James Forder CLAH4007: Hellenistic Timeline
· Birth of Alexander (365 B.C. July): Born to Philip II of Macedon and Olympias, there are many myths surrounding his birth and supposedly major events happened on the same day, such as the burning of the temple of Diana of Ephesus. (Dodge 1994: 127). He was apparently descended from Hercules and Aecus. On the night before the marriage was consummated, Olympias dreamed that her womb was struck by lightning, owing to the myth of his divine birth. (Plut. Alex. 2) He was one of two children from Philip and Olympias, the other being his sister Kleopatra. (Dillon & Garland 2013: 517)
· Battle of Chaironea (338 B.C.): Battle between a joint force of Thebes and Athens against Macedonia. (Bury & Meiggs 1978: 439) Alexander took control of one wing, with Philip controlling the other. (Diod. 16.86.1) The battle vindicated Demosthenes’ opposition to Philip. (Dillon & Garland 2013: 523)
· Treaty with Philip II (338/7 B.C.): Established peace between the warring poleis of Greece, under the command of Philip and his descendants. (IG II3 1 318) This alliance was formed to maintain peace within Greece and provide a platform through which an invasion of Persia could be carried out. (Pomeroy et. al. 2004: 266) It marked the defeat of democracy to imperialism. (Hornblower 1986: 148)
· Marriage of Philip and Cleopatra (338/7 B.C.): Philip married Cleopatra, niece of Attalus, one of Philip’s generals, leading to a fight breaking out over Attalus calling for the birth of a legitimate son. (Plut. Alex. 9) This led to the exile of Alexander and Olympias to Illyrium and Epirus, respectively. (Dodge 1994: 130) It also led to a break in Philip’s relationship with Alexander. (Dillon & Garland 2013: 517)
· Death of Philip (336 B.C.): Assassinated by Pausanias in the theatre of Vergina. (Dillon & Garland 2013: 529) Pausanias was allegedly caught while fleeing due to tripping on a vine. (Diod. 16.94.4) There is rumour of involvement from Olympias and Alexander. (Lane Fox 1986: 22-24)
· Sack of Thebes (335 B.C): Alexander was reluctant to attack Thebes, giving them time to send an embassy to ask for pardon. (Dodge 1994: 213) Thebes attacked the Macedonians with light infantry and were largely ineffective. (Arr. An. 1.8) The destruction of Thebes secured all frontiers of power in Greece. (Lane Fox 1986: 89)
· Thracian and Illyrian campaign (335 B.C.): On the slopes of Mount Haemus, the Macedonians encountered a force of Thracians who arranged a series of carts to be sent crashing into them. Alexander ordered his men to lie down with their shields on their back, in order for the carts to run over them while causing no harm. (Arr. Anab. 1.1) The wooded terrain was likely more of a hindrance than the local people. (Lane Fox 1986: 82) This terrain gave the locals a perfect chance for ambush attacks. (Dodge 1994: 203)
· Alexander and Diogenes (early Spring 334 B.C.): Alexander went to see Diogenes, asking if he could do anything for him, with Diogenes replying for him to get out of the sun, which Alexander was impressed by. (Plut. Alex. 14) The event may have actually happened in 336 B.C. (Dillon & Garland 2013: 536) The quote of him saying ‘If I had not been Alexander, I would like to have been Diogenes’ is likely fictional. (Lane Fox 1986:71)
· Battle of Granicus (May 334 B.C.): The first major battle for Macedon against the Persian Empire, with Alexander commanding the right flank and Parmenio controlling the left. (Arr. An. 1.14) The Persians waited at the Granicus, attempting the block Alexander’s path into Persia. The steep, slippery banks of the river were a problem for the Macedonian horses and infantry, with the Persians hoping that the location would reduce the effectiveness of the Macedonian phalanx. (Dillon & Garland 2013: 539) The Persian army was outnumbered by the Macedonian army. (Lane Fox 1986: 119)
