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PROPOSAL/CYNNIG 
In my dissertation, I will attempt to demonstrate a direct correlation between the event of the Arab Spring and the rise of Islamism, particularly focusing on the implications this has had on political and economical state of countries such as Syria and Egypt.  This will include a detailed investigation of the Arab Springs, a summary of the political positions of both countries prior to these events, and then the developments immediately afterwards, with a focus on the creation of certain fundamentalist groups, such as ISIS.  Some provisional chapter headings are as follows:
-The Cause of the Arab Springs
This will be an analysis of the events leading up to this, demonstrating a cause for these events.
-The Outcome of the Arab Springs
An examination of the key events that occurred in the Middle East during this time.

-Political History of the Middle East 
This may involve a study of countries (such as Syria and Egypt), in order to give some background information on the number of Islamist groups that existed previously.

-The Current Political Climate of the Middle East 
Demonstrating the political unrest and conflict that has arisen in these countries, particularly focusing on the specific Islamist groups that have been created, or ones that already existed but have gained more following since Arab Springs.
For my research, I have decided that the use of interviews, surveys or participant observational methods will not be necessary or applicable, and have therefore decided that my findings will come from text-based research, such as the news, textbooks, academic journals and articles etc.
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