CRIMINAL LITIGATION WEEK 8
PLEA BEFORE VENUE AND ALLOCATION
Tutorial Task
The defendant David is charged with assaulting his former partner Victoria. It is alleged that he entered their former home with a view to collecting some personal belongings.
Whilst at the property, David picked up Victoria’s mobile phone and read a series of explicit text messages from someone called Nick. When challenged, Victoria admitted she had been dating Nick for a number of weeks. An argument developed during which Victoria was struck about the head and sustained a displaced broken nose and black eye.
The prosecution alleges David inflicted these injuries in temper and as an act of revenge. In interview with the police, David maintains he acted in self-defence when a drunken Victoria attached him. David is charged with assault occasioning actual bodily harm. 
David indicates a not guilty plea and that he has two previous convictions, one against another former partner. He instructs his solicitor that he would prefer to be tried in the Magistrates’ court. 
Assuming David is making his first appearance before the Magistrates’ Court, explain the procedure that will be followed.