· Surrender of Sardis (334 B.C.): Capital of the Lydian satrapy, surrendered without resistance. (Diod. 17.21.7; Arr. Anab. 1.17) If held, the city could have offered Darius naval support and raised an army with its treasury, and as the first city to surrender without resistance, Alexander offered the same tribute payments to himself that they paid to Darius. (Dodge 1994: 252-255) The garrison of Greeks left by Alexander were likely not seen as a breach of freedom, due to the likelihood of a counter-attack. (Lane Fox 1986: 128)
· Siege of Miletos (334 B.C.): Alexander, against the advice of Parmenio, engaged Miletos in a land battle, rather than meeting the nearby Persian fleet. (Arr. Anab. 1.18-19) He captured the outer city with minimal effort and blockaded the inner city. (Dodge 1994: 257) The decision not to engage in Naval warfare was tactically sound, due to the technical and numerical superiority of the Persian fleet. (Lane Fox 1986: 132)
· Alexander disbands the fleet (334 B.C.): Alexander continues with the tactic of land warfare, disbanding his fleet. The idea was to take over coastal cities to limit the ports at which the Persians could dock. (Arr. Anab. 1.20) The fleet was expensive, costing roughly the same as the entire infantry and, due to its limited usefulness, was deemed unnecessary. (Dodge 1994: 261) He could also redirect supplies used for the fleet to the rest of the army, increasing its effectiveness. (Lane Fox 1986; 134)
· Cilician Gates (333 B.C.): He approached the gates, leaving the heavy infantry with Parmenio, intending to make a surprise attack at night, but the presence of Alexander caused the guards to flee. (Arr. Anab. 2.4) The satrap of Cilicia received no order to defend the gates. (Dodge 1994: 291) The Persians, thinking they were learning from Granicus, allowed Alexander through the gates hoping to extend his supply line to an unsustainable level. (Lane Fox 1986: 155)
· River Cydnus/ Alexander falls ill (333 B.C.): Alexander plunged into the river for a swim and to cool down and afterwards falls ill. He is warned that his doctor is trying to poison him, but he trusts his doctor and takes the medicine prescribed regardless. (Arr. Anab. 2.4) Philip was the only doctor who did not despair for Alexander’s life, perhaps the others were fearful of failure. (Dodge 1994: 292) Alexander’s illness allowed Darius to regroup his army from Babylon. (Lane Fox 1986: 162)
· Battle of Issus (5th November 333 B.C.): Darius originally chose to fight on a plain in Assyria suited to Persian warfare but became impatient and marched his troops to the North-West of Alexander. (Dillon & Garland 2013: 544) A consequence of this battle was that Alexander became synonymous with a god. (Dodge 1994: 320) The left flank of the Macedonian army was driven back, while the right flank advanced, eventually rescuing the left. (Arr. An. 2.8) 
· Alexander takes Darius’ camp (333 B.C.): Alexander took a bath in Darius’ bath and one of his companions said that since he had conquered it, it now belonged to Alexander. (Plut. Alex. 20.6-8)
· Darius’ Letter (333 B.C.): After the capture of Darius’ family at Issus, Darius sent a letter demanding the return of his family, along with a request of friendship, which Alexander declined, evoking the Persian invasions and support of revolts in his reply. Arrian has no mention of a ransom, whereas Curtius includes a ransom. (Arr. Anab. 2.14; Curt.4.1.7-14) Diodorus speaks of Alexander forging the letter and concealing the reply. (Diod. 17.39.2) The letter was perhaps addressed to the Persian world as a whole, rather than just its king. (Dodge 1994: 325) This letter marks a transformation of the war from a defensive war against potential Persian invasions, to an offensive war to pursue Darius. (Hornblower 2002: 293)
