us t r y  a r t r l  p ro l t e t t ) ,  l t ec t : t r t es

more  p rob len ra t i c .  An r l  t he  t o r r r i s t  r t t a r i i e t ,  r l l r i c l r  r e t l l r i t ' c s  i ess  i nves t -

n ren t  i r r  f i xed  f r c i l i t i es ,  l oo l , . s  i nc reas inc l t '  a f t l ac t i r . e . l 3  , , \ l t l r o r rg l r  t hc

l l 5  n r i l l i r r r i  i and  r i s i ng )  ea r ' - r na r l<e r l  f o r  t l r c  n t - l v  S to t t e i r e i rg r . '  v i s i t o r s '

r : en t r c  secn l s  a  su i r s ta r t t i a l  an to r rn f ,  t i r e  l c l  t r r r r s  ' , v i l l  i l r t < ]o r r l r t r - ' r l l v  i r ' - '

c r l t r a l l v  s u b s t a n t i : r l  ( p r .  I 8 I  ) . 1 ' 1

i n  1 9 8 . 1  p , o v e n r r r e n t  r e . s p o r r s i l r i l i t v  l o r  t l r r ' p r c s c r v a f i o n  o f  : r n < ' i r : r r t

n ro r r r r r l en t s  an< l  [ o l  sc ien t i f i c  r esea l r - t r  r , r ' ' as  l r a r t t l r ' r l  o t , r r ' 1o  l r , r r g l i s l r

l  l e r i t age  -  a  ( l r r an { ( ) ,  a t r t o r ro rn t i r r s  i r u t  5 i i a te - i ' r  u r c l ed .  l . o r s l  i v l on tag i r  o l '

I i t ' a t r i i eu  (au tho l  o f  H r , , t l  l t t  ! , i t ' c  i r t  t r  . \ ! r i l i ' l t ' l i r nnc  , , t r t d  . \ l okc  l t l o r r c t ' )  l ( ) ( r l (

t he  c l r a iL  anc l  one  c i f  t h t ' : ; t a te r l  a i n i s  l r t ' e l r r r i r . ' t l r r  l t cavJ  f  r f ( ) n ) ( ) t i ( ) r 1  { } l

l o u l i s r r r  ( l  I e r v i s o n  l c l 8 7 :  c l t . 4 ) .

l l .  . l ; r c o i r s  ( 1 t q . l r ;  l q 9 . 1 i ) ;  l ! l 9 t ) i ' 1  1 .  , 1  i ,  l { ) 2 )  t l i s r r r ! s l c  l l r i s  r } r c t o r i t ' i l r  t h ' . ' r ' o n l c l l  r r l

t l r e ' S , ' \ \ ' l - .  l i r i t a i r r ' s  l l t r i t a g t ' r . - a t t r f r a i g t r  t t t r t r i t t l i i  i r t  l i r t ' r t t i d  l ! . ) 7 t ) s  i n  t i r c ' l l t r c ' o J  l l r r r ' ; r l s

b r  t l r r , t l t e r r  L l b o r r r  g o v c r r u l r c l r t  t o  i l u I c s t  a  \ \ ' c , r l t l r  l ; r r  r l c t r i r t r c r t t : r l  l r ,  I l r c  l ) r { ) l ) i ' , l i ( ' d

c i a s s r , ' s . ' l i r t , \ ' i c l o r i a  a n r l  i \ l i t e r l  l \ ' l t r s | r r t t t  J ) r r l  t ) n  i i l r  l : r l r i i r i l i i l r r  ( ) i l  l l r ( ' t l l r ( ' i r i  l ( )  ( ( ) { r , r l r \

I r ' r r r r ,  r  r r l r i r  I r  s " r . . l , ' t l  t l r i . , , r r r r i r ; r i r i r . .

1 . 3 .  A l t l r o u g l r  f l r e  f i g r r r ' . ' s  a r e  s , r r r i c i v l r i r l  ( ) L r t  o l  r l a t { , ' ,  l . r r r t r l e t ' {  l 9 l i E )  r ' s t i r n ; t t t t l  f i r t  r r i : l

( ) l  c t c i l t i l l g  a  j o i r  i n  ' r . l l r u [ a ( ' l r i l i i l 1 1  l l  f . . ] : l , o ( X ) ,  i r r  r r r I c l r a r r i c a l  t - r ] ! i r r r , ' , : r i l g  i r 1  l . l 1 ) ( 1 , ( X X l ,

a l t c l  i l t  l o r r r ' sn l  - r t  f . - 1 (XX) .

