A point of disagreement.
Word limit: 300

Gavin Keulks strongly suggests in his book ‘Father & Son, Kingsley Amis, Martin Amis, and the Great British Novel Since 1950’ that Martin and Kingsley shared a turbulent, volatile, and almost rivalrous relationship. ‘These two writers shared a parallel yet turbulent relationship.’ (Keulks, 2003)
It is this idea itself that I have issue with, as, after reading extensively into the autobiographies of both Martin and Kingsley, (Which are two of the most quoted and referenced sources used in Keulks’ book) I have found there are actually very few situations either of the two can recall involving any degree of turbulence or volatility at all. There are of course the occasional instances of minor familial, and professional disagreements, but both works seem to more or less support Martin’s words in a Newsweek article from 2000, where he said, in answer to a question from Carla Power, ‘Of course we were always father and son, but we also had a literary friendship.’
The public relationship of the two is described by Keulks as being one of ‘Familial squabbling’ which, whilst far milder a labeling than much of the rest of his book offers them, it seems infinitely more accurate than Robert.S.Bakers summary of the two in his review of Keulks’ book ‘The Ironic Inferno Of British Satire’, where he refers to their literary relationship as being, not sophisticated, but ‘intellectually embarrassing to witness’ (Baker 2005). Going however by the autobiographies of the two, Kingsley barely mentions any instances of argument with Martin, and in Martin’s, disagreements and arguments are described as being mainly small scale disputes between a father and a son, and then goes on to describe how they would rarely speak about their own works with one another, but when they did they would do so often with fondness.
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