· Siege of Tyre (January-February 322 B.C.): Alexander sends a messenger asking Tyre to surrender, they refuse and kill the messengers, Alexander builds a mole to connect the island to the mainland. (Curt. 4.2-3) Constructing the mole in the shallow areas was straight forward, but in the deeper water near the town, they were subject to raids from tyrian ships, which they countered by building towers with artillery mounted to them on the mole. (Arr. Anab. 2.18) The stubborn resistance to Alexander was due to a mix of its fortifications and a long tradition of Persian support of their native client rulers. (Hornblower 2002: 294) The defeat of Tyre eliminated Persia’s power at sea, allowing Alexander’s expedition to Egypt. (Dodge 1994: 326-7)
· Visit to the Shrine of Ammon (February 332 B.C.): ‘A tale of miracle and romance’. (Pomeroy et. al. 2004: 279) went to address administrative matters with Egypt, who exaggerated the difficulty of the journey to the temple. (Curt. 4.7.5-25) May have been to cement his position as Pharaoh, showing himself to be the son of Ammon. (Lane Fox 1986: 201)
· Foundation of Alexandria, Egypt (332/1 B.C.): Alexander was anxious to found a city in Egypt in his own name. He dreamed that a grey-haired man recited some lines from The Odyssey and ordered the foundation of the city on the coast, in a natural harbour. (Plut. Alex. 26) Alexander himself supposedly designed the layout of the town, such as the position of the market square. (Arr. Anab. 3.2) According to Diodorus, the design was shaped in a way that caught the winds, in order to cool the air of the town. (Diod. 17.52.2) He marked the perimeter of the walls and left the construction to his workmen. (Curt. 4.8.2) The city was founded to be a centre of trade. (Dodge 1994: 349) It was to become the ‘first city’ of the Hellenistic world and ‘second city’ of the Roman world. (Hornblower 2002: 295)
· Battle of Guagamela (October 331 B.C.): The river was too deep to ford individually, therefore Alexander ordered the troops to lock arms and move as a group. (Diod. 17.55) Darius was in the centre of the Persian army, as was custom. The battle started with a cavalry charge, developing into a failed scythe chariot attack by the Persians. Alexander then charged into battle. (Bury & Meiggs 1978: 465) Following the battle, Darius fled through mountains in Armenia towards Media. (Dodge 1994: 387)
· Sack of Persepolis (January 330 B.C.): Capital of the old kings of Persia, where the invasions of Darius and Xerxes were launched from, considered the most hateful of the Asian cities. (Curt. 5.6.1; Diod. 17.70) Despite surrendering, the city was destroyed, like Thebes and Tyre. (Pomeroy et. al. 2004: 283) Whether it was deliberate or part of a drunken and unpremeditated, it was a hostile act. (Hornblower 2002: 303) The sack left Alexander free to enter Persia as he pleased. (Lane Fox 1986; 256) 
· Death of Darius (July 330 B.C.): Arrested by Bessus, satrap of Bactria. Alexander, hearing of this, marched his cavalry 50 miles per day to catch up. Bessus abandoned the attempt to get Darius away when realising Alexander was close, and he was struck down and left mortally wounded, dying before Alexander reached him. Alexander had him buried in the royal tombs at Persepolis, like other Persian kings before him. (Arr. Anab. 3.22) Alexander supposedly showed grief at the death of Darius, throwing his cloak over the body. (Plut. Alex. 43) Darius’ death allowed Alexander to change the objective of the campaign from revenge for prior Persian actions against Greece, proving difficult for obtaining Persian allies, instead assuming the role of successor and act as defender of legitimacy against the regicide of Darius. (Pomeroy et. al. 2004: 283) Had Alexander taken Darius alive, this objective would have been much easier. (Dodge 1994: 425)