1 4 .  I  I r c  l a k i r t q s  f t o t l  t l r e  \ i r r t  i ! .  t \ i i k i r t c l  - ( i t { ) l )  r !  \ r t r k  t l t ' t t ' ,  I ) c r  \ ( l t r a r l t ' f o , , t .  ' ' , , 1  , , ,  , , ,

t ( )  r e ( e s \ i i ) n ,  r r o r e  t l r i r r r  c l e t r ' \ l l r r k s  a t t t l  \ l , t ' n c c r s  i r r  l l r c ' l ; l t r l  6 1 r r ' | t  l i t r ' ( ) r l o t t l  S l l c t l

l t r i t n c l t ( l i a l < c r  1 ( ) S , q ) . ' l  l i < ' r r i l r i t l r 0 t ( ) i  r 1 ] i l s { ' r i l r ) \ i r t r ' l r ' , r , , c r j  l , r ' r r V t ' r i r o J r l ' 1  1 r ' 1 1 1  t i r : r i n p i  l l r r

l ( ) 7 o s  a n t l , l { ) s .  l { o r r g i r l r  o l r ( ' t t t I l \ r ' u r t  o i r , - n i ( l  r " . , ' i ' ,  I l r t , ' ,  r ' r ' r ' l ' ,  l i t t t i  l ) \  t l r { '  ] ; r i r '  l ' ) l l { ) ' ,

t l t c , r e r v , . ' r r , ( ) \ ' ( ' r 2 0 ( ) ( l l i l u s i - ' r i l i l 5 i i l ( , r a ; l l  l i r i t r r r t i l c N i r o r r  i ' l f i - ; 1 1 1 . 1 t . \ \ i l l r l l l | r , L : , , r , r r r

< ,  r r n i ,  l r r r  r '  n r o v c i l  s l t o r l  i i v i  c j
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I '  rt ' .st ' t tI- i t t,J t l t e P o sl

Stonelrenge r )o\ ,v  has to rnake monc\ , .  l t  a lsc l  has tc)  be preserved,
cor lserr ,er l  a  nc i  preserr tec l .  l 'he v is i tors '  centre -  as evervone f reelv
acl inotv lec l i les -  is  a botched at te lnpt  to  prov ide four is t  fac i l i t ies,  keep
people an 'av f ronr  the archaeological l r '  sensi t i r . 'e  centra l  par t  of  the
lnor- runre l r t ,  and present  in format ion about  the p lace ancl  the landscape.
I t  has been r ig l r t l r ,  berated for  i ts  neo-bruta l is t  arc i r i tecture,  inadequate
par l< ing,  and for  i ts  fac i le  ' r l tac i lo '  h is tor ica l  presentat io t r .

Urr t i l  ve l r , recent l ) , ,  the tunnel  that  went  uncler  the road took one
bacf :  t l i ror - rgh t i rne v ia an Astronaut ,  i lenrv VI l l ,  the Rclman L,ntp i re,
i ;gvpt  anr l  t i re  I 'haraohs -  l lo t  a  \a, 'omal ]  in  s ight  -  to  Storrehenge and
the  l l eg i r rn ing  o f  C i v i l i sa t i on .  

' l ' he  
t i n te - t r - rnne l  de 'bouched  on to  t he

sre()n s\ rar(1 surro l rnc l ing the stones.  
- i -here 

were lagain unt i l  recent lv  -

thev have row been mor,ed to the car-park)  three d iorarnas. ] 'he f i rs t
c iepr ic ts  a sor t  of  rura l  arcacl ia ,  a pastora l  scene wi t i r  ear l l '  Storrehenge -

the barrk ancl  d i tch -  j t rs t  v is ib le in  the backgrotrnd (F igure 2 ia) .  In  the
second,  a n ian stands poisecl  betr ,veen rura l  arcadia and c iv i l isat ion
(F ig r - r re  2 l i r ) .  I r i  t he  t h i r d  a  ch ie f  -  r r i ode l l ed  on  K i r k  Doug las  -

branr l ishes h is  ins ignia of  pol r rer  as he ta lks to h is  nra le cronies ( l . igure

23).  l r r  the backgror ind t l rc  la l tour  force bear,ers Arva\ , . ' l - l te  empl tas is
is  orr  por 'ver  ancl  on techl to logr '  -  l ru i ld ing,  construct ion,  p lanning,
co l r t r o l .

I t  is  a verv par t icr , r lar  sor t  of  h is torv.  One that  soes hand in hand
l t i th  the lnc l re general  conservat ive vers ior- r  (v is ion?)  of  the past  of fered
bv  [ r r rg l i s l r  He r i t age :

. l  
l r t '  Na t rona i  I l e r i t age  i s  ren ra rkab l i '  b roac l  anc l  r i ch  .  .  .  i t  i s  s i r nu l t -

aner . rus iV a rcprescntat icr r t  Ol  th t  t lcVt loIntent  ( ) f  a t -s lhet ic  r .x l ) rcss i i , l t
a l tc l  l t  t t 's t i t t ' to t t \ I  to  tht ' ro le Pi i ived bv the nat ion i r r  r ' r 'or lc l  h is torr . ( ' fhe
Firs t  .At t t t r . ra l  l lepor t  of  l l re  Nat ional  I lc . r i tage IVleuior ia l  I : r - rnd,  c i tec l  i r r
I l t , r v i s o n  1 9 8 7 ) .

