
An examination of how crime and anti-social behaviour affect local communities

This essay will examine how crime and anti-social behaviour affect local communities as well as the community's relationship with the police and how police action and response effects goodwill within the community. Two prominent cases of police misconduct over the past 20 years will be examined, the OJ Simpson double homicide trial and the George Floyd cases, and how they affected the community and police response.
George Floyd was killed by police in 2020 after police responded to reports of an inebriated black male causing a public disturbance. The arresting officer Derek Chauvin was charged with murder after kneeling on his neck and causing asphyxiation (BBC News, 2021). The public response to this was widespread protests and riots across the USA which quickly turned into a global protest under the banner ‘Black Lives Matter’ or ‘BLM’. In the UK, BLM protestors took down a statue of one of the founders of Bristol and threw it in the ocean as a protest against slavery and systematic bigotry. Although Floyd was guilty of public disturbance the response of the police has been deemed excessive by both the public and the US justice system and followed years of documented police brutality against minorities in the USA (Hughes, 2020). Systemic racism has been present throughout the USA’s history and a boiling point was reached in 2020 (The White House, 2021). 
OJ Simpson’s case (Pak, 2020) is both very similar and very different from the George Floyd case as the crime was a lot more serious than George Floyd's, but he was treated a lot better by the police. Despite overwhelming physical and forensic evidence against OJ Simpson, he was allowed many amenities whilst an arrest warrant was issued for him like staying at his own home and visiting his family after a police chase (Ono, 2019) before being taken to jail. The public opinion at the time was that the crime was horrific, but OJ Simpson could not be responsible or that the police had set him up due to OJ’s race. A prominent pro-black defense attorney, Johnny Cochren, used this public opinion to his advantage to make the trial become an issue of bigotry rather than one of murder (Staley, 2017). On top of this, OJ was very famous for his athletic and acting achievements and was likely in the top 10% or even 1% of earners in the USA (CelebrityNetWorth, 2023). This implies that class could have affected the police’s judgement. and treatment of him during the trial. This positive discrimination of OJ shows us that both class and race play a part in the police’s decision-making.
Both cases have affected the public’s trust in vastly different ways. The OJ case made the public believe that the police were out to get black people by framing them for crimes like murder and George Floyd showed people that the police would treat black people harshly even for minor crimes. Long-term socio-economic studies provide data that to some extent back up the black community’s distrust for law enforcement and the justice system. In the USA black people make up roughly 12.5% (Allen J. Beck, 2021) of the total population but are 4.8 times more likely to be incarcerated (Rezal, 2021). This tells us that despite being a minority in the USA, they are disproportionately found guilty of violent crimes and more likely to be victims of said crimes. Lea and Young believe that black people are disproportionally poorer economically which results in higher levels of crime in that demographic (Tutor2u, 2017). Neo-Marxists believe that systematic racism is used in the West to distract the general public (Murphy, 2019)from the issues that have the biggest impact on society, like exponentially increasing wealth inequality (Barrow, 1993).
Halo theory could be a contributing factor to the mixed perception of OJ Simpson being declared innocent. The theory states that humans perceive those who have a higher social status due to job title, attractiveness, or any other factors, are morally correct (Carlote Batres, 2023). This means that the jury and the citizens would be torn depending on their perception of OJ. Lee and Young's theory and halo theory complement each other in OJ’s case. Lee and Young believe that black people are poorer than other ethnic groups in society. This means that they would be viewed as less important but OJ is an exception as he is viewed as more important due to his athletic and movie careers.  
Both raised awareness for racial discrimination in the police and the justice system – police would have to change their strategies for dealing with communities. This imminent effect of the case would impact the police's ability to gain information and intelligence from people within the communities (Home Office, 2023). This would remove a component of investigations and increase the difficulty for the police to perform their duties. This would result in an increase in crime and of the crimes committed, less would be solved (House, 2021). The general public saw that the US justice system was two-tiered and so were less willing to associate themselves with it (Gramlich, 2019). Even to this day, it is common to hear people say “Don’t talk to the police” as it is believed the police will manipulate you into incriminating yourself. After both OJ and Floyd, there were massive protests and the government and business owners were afraid the protests and riots wouldn’t stop and the cost of repairing the damage would keep increasing. People on all sides of these events felt the consequences and they have become case studies in policing on how not to handle a situation. The psychological trauma it has caused the police, society, and vulnerable communities is immeasurable (Pazzanese, 2021). 
The USA's perception and societal standards have a considerable amount of sway over the UK. This means that influential actions in the US such as the two cases will have a knock-on effect in the UK. Due to the George Floyd incident, there were global protests, especially in the West (Haddad, 2020). In the UK the most notable was the Bristol Black Lives Matter protest in which protesters tore down the statue of one of the founders of Bristol, slave trader Edward Colston, who helped fund the development of the city using profit from the African slave trade as a member of the Royal African Company (Farrer, 2020). The protester threw the statue in the harbor to show their dissatisfaction with the monument. Recently the woman who organised the event was arrested (Morris, 2023) this has an effect on the community, and it shows how the actions from hundreds of years ago still resonate through society even today. The OJ Simpson murder trial and verdict carried several implications across multiple major issues including race, class, police treatment of minorities, and systematic injustice (Armstrong, 2016); for the first time on a national level, the black community saw a black man face a double homicide charge and win despite the odds against him. It is unfortunate that the OJ case was the one to catalyse this change in public opinion as, even to this day, the overwhelming consensus is that he was guilty due to the massive amounts of physical evidence. This tells us the direness of injustice against minorities as people felt they had to defend OJ simply because of his skin colour and a lot of people let emotion cloud their judgement. 