· Death of Parmenio (330 B.C.): Allegedly involved in a conspiracy to kill Alexander led by Parmenio’s son, Philotas. He was also somewhat of a rival to Alexander’s power. (Arr. Anab. 3.27) Alexander henceforth took the possibility of conspiracies against him seriously. (Pomeroy et. al 2004: 286) Some twist in the story may have been omitted by Arrian. (Hornblower 2002: 305) 
· Death of Cleitus (330 B.C.): A singer/ poet drunkenly made fun of Macedonian commanders who had been defeated in the Soghdian War, Alexander told him to continue, Cleitus angrily responded, they bickered about cowardice, Cleitus quoted Euripedes, eventually leading to Alexander killing Cleitus with a spear. (Plut. Alex. 50-51) The lines in Euripedes quoted by Cleitus show an objection to kingship and personality cult. (Hornblower 2002: 307) Cleitus was criticising Alexander’s efforts to accommodate the Persians and belittling his officers and soldiers. (Pomeroy et. al. 2004: 286)
· Siege of Soghdian Rock (Spring 327 B.C.): The defenders thought the sheer cliff face was unclimbable, but Alexander offered a reward of 12 talents to the first to climb up. About thirty died, but the rest of the 300 volunteers reached the top and captured the summit. (Arr. Anab. 4.19) The capture of the rock allowed Alexander’s forces to dominate the enemy positions. (Dodge 1994: 501) 
· Battle with Porus (326 B.C.): Battle on the Hydaspes River, the last of Alexander’s major set-battle campaigns. (Dillon & Garland 2013: 566) Porus was reinforced by 200 elephants, which were useful against Macedonian cavalry, one man in fifteen was killed, and the majority were wounded. (Dodge 1994: 553) Following the battle, Alexander asked Porus how he wished to be treated, Porus replying ‘As a king ought’. (Arr. Anab. 5.19)
· Mutiny at Opis (324 B.C.): Alexander discharged all those he considered unfit for service, intended to please them, but the soldiers took it as an insult, also angered by his adoption of Persian and Egyptian customs. (Arr. Anab. 7.8.1-3) Alexander ordered the leaders executed and ‘sulked’ in a palace. (Dillon & Garland 2013: 569) Alexander disowned the revolting troops. (Dodge 1994: 639)
· Death of Alexander (June 323 B.C.): Nobody at the time suggested he had been poisoned, but later people suspected that Aristotle arranged his murder. (Plut. Alex. 77) Some suggest he simply died of natural causes after a night of heavy drinking. (Dillon & Garland 2013: 574) Acute Pancreatitis, a non-infectious illness, appears to fit the description of his death well. (Gamble & Bloedow 2017: 27) Each morning, he was carried out to perform the usual sacrifices during his fever. (Dodge 1994: 648) 
· Babylonian Settlement (323 B.C.): A council of Alexander’s commanders, deciding how to split the empire after Alexander’s death. Ptolemy suggested that the council should govern the empire without a king, but Perdiccas wanted executive power for himself and gave his rivals satrapies away from the centre. (Adams 2006: 28-30) Some, such as Perdiccas suggested succession should remain in Alexander’s bloodline, while others, such as Ptolemy thought it should be allocated on a more meritocratic basis. (Curt.10.6.1-18) Alexander’s son Herakles was unrecognised by his father and Rhoxane was still 6 months pregnant, so an immediate hereditary succession was unpractical. (Errington 2008: 14-15)
· Lamian War (323-322 B.C.): The death of Alexander gave Athens and the Aetolian League the reason to revolt against Macedonian rule. (Errington 2008: 16) It has been asserted that this war resulted in the end of the polis system. (Shipley & Hansen 2006: 52) The revolt initially outnumbered the Macedonians but were eventually defeated. (Diod. 18.12-19)
· Triparadeisos (321 B.C.): The last time Alexander’s Grand Army would meet. Antipatros was named regent for the kings. (Adams 2006: 31) Antigonus was given command of Asia and Seleucus was made governor of Babylon. (Grant 1990: 6) Ancient Sources: Heidelberg Epitome; Diod. 18.39-40. 