See p.  I  [J( )  for  s imi lar ,  r ] tore recent  sent i rnents.
Apart  f rom act ing as the custodizrns and entreprenelr rs  of  prehistor ic

r r r< lnunrents,  l ' ,ng l ish I ' . ier i tage anci  the Nat ional  
- l  

rust  have focused on
t l rc  lancl r t tarks of  those wi th potver  and rveal th,  inscr ibcc l  in  arr  aesthet ic
t l ra t  br 'passes,  as i t  has c lo l te  for  centur ies,  t l te  labor . r r  that  createc l  the
tvel t l l l t .  Jv lore recent l t ' the net  l tas been cast  lv ider ' ,  b t r t ,  despi te acqLr i r ing
V ic to r i an  bac l i - t o - l t acks  o r  r l e re l i c t  n r i l l s  o r  r n inc : ; ,  t he  p resen ta t i on
ret t ta i t . ts  sar t i t isec l  at tc l  ror t tant ic ise 'c1,  errp i ras ing local  co lour  rather  than
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Figure  2 ' la  Eng l ish  Her i tage recons t ruc t ion  o f  the  f i rs t  phase a t  S tor rehenge

(ohoto :  B .  Bender )

Figure 2- lb Reconstruct ion of  phase 2 at  Stonehenqe
(photo:  B.  Bender)
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Figure 22 Reconstruct iorr  of  phase 3 at Stonehenge
(photo B. Bender)

the socio-ecc)trolnic concl i t ions that generate both wealth and poverty,
people's pain or their  resistance.

Storreherrge is 'explained'  in terms of roots,  and of 'our '  and 'c ieep'

nat ional past.  I t  te l ls t l ' re storv of those empolered to make decisions
;rnd to nral<e clairns on people's labour.  l t  is a top-down past that ends
l r 'hen  the  las t  s tone was pu t  in  p lace .  l t  i s  a  rnuseurn  exh ib i t ,  a  p lace  to
be Iooker, l  at ,  caught on f i lur,  consumed or-r  s i te and, via plrotographs
ancl sciuvcnirs (anci  nremories),  back home. Hence the incongrui tv of
the marginal ised travel lers or Druids laying claim to t t re place and
perce iv ing  i t  as  a ' l i r r ing 'space,  a  rneet ing-p lace ,  a  r i tua l  cen t re .

Stonehenge becorne-s 'oLrr '  nat ional icon, exemplar of past glor ies,
l tart  c i f  our rrat iorral  ident i t r , ,  part  of  our j r-rst i f icat i<tn for remaining
against the or lc ls -  in the top league of rvor lc l  piayers. Anci vet,  at  the
same t i rne, anci  rry l ' r i lst  being vigorouslv reworkecl as a commercial
proposit iorr ,  i t  e.rentpl i f ies'Errglarrd's green and pleasant land' ,  bulwark
aqainst the forces of moclerni tr ' .

Arrcl tlrc Role of' 't ltc ArcltoetLio.gisls
' [ ' l re 

cctt tservrt iot t  ant i  rni l rket ing lobbv depencl for their  i l r forntat iotr
rn r l  t - rp lanat io r r  o f  the  pas t  o r r  the  acac lenr ic  es ta i r l i shnrer r t  -  in  the

Con tes ted  Lanc l scapes

case of Stonehenge, the archaeologists.  Archaeologists just i fv their
rnonopoly c-rn information i rr  terrns of the scietr t i f ic r igour of t i te ir
discipl ine. Thev have the artefacts,  the dat ing tnater ials and ntethods,
tha t  pernr i t  t i re  r igorous  recons tn tc t i c in  o f  the  pas t .  I r r  rea l i t l ' the
archaeological excavations at Stoneltenge throughout th is century harre
been piecerneal,  of ten sl ip-shod, and, unt i l  recel ' r t ly,  ur-rpubl ished, and
archaeologists st i l l  understand relat ively l i t t le about the social  ancl
pol i t ical  condit ions and the cul tural  percept ior-rs of t l ' re people who
bu i l t  a r rd  used Stonehenge.  l s  Nonethe less ,  as  t i re 'o f f i c ia l '  in te rpre ters .
archaeoiogists,  by and large, repuci iate the 'al ternat ir . .e '  theories of the
Ner,r 'Agers, and side with the conservat ionists in l inr i t ing access to the
stones and preventing celebratiorrs on the grounds of potential damage.
Only one academic book -_ edited b1, Ohippindale -  has been pubi ishecl
that presents the att i tudes and aspirat ions of a rvider range of people,
and even then there  is  no  a t lenrp t  to  suggest ; ross ib le  conrpromiscs
t ( ' l r i g r p i n d a l e  e t  a l .  1 a 9 t ) ) .  \ \ ' l r e r r  t h e  p o l i t e  d t r g  a  t r e n c l r  1 . 5  f e e t  l o n g
anc l  6  fee t  w ide  across  the  en t rance to  the  l r ree  Fes t i r .a l  f ie ld  t l te
arciraeologists fai led to protest,  just as they have never protested at
the despol iat ion of the landscape to t l re north of Stonchenge by the
Ministr-v of Defence f i r ing ranges and tanl< runs.

