Game of Diadems: Character Biography:
Who am I?
· Peukestas
· A Macedonian from Mieza who joined Alexander on campaign (although when is unknow)
· First mentioned as a trierarch on board one of the many ships built to carry Alexanders men.[footnoteRef:1] [1:  Arrian. Indica. 18.6.] 

· This role indicates Peukestas’ importance and closeness to Alexander as all other trierarch’s were members of the royal court too
· During the campaign at Mallian Peukestas proved to be invaluable as he played a key role in saving the life of Alexander, this resulted in his own severe injury.[footnoteRef:2] [2:  Plutarch. The Life of Alexander. 63.5.] 

· As recognition for this act Peukestas was later rewarded with a golden wreath in 324.[footnoteRef:3] [3:  Arrian. The Anabasis of Alexander. 6.28.4., 7.5.4.] 

· It is also worth noting that during the many descriptions of this event Peukestas is said to have held the ‘Sacred Shield’ on his person (a shield taken from a temple at Troy previously).[footnoteRef:4] This is yet another example of the trust and honour bestowed on him by Alexander.  [4:  Arrian. The Anabasis of Alexander. 6.9.3-5.; Briant, P. 2015. 151.] 

· Later became one of the members of Alexanders Hypaspist’s. This meant becoming part of Alexanders highest form of protection as one of the seven-man bodyguards. This gave him a great level of access to the king as one of those closest to him on a regular basis.[footnoteRef:5] [5:  Arrian. The Anabasis of Alexander. 1.6.; Heckle,W. 2005. 307. ] 

· When Alexander reached Persepolis, fearing retribution from a Persian satrap for his aggression and destruction there, he appointed Peukestas as the new Satrap of Persis.[footnoteRef:6] This allowed him to command a large number of Persian soldiers.  [6:  Arrian. The Anabasis of Alexander. 6.30.2.; Diodorus. 19.14.4-5.; Briant, P. 2-15. 37.] 

What is my family background?
· Peukestas is referred to as the son of Alexandros.
· He is also known to have a brother named Amyntas.
· His brother held the role of a Somatophylax of Philip III.[footnoteRef:7] [7:  Arrian. Indica. 18.6.; Heckle, W. 2005. 263.] 

What is my position in society?
· Likely beginning as a member of the noble elite at Mieza and gradually working up to becoming Satrap of Persis, Peukestas’ role in society has changed significantly. 
· It is clear that throughout his life he was seen to be a close member of Alexanders infrastructure. This afforded him a certain level of high standing and power.
· His first major role being a trierarch meant that Peukestas’ position required military stratagem and fighting at a greater rank then that of an average soldier. 
· As a bodyguard to Alexander his position became to ensure the protection of the king.
· Then finally as Satrap he became the sole governor of Persis. As a satrap he held a great deal of power and could influence much of the social climate as a result of this.[footnoteRef:8] [8: Kidner, F.L., Bucur, M. Mathisen, R., McKee, S., Weeks, T.R. 2013. 55.] 

· Of course, each of these roles came with their own risks. 
· As a trierarch it was his job to ensure the safe travel of a number of Alexander’s men. This came with the natural risks of sea-based travel as well as the threat of retribution or opposition by those sieged during the campaign. 
· When he began the role of Hypaspist the protection of the king meant risking his own life, fighting those who aimed to take the kings and going first into conflict.
· Now as a Satrap he had to ensure the stability of his satrapy and of his position. Fighting any revolts of locals who didn’t want nor appreciate a Macedonian Satrap. As well as his fellow Macedonians who may wish to take his role for themselves.  
What is my position at court?
· Satrap of Persis. 
· Officer of Alexander.[footnoteRef:9] [9:  Sykes, P. 2013. 286.] 

· Bodyguard to the King (Alexander).
What happened to me historically?
· After being assigned the role of Satrap Peukestas whole heartedly began to assume the foreign customs of the Persians (after first gaining the authorisation of Alexander).[footnoteRef:10] This included dressing like a Persian and learning how to speak their language too.  [10:  Diodorus. 19.12.5.] 

· This act lead to a great and widespread appreciation and admiration from those in the East leading to significant popularity there. 
· However, it also led to the dissatisfaction of his fellow Macedonians.[footnoteRef:11] (This may prove to cause problems with surrounding Macedonian Satraps). [11:  Arrian. The Anabasis of Alexander. 6.30.3).; Heckle, W. 2005. 264-265. ] 

· Following Alexanders death Peukestas disappears from ancient sources and as such we know little about what he was doing/what happened to him during this time. He does however resurface after the settlement agreed to at Triparadeisos.
· He is reconfirmed as Satrap of Persis during the aforementioned settlement.[footnoteRef:12] [12:  Arrian. The History of the Successors. 1.35.] 

· In 317 Peithon attempted to gain power by reinstating himself to a higher position of which he held under Perdikkas. This move threatened the power and control of Peukestas as well as that of other surrounding Satraps. As a result, an agreement to ally together against Peithon occurred. It was decided that Peukestas himself was the best man to lead this defence. In this leadership role he was able to amass 10,000 Persian archers, 3000 infantrymen, 600 cavalry and 400 horsemen.[footnoteRef:13]  [13:  Diodorus. 19.14.5.; Heckle, W. 2005. 265.] 

