How children's lives have changed through the years and what legislation and policies helped those changes.

This essay will highlight the changes in legislation that have impacted positively for children and young people through history starting from 1600 to today.  It discusses how children have become protected and safeguarded from harm.  It highlights why safeguarding is important in the wellbeing of children and young people and who is responsible to protect them. Furthermore, it discusses what legislation there is in Wales and how children are protected.
Over many hundreds of years safeguarding and protection of children has progressed vastly. Many policies and legislations have been introduced and passed by government to help safeguard and protect and give children and young people a voice. Legislations are a set of laws that have been passed through government. Similarly, stated by the National Society for Prevention of Cruelty to Children, “Safeguarding is the action that is taken to promote the welfare of children and protect them from harm” (NSPCC ,2019). Safeguarding means the protection of children from abuse and maltreatment.  Included in this is the harm to children that inhibits their growth or development, providing a safe and caring environment ensuring children reach their full potential (NSPCC, 2019). 
Through the 1600 to 1800 hundreds many children were born from arranged marriages rather than love (Cunningham, 1998). Children who were born into well-educated families, their lives were very different to those born into poverty. Very often children from affluent families were well educated by their mothers and nannies, whilst their fathers went out to work (Cunningham ,1998). Mothers had several children but due to complications at birth, disease and trauma, only a small number would survive after the age of one. However, children in all classes were not legally protected and abuse and harm could be brought upon any child (Cunningham, 1998). 
Poverty was a large contribution to the high volume of infant deaths. Children of a very young age were sent out to work in order to help the financial burden on their family (Taylor and Woods 2005). Children would work long hours for little money being exploited to help their families who were in poverty. Living conditions for the poor were harrowing and deplorable which led to ill health and death (Taylor and Woods 2005). The closures of monasteries and convents during the reformation meant that there were no longer Monks or Nuns to support the poor so as a result during the reign of Elizabeth I a new law was implemented called the Poor Law. One part of the 1601 Law stated that “poor parents and children were responsible for each other” (Parliament, 2019). Elderly parents were expected to live with their children as it was the family’s responsibility to care for their own. This put an even larger burden on families and as a result, those who were able, no matter what age would go out to earn a living including young children (Parliament, 2019). As a result of the added strain on families financially, children were born into families where they had no means of supporting them.  This resulted in babies being left on doorsteps or hidden within bushes. On many occasions babies were found dead as a result of exposure to the elements (Richardson, 2014).  An old sea captain known as Thomas Coram was distressed knowing that these babies were being abandoned and set up the first hospital that excepted unwanted children known today as Founding Hospital. The hospital provided food, shelter, clothing, medical equipment.  They taught the children the basic skills needed to survive on their own later in life (Richardson, 2014).
During 1802 many changes occurred to reduce the exploitation of poor and vulnerable children.  The factory Act 1802 was introduced to provide better working conditions, also reducing working hours for the children. Throughout the industrial revolution many people left the countryside with the hope to seek employment in cities where the industrial revolution was taking place. Not everyone found employment and had to rely on the Poor Law. To limit the amount of people trying to claim financial help meant that the Poor Law was amended in 1834. This subsequently brought the introduction of workhouses, where until 1870 poorer children would work rather than go to school as it was not compulsory for children to gain an education.  As a result of the exploitation regarding children, a crucial act was made, where it was made compulsory for children between the age of 5 and 12-years-old to attend school.  This was introduced as the Nation Education League, then a year later a bill was passed which then become the ‘Elementary Education Act 1870’.  Many Education acts were reformed over the years until our current Education Act 2011 (Parliament, 2019). Within the same year the first Barnardo’s home was formed by Thomas Barnardo.  It opened its first home for boys, it homed and taught them a trade through apprenticeships.  After two days of the first Barnardo's home opening eleven boys were found dead and from then Barnardo’s mission was to never turn a child away (Barnardo’s, 2019).  Barnardo and his wife Syrie, set up its first girls’ home in 1873 and together accepted all children regardless of race, disability or circumstance. Syrie’s mission was to help girls involved in sexual exploitation and prostitution, which continues to play an important role in Barnardo’s today. Many orphaned and poor children went on to lead successful lives throughout the United Kingdom (UK) (Barnardo’s, 2019).
Similarly, in 1884 The London Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Children (SPCC) was founded by Benjamin Waugh to help eliminate cruelty to children throughout the UK and Ireland.  It later became known as National Society for the Prevention of Cruelty of Children (NSPCC) (NSPCC, 2019). After five years of campaigning by the London SPCC, Parliament passed the first ever UK law to protect children from abuse and neglect in 1889. This meant that there would be less cruelty to children as the NSPCC became the voice for children and fought for their rights.
Despite the laws mentioned above, children continued to live in harrowing circumstances where society overlooked cruelty to children within some families.  Society would turn a blind eye or accept that children were treated in an awful manner as this was typical to this era. As the government became aware of the abuse, neglect and harm that children continued to encounter, they aimed to tackle these issues. The Children’s Act 1908 was brought into force and as a result of this, it became a criminal act to sexually abuse a family member and where incest became a matter for the courts rather than being dealt with by the church (Maynard and Thomas 2009).  In 1948 a change in legislation saw the reform of the Children’s Act 1948 regarding the welfare of children directly and the birth of the National Health Service (NHS). This was the Liberal Government’s attempt to improve welfare provision by introducing measures such as comprehensive health services, designed to secure improvement in the physical and mental health of the people of England and Wales, and the prevention, diagnosis and treatment of illness (1946 NHS Act). However, William Beveridge argued that the poor law should be replaced entirely with a welfare state which would care for everyone from birth to death. These changes also helped make the foundation of the NHS (Taylor and Woods 2005).
