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"Safeguarding is everyone’s responsibility" (Welsh Government, 2014) and all individuals working with children are obligated to promptly share any information relevant to a child's well-being. This essay embarks on a comprehensive exploration of these critical concepts, aiming to explain their definitions and delve into the intricacies of past and present policies and legislation established to ensure the safety and well-being of children and young people. Additionally, a critical analysis will be undertaken to assess the efficacy of these measures in safeguarding children and young people from harm. Moreover, the essay will scrutinise the barriers and benefits of the multi-agency approach in Wales, discerning its impact on safeguarding initiatives. By navigating through these multifaceted dimensions, this essay endeavours to shed light on the complex landscape of child protection, offering insights into both the challenges and opportunities that shape efforts to create a safer environment for children and young people in Wales.

According to NSPCC (2024) safeguarding children refers to the process of protecting children from abuse, neglect, exploitation, and any other form of harm. It involves ensuring that children are provided with safe and nurturing environments where their well-being and rights are respected and upheld. Safeguarding measures often include identifying and assessing risks, early intervention, providing support and assistance to vulnerable children and families, and implementing policies and procedures to prevent harm and promote child welfare. This can involve collaboration between various agencies, including social services, healthcare professionals, educators, police, early intervention teams, housing, third sector and criminal justice to safeguard children's rights and ensure their safety and well-being. Child protection is a vital aspect of the broader safeguarding process, focusing on ensuring the safety of individual children who are identified as either currently experiencing or at risk of significant harm. This involves following child protection protocols that detail the correct steps to take when addressing concerns about a child's well-being. The Welsh Government (2021) explains how schools play a vital role in safeguarding children due to their regular interactions with children and their families. In educational environments, children frequently interact with trusted adults, enabling staff to familiarise themselves with both the child and their family, as well as the broader community. This situation presents both responsibilities and opportunities. As a result, it is crucial to incorporate safeguarding measures into the core values of educational environments. This integration enables the promotion of early intervention and prevention, the reduction of risks, and the mitigation of trauma effects. 

[bookmark: _Int_aW4QYRWu]According to NSPCC (2024) laws to charge individuals accused of child cruelty have been active since the 1880s. A range of factors, including notable cases of child abuse resulting in fatalities and subsequent investigations, have influenced the evolution of the current child protection system in the UK. Presently, statutory guidelines for child protection across the UK undergo frequent review and revision, with input from stakeholders. Lindon and Webb (2016, p.55) explains how the structure of child protection throughout the UK was established in the late 1980s and 1990s. The initial legislation introduced was the Children Act 1989, which was implemented in England and Wales. The 1989 Children Act brought together and simplified previous laws relating to the care of children. It aimed to keep families together and see children as individuals with their own rights. sadly, this could sometimes be seen as problematic, as there have been instances of tragic occurrences and cases have suggested that it might have been more beneficial if the child had been removed from their parents. In 1999, an updated edition of the Working Together to Safeguard Children (1999) guidance was released under the title- Working together to safeguard children: a guide to inter-agency working to safeguard and promote the welfare of children (Department of Health, 1999). The updated guidance encompassed collaborative efforts to assist children and families, insights drawn from research and practical knowledge, and definitions of abuse. In the early 2000s, the tragic death of Victoria Climbie and several other instances of child abuse sparked public alarm, prompting the establishment of the Laming Inquiry. The subsequent Laming report (2003) revealed that crucial services tasked with safeguarding the well-being of children and adolescents were functioning separately, lacking coordination among them. The lack of a coordinated approach had prevented the exchange of vital information and the execution of effective measures that could have prevented the child's death. The subsequent enactment of the Children Act of 2004 and the release of Every Child Matters: Change for Children (DfES, 2004c) had a profound effect on services dealing with children. From then on, the focus shifted to placing the child at the forefront, with services tailored to meet their requirements, rather than the other way around (Bartlett and Burton, 2012, p.158). According to Hindmarch et al. (2017) In 2006, the Safeguarding Vulnerable Groups Act (2006) was implemented as a response to the failures revealed in the current system following the Soham murders in 2002. This led to the transformation of the Criminal Records Bureau (CRB) into the Disclosure and Barring Service (DBS) check, aiming to enhance the monitoring process for individuals seeking to work with children. Regrettably, relying solely on a DBS check can create a false sense of security since not all individuals who harm children have a criminal record. In 2014, the National Assembly for Wales released the Social Services and Well-being (Wales) Act (2014). This law aimed to change social services rules, improve well-being for those needing care and their carers, promote cooperation among public bodies to enhance people's well-being, address complaints about social and palliative care and related matters (Social Services and Well-being (Wales) Act, 2014). According to the Welsh Government (2022), a document was published in 2016 titled Keeping Learners Safe: The Responsibilities of Local Authorities, Governing Bodies, and Proprietors of Independent Schools under the Education Act 2002 (Welsh Government, 2016). This guidance is mandatory for local authorities, governing bodies, all types of schools including nurseries and independent schools, as well as colleges, to ensure the protection of all children from harm, abuse, and neglect. In addition to the previously mentioned policies and legislation, Safeguarding Wales (2021) has issued guidance on safeguarding children from online abuse. This is particularly crucial given that children and young people extensively use various online devices whether it is for completing schoolwork or playing games at home. Several types of online abuse exist, such as cyberbullying, sexting, sexual harassment, sexual abuse, online pornography, and online radicalisation. Children and young people could also be at risk of online grooming. Safeguarding Wales (2021) explains that online grooming presents a greater ease for perpetrators compared to offline methods. This is because perpetrators can assume multiple online personas, including posing as children and young people, to deceive and extract personal information from their targets through various digital platforms like online games and social media.