Different crimes require different responses and these two cases had completely different crimes, but both had disproportionate responses. OJ Simpson was tried for murder and George Floyd for public disorder, but the response was opposite to what it should have been. The police were overly cautious about confronting and arresting OJ due to his celebrity status and common donator to police organizations as well as, later, being overly concerned about public perception of police treatment of minorities (NPCC, 2022). Due to this, OJ was treated a lot more casually than he should have been. Had he not been rich and famous he likely would not have been afforded the same treatment he was. On the contrary, George Floyd committed a relatively minor crime and yet he was treated with immediate distrust and brutality by the police responding to the call. Although the police likely did not intend to cause Floyd serious bodily harm, they were quick to resort to physical methods of escalation and restrained him without a second thought as to who he was, his social status, or his humanity. This is a stark contrast to how an alleged double murderer, OJ, was treated and paints a picture of a two-tiered justice system in the USA. In both cases, the world was watching and in both cases, people in countries across the world but especially in Western countries were reminded that the police are prone to prejudice like everyone else and that there are currently not enough checks and balances in place to stop events like this from happening (Abdollah, 2014).
Neither case followed the standards that should be set by the police. The police in the developed world have defences in their standards and behaviours but serve the same goals of protecting regular people and gathering evidence (College of Policing, 2021). In the UK the police act based on the codes of ethics (College of Policing, 2021), which inform all components of the national decision-making model. The police service has several components that make sure that they are acting effectively but still appropriately. The police have discretion which allows them to act how they want to but their decisions should still be justifiable, ethical, and appropriate (College of Policing, 2021). 
Discretion within the police decisions allows for an officer to interact with the individual who has been accused of committing a crime or ASB. This allows for an officer to understand the circumstance behind the action which will allow the officer to make an informed decision and not require them to follow a strict set of processes based on a crime. This allows for the officer's actions to be more free and innovative (College of Policing, 2021). 
Crime and ASB cannot be completely prevented as new methods and issues will change how and where they are performed. Preventing crime and ASB requires a proactive method to observe trends and root causes. This allows for the police to put plans and preventative measures in place. These methods are established and evaluated using problem-oriented policing models (College of Policing, 2021). These models normally contain a stage to evaluate the effect of the newly implemented plan. These plans are based on several theories such as routine activity theory or the problem analysis triangle. These allow for an understanding of why a crime or ASB occurs. This allows for a calculated response targeting specific factors. The uses of these models and theories normally occur when a hotspot of long-term issues has been identified. This then starts the implementation of the SARA model (College of Policing, 2021). The beginning stages involve identifying and analysing an issue within an area. The issue is then understood and put into the problem analysis triangle and routine activity theory (College of Policing, 2021). This understanding allows the officers involved to create a plan that reduces crime. This can be physical changes to a location such as CCTV cameras or a change to how the police are deployed within the neighbourhood. The effect of this intervention is analysed and repeated until a consistent effective intervention is found. 
Understanding why a crime or ASB is committed is also important. This knowledge of why a crime or ASB trend is in a specific area allows for support and assistance within a community (Home office, 2021).   
After police respond to crime and ASB, an awareness of the people involved will exist. This means that partner agencies and the police must maintain good communication with every person and organisation involved. 
Policing the public requires building up confidence and trust between the community and the local police service. This process has been refined into the confidence cycle (College of policing, 2013). This is a circle that builds trust. The cycle involves gaining community intelligence and then using it. This builds up trust as it causes the members of the community to feel valued by the police. The officers that they communicate with will speak with these individuals and discuss with them (College of Policing, 2021). This means that they will have a greater understanding of the police and see the results that the officers talked about with them (College of Policing, 2021). This building of trust causes the community to become more willing to share more issues. This creates a repeating effect for as long as the cycle remains unbroken.  There is a significant difficulty in improving trust as there are many organisations that actively decrease trust with the police. News organisations will post stories that are sensational. This means that they will post the one story of a negative police interaction but, will not publish anything on the positive interaction with police or interactions that went without incident (Soroka, 2015).  This means that the police will have to deal with the influence of the media but, no definitive methods have been created yet. 
In conclusion, the impact of crime and ASB is varied and potentially long-lasting. A crime committed by people of different social standing can have different impacts on society. Some crimes will happen and be forgotten about. Other crimes will make people question the systems in which they place their trust and safety. The police have a large and varied set of rules and responsibilities. These responsibilities are to themselves, each other, and the community. The police rely on the code of ethics as their guidance as well as other systems. The police and communities will have different relationships with different communities as well as individual officers. The overall relationship with the community and police is subverted by media companies that aim for profit over truth.  The prevention of crimes is near impossible but there are a number of strategies that help to decrease the chance and occurrence of crime. 
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