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This supporting paper focuses on the topic Anti-social behaviour and young people and how the media and use of the internet can intervene and give people negative connotations surrounding this area when there may be an underlying. The areas that will be discussed are the organisation, Barnardo's, what they stand for, who has been their supporters which has had an impact on a social side and what online activity can happen to try and tarnish the work they do. Moving on it will talk about how growing up can also affect how a young person may behave and investigate ACES and the ongoing struggle of COVID-19 and the effects that this has had. 

The charity, Barnardo's, was set up in 1867 by Thomas John Barnardo who had arrived in London to train as a doctor. He found children living in terrible conditions, with no access to education. It was a cholera epidemic that spurred Barnardo to help, and his first step was to set up a “ragged school” where a basic education was provided for children. Barnardo eventually gave up his medical training to devote himself to the charity and to the children who needed his help so badly. His work, at this time, was radical – and even though the Victorians saw poverty as shameful – he refused to discriminate between any child, whether they be ‘deserving’ or ‘undeserving,’ regardless of race, disability, or circumstance. This philosophy is at the heart of the charity to this day, continually developing new ways of working with children and young people in the light of new challenges (Barnardo's 2022).

This suggests that even over 100 years ago when media was not within the form of social media, peoples influence over ‘troubled’ children and antisocial behaviour have had a negative connotation surrounding it. This has constantly been argued against by Barnardo's too rightfully show that some children do just need help and with that, can thrive and become their best versions of themselves.

Looking more into Barnardo's (2022), the impact the media and television can have on the way people perceive the topics surrounding anti-social behaviour and mental health, it is obvious there was input by Barnardo's biggest supporter, who also influenced so many people in her lifetime, the late Diana, Princess of Wales. Diana’s caring approach to working with vulnerable children and young people had a significant impact on the charity and its way of working. Diana was President of Barnardo's from 1984 to 1996. The princess’s involvement in the charity was a turning point for Barnardo's, raising the charity’s profile of its work with disadvantaged young people. After Diana stood down in 1996, the position was filled by Cherie Booth QC, the ‘then Prime Minister’s’ wife, who pledged to be ‘active and involved’ in the work of Barnardo's. Other high-profile figures involved with the charity include the designer Bruce Oldfield, the author Leslie Thomas, and the former footballer John Fashanu. This support is imperative for many young people who are at risk of homelessness and other challenges which could see them falling into the trap of anti-social behaviour and/or criminal behaviours.

The media and internet use can be a useful source of information when looking at a credible source with backed up judgements and facts. An example of a non-credible source can be customer reviews. It is noted that these people may have had an unpleasant experience with Barnardo's however should this justify a bad reputation. On Trustpilot (2021) on Barnardo's, there are 85% bad reviews with one saying “[Barnardo's] Treat their staff very poorly” and “shocking treatment”. This will influence people's opinions on this organisation without even having their own experiences. 

Adverse Childhood Experiences can also play a significant role in anti-social behaviour. It has been widely reported that there is a powerful relation between ACEs and adult emotional and physical health, with adults being more at risk of binge drinking, having sex under 16 years old, smoking cannabis, being involved in violence, using drugs and being in prison. They are also more likely to have a poor diet, a predisposition to criminality, lower life aspirations, reduced educational success, reduced employability and relationship problems (CDC, 2018). 

This is backed up by Baglivio et al, (2015) in his study he found the more known consequences of ACEs such as ill health was more known and talked about whereas anti-social behaviour was less talked about and how negative experience can impact this and everyone is quick to jump to a conclusion that they are just simply criminals at an early age, regardless of what they have been through. 

The good news is ACEs are becoming much more known and talked about and how things can be done to prevent the consequences such as early intervention and different therapies etc (Wave Trust, 2021). This is particularly important as ACEs prevalence is exceedingly high being nearly half of the population, 47%, has been exposed to at least one ACE (Public Health Wales, 2015).

Within different studies ACEs have also been criticised and in theory will influence the public when they see this online. Within this contradictory argument White et al, (2019) explains that there has been a different hypothesis concerning whether there is enough evidence that factors such as economic factors were a good enough reason to blame the ramifications that ACEs cause. 

Moving on to the topic of Covid-19, a study carried out focusing on the anti-social behaviour and psychological distress caused, and during COVID-19 by Reid, J (2021) found some astonishing results. The results were that there has been an increase of both psychological suffering during COVID-19 which impacts the rate of anti-social behaviour within antisocial behaviour in youths. This is because there has been an ongoing adversity magnified by the pandemic resulting in young adults having problems regulating their emotions - this is also the case within ACEs where there has been a bigger strain on children and young people living in a toxic environment. 

This is backed up by talking about suicide rates and how studies have shown that there is an increase in suicide attempts and suicide ideation in both adults and youths (Ammerman et al, 2021). These findings have called for better suicide prevention, especially in the times of COVID-19 (Moutier's, 2020)

Within the media things can get portrayed badly without having the full story. This is shown within cases such as Shaw, N (2021) wrote an article about a young girl who died after taking MDMA. There are so many cases where stories are written and illustrates a bad reputation without considering the other factors such as the impact of COVID-19, mental health struggles and ACE’s experiences. 

In conclusion, the media has both a negative and a postive outcome and some times people should not trust everything they hear and read without concreate evidence and the full story. 
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