· Perdiccas’ Invasion of Egypt (321-320 B.C.): Perdiccas camped near the Nile, tried to clear a canal, it flooded and destroyed his work, leading to his army’s defection. (Diod. 18.33) Following this, his officers conspired to assassinate him and invited Ptolemy into their camp. (Errington 2008: 20) The war resulted in Perdiccas’ death at the hands of his own officers, and the defection of his army to Ptolemy. (Adams 2006: 31) 
· Death of Antipater (319 B.C.): Antipater appointed Polyperchon as his successor, which provoked a hostile reaction from the other Diadochi. (Chamoux 2003 (1981): 45) Had Antipater lived a few more years, he may have been able to consolidate power after the death of Krateros. (Errington 2008: 21) Antigonus then made up his mind to further his grip on Asia. (Diod. 18.47)
· Death of Eumenes (316 B.C.): Engineered by Antigonos ‘the One Eyed’, allowing him to proclaim himself ‘Lord of Asia’, but not calling himself king. (Adams 2006: 31) Macedonian troops were not comfortable being led by a non-Macedonian, such as Eumenes. (Green 1990: 7) Killed by one of his guards, supposedly without Antigonos’ knowledge. (Nep. Eum. 12)
· Battle of Gaza (312 B.C.): Demetrios was guarded by 100 Tarentines divided into three troops (Diod. 19.82.2) Demetrios lost 500 troops being killed and 8000 captured. (Green 1990: 26) This left Syria vulnerable to invasion. (Chamoux 2003 (1981): 50)
· Death of Rhoxane and Alexander IV (309 B.C.): Killed by Kassandros before Alexander came of age to rule. He was killed in secret but buried in public at Aigai. (Adams 2006: 32) Alexander was buried in the Argead Cemetery with the other Macedonian kings. (Errington 2008: 34-35) The death of the heir marked the end of the Argead Dynasty, leaving the way open for others to take power. (Diod. 19.105)
· Battle of Salamis (306 B.C.): Athens contributed 30 quadrimemes to Demetrios’ forces. (Bugh 2006: 275) Demetrius defeated Ptolemy. (Adams 2006: 32) The fighting was varied and full of surprises, some weaker forces gained victory due to better positioning. (Diod. 20.51) Demetrius’ victory marked the final step in the emergence of independent Hellenistic kingdoms. (Green 1990: 30)
· Antigonus and Demetrius Declared Kings (306 B.C.): Marked the signal for the dynastic houses to end the message of ruling in the name of the Argaed dynasty. (Adams 2006: 32) Antigonus established the Antigonid dynasty on the basis of military achievement rather than territorial claims. (Green 1990: 31) Antigonus was immediately crowned, while Demetrius received a diadem with a letter addressing him as king (Plut. Demetr. 18)
· Battle of Ipsus (301 B.C.): Marked the end of the Antigonid Kingdom. (Adams 2006: 42) Seleucus’ elephants prevented Demetrius from rescuing his mortally wounded father after he led a successful cavalry charge and was broken off from the main group. (Green 1990: 34) After the battle, the victorious kings carved up the Antigonid territory for themselves. (Plut. Demetr. 30)
· Ascension of Ptolemy II (283 B.C.): Appointed as co-ruler in 286 and taking the sole throne in 283, his reign is considered the peak of the Ptolemaic empire. (Chamoux 2003 (1981): 69) Unusually for the Diadoch rulers, Ptolemy I died of natural causes. (Errington 2008: 62) 
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Figure 1: Coin of Ptolemy II and Arsinoe II. From 1889 edition of ''Principal Coins of the Ancients''. Public Domain scans offered by ESnible from his site http://www.snible.org/coins/hn/egypt.html

· Galatian Invasion (279 B.C.): Possibly had a connection to the Gauls who sacked Rome. (Justin 24.4) Reputation for brutality (Paus. 10.22) Antiochus made heavy use of elephants. (Lucian Zeuxis 9) After their defeat, the Galatians settled in Phrygia. (Errington 2008: 116) Antiocus’ elephants had towers with archers firing from them placed on their backs. (Chamoux 2003 (1981): 306) The end of the Galatian wars cannot be pinpointed exactly, as warfare against the Galatians was revived periodically (Grainger 2010: 81)
· Battle of Thermopylae II (279 B.C.): The Greeks assembled an army mainly from Boetia. (Paus. 10.20.3) Guaranteed passage for the Galatians into Central Greece. (Adams 2006: 37) The numbers of aggressors were widely exaggerated in the same way as Herodotus’ model for the Persians. (Errington 2008: 81)