According to Sidebotham et al. (2016) effective safeguarding and child protection hinge on multi-agency collaboration. Walker (2018, p.7-8) describes how multi-agency working allows different services to combine efforts to prevent problems before they happen. This approach helps support children, young people, and families with additional needs, leading to better results. There are several different models of multi-agency working, including fully integrated services, multi-agency teams, multi-agency panels, and Teams Around the Child (TAC) (Childrens Workforce Development Council, 2008). Numerous UK local authorities commonly use the term MASH (Multi-Agency Safeguarding Hub) to describe models of multi-agency information sharing. Some agencies that might be involved in a MASH may include social care, health care, education, police, probation, housing and youth offending service. The Home Office (2014) acknowledges that MASH frameworks are founded on three fundamental components: Sharing information, making decisions collectively, and Coordinating interventions. Working together with multiple agencies offers many important benefits for safeguarding practices. One advantage is that it helps different agencies coordinate better when dealing with safeguarding issues, making their responses more effective and unified. Also, it helps them share information quickly, which means decisions can be made with better understanding and insight. When multiple agencies collaborate in one place, it speeds up decision-making about safeguarding, meaning there are fewer delays in taking the right steps to protect people. Plus, it allows for a more thorough assessment of safeguarding issues by bringing together experts from different fields, resulting in more complete evaluations. The goal of multi-agency work is to improve safeguarding outcomes for vulnerable individuals while making the most efficient use of shared resources and expertise. While multi-agency working brings many benefits, it is important to recognise that there are also obstacles that can get in the way of it working well. For example, there might be rules that make it hard to share essential information between agencies, or different organisations might have their own ways of doing things, causing disagreements, and making it tough to work together. Also, not having enough money or staff can make it hard to give enough support to multi-agencies, which might affect how well they work. Worries about keeping information private can also mean that agencies cannot share as much information as they need to. Plus, differences in how professionals see things and who has power in decision-making can cause conflicts. People might also not like the idea of changing how things are done, which can slow down the adoption of new ways of working together. And if it is not clear who is supposed to do what, it can make things even harder to coordinate. Overcoming these barriers means taking active steps to deal with issues like sharing information better, sorting out differences between organisations, and making sure everyone knows their role clearly within multi-agency working.


In summary, Laws and guidelines have typically been brought in as a reaction to shortcomings in the system. For instance, the Children Act (1948) was implemented in response to a tragic incident involving foster parents, while Maria Cowell's death in 1973 prompted the establishment of area child protection committees (ACPCs). These ACPCs marked the beginning of the multi-agency approach, bringing together various agencies. Eventually, they evolved into Local Safeguarding Children's Boards (LSCBs) under the Children Act (2004) (DfE, 2016). 
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