Library based/Secondary Research Dissertations


These dissertations do not require primary research (ie. fieldwork) of your own. Instead, you can use material that has already been written.  

The main aim of a library-based dissertation should be the theoretical analysis of ethnographic material. This could include an original analysis of ethnographic material, and/or a rethink or reinterpretation of existing material, such as published ethnographic observations, and/or comparable anthropological projects. Students will be expected to present an anthropological argument based on a knowledge of substantive materials, to place their research and argument within the existing literature on the chosen subject, and apply a theoretical perspective to it. 

Research of this kind should contain an extensive literature review, demonstrating how perspectives on your chosen topic have changed over time within the discipline of anthropology.  Essentially, you are putting published anthropologists “into conversation with one another”.  By doing this you can highlight their positive positions as well as their sources of disagreement. This is a “conversation” convened by you so it’s an opportunity to demonstrate your knowledge of the literature and show your position/opinion within the subject area, and how you see yourself perhaps contributing to a larger body of research.

