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	For completion by the first marker:
Comments:

Overall this is a very well written qualitative research project investigating the experience and effect of light pollution on a community in the USA. It focuses on an ethnographic case-study of a small town called Stanley in Idaho where a street light retrofitting project has taken place. This is important research because it reveals the qualitative impacts of pollution (e.g. loss of sense of connection to the wider cosmos), in addition to its other environmental and ecological impacts. This provides a very good rationale for the research that follows. The literature review gives an excellent and very thorough survey of the science behind light pollution and it’s effects on astronomical observations and effectively highlights the sparsity of social-scientific research on the subjective effects of light pollution within communities (which is where this research project comes in).

Your methodology section is very clear and provides a strong justification for the mixed qualitative methods approach you have adopted. You also give useful insights into how you came into contact with your research population, and how you have investigated this population with questionnaires and in-depth interviews. Your reflexive section is quite short, but does help to contextualise your research project, and your personal interest in dark skies. It might be useful here to incorporate a little of your own experiences of dark skies - have you had a particular experience that brought you to this line of research, have you been affected by light pollution yourself? What are the motivations for your activism?

You give a very thorough geographical introduction to the main focus of your research - Stanley - and give a good sense of the kind of community under discussion. You also do an excellent job of incorporating your interview with the mayor of Stanley into the flow and narrative of your discussion.

In relation to your questionnaire responses - although 14 is a good number of responses, you might have been able to get more by making use of social media, or online community groups in Stanley. You do a good job of using previous research (Besecke & Hansch) to help explain your own questionnaire findings. Questions about the subjective experience of anything (light included) are always going to be tricky. It is interesting to note that the majority of the interview data you present in the dissertation comes from the Mayor - is there a reason for this? Would you consider him your primary informant? This is fine, but it would be good for it to have been noted - perhaps you were able to spend more time with him than your other interviewees. 

The data from your other interviewees really helps to add depth to the information presented from your questionnaire, which is very good. It gives a sense of the real people experiencing this situation. There is definitely scope in this dissertation for including a little more of your interviewees’ voices, as we don’t get the opportunity to hear a sustained narrative from any of them, just snippets. This does help to give an overview perspective of their experiences, but it would helpful to zoom in a step further, perhaps a case study of a particularly individual. I appreciate that there are limitations in the word count, however, so perhaps this is something to consider in future.

Your conclusion gives a good summary of your project, highlights its limitations and makes suggestions for how it could be improved. You also contextualise your findings in the research of others, showing how it relates to broader debates in the academy, as well as in planning policies. 

Overall, the dissertation makes excellent use of academic conventions, such as structuring, in-text citations, referencing, and so on. It is fluently written in with an appropriate scholarly voice and presents novel research findings on the subjective experience of a community lighting retrofit to enhance dark skies.
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	For completion by the second marker:

Comments:
This is a very well written and very clearly structured report on the establishment of and community responses to, dark skies in the town of Stanley. It is extremely clearly introduced, contains a thorough report on the research, including methodological issues, and the actual results leaned from questionnaires and interviews, and includes a fair and balanced conclusion which, in addition, will assist with future dark sky initiatives.

The aim is to gain a deeper understanding of the community. This aim then divides into four:  or to examine what kind of lighting was chosen in the retrofit; to ask why it was chosen; to enquire into the responses of members of the community; and to enquire into the experiences of advocates of dark skies.

The rationale for the research is set out very clearly: recent research indicates that close to 80% of the population of North America cannot longer see the Milky Way due to light pollution.

The introduction establishes the emphasis of the research included in the dissertation, namely technical matters concerning LED lights.

Chapter 2, the literature review, again Emphasises Technical matters (Jessica points out on page 19 that there have been no previous case studies of dark sky friendly retrofits ) and includes a reference to Ada Blair’s work on dark skies and well-being.

Chapter 3, methodology, includes a discussion of methodological issues, with specific reference to Jessica’s own work including establishing contact with residents of Stanley. The chapter concludes with a reflective consideration.

Chapter 4 features an introduction to the geography and location of Stanley, along with a history of lighting issues, and the creation of the Idaho dark sky reserve. From page 52 there is an analysis of the questionnaires that Jessica received from her respondents, all very clearly laid out. Some interesting conclusions can be drawn. For example the figure 29 indicates that and a half could discern less light coming from Stanley if they were within the general vicinity, but about 3/4 said that it is easier to see the stars from within Stanley. Around a quarter said that there is no noticeable difference within Stanley, as did a half of those in the general vicinity. Clearly the LED lights assisted in reducing light pollution, but did not erase it. Nevertheless, figures 30 and 31, pages 63 and 64, indicate overwhelming support for the principle of dark skies. Respondents’ individual statements on this matter include references to the peace, joy and happiness obtained from exposure to dark skies. Page 66 includes a very important discussion of the voluntary versus regulatory issues, and the importance of engaging community support. On page 67 Jessica notes that her interviewees did not fall easily into distinct boxes. Her comment that the Mayor was aware of the economic benefits of dark skies, for example through increased tourism, the welfare and well-being of Stanley’s residence was at the forefront of his mind, is an important one for our understanding of dark-sky advocacy. Human values therefore outstrip crudely economic ones (although, of course, there are ways to monetise well-being) 

Chapter 5, the conclusion, is a detailed and clear summary of all the issues raised in the dissertation. In particular as Jessica says,’ in Stanley, the starry night isn’t an abstract theoretical concept: it is a tangible part of the environment, which can be experienced as simply as walking outside and looking up’. 

There are aspects of the dark sky debate which could’ve been featured in the dissertation, such as well-being, or heritage (peoples’ right to see the skyscape as much as they have a right to see the landscape, and the obligation authorities to preserve it as much as they are required to preserve the landscape)

However, the topics which have been covered and analysed fit perfectly into the 15,000 words allotted, and the major aim of the research, and its four sub-aims, have been reported on with fluency,  clarity, rigour, and a close attention to critical analysis.

This is an excellent piece of work of publishable standard, which makes an original contribution to scholarship in an area which is attracting increased attention, although a little scholarship.
Well done on an excellent completion to your studies.


	Second Marker’s  Mark: 84%
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	Agreed internal mark: 81%

Signature 1st marker: Jack Hunter

Signature 2nd marker: Nick Campion
	Date 23 November 2020

	Comments 

The two markers held a meeting on 20 November. The first marker gave a lower mark because he considered that, while the dissertation is excellent, there could have been great attention given to the qualitative fieldwork. The second marker considered that what had actually been presented within the word limit was sufficient. The decision was to agree on 81%.

	NB.  All marks are provisional until confirmed by the final examination board.
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