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Exercise one

A: Students are likely to consider many options and views. However, the main points to consider are:

Advantages:
The EU is a massive market of around 400 million. A business can sell their products and services across that whole market without any real restrictions. There is freedom of movement across the whole of the EU. This means that people can find work in other EU countries
Because the EU is so big and businesses can offer their products and services across it, products and services are cheaper as a result of the increased competition. 

Disadvantages:
The EU institutions have taken away a great deal of power from the governments of member states. They are no longer able to make key economic and political decisions. The EU is perceived as being somewhat undemocratic. This is as a result of decisions being made a long way from the people who voted in the members of European Parliament. People feel that there is little chance to have their voices heard. The EU has too many regulations, laws, and rules, and most people do not understand why they have been created or what they mean.


Exercise two

1. How do you think countries with a high volume of exports to the EU would respond to the introduction of any stricter food-safety rules? Do you think such measures are a good way to stem the tide of food-related illnesses? Why or why not?

A: They will clearly be opposed to it. How would the EU Authorities react if other countries wanted to send its investigators to its member states to inspect its farming methods and safety systems? It would rightly say that that those countries are attempting to meddle in its domestic affairs. Education of farmers in the safe handling and shipping of agricultural products and closer inspections at EU borders would seem to be a better approach that would not smack of heavy-handedness and arrogance.

2. Sue Doneth of Marshall, Michigan, is a mother of a schoolchild who was exposed to the hepatitis A virus after eating tainted frozen strawberry desserts. Speaking before Congress, she said, “We are forcing consumers to trade the health and safety of their families for free trade. That is not fair trade. NAFTA is not a trade issue: it is a safety issue.” Do you think food-safety regulations should be built into an extension of NAFTA or the EFSA? Why or why not? What are the benefits and drawbacks of putting food-safety regulations into international trade pacts?

A: It is probably not necessary to place food-safety regulations within free trade agreements. Free trade means that goods can enter other member nations tariff-free, not inspection free. All that governments need to do is enforce the food-safety regulations on the books, or pass more stringent ones if current ones are unacceptable. It would be a far better approach than exploiting food contamination for political purposes.

3. The lack of harmonized food-safety practices and standards is just one of the challenges faced by the food industry as it becomes more global. What other challenges face the food industry in an era of economic integration and opening markets?

A: Perhaps the most important issue is whether relatively less efficient farmers will be able to compete with the large farming operations existing in developed nations. Throwing the doors to trade wide open without protection for small family-operated farms can spell disaster for the rural farming communities of relatively less developed countries.