Archaeologists atternpt to eschew pol i t ics.  One of the archaeologists
on the Commission that repudiated the Irree Fest ival ,  washed his hancis
of the predictable confrontation that would occllr. ' lt is most important,'
he said, ' to draw the dist inct ion bet iveen the defensible decisions as
such and their  execut ive consequer 'rces, largelv in the hands of others'

1|owler 1990). ' lo the travel iers t f ie archaeologists are the 'unconscioi-rs

i 5 .  Asc l r e r sOn  (198 f ] )  r en r l r ked  on  t \ do  cu r ren t  r enc l i t i ons  o f  t l r c  t r ans i t i on  f r o rn  l . a t L .

Neo l i t l r i c  l L r  t a r l t ' l l r onze  Ase .  f l r e  f i r s t  r l l an r s  a  ( ( ) n t r as t  bc , lween  t hose  w i rosc  y l r r t ' 3 r

d e r i v e s  l r o r n  c o n r r n u r t a l  r i t u a l  e x l l r c s s e c j  i n  c o l l c c t i r c  a r t l r i t e c t u r a l  e n t e r p r i s e s ,  a n t l  a

new  b reec l  o f  t h rus t i ng  i nd i v i dua l s  u ' l r ose  r i ch l v  cc l r r i pped  s i ng le  i nh tuna t i ons  shon 'a

con te l n l ) t  i t o t h  f o r  t r ad i t j ona l  a r i s t oc r : l t i c  r i t ua l  a l r d  f o l  co l l ec t iVe  va lues .  l n  t he  a l t e rna t i ve

reac l i ng ,  t he  O ld  Neo l i t h  j c  es tab l i shn ren t  $ Ie r c ' conse rva t r ves  l aden  n ' i t h  So ld  a r t c i  d l v i t r e

knou ' l t ' c l ge ,  sc l r e rn i ng  t o  c i e fe l r c l  t l i e i r  i n f l r - r e r r ce  rga ins t  l oca l  r e l r e l s  and  scep i i c s  t r ' l t o ,

i n  t un i ,  cha fed  t o  ge t  r i ( l  o f  t he  o l r l  f r auds  and  n r r  t l r i ngs  i n  a  r no< leu r  na l  r v i t l t  l l eake l

po t t e r v  and  rne ta l  t oo l s ' .  \ ' e t  ano t i t e r  r r e r s i o r t  t u l ns  S to r )e l r engc  i n t o  a i l  ' a s t r o l r o l l i ( a l

l abo ra to r r ' '  -  F red  I l ov l e ,  A : ; t r onon re r  l t ova l ,  e l en  sugges te ( l  t ha t  t he  as t f o l ) o rne rs  r r ' e r r . ,

pe r i r aps ,  a  gene t i ca l l l ' c l i s t i nc l  g roup  {C i l r i pp i r r da l c  198 .1 :  264 ) .  As  i l i l a r r ' ,  Wes  an t l  I ) a r r l

{ p . 9 ( )1  po i r r t  ou t ,  l l r esen t  c l av  soc ia l  c t i n f i g r r r a l i o r r s  o l t cn  sccJ r  t a ,  r ve i g i r  r a t hc r  l r eav i l v

i n  ou l  i n t e rp re ta t i o l r s  o f  t he  pas t .
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Reprodr.rced ir1, 1,1u0 perrnission of Merri ly f. larpr-rr

apo log i s t s  f o r  i nc ius t r i a l  c i v i l i sa t i on ' ,  anc l  t he  I oc - r t e r s  o f  g ra ' u ' es
( ' l  l r o r n l r s o r r  c i t e d  i n  ( . h i p p i r r d a l e  I t ) 8 3 :  2 4 U ) . r ( '

l \ ' / r r . r  ( i c l s  I o  ( )o?

l : oL  l v l r o rn  i s  t l r c  s i t e  p resc rved  a r r r l  t he  exp lan l t i ons  o f l e re t l J  N {a in l v

[oL  l l t c  t ou r i s t s  w l ro  p r l  t l i e i r  n r r r r r c ' u ' a r t d  a re  t l t cn  co r ra l l ed  t h roL rg ] t

t l rc  l rar l iers ar t t l  a long t l re  pat l rwai 's  ropecl  <t f f  f rcr rn t l te  centre.  Onl l
t l r os t ' n ' i t l r  aca r l c rn i c  c rec l cn t i a l s ,  r t r . t hose  i n  t l t e  ac l i ' e r t i s i ng  i r r c l us t r r '
r l i t l r  cno t r r l r  r t . t one l  t o  l ) ; r \ :  f o r  p r i v i i egec l  acccss  ( l ; i gu re  2 .3 ) ,  c ross  t l t e
ropc ' s  t r n r l ,  u l r c l e r  s t r i c t  s r rpe rv i s i on .  cn le r  t hc  s to l ) cs .  l . hose  r , r , l t o  r l c r
no t  have  rnon t ' \ ' ,  o r  a r c  u r r r v i l l i t i g  t r )  l l a \ , ,  a re  ke ; l t  ou t .  I l r . ' f o r c t ,  i f
n ( ' r  ( ' s \ i i l  \  r I  i x t r t t '  J J  r .