· First Syrian War (274-271 B.C.): Between Ptolemy II and Antiochus I over Syria, ended with recognition of the status quo in Syria. (Chamoux 2003 (1981): 70) Ptolemy’s position was under threat from the Galatians and his half-brother Magas, who declared himself king and marched on Egypt. (Grainger 2010: 83) Shortly before the war, there was a military procession, demonstrating Ptolemaic Egypt’s increasing power. (Athenaeus 5.202)
· Second Syrian War (260-253 B.C.): Perhaps the least known and most obscure of the Syrian Wars. (Grainger 2010: 117) Between Ptolemy and Antiochus II. Following peace, Antiochus married Ptolemy II’s daughter Berenice, the cause of a rift following Ptolemy II’s death. (Chamoux 2003 (1981): 70) Antiochus removed the Milesian relief Timarchus, for which he was granted the title ‘Theos’ (App. Syr. 65)
· Third Syrian War (246-241 B.C.): When Seleucus II came to the throne, he had Berenice killed, sister of Ptolemy III, him rushing to attempt rescuing her, but failing. (Just. Epit. 27.1) Seleucus’ people feared a coup by Ptolemy, which he did not have the power to carry out. (Grainger 2010: 159) Seleucus campaigned in Asia Minor and Syria, while Ptolemy claimed victory from the Hellespont to the Euphrates. (Green 1990: 150)
· Bactrian Independence (245 B.C.): Established by Diodotos, a Greek satrap. (Adams 2006: 47) In 240 B.C. Diodotus I defeated Arsaces, future founder of the Parthian Empire, allowing him to declare himself saviour of the Greeks from a barbarian invader, celebrated on coinage. Diodotus II put his own name on coinage in 235, declaring Bactria an independent Hellenistic kingdom. (Holt 1999:19)[image: File:Coin of Diodotos II.jpg]
Figure 2: Coin of the Bactrian King Diodotos II. Classical Numismatic Group, Inc. http://www.cngcoins.com [GFDL (http://www.gnu.org/copyleft/fdl.html), CC BY-SA 2.5 (https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/2.5), GFDL (http://www.gnu.org/copyleft/fdl.html) or CC-BY-SA-3.0 (http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/)], via Wikimedia Commons
· Parthian Independence (245 B.C.): A Scythian tribe, the Parni took over Parthia in 247 and extended control of the Plataea. (Adams 2006: 47) Pherecles, satrap appointed by Antiochus II, was overthrown by Arsaces and his brother Tiridates. (Holt 1999: 59) They set up a state that was powerful enough to rival the Romans. (Phot. 58) 
· First Illyrian War (230-228 B.C.): Began as the Roman ambassador was murdered on the orders of Queen Teuta. (Plb. 2.11-12) Teuta toyed with the idea of making Illyria a major power in Greece. (Green 1990: 254) The Illyrians were disrupting trade routes as pirates, causing Rome to send a naval expedition. (Chamoux 2003 (1981): 97)
· Second Illyrian War (219 B.C.): Demetrius of Pharos, successor to Teuta, led an invasion of Greece, starting with Laconia. (Plb. 2.65) The Illyrians continued to commit piracy, so the Romans again decided to go to war in 219. Demetrius urged peace, leading to the treaty of Naupactus in 217. (Green 1990: 296) Brought an end to the Social War. (Chamoux 2003 (1981): 100)
· Second Macedonian War (200-196 B.C.): Philip V had a reputation for brutality, Polybius giving an account of in effect forcing the people of Abydus to kill their women and children and fight to the last man, rather than surrender. (Plb. 16.30-31) The Romans took the war to Macedon to avoid a repeat of the war with Hannibal. (Liv. 31.7-8) Philip V signed a treaty with Hannibal in 217, wanting to assert Macedonian influence over the Adriatic. (Potter 2009: 69) The successful Romans sailed up the Tiber, parading the conquered king and his captured ships. (Green 1990: 145)
· Battle of Cynocephalae (197 B.C.): The Romans won the battle by manoeuvring around the back of the Macedonian phalanx, leaving the Macedonians unable to turn to defend themselves. (Plb. 18.26; Liv. 33.10-11) The victory transformed Macedon into a Roman client state, making them a major power in the Eastern Mediterranean. (Potter 2009: 70) Philip agreed to evacuate Greece and pay a one thousand talent a year war reparation. (Green 1990: 311)
