Evidenced Based Policing and Applications
This essay will examine defining and discussing the core ideas of evidence-based policing, explaining the use body worn video cameras in evidence-based policing, past cases of an incident that has involved a body worn camera in the UK, discussing the strengths, weaknesses and ethical limitations of body worn cameras and lastly evaluating the use of their evidence in regard to a crime topic.
Evidence based policing uses scientific research and data analysis as a guide to identify the most effective strategies for preventing crime, reducing crime rates and improving the public's safety (College of Policing, N.D). This assists police officers to gather key evidence and make well informed decisions based on evidence-based policing as they will be using the best available evidence to back up their decision making.
Police agencies should regularly assess the impact of their methods and adjust their strategies accordingly to give consistent positive results (Rogers, C., Pepper, I. and Skilling, L. 2022). This can be done through the Evidence based policing scheme which informs us that using data from previous cases police can reflect on if the actions taken and outcome were positive or negative and if the method used should be repeated in similar cases in the future to aid their decision making. By using evidence-based policing it will enable the development and sustainability of forming strong relations between the police and researchers which will allow for the police to improve their skills and actions.
The Evidence-based policing scheme that police officers are using was developed by Lawrence Sherman to form improved and fair decisions when it comes to the use of police resources (Mould, A. 2021). An example of evidence-based policing being put into practice is the metropolitan police in London using this method to find hot spots of fatal knife crime so that they know where they need to focus their resources to reduce fatal knife crime such as placing more police officers and CCTV in the hot spot area. 
Evidence based policing highlights the necessity of collaboration through police agencies, academics and the community. No organisation can handle the complicated issues that comes with their role while also meeting the important local community health and safety challenges every Police Force must deal with. (Zaghloul, F. and Partridge, J. 2022). This will strengthen relations and trust between citizens, third part organisations and the police service as a better job since having a strong bond with citizens is important as they are the eyes and ears on the street that the police rely on for reporting crime and providing witness statements. 
Evidence-based policing is a practice that is grounded in criminological theories. Rational Choice Theory suggests that criminals make rational decisions based on the potential benefits and costs of committing a crime while trying to minimize the risk (College of Policing, 2022). Evidence-based policing can use this theory to identify effective strategies that increase the perceived risks and decrease the rewards of criminal behaviour. 
Deterrence Theory proposes that the threat of severe punishment can deter criminal behaviour (Abramovaite et al. 2022, p. 1663–1680). Citizens that are considering committing a crime will weigh the potential costs and benefits of committing crime against the severity of the punishment if caught committing the crime before deciding whether it is worth engaging in criminal behaviour. Evidence-based policing can use this theory to evaluate the effectiveness of various forms of punishment and their impact on crime rates to see which punishments are effective at deterring crime and which are not. 
Broken Windows Theory suggests that visible signs of disorder and neglect encourages the amount of crime in an area as criminals think they can get away with crime unpunished (Lanfear, C.C., Matsueda, R.L. and Beach, L.R. 2020, p. 97 - 120). Evidence-based policing can use this theory to target offenses and enforce community standards to prevent more serious crimes. This can also put a focus on fixing up visible signs of disorder in an area such as clearing up graffiti or fixing broken objects such as doors and windows to reduce crime rates. 
According to the crime pattern theory, criminals target areas between regular destinations, typically those close to their current and past residential homes, and they act normally when not committing crimes. (Sleeuwen, S.E.M. van, Ruiter, S. and Steenbeek, W. 2021). Police officers who are following their usual route can record crimes while wearing body worn cameras, which they can later use as evidence in court.
Problem-Oriented Policing focuses on identifying the underlying causes of crime and disorder ln a community by analyzing data to find the recurring problems and form a working strategy to address and prevent these problems and then measure how effective the strategy was. (College of Policing, 2020). Evidence-based policing can use this theory to identify the root causes of crime and develop targeted strategies to reduce the cause of crime rather than responding to individual incidents which would be time consuming and waste resources. 
Police officers can record their encounters with members of the public by wearing a tiny camera on their chest that is fastened to their uniform (Sparks, R. 2023). Their usage in evidence-based policing aims to present an unbiased narrative of encounters with members of the public for the safety of the public as well as the involved police officer.  This means the use of body worn cameras from the police service may better communicate with the communities they serve and earn their trust while also sharing crucial evidence for criminal investigations and legal prosecutions. 
Police officers often turn on their body worn cameras when an incident or encounter starts, and they record constantly until it is no longer necessary or a system (Metroplitan Police, N.D). For example, a CCTV at a police station takes control. Because of the positioning of the camera, people viewing the video watch the scene from the officer's perspective. An impartial eyewitness is provided by the camera. An audio-free, rolling 60-second loop of video will start recording as soon as the camera is switched on. The camera will not record the 60 seconds of footage until the officer activates the record button. When the camera is set to record, the previous 60 seconds of video are also captured. The evidence that has been recorded can then be used in cases 
A strength of body worn cameras is that they provide an objective account of police interactions with the public. (Chapman, B. 2019). This can help to increase transparency, accountability, and trust with the communities they serve. They can also be used to reflect on what an officer did in a situation and decide what they did good and what could be improved on. they are used as evidence in court, helping to corroborate officer testimony and providing a more objective account of the incident by showing video evidence of what happened rather than basing evidence on word against word. This makes the evidence a lot more reliable as the situation can be looked at and analysed.