I  ( , .  l i i r  i r . ( i r r ( ) n r l  . . \ n l r r i l r r r s  { r l i r o  P r o t e s t L ' t l  i r S ; r i l ) s t  t i } c  l ( ' r r c i l ) g  o l  1 ( ) r ) r ' l ) c t t { t e )  g r r r r r r l r l r ' t l

i n  i l r r '  i l o L r s c  o l  (  ( ) r l l r ] o n s  i n  l [ J / , 1  [ l r a l  ' s o l n c  o I  t l r c ' n r r t i r . ' n t  b a l r o r v s ,  t l r r o u g l r  h ; r r . i r r g

l r c c r r  1 i r ' ; l  r i f l t ' L l  l r  l n t i i l u i l f i a n s ,  l t a v t  I r c i : r t  c : a r l t t ]  a r v a t  a n c l  I e v e l l t t l  b ] ' l a r r n e r s .  I : o i

i r i r r r s r l l ,  i r e  l r c l i l ' " t ' t l  i 1  r , r ' l s  t l r t ' ; t r t t i t l L r a l i a n s  r v i r o  h a t l  < i o r r e  l l r c  i r r o s t  r r r i s c l r i c f  i n  [ . n g l a n d '

t L i t t ' r l  i t t  \ l t t t t a v  l t ) 1 1 ( l :  ( r . l ) .  I l i ' t r ; t s n ' t  l l r  r l t o t t g :  i n  t l r c  l i l s t  r k ' r ; r t l c  o l  t l t c  n i , t e l e e n t h

( r ' n l u r ' \  \ \ ' i l l i ; i n t  i . u n n i n g l ( ) l l  l t r t t i  l l i r  i { i c l r ; r r t l  ( . ( ) l l  l l o a l e ' r l r r ; r p i t t l ' ( ) \ , c l  t l i l e c  } t r r r r c l r t , r l

I r i r r r r t . , s  t l i i t l u u t l s  1 o ( ) l  
- l  

l l

Figure 23 Consuming the stones

I l o t r a  l i d t ' t o u r i s t s  a r e  t h e  o n e s  w h o  h a v e ,  s i n c e  1 9 0 1 ,  p a i d  t l t e i i

cn l rancc  fee .  I n  t he  
- l 920s  

the le  we re  20 , (XX)  pa . " - i ng  r r i s i t o r s ;  i n  l 955

l l J l . (XX) ;  i n  1q77 ,o ;15 ,0 (X ) ;  i t t  1q82  530 , (XX) ;  i t r  199 '1  ( t 72 ,OO(1 .  ( ) t t  t ' ,

l r t r t  S L u r r n r e r ' s  c l a y  i n  t l t e  p e a k  v e a r  o f  l q 7 l , 7 ( X X )  p c o p l c  a l r i v e ( l  i n  t l t e

c()ursc of  a c lav a l l ( l  t l rere were l \ ' \ r ( l  thousarrd v is i tors in  one i tour ' .  Near l r . '

t h ree -c lua r te rs  con le  f r o r t t  ove rseas ,  anc l  oF  those  nea r l ! ' ha l f  a re  l r o t l

t l r t '  L l n i t ed  S ta t cs .  On l i '  I  [ i  pe r  ccn t  o f  t l r c  v i s i t on  t l r ough t  S tonchcnge

n ,as  good  l a l r r c  1 ' o r  n r ( )ne \ / l  ( ( i o l r - l i ng  1989 ) .

l i r r - r r i s rn  a t  S tonehe r rge  as  e l sevvhe re ,  i s  an  exp r r ss ion  o f  t he  easc -

f r r l ness  o f  l ong -c l i s tancc  co lnn r t r  r r i ca t i on  and  t ra r re l .  'Wh t " ,  as  l t ' r . r c l<s
p r r t  i t , ' i 1 . r . l r e  can  a f f r - r r t i  t o  l i i ' t ' i n  d i f f e re r r l  agcs  a r r r l  c ' u l t r ues ,  r c ' s l r i c t

o n e s r l l ' 1 o  t h e  p r e s e n t ,  t l r e  l o c a l r ' I r c l e c t i c i s r r r  i s  t h e  n a t u l a l  e v o l r r t i c i n
o f  a  cu i t u re  r , t ' i t h  c i r o i c t '  ( c i t ec l  i n  I I a r ve r , ,  1 ( )89 :  B7 ) .

