Should the Elgin Marbles be returned to Greece? 
The moral debate of whether the Elgin Marble should or should not be returned to Athens from the British Museum has been going on for over 50 years and remains a current topic within political media.  The sculptures, originally a part of the Parthenon Temple on the Acropolis, were removed and taken back to Britain in the early 19th century by Lord Elgin who claimed that he had been given permission by the Ottoman Empire, which ruled Greece during that time. The ethical question of their rightful home is one that continues to provoke strong emotional responses from both countries. To contrast both sides of the argument, I have analyzed two newspaper articles that discuss opposing opinions. 
One newspaper article that argues for the release of the Elgin Marbles from the British Museum from the Greek government’s point of view is the BBC itself. The article presents Greece’s argument as a direct moral appeal for the permanent return of the Parthenon (Elgin) Marbles), putting a heavy emphasis on cultural identity, unity, and historical justice. The Greek Prime Minister, Kyriakos Mitsotakis urges the UK Prime Minister, Andy Burnham, to support the repatriation of the sculptures, as Burnham once said should be done with “no strings attached”. Mitsotakis used the loan of the Bayeux tapestry to give a sense of how wrong it is that the Parthenon Marbles are incomplete. "Nobody would seriously contemplate cutting what survives of the tapestry in two and displaying half in London and half in Bayeux and claiming this was an adequate way to understand it," (Kyriakos Mitsotakis, BBC News, 2026). He uses this idea of the Bayeux tapestry being in two pieces to show that the story of the Parthenon is incomplete without the rest of the missing sculptures and that they are not merely artworks but integral architectural components of a single monument. By framing the issue as a matter of cultural integrity rather than political negotiation, the article portrays Greece’s position on the subject as rooted in the belief that the meaning of the Marbles is diminished when they are seperated. Through this coverage, the BBC presents Greece’s side of the argument as driven through the desire for national heritage preservation and the idea that reunification is the only morally acceptable resolution. Another facet of the argument that is explored in this article is the potential for escalation of the issue to a global issue “Last month, Greece's health minister told Breitbart News he would like to see US President Donald Trump pressure the British to return the Parthenon pieces.” (BBC, 2026). This gives the impression that the retainment of the Marbles by the British Museum could create a larger source of conflict across the globe. 
The other side to this debate is explored in an article from The Guardian newspaper, arguing that the British Museum should keep the Elgin Marbles and are well within their right to do so. The Guardian article presents a very clear defence of the British Museum’s decision to retain ownership of the Elgin Marbles, primarily through the eyes of Dr Tiffany Jenkins. Jenkins argues that the British Museum is totally justified in keeping the sculptures because they were “legally acquired” (Dr Tiffany Jenkins, 2025). She frames the issue as one of historical accuracy rather than morality. The article emphasises her belief that the discussions of repatriation are driven by “misplaced feelings about empire”, inferring that the calls for the Marbles return are oversimplifying the more complicated historical context of the matter. Jenkins also defends the role of universal museums, stating that institutions like the British Museum can allow visitors to understand global cultures “in relation to one another” (Dr Tiffany Jenkins, 2025), therefore giving the Marbles a broader educational purpose in the UK. The article highlights the concern that returning the sculptures to Greece could, in turn, set a “dangerous precedent” (Dr Tiffany Jenkins, 2025), that could possibly trigger global demands for repatriation that would cause problems for global museum collections. Through these arguments, the article constructs a well put together case for the retention of the Elgin Marbles, portraying the British Museum’s position as one grounded in scholarly responsibility and education. 
Ultimately, the debate over the Elgin Marbles isn’t simply about ownership but about how nations choose to interpret and attempt to preserve their own cultural identity and what purpose museums have in the modern world. The BBC article is focused on highlighting Greece’s moral claim to returning the Marbles to their original home, emphasising cultural heritage and the incompleteness of the Parthenon without the rest of its missing pieces. In direct contrast, The Guardian defends the British Museum, giving legal and educational justification for the British Museum to keep the sculptures.  The two sides offer compelling arguments, giving a broader idea of global conversations around repatriation and culture. Although, this question remains deeply political as the international pressure from Greece to Britain grows, possibly causing the issue to escalate further if left unresolved one way or another. 
 In my opinion, the Elgin Marbles should be returned to Greece as a matter of protecting cultural heritage, a sense of historical justice, and respect for the Parthenon. Having been to the Parthenon myself recently as well as the Acropolis Museum, I have seen that the collection is visibly incomplete with large spaces where the Marbles are missing. The sculptures were created as part of a single architectural narrative which, when taken away, have left the story incomplete, no longer able to give us a more fleshed out view of how the Parthenon once was. The Acropolis Museum offers a purpose-built environment that can allow the sculptures to be appreciated as they were intended, putting them back into the environment that they came from and the meaning that shaped their creation. Returning the Marbles wouldn’t erase their past but acknowledge it, demonstrating a commitment to international cooperation rather than continuing this debate for decades to come. For these reasons, I would argue that the Parthenon Marbles should be permanently reunited with Greece. 
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[bookmark: _Int_l9Iy2PRD]This article was published on the 24th of September 2026, meaning that it is very recent, reflecting the current political debates that surround the Elgin Marbles today, making the information that it contains more reliable when considering current affairs. It is highly relevant to the topic of ancient history and how it still affects the modern world and it directly reports on the Greek Prime Minister’s current standpoint on this matter, appealing for the Marbles return. Katie Razzall is an established BBC journalist and will likely have checked her sources thoroughly before publishing, and the BBC itself is a highly reputable news organisation. This gives the source good authority, especially when considering global politics and international disputes. The article uses facts and opinions from verified political figures such as Mitsotakis which make the source accurate, as well as the BBC’s editorial guidelines backing this up. The purpose of the article is to inform the general public about the diplomatic pressure in the UK coming from Greece in reference to the Elgin Marbles and to educate people about the moral and cultural argument and the potential damage keeping the Marbles could cause. However, it must be considered that the information may be more concise for the public to be able to take it in easier. 
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The article, published in March 2025, is relatively recent and still reflects one side of the ongoing discussions of Greek repatriation. It is timely enough that it can add meaningfully to the current debates surrounding the Elgin Marbles, especially considering the rising political pressure around the Marbles to return in more recent years. This article is strongly relevant to the moral debate of the Elgin Marbles because it presents arguments that oppose their return to Greece, offering us a counterpoint to the Greek point of view. It highlights the British Museum’s standpoint and their justification for keeping the Marbles, making it a valuable source for the analysis of the ethics and legality of the issue. Vanessa Thorpe, the author of the article, is a well-established arts and culture correspondent for The Guardian. Her professional background and the newspaper’s strong reputation for investigative journalism give the source high authority, particularly considering a cultural argument.  The article quotes verified statements from Dr Tiffany Jenkins, who is a British Museum trustee, as well as a respected cultural sociologist. This heightens the validity and accuracy of what she has to say, and the information included in the newspaper. While this could be considered subjective data, the information does adhere to the facts of the matter. The purpose of the article is to inform people about the British Museum’s standpoint and why they currently aren’t returning the Marbles, as well as to present the reasoning of the museum itself. It aims to create an idea of the museum’s moral and legal justification, allowing the public to have a fuller understanding of why some people oppose the repatriation of the Elgin Marbles. 