Although society had seen many changes through previous years, the 20th Century continued putting children’s wellbeing at the fore front of society. Legislation and acts were reformed, as society changed greatly. Safeguarding children and young adults became the responsibility of Local Authorities through the Children’s Act 1948.  This provided homes for poor and orphaned children, to be cared for and their basic needs met. There were designated officers trained to deliver support for children who were in the care system through each local authority. Then the introduction of the Children’s Act 1989 came into force, which focused more about the welfare of all children being paramount, where possible children should be cared for by their own families and that parents whose children are in need would be provided support by working alongside multi agencies, implementing the importance of meeting all the needs of the children, giving them the best chance for their future.
Partnership working has been evolving since the late 1960s and in recent times partnership working has become a focus of providing specialist expertise from different fields within the Health, Care and Welfare of children and young adults. Working collaboratively to ensure each diverse need of an individual is met in a way that is best suited to their needs, is at the heart of Multi agency working. As described by Fox and Arnull (2013). Safeguarding is also seen as identifying, reporting, making referrals, investigation, treatment and the follow up of incidents of the maltreatment of children (Fox and Arnull 2013). An example of this being, a young child becomes inappropriate in a role play area in school.  They use inappropriate language whilst playing with a doll.  They are pretending to change the dolls nappy and talk about body parts in a way that a young child should not.  This may suggest that the child in question has been sexually abused.  Then the safeguarding policy within the setting is implemented and followed.
The United Nations Convention on the Rights of a Child (UNCRC) implemented a worldwide agreement where all children under the age of 18 would have their human rights protected.  Many countries signed the convention and the United Kingdom (UK) joined them in 1990.  This allowed laws to be passed to protect children with a focus on protecting the rights of each child.  In Wales we have the ‘The Children’s Commissioner for Wales’ who is currently Sally Holland.  She is the voice for all children within Wales also supporting, guiding, influencing and giving advice to those involved within the welfare of children throughout Wales. Protecting children who are vulnerable from abuse neglect and exploitation are the key aspects of her role (Children’s Rights Wales ND 2019).
Having discussed the UNCRC it is important to identify how multi agencies should work together to protect the right of the child as the breakdown of working together can have a devastating effect. The importance of multi-agency working has risen in recent years. This is due to high profile cases that have seen failures, due to lack of communication and effective cooperation from different agencies. In 2000 a young girl called Victoria Climbié died from the abuse she suffered by her aunt. Victoria Climbié's death brought about a review of the child protective services in the UK, led by Lord Laming.
 The Laming review was published in 2003 stating that, many agencies had failed Victoria Climbié and had each agency worked together, her death could have been prevented.  This highlighted a lack in communication and multi-agency working breakdown. The report made many recommendations for a child protection reform (Laming ,2003).
The report evidenced that local authorities were responsible for their own child protection register, meaning all children at risk were monitored. This evidenced a failure as Victoria moved through many Local Authorities and information regarding Victoria did not follow her. Had the information been passed on Victoria would not have been ignored (Holmes et al 2011). 
In the case of Victoria Climbié, Lord Laming reported that Victoria Climbié was in contact with eleven child protection services before her death. Each agency failing to recognise and act to provide care for her. This case was seen not as the failing of one service, but all services that worked with Victoria Climbié (Laming ,2003). A further Laming report was published in 2009, as lessons were not learnt by the tragic death of Victoria.  Unfortunately, serious case reviews are still being published where children have been failed by our system. There are many barriers within multi agency working but communication and sharing of information are crucial in the success of multi-agency working.  
Each agency brings a wealth of knowledge in their area that can be passed on throughout other agencies.  Knowledge and understanding of each role within a multi-agency team helps everyone understand their individual involvement within a case.  It can establish new relationships which can bring positive outcomes (Gasper, 2010).  Reviewing policies of each agency can be beneficial and it allows you to have a greater insight into what the aim and objectives are and how these are produced within different organisations.  An example of this as suggested by (Holmes et al ,2011) is confidentiality.  If there are no clear guidelines on what information can be passed on, then people tend to not pass on any information to protect themselves (Holme et al, 2011).  All agencies within Health, Education and Social Care are governed by Legislation and Acts of Parliament.
Within Wales, Laws and legislation regarding safeguarding children are implemented by the National Assembly Wales and the UK Parliament.  There are other Governing bodies that bring in other laws also known as bye laws, such as local authorities (Laws Wales, 2019).  The Children’s Act 1989 brought in processes that local authorities in the United Kingdom had to follow to safeguard and promote children's welfare. A further Act in 2004 amended and strengthened the importance of partnership working creating more accountability (Government, 2016).
In 2016 the Social Services and Well-being Act (Wales) was amended and took the place of the section of the Children’s Act 1989, where it become the responsibility of local authorities for safeguarding all children within their area.  It was the legal framework for the Social Services provision through Wales. The authority became accountable ensuring all agencies within their authority worked effectively to protect the welfare of children.  These included the police, social services, education boards as well as the NHS.  
To conclude, reflecting through history children were not protected from harm and neglect. However, safeguarding and wellbeing of children and young people has improved greatly. Many legislations have been formed and reformed as society changed. Over many years' lessons have been learned with the government realising they had a duty of care to protect vulnerable children and young adults. There is always room for improvement.  Recommendations have been given to prevent children being harmed through abuse and neglect but unfortunately it continues for some.  Serious case reviews are still being published and mistakes are still being made.  We as professionals are accountable for each child in our sector and we need to break down the barriers of multiagency working by communicating more affectively and sharing important information.  If all agencies work together to protect our children hopefully one day our children of the future will live the lives they deserve.
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