[ : r r r  n r a n l '  p e o l r l e ' s i g h t s e e i n g ' .  a s  l J o r r r c ] i t ' u  ( 1 9 8 - l t  1 : o i r r t i ' c l  o t r t ,  i s  a
f r r rn r  o f  svn r l i o l i c  cap i t a l :  p t r t t i l r g  t he  e rnp lu rs i s  on  l i r r o rn ; i ng  r v l t c r c  t c r
go  anc l  l l i r a I  t o  see  d i sgu i ses  l r o th  t he  su rp lus  r r , ea l t h  rec l t r i r e t i  and  t l r e
r v r r v  i r r  l v h i c h  s \ , n r b o l i c  c a p i t a l  t r a n s l a t e s  i n t c r ' r e a l ' c a p i t a [ ,  i r r e  r t ' a s i n g

l l r e ' r ' r i l u e ' o i ' t h o s e  n ' h o  l t o s s c s s  i t .  l l u t ' s i g l r t - s r e i l r { ' -  c o n n t ' c t i n g  t t l t
n , i t l r  t l r e  pas l  ( r n t r l t i  p l t -  f r ag rne r r t ed  pas ts ) ,  c l c ; r t i r r g  l ) r € : rno r i r s ,  r c ' r r r i r r -

i s c i ng  -  i s  a i so  pa r t  o f  t l r c  l l ' a r r  i r r  wh i ch  peop le  cons t r l r c t  a  sensc  o f

i t l c n t i t r ' . , ' \ r r t l  r l i f f e r e n t  s o f t s  o f  t o u r i s l s  c o i r s t n r a i  c l  i i f e r e n t  s o r t s  o f
i r l c r r t i t r , ( L l  r r l  l 9 9 O ) ,  a n c i  l o r  s o r t r c ' t i r e  s i g r r i l i c a n c e  o f  l l r c i r  e r i l ) c r i e n c r s

r r l r v  r , r ' r - ' i l  l r r ' r l eepe r  ru r r . l  l t e  r ] r ( ) r e  c ( ) l n l ) l c x  t ha r r  con lL ' i r t i ( ) na l  : ; l L r c l i c s

a r r c l  s r i f r ' ( : r ' s  o l  I e i s u r e ' a n c l  t o r u . i : t r r r  .  .  i r r r p i l ' ( ( . l a r k  e t  a l .  I 9 9 4 ) .  i l r o s c
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who come b,v car, bicycle or on foot distinguisit themselves from the
'mass ' tour is ts  who ar r i ve  by  to r - r r -b r . rs  w i th  a 'c lwe l l - t in te 'o f  twentv -
f ive minutes ( lnore than half  of  which, i t  has been ascertained, is taken
up with buying souvenirs, food and goiltg to the toilets). l 'hey may
prefer to see themselves as' travel lers '  (hippy or tr igh-class).  Those who
come b1, bus wi l l  have equal lv diverse agendas, and diverse percept ions
of what thev are doing and seeing. I t  is a mistake to assume that people
are the passive recipients or dupes of t t re heri tage industrv.  Just as Hal l
(1980) and others have shown with popular cul ture, so with heri tage,
people mol l ld and reconstruct their  experiences. As lVarren (1993) pLrts
i t ,  'Speaking the language of fantasl ' ,  [ toLrr ists]  can rernain subl imelt '
outsic le convent ional structures of logic and alrva,vs iust belrend ths
reach of t i re donrinant i regemonic forces' .  l )eople's understancl ings of
the places they- vis i t  are wounci around lv i t i r  ntenror ies, resonances,
and unpredictable connect ions. Real i t ,v,  Lacan orrce suggested, is mereh'
a prop on whici-r  we lean our drearns (as ci ted in Crang 1994).  And in
t i te 'ep-roch of juxtaposit ion, the epoch of t i re ncar and far,  of  the side-
br ' -s ide ,  o f  the  d ispersec l ' (Foucau l t  198( t :22) ,  t l re ' r ' i e l r ' s 'o I  tbe ' fc ro t -
loose'  t rarrel ler/ tour ist  wi l l  be i rnpressiorr ist ic and contparat ive, and
resonate cur iouslv and variabl ,v rvi th the her i tage packaging of a deep-
r o o t c d  a r t t l  s t l b l e  p a s t . i -

17 .  l J l r v  sugges t s  t ha t  w i t l l  t he  i nc reas ing  f l ows  o f  cap i t a l  an r i  p ' eop le  ac ross  na t i ona l

bo rde rs ,  peop le  n rav  i ose  a  sense  o f  a  co i r r ' r en t  na t i ona l cu l t u re .  i ' i r ey  b r , - pas t ;  t h t  na t i o r r a l

t { l  c rea te  a  sensc  o f  l oca l  i t l en t i t l ' ,  t r y } r i J s f  a t  t l r c  san re  t i r r r e  ga rne r i l r g  a  r no re  g l oba l  sense

o f  t he  pas t  t h rough  f r ag rnen ted  t . \ ,  J ) r esen la t i ons  and  t ou r i s t  f o raYs  l l j r r r , ,  n ' r ' i r k s i t i l p ,

N a t i o n a l ' l l u s t  C . e n t e r r a r v  C o n l e r e r c e ,  N { a r r c l r e s t t ' r  I 9 ! t 5 ) .

