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Component one: research and palnnin

Source explanation
The research article selected is entitled The impact of digital tools and online learning platforms on higher education learning outcomes by shahid Rafik, dr Ayesha areal and Salem Iqbal all of the Emerson university Multan. The information provided here shows that the use of digital tools greatly benefits students and their learning outcomes by providing greater connectivity and access to information whilst breaking down barriers such as location. In addition, it mentions the other side of the coin, talking about challenges faced by some students when it comes to connectivity issues, digital literacy and isolation as opposed to being surrounded by peers. I specifically chose this source because it covers many points including all also covered by the article I was given to read titled “the impact of social media on student productivity” written by Emily Roberts for the digital learning hub. As well as this it provides  surveyed evidence for said points in the form of bar charts. I believe it will help me to answer the question What are the challenges and opportunities for students in the digital era by providing backed up information which shows the strengths of digital tools and how beneficial they can be when used correctly by students.

Key challenge for students
A key challenge and arguably the biggest faced by students attempting to use digital tools for academia is computer/digital literacy. According to 2023 estimates by the house of commons library 6% of uk households don’t have internet access yet alone computer access, with limited or no accessibility it is almost impossible to become digitally literate. Without digital literacy something as simple as handing in an assignment or even checking what assignment it is you must do becomes a great task making learning and academic success significantly more unachievable.

Key opportunity for students

One major benefit of digital tools for academia is ease of research, 30 years ago you would’ve had to spend a great deal of time in a physical library searching through sources for whatever piece of information you may need. This process is extremely tedious as you could spend an hour going through a text and not even find what you’re looking for when you compare this to the modern day the difference is stark. With a few taps of your thumbs you instantly have access to almost the entire collective knowledge of humanity, you can be specific and find the exact piece of information you are looking for. You don’t need to be aware of sources as the search engine does this for you, you don’t need to spend time flicking through pages and most importantly you can use the same tool to check the credibility of your information instead of having to find a similar or opposing source. 

Planning my report

For my report im planning to cover both the positives and negatives equally to provide the reality and avoid bias. 

I want to talk about connectivity, student, physical like computers and wifi
I want to 

I aim to provide realistic solutions and show that anyone with effort can reap the rewards of the digital era 

Component 2:

Answering the question

introduction

This report aims to provide a small window into the impact of the digital era on students and how they can adapt to it. It details avenues around roadblocks and an analysis of a select few challenges and opportunities faced by students to provide a realistic picture of the situation. The reason it is important both sides of the coin are covered is to provide accurate unbiased information simply providing one without the other would cause unfair assumptions in the reader. By having both arguments the reader is given the choice to decide whether the impact of the digital era on academia is a good, bad or more complicated than that. This report details 2 challenges and 2 opportunities students may face and then a section aiming to help students adapt to the digital era. 

Th
Key challenges faced by students

The most glaring challenge faced by students in the digital era is access to computers and even internet, this problem is called “the digital divide” (Zou et al., 2025). According to estimates by the house of commons library in 2023 6% of Uk households did not have internet access, that’s 4.2 million people who cannot access internet yet alone a computer. With that in mind it’s fair to say there is a substantial amount of people with no ability to learn even the most basic of digital skills, without those skills modern learning is out of reach. A majority of the work and assignments are expected digitally, the tools to complete those assignments are also almost all digital making completing work unachievable to that substantial amount of people. 

The second challenge this report will focus on is the isolation digital learning causes compared to its traditional counterpart. A student is now able to work entirely remotely without ever needing to leave their home, this is in a way a great benefit but the reality is not a good one. In a completed isolated learning environment students are detached from teachers and their peers and any connections that may have been formed are unrealized. Another symptom caused by isolated learning is increased stress, without being able to relate to their peers and see where there fellow classmates are at students are more likely to put themselves under unnecessary pressure. 
An opportunity students have in the digital era is the easy access to information; modern students can simply tap their thumbs and specifically search through almost the entire human collective knowledge. Students can then use the same tool in this case a search engine to check the reliability of said information. When we look at the traditional counterpart the benefit is obvious, only 20 years ago you would have had to search through volumes in a physical library which takes a significantly larger amount of time.
Opportunities digital tools provide
Another opportunity students have in the digital era is the increased connectivity, students through digital tools can help one another out of the classroom. Using apps like Microsoft teams students can access their peers remotely greatly easing any group assignments and making the classroom a friendlier place for all students. Connectivity is also seemingly a barrier to entry, what do you do if you’re not connected? A significant barrier to entry is access to computers and WIFI, fortunately in western nations such as the Uk free access to both computers and connection is widely available through public libraries etc. For students even more opportunities to gain digital access are offered through grants helping students to purchase computers.
How students can adapt

Adapting to the digital era can seem daunting but with the use of certain skills and tools you can navigate easily. First digital planners, built in apps such as calendar are a good basic example of this but apps such as Todoist or reminders combined with calendar on the apple ecosystem can greatly help organisation. Apps such as Padlet are very effective for taking notes allowing you to compile anything you may need into a completely customisable board, Padlet is especially effective when taking in class notes, with shortcuts allowing u to quickly save web pages or highlighted text. The key to success in the digital era is literacy, knowing what to look for when opening a web page is key to for example quickly figuring out its reliability. Digital literacy may seem out of reach but the quantity of beginner friendly tutorials makes the digital era accessible to anyone who wants to learn. Digital fluency is only gained through regular use and as students follow the natural progression they will gain confidence.  
.
In conclusion the digital era has both positive and negative influences on students, the opportunities provided are great but at the same time barriers to entry make it hard for many to initially begin using digital tools. This barrier to entry is not an impervious one however and with effort and time one can become digitally literate and reap the benefits of the digital era. 
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To find my sources | used google scholar which auto filters your search into just reliable but
more importantly referenceable material

The hardest part was trying to find sources that matched my writing to reference, keyword
searches didn’t help much with this so in future | will look into alternative methods

During re: h my perspective altered slightly, | had previously thought of connectivity as
a major roadblock but after finding out about certain schemes and the availability of free
computer access | believe it to be more of a convenience issue
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The report in whole aims to provide insight into the impact of the digital era on students
and offer realistic ways they can adapt to it.

Students who work hard can overcome any barriers to entry and gain access to the
benefits offered by the digital era
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The biggest challenge | faced during the creation of this report was the conclusion, | find it
hard to make up my mind so deciding whether the overall impact of something as large as

the digital world was good or bad wasn't easy.

My biggest success was also my biggest challenge, | am proud of the conclusion | came to as
it shows the reality of the situation and that hard work pays off, | feel if you faced any of the
challenges my report highlights the report can also help you overcome them
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Writing the report first required planning, | used the handbook to figure out the criteria my
report needed to meet such as length and began to write

| wrote as If | was giving a speech this is | find the most effective way to write clearly

| wrote before re search so | had to find very specific refences which was very difficult as |
had to rewrite entire sections but have learnt the lesson for future
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Next time | make a report | will plan in much more detail, failure to prepare is preparing to fail

I will stick to my writing style as it worked very well | was concerned it would be too informal
for an academic report but reading it upon completion has assured me this is not the case

During this report | have learnt the value of researching before you write, | have also learnt
valuable time keeping skills and organization through me being unorganized which I will | for
sure bring with me into the next assignment
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