· Eumenes is appointed Royal General and invoked the imagery and memory of Alexander to maintain authority in this new position. This involved using Alexanders tent as a meeting place and building a pseudo throne to represent Alexanders presence and superiority. He does this first in Asia Minor and then again at Susiana.[footnoteRef:14] [14:  Diodorus Siculus. 19.15.1-4.; Eriskine, A., Llewellyn-Jones, L., Wallace, S. 2017. 6-10.] 

· When doing this at Susiana it is possible that the underlying intention was to gain favour over Peukestas as both men were vying for control of combined satrap manpower.[footnoteRef:15] [15:  Diodorus. 19.15.1.; Plutarch. Lives, Eumenes. 13.9.; Eriskine, A., Llewellyn-Jones, L., Wallace. S. 2017. 8-12.] 

· Eventually the two men came to a joint position of leadership, an agreement forced by Peukestas’ refusal to recognise Eumenes as having any superior leadership status.[footnoteRef:16] [16:  Heckle, W. 2005. 265.] 

· This partnership was also heavily influenced by a growing fear of Antigonos trying to usurp Peukestas. It seems that Eumenes was the lesser of two evils in this case.[footnoteRef:17] [17:  Heckle, W. 2005. 265.] 

· Despite this agreement once again the two fell back into opposition with one another after Eumenes began a fight with Peukestas’ close friend and ally Sibyrtios.[footnoteRef:18] [18:  Diodorus. 19.23.4.] 

· Eventually Eumenes won out being accepted as the commander-in-chief. The result of this was Peukestas beginning to remove himself from Eumenes as an ally, including pulling Persian force during fights against Antigonos.[footnoteRef:19] [19:  Heckle, W. 2005. 266. ] 

· Now that Antigonos had won power he removed Peukestas from his position as Satrap.
· Fearing the popularity of Peukestas in the east Antigonos took him back to Macedon in the west promising to employ him in a suitable position.[footnoteRef:20] [20:  Billows, R.A. 1997. 417-418.] 

· Inscriptions from Theangela show examples of Peukestas’ further employment by referencing treaties he was involved in. There are also other mentions of him having joined a campaign in the Aegean under the leadership of Demetrios. It is assumed he remained with Demetrios after this and spent the rest of his days present at the court.[footnoteRef:21] [21:  Billows, R.A. 1997. 417-418.] 

What do I plan to do?
During June 323BC Peukestas was present in Babylon attending Medeios’ banquet.[footnoteRef:22] This means that he knew of Alexanders death and the actions of those also present immediately as the events occurred. In addition to this is also means I will be present or at least aware of any meetings regarding the division of the empire.  [22:  Billows, R.A. 1997. 417-418.; Heckle, W.2005. 265.] 

Starting Position:
· Satrap of Persis and bodyguard to the king. 
· Age: Estimated to be born in the early 350’s Peukestas would now be around 27.[footnoteRef:23] [23:  Heckle, W. 2005. 263.] 

· Whilst in Babylon I have with me:
· 20,000 Persian Archers and Slingers
· Recruits from the Kossaians and Tapourians[footnoteRef:24] [24:  Arrian. The Anabasis of Alexander. 7.23.1.; Diodorus. 17.110.2.] 

· It is noted in 317BC that I have:
· 10,000 Persian Archers and Slingers
· 3000 Macedonian infantrymen[footnoteRef:25] [25:  Heckle, W. 2005. 265.] 

What I need:
· Money for the upkeep of my army and my satrapy.
· Allies for protection, defence needs and the potential for my own career and power advancement.
What Can I Do:
· Despite not being a major contender myself for any high position of power during the Babylonian settlement it might be beneficial to back someone who is. This could afford me certain privileges, advantages or trades for loyalty which I may find useful. For example, a “gift” of some money or troops would be extremely beneficial. 
· I could then either work covertly to assist others fulfil their own desire to gain power or even kingship. Or be loyal totally to the king (whom I gave my support) and hope to benefit continuously as a result of their support in return.
· I may however wish to focus more closely on my position as Satrap. Since historically this position was at risk it may be important to establish myself with fellow satraps, particularly those closest to me geographically. As the historical figure Peukestas shows the importance of having fellow satraps value your leadership, loyalty and alliance. Through this he was able to amass more troops and higher positions of power (against Peithon, for example, where all other satraps gave up power to Peukestas).[footnoteRef:26] [26:  Engles, D. 2017. 120.] 

· By having a strong alliance among “lesser” satraps it may even be possible to eventually work against those in an assumed higher position as a collective. 
· Another possible play would be to assist in making a ‘weak’ King. This was frequently done by Persian satraps in the hopes that this would offer them a certain degree of freedom to act as they saw fit not under direct instruction of the king.[footnoteRef:27] [27:  Kindner, F.L., Bucur, M., Mathisen, R., McKee, S., Weeks, T.R. 2013. 55.] 
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