' l l 'e dectded to cme
o l l c r  a l l  t o  s e e  s o m e  o l
V o u r  t r a . d t t r c n o !  h t p ? y
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Stt  t lant '  di f l 'erent interest groups, so nany cl i f ferer-r t  t rnderstandings
of  the  Stonehenge landscapes.  F ina l l v  we have the  'a l te rna t ive '

landscapes rr f  l rc i t i t  t l te eccentr ic but respectable Druicls -  people wlro
often holcl down perfe6lly goocl fobs br-rt refect ortl-rodox reiigion -
and the travcl lers ancl f ree fest ivalers, n 'ho are often more sweeping in
t  h e i r  re j  ect ion of F,stabl ish rnerrt  orthodoxies.

' l 'he 
I  )Luids take their  cue froin Stukelet ' .  I  l re ancient Order of Druids

rvas fotrndecl in 1781, as part  of  the lLomantic movement,  happy tcr
pick trp tvhere Stukeley had lef t  of f .  A spl i r-r ter group, the Llni ted Orcler
of I )r t r ic ls,  rvas foundccl in 183-1. The l)nr ids worship at the Surnntcr
So ls t i ce  b t r t  thev  or r l v  s ta r ted  cor l ing  1o  Stonehenge in  1905.  Up to
t l re 197(Js the l )ruic ls were tolerated Lrv the l rstabl ishment. ' fhev wele
'erot ic ' ,  ancl  qui te goocl for the tour ist  t rade (Figure 25).

- l ' i re 
r tnacceptable 'wiert los'  are the New Age travel iers and my'r iad

other glor:pings (hippies, punks. bikers, rrusicians, c lowns, jugglers,
pt 'acc ;rct iv ists,  I le l l 's ; \ngels,  Quakers, FIare Kris lrna devotees) I ,vho held
t l reir  | ree l ;erst ival  i r r  the f ie ld ne.xt to Stonehenge for a decacle, f rom
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1 2 8 Stonehenge

the mid-1970s, culrninat ing in the 1984 Fest ival  r .v i ' r ic l -r  at tracted over
50,000 people (Rosenberger 1991) (Figure 26\.  I :or manv of them,
Stonehenge is (r 'vas) an important meeting-place, a place for spir i t r . ral
and other sorts of celebrat ions, weddings, exchanges, part  of  a seasonal
circui t  of  surrnler fest i r . 'a ls,  winter park-ups on commons or derel ict
urban sites. N4arrv of thern, like the l)ruids, beiieve that there are psvchic
forces at Stonehenge * energv f ie lds, ler ' l ines -  or that i t  is a temple for
ther rvorshipr of the sun and the ntoon, for t i re renewal of seasons. ls
C)le free fest iyaler said:

I t 's the rnain part  of  the earth energv svstcm . .  .  I t 's l ike a cl lakrc on the
earth's energ\ ' ,  \ou'r 'e got vour acuDultcture -  the svstem of the human
bodv ni t l . r  al l  the nrer idians ancl al l  t l . re burial  rnounds marking t f rem.
'flren vou'r'e g()t the cltokros of the huntan bodr,'rvhich are the bigger
ones l ike Olcl  . fertrsalern, Mecca, Egypt,  [ ,aster ls]and and Stonehenge.. .
( \ ' \ r i l i ie X: pers. contm.)

For several  years the authori t ies remained tolerant.  After 1978 the
stones were roped off, and standpipes, temporarv lavatories and rubbish
c.ol lect ion points were instal ied in the Fest ival  f ie ld (Golding i9B9).
'[ 'here rvas verv little vandaiism, and there was considerable self-policing.
i lut  l ' r1 ' the earlv 1980s government and media had turned against the
travel lers '  sel f-nanred Peace Convoy, fear ing them as anarchists and
connect ing thenr n' i t l i  the pol i t ical lv unpopular Peace Camps at
Greenharr ( lomnror-r ,  Molesworth, ancl  elsewhere. iq Despite the 1968
Carar-an Sites Act whicir  requires local aut i ror i t ies to provide si tes for
travel lers,  sucl-r  places became fewer and fewer. ln 1985 the Nat ional
'lrr-rst anil Irngiish Fleritage took out an injunction and the police moved
against thenr (Chippindale '1986).  

Tirere were violent showdowns in
1 9 8 5  a n d  I ! 1 8 8 .

l l J .  O r t  t he  r r t l t e r  han t l ,  t i t e  r nessages  a re  n ( ) t  a l r . vavs  so  sp i r i t ua l .  I n  1989  f ou r  g rea t

l e t t c r s  \ \ ' e r r  g ra f i t t i ed  on to  t l l e  s t c t ne :  l .  l -  \ ' -  F . .  l heY  have  l r een  c ]eaned  o f f ,  o f

ccx t r se ,  i t u t  t t o  t l o t t L r t  t hev  w i l l  s t i l l  be  v i s i b l e  unde r  X - ra r ' .  \ { e re  t he ) ' a  p roc l a rna t i on

abo t r t  t l r e  l i f e - f o r cc ,  o r  a  po l i t i ca l  c rec l o ,  o r  as  r un tou rec l  -  t he  t r n f i n i shed  l ogo  o f  a

cc r l a i n  1 ( )o tba l l  t ca r l ?