Body worn cameras can also improve officer and citizen behaviour, as they are aware that their actions are being recorded and will behave to good standard or otherwise be held accountable (Getac 2021). If people are aware that they have some responsibility for their actions, they will generally behave better. Relationships between the public and law enforcement officials usually become more polite when there is a visible camera on an officer's uniform. There is a greater chance of additional charges based on the direct record of their actions, so many suspects back down from an initially hostile response because the video can also be helpful as evidence if a case goes to trial.
Some weaknesses of body worn cameras are that they can be expensive for police departments to implement and maintain for their police officers. (Edwards, J. and Athavaley, A. 2015). this is because of the cost of purchasing the cameras themselves, as well as the cost of storing and managing the large amounts of video data that they generate. This means that the cost of body cameras will take away resources and funding the police have as they will be getting spent on body cameras instead of things such as training and hiring more police officers. 
Body worn cameras can potentially expose victims and subject them to face recognition software, which can raise privacy issues for both the public and police officers, especially in cases when the cameras are constantly on (Blanchard, S. 2022). Being made to feel embarrassment in your own house is the last thing you want in life. When it comes to body camera footage, one of the biggest risks that a person could encounter is what is captured in private. The main issues are how the footage is stored, who can access it, and when it can be made public. This can cause the person in the video to have their personal medical issues, such mental illness, made public. Witnesses may worry about reprisals from criminals if they testify against them. This could also cause victims and witnesses to withhold information that could embarrass them.
The use of body worn cameras raises ethical concerns about privacy of the public or even police officers, as individuals may be recorded without their consent or knowledge. The cameras can capture sensitive information, such as conversations with family members, medical conditions, or personal activities. The indiscriminate use of these cameras can lead to a negative effect on free speech and expression, as people may be less likely to behave naturally or speak candidly if they know they are being recorded. To address these ethical limitations, the police service should establish clear policies on when and how body worn cameras can be used, and limit the retention of footage to specific, legitimate purposes. (Chan-Adams, E. 2016)
The use of body worn cameras raises ethical concerns about the potential misuse of footage by agencies. (Dugan, E. 2023) states that Body-worn cameras have occasionally been turned off by officers when they should have been on, which means that previously recorded video may have been tampered with or altered to support an untrue story or piece of evidence such as such as covering the lens, disabling the microphone, or manipulating the footage after it has been recorded. In the past, recordings from body-worn cameras have also been shared on WhatsApp. To address these ethical limitations, police departments should establish clear policies and protocols for the use, storage, and access to body worn camera footage. They should limit access to footage to authorized personnel who have a legitimate need to view it and require that all access and use of footage be documented and audited. 
Body worn cameras should be utilized in accordance with established police service policies that spell out their limitations as well as when and how they can be used. Additionally, departments should think about informing people when they are being videotaped and allowing them to ask for the material to be deleted if it is not necessary for an inquiry. (Lindsay, R. 2019) 
Body-worn cameras can be useful tools in domestic violence cases (Lister, S. N.D). They can provide video evidence of the altercation and can help to ensure that victims are protected and receive justice. BWCs can be particularly effective in cases where there are conflicting accounts of what happened, as they can provide an objective record of the incident. 
[bookmark: _Int_fIo6VGUi][bookmark: _Int_szcHiae2]However, there are also concerns about the use of BWCs in domestic violence cases. For example, victims may be reluctant to report abuse if they know that the incident will be recorded on camera, as they may fear retaliation from their abuser (Kesteven , S. and Carrick , D. 2022). This is because there is now video evidence of the victim reporting their abuser which could anger their abuser more as they have been caught on video. Additionally, BWC footage may not always capture the full context of an incident, and it may be difficult to interpret the footage without additional information or testimony from witnesses. Victims might also feel scared of having video evidence record of them at a low point in their life while they are in distress. 
Body worn cameras will show evidence of what the location looked like such as if property had been damaged and what the victims looked like so any severe wounds or bruises on a victim. (University of Leeds, 2018) This is good as there will be physical evidence which could not be given justice if only written in note format. This footage could be used to corroborate their story and provide more detail about what happened. This could help aid in cases where the only evidence available is the victim's testimony.
Another potential benefit of body-worn cameras in domestic violence situations is that they could help de-escalate potentially violent situations (Field, A. 2021). If an abuser knows that they are being recorded, they may be less likely to become violent or aggressive. This could help to protect victims and prevent the situation from escalating to a point where someone is seriously injured or killed. 
In conclusion, the benefits of body-worn cameras (BWCs) in evidence-based policing clearly outweigh the negatives. While privacy concerns exist, responsible implementation and proper policies can address these issues. BWCs have proven to be valuable tools that enhance transparency, accountability, and the overall effectiveness of law enforcement practices as stated by (Chapman, B. 2019) By capturing real-time audio and video evidence, BWCs provide an unbiased record of interactions between police officers and the public. This not only strengthens the trust between law enforcement and the community but also helps to resolve disputes and prevent false accusations. 
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