· Flamininus' declaration at the Isthmian Games (196 B.C.): Flaminius proclaimed that the Greeks would be exempt from tribute and able to follow their own laws. (Plb. 18.46; Liv. 33.32; App. Mac. 12) The freedom proclaimed was very much conditional upon Rome’s convenience. (Green 1990: 415) The announcement was responded to enthusiastically but working out the details was problematic. (Errington 2008: 211)
· Treaty of Apameia (188 B.C.): Formally ended the Romans’ war with Antiochus III, depriving him of all his lands North of the Taurus mountains. (Potter 2009: 86) The Romans withdrew from Asia Minor following victory against the Gauls. (Green 1990: 422) Antiochus was not allowed to let enemies of Rome into his territory or assist enemies of Rome with food or supplies, with Rome doing the same for Antiochus. (Plb. 21.42; Liv. 38.38)
· Antiochus IV's second invasion of Egypt (186 B.C.): Egypt was planning to invade Syria, so Antiochus launched a pre-emptive invasion of Egypt, defeating the Egyptian army at Pelousion. (Errington 2008: 259) Ended by the Roman commander Popilius, after he drew a circle around Antiochus, not allowing him to leave until he had decided to withdraw. (Plb. 29.27; Liv. 45.12) Aware that Roman policy would not allow for a revived Seleucid empire, he reluctantly accepted. (Green 1990: 432)
· Battle of Pydna (168 B.C.): Ended the line of the Macedonian kings and preceded the kidnap of Polybius. (Oliver 2006:118) The Roman war aim was total victory, with complete control over Macedonia. (Errington 2008: 245) Aemilius was left as the ‘Master of Macedon’, supposedly with lightning striking the altar as he was performing sacrifice giving a divine sign. (Plut. Aem. 24.1)
· Maccabean Revolt (167-160 B.C.): Fearing pro-Ptolemaic action, Antiochus IV took repressive measures against Judea. (Grant 1990: 15) The Jews were forced to abandon their customs, with the temple of Jerusalem being re-purposed as a temple to Zeus. (2 Macc. 6.1-9) Following Judas Maccabaeus’ death in 160, Seleucid forced retook the land. (Chamoux 2003 (1981): 123)
· Fall of Macedon (146 B.C.): In 149, Andriscus, claiming to be a son of Perseus, former king of Macedon rebelled against Rome. Rome’s response was more forceful than previously, transforming Macedonia’s status into a province. (Potter 2009: 88) Andriscus was defeated by Roman praetor Quintus Metellus. (Vell. Pat. 1.11) Andriscus proscribed the elites, basing his power on popular support. (Green 1990: 447)
· Sack of Corinth (146 B.C.): Orders were given to the Aechaean League to stop trying to force Sparta to join. The leaders declared war in 146, with their army being annihilated and Corinth being destroyed as a show of force to show to futility of resistance. (Potter 2009: 88) They were acting on specific senatorial instructions. (Green 1990: 452)
· Death of Mithradates (63 B.C.): Attempted suicide by poison, but was ineffective due to his immunity, so requested his bodyguard to kill him (App. Mith. 111) or he was killed by his enemies (Cass. Dio. 37.13) Put Asia Minor and the Middle East into Roman control. (Potter 2009: 133) United the Greeks of Asia like nobody had for centuries, but never knew how to match himself with Rome. (Green 1990: 558)
· Battle of Actium (31 B.C.): The Roman fleet was built to be fast and highly manoeuvrable, whereas Anthony’s ships were too slow to effectively ram Octavian’s. Cleopatra fled, and Anthony followed, leaving his fleet without leadership. (Plut. Ant. 62, 66) Octavian officially declared the end of Ptolemaic Egypt in 30 B.C. (Green 1990: 679) Generally seen as the end of Hellenistic Civilisation. (Green 1990:679; Chamoux 2003 (1981): 163; Errington 2008: 291)
· End of Parthian Empire (224/5 A.D.): Ardashir, a Sassanid ruler overthrew the king of Parthia, installing a theocratic and militaristic regime. (Potter 2009: 248) Artabanus led three campaigns opposing Ardashir, defeated each time. He was finally killed between 224-6. Other resistance continued until about 226/7, with the new dynasty, claiming descent from the Achaemenids shifting cultural standards back to Iran. (Colledge 1967: 173) Ancient source: The Kârnâmag î Ardashîr î Babagân.
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Figure 3: Firuzabad, relief 1, Scene 3, Ardašir unseats Artabanus. From: http://www.livius.org/pictures/iran/firuzabad-ardasir-khureh/firuzabad-relief-1-scene-3-ardasir-unseats-artabanus/
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