1-q.  \ ' .S.  Naiparr l  in  [ ' l rc  Enisrr t t t  o l -Arr iyal ,  was not  enthused bv t ] re t ravel lers:  ' l to t

g \ i ps i es  .  .  .  b t r t  t ' o r i l t g  c i t v  peop le ,  son re  o f  t hem c r i n r i na l s ,  w t ro  moVed  abou t  W i l t sh i r e

a l t c l  So r l t e i s c t .  i n  o l c l  ca r s  anc l  vans  anc l  ca ravans ,  Jook i r r g  f o r  f es t i va l s ,  con tmr tn i t i e s ,

c : i r t t l t  s i t f \ . . .  t \ s  a  c l e te f l cn t  N .1 r  I ) l r i l l i p s  hac i  t l r e  r ounc l  b r . r j l d i r r g  nounc l  a i r ou t  r v i t l t

l r a r l r r : < ]  n ' i l e '  tNa ipa t r l  1937 :  27 { ) ) ,

Contested Landscapes

FgsTtYAI, EYI 3UMMER 1989

Reproduced by kind pernrission of Pete Loveday

F igure  26  Free  Fes t iva l  a t  S tonehenqe

(photo  A lan  Lodge)
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I  30  S tone l r e r r t t e

' f l r e  
po l i ce  have  spcn t  ove r  f 5  rn i l l i on  po l i c i ng  S tonehenge .  1 ' he

govel l lnrer) t  l rarre passecl  a [ )u l r l ic  Order  Act  and a Cr iminal . lust ice Act .
' l  

he pol ice can no\r  af rest  two or  r r ' lore people 'unla l fu l lY proceeding
i r r  a  g i vcn  t l i r ec t i on ' ,  anc l  can  c rea te 'exc lus ion  zones /  t o  p reven t
cr)nf r r )ntat ion.  The antagonism to l r 'arc1s the t ravel ler  is  not  surpnsing.
' \ t  th t 'encl  ( ) f  the da1'L l tg lancl 's  lanclscape is  a propr ietor ia l  pal i rnpsest .
' I - l rc .  

t ravel le fs  o\ { l t  no land or  hct r - rses,  and pav no d i rect  taxes.

' 'Wben two or more ere gathered

togelher you're in brerch of
the Public Order Acl".

\
' - \

, ) :  \ \

f  o n t o s r e d  I  a n d s c a n o <  I  - l  I

Conclusion

lVhat I  have tr ied to do is to chart ,  and to begin to explain, a mult i tude

of voices and landscapes through t ime, mobi l is ing di f ferent histor ies,

d i f fe ren t ia l l v  empowered,  f ragmented,  bu t  exp l i cab le  l v i th in  the

h is to r ica l  par t i cu la r i t y  o f  Br i t i sh  soc ia l  and economic  re la t ions ,  and a

larger global economl' .  Marxist  theon, is not in fashion, but,  as Harvev
notes, re-negot iated i t  st i l t  resonates to our condit ion: 'What N4arx
depicts .  .  .  are social  processes at work undel capital ism conducive to

individual isrn, al ienat ion, ephetnerai i t ; ' ,  innovat iot t ,  creat ive destruc-
tion, speculative development - a sl-rifting experience of space and time,
as  we l l  as  a  c r is is - r idden dynarn ic  o f  soc ia l  change '  (Harvev  1989:  111) .
Does that not begin to engage with the confrontat ions -  emotive,
intel lectual,  and ph;,sical  -  that surround contemporar,v Stonehenge?
N{arx's 'social  processes'  were of course focused along class i ines. 

' l 'hev

nrust be widened and cross-cut by gender,  ag€r,  ethnici ty and so on
(Deutsche 1991; Gi i roy 1987; Massey'  199I).  And, too, the power of
rhetor ic,  and t i re l ived mater ial i t l  of  our existence - of  which the t ime-
tunnel, tarmac pathwa,vs and the ropes are oniy small indicators - must
be recognised and lnch-rded as integral to these social processes.

l f  this chapter is,  towards the end, somewhat polemic, that is because
it  rvas, in part ,  spawned in anger at the efforts of Engl is l t  Heri tage and
parts of the Estabi ishment to promote a social ly empt.v- v iew of the
past in l ine with modern conservat irze sensibi l i t ies. I  hope that i t  begins
to iust i fy the study of landscape, not as an aesthet ic,  not as gr ist  for
the First  Class Interci ty poster,  but as sontething pol i t ical ,  dynamic,
and contested.
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