Janine Griffiths
1602396
With reference to classroom observation and practice, demonstrate an understanding of the 
effective application of three educational theories. 
Every creature on this Earth has the ability to learn, often learning subconsciously. Bigge (1964. p.3) supports this and further discusses how not only do we have the natural ability to learn but we are also curious as to how we learn. He states that throughout every civilization there has been some evidence of them testing ideas about the learning process. There are many theories used in education today and this assignment will demonstrate how three of the leading theories have been effectively introduced into classrooms.    
 
Social Constructivism.
[image: ][image: ]Social Constructivism is a theory based on the works of three influential Psychologists. Lev Vygotsky, Jerome Bruner and Jean Piaget. Their views are still widely used today in teaching and learning in Education today. The basic principles show that social interactions have a vital role in a child’s cognitive development as learning is a social process, and that learning is metacognitive, meaning good learners are aware of their own learning and where their learning may need improvement. Long (200. P.35) describes how Piaget and Vygotsky disagreed on the importance of the environment on a child’s learning Piaget believed it was a developmental issue while Vygotsky insisted the environment had a massive impact on a child’s ability to learn. Vygotsky strongly believed that a child’s cognitive development and their ability to learn and think constructively was influenced by past experiences and the people around them, therefore social learning precedes development.
In Education this theory encourages educators to be role models and help support children using a term first coined by Bruner known as scaffolding. This is described by Eaude (2006. p.64) as a support structure for children but not necessarily from an adult but by a more experienced learner, i.e. another child. The eventual outcome being that slowly the support can be removed until the child is independent. This can be linked to Vygotsky’s “Zone of Proximal Development” a term used to describe the area in between what a learner can already do independently and what she is unable to do yet.  
Scaffolding begins during the lesson introduction. You begin by breaking up the lesson into parts and provide a structure or show examples of methods to use within each part. Modelling for the children is a big part of scaffolding, by making examples of what is expected of them you can help the child through each step with them understanding what the outcome should eventually be, for example, recently the class was required to write a diary page as a child in ancient Rome. An example was made on the board using the classes ideas. This example was then left on the board whilst the children were writing their own versions. It was also Observed that when children are in a close environment they often naturally help their friends with challenges they are struggling with. Scaffolding ensures the child understands what the challenge is and prevents them from giving up as they “just don’t get it”. 
Part of this theory is to encourage children to be aware of their learning. A TASC planning wheel helps them to see how they are learning. By drawing on their prior knowledge they have the opportunity to see they are already successful learners and often they surprised with how much they already know without realising. By using the TASC wheel at the beginning of each topic and then referring to it throughout the term it becomes noticeable to both the children and the educators just how much more they have learned since the start.

[image: ]Multiple Intelligences.
 Howard Gardner (1983) claims that contrary to popular belief individuals do not have one general intelligence but have multiple intelligences. He describes how during assessments in education the cognitive abilities are tested and graded but he states how we need more to function in real life. Long (2000 p. 64) concurs and states that although these academic skills do lead to some success in life, in general other factors play a bigger role, such as motivation and interpersonal skills. He then continues to discuss how the stability of using just the core subjects to assess academic progress is outdated and will soon be a thing of the past. He then reminds the reader that the importance of specific attainments should not be considered and how these skills will always be needed in society. Baum, Slatin and Viens (2005, p 14) also examines this theory and discusses each of these eight intelligences and what they consist of: -
[image: ]Verbal Linguistic- In the setting a large focus is put on developing Language skills, but on observation the understanding is not always there. It appears that the child has produced a good piece of writing work but have no real concept of why they have done it or what they have learned from it.                                                                                                          Logical- Mathematical- Again, focus in the setting is on Mathematical thinking. A lot of lessons are problem solving based and the children are encouraged to work on the problem their own way, as there is no wrong way of solving it. Tools are provided to support this method i.e. Numicon, blocks etc. the children are encouraged to use them if needed.                                                                                   
[bookmark: _GoBack] Musical Intelligence- Music is one of the areas the setting admits to be failing on. Unfortunately, this type of lesson is rare, the importance of the core subjects surpasses it.                                                                         Spatial Intelligence- Through observation it has been noted that many children in the classroom setting could struggle within a lesson introduction. But it has become apparent that they have a strong spatial intelligence. By slightly altering the delivery of the lesson we can assist these children. Often the children are asked to close their eyes and visualise the lesson. For example, whilst story writing we encourage them to imagine the story, what the characters are doing, how the scene looks, sounds they can hear, smells etc.                                                                                                                                      [image: ]Bodily–Kinaesthetic Intelligence- This skill is used in multiple areas of Education, from Handwriting to Art to Physical Education. The setting has multiple children who struggle with isolating body parts and we have a program that supports them. The children play games that help them isolate certain body parts. One we use for fine motor skills is finger Olympics. Hurdles, weight lifting and football all just with their fingers.                                                  Interpersonal Intelligence-  The setting encourages children to work as a team and listen to other ideas and opinions. Circle time is a weekly event where each child is encouraged to listen to others and then offer an opinion on the topic used.                                                                                               Intrapersonal Intelligence- In the classroom the use of Praise is vital for a child’s self- belief, [image: ]however it is important that children are also told where they have gone wrong. Children must be allowed to learn from their mistakes. The setting uses a ‘good to be green’ system where the children mark their own work. Green if they think they hit the target but yellow if they need to improve it next time. They then see for themselves what they could have done differently. A certificate assembly once a week for achievements in any area of the class including, Excellent Effort, Artist of the Week and Sunshine Award helps to encourage them to embrace their skills and not compare themselves to others.                                                                                                                           Naturalist Intelligence- The setting lacks green space, so a lot of their nature learning takes place on trips or via lessons. A recent topic on the ocean abyss took the children to a local aquarium where it became obvious a few children had not experienced the ocean before. Within the setting plants are grown where the children take the responsibility of caring for them. One of their favourites is a Venus Fly Trap.Good to be Green highlighters.

   



[image: ][image: ]Blooms Taxonomy
[image: ][image: ]Blooms Taxonomy was created by a team of Psychologists led by an American Educational Psychologist named Benjamin Bloom in 1956. It is a theory based on higher order thinking skills. Instead of just remembering facts i.e. chanting times tables repeatedly show the children what multiplication means by using higher forms of thinking such as concepts, principles and processes. Memorising is not the same as thinking and understanding something. In the setting this theory is used widely in lesson planning. Each tier is used as an aid to help differentiation and help children to reach the top level of thinking. As with the past theories the TASC wheel again shows the children what they know and what they need to now learn. During lessons the children are asked to show how they got to that conclusion, how they could have done it differently and how they could apply it to another challenge. We all think, but are we thinking about our thinking?












[image: ][image: ][image: ][image: ]Theorists and Psychologists are discovering ways to improve learning every day but unfortunately these ideas can take years to get recognition and even longer to be recognised in Education. In the 60’s Bigge (1964. P.3) discussed how instead of replacing old theories updated opinions were often mixed in and competed with the old procedures causing confusion and disagreement. This is something still noticeable, infused with all the new innovative ideas are still some very archaic principles. The majority of Educational Theorists however agree on the principal idea that every child is an individual and learns in different ways and has different skills. They also agree that children need to learn in a metacognitive way and not just relying on their memory, they need to be critical, active thinkers. Through experience it is noted for a true change to happen the Government must be prepared to fund a change and find other ways to assess development not just rely on core subject standardized testing. After all you cannot judge a fish on its ability to climb a tree. 
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