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ECAD4013-C Learners, Schools, and Communities: Where am I learning?

Commentary (2,000 words +/-)
Explain how opportunities and challenges in a school’s community influence teaching, learning, and other aspects of the school, e.g., pupil well-being. Demonstrate your understanding by referring to the ideas, concepts, and literature from lectures, reading and your Bridging experiences. You need to show your knowledge and understanding of the nature of schools and communities where you will be teaching. In doing so, you need to consider your professional development as a teacher and refer to some of the QTS standards.

There are many opportunities and challenges within School X community that influences teaching, learning and other aspects of the school. Family engagement builds relationships between parent’s, family members, pupils, and the wider community to help a child succeed. The key ways in which schools can support this is by effective learning, focusing on needs and considering the child’s social and emotional well-being which overall strengthens families and communications. The correct support and communication are the key goal of engaging parents and communities. Building trusting relationship with them and ensuring that they are being part of their child’s learning and progression. The ESTYN family and communities report suggests that over the past three months, schools have demonstrated the crucial role they play in supporting their students, families, and larger communities. They state that schools now offer a variety of services, such as social and health services and set up Service HWBS for the community. (HMCI, 2020)  
Involving governors, parents, children, and the community in the new curriculum was considered crucial at School X, allowing parents to be proactive and give the school their views and opinions. School X did some research on pedagogical principles followed by the four purposes and opportunities to grow as a school. The school made some changes to their star of the week by including the four purposes such as capable young learners for the children to understand they play a part in the new curriculum. Throughout the school four different characters were displayed which had traits of each of the four purposes. Questionnaires are sent out asking what parents want for their child to experience. This created an opportunity for parents to feel like their views are being valued and taken seriously. Some of the thing’s parents wanted their child to experience included live sport events, theatre trips or even a trip to the beach as many children in that area haven’t experienced these. The school has invested in an immersive room which involves several projectors that creates an interactive floor and walls, giving children equal opportunity of experiencing what other children might never. Parents are also invited into the school to experience the room and feel welcome in doing so. One resource suggest that the physical environment of a classroom has an impact on a child’s learning and one way in which teachers can change the physical environment of a classroom is by making it a welcoming space. (University, 2022 )
Targeted families are showcased with live examples of work and how the school has contributed to their child’s learning. School X believes this is very effective especially for parents who have had bad experiences of school as it gives those parents reassurance that school has massively changed. At Ysgol Maesglas, they emphasise that family support, care, and guidance have a positive impact on engagement in class, wellbeing, and attendance. This has an impact on raising students' welfare and encouraging more interactive activities in the classroom. (School, 2022)
Engaging with parents is imperative at School X, parents feel welcomed to the school and are aware that the front door is always open. Parents can help with decision making and voicing opinions so that the school can offer their child the best education. The school organises a meet up with parents called Family Fridays. Some parents don’t engage with their child and therefore may be not wanting to engage with the school due to many reasons such as having a bad experience of school when they were a child.  The Family and community engagement toolkit for schools in Wales suggests that the first step in engaging with families is by welcoming them to the school and inviting them to participate in school activities. Making opportunities for direct contact with families. (Vorhaus, 2011) Parents at school X are invited to school and are given advice on how to toilet train their child, and provide free nappies, toilet stories to support parents who struggle engaging with their child and needs that extra support. Some parents at School X struggle with helping their child do homework due to being unable to read or understand the work itself and what is required.  Free lunch and coffee mornings are held to encourage parents to engage with the school and will show good examples of homework and how to read with their child. Another source suggests that when communication between parent and staff are better, relationships between staff and pupil is stronger. Overall supporting families through workshops, results in improved learning progress and giving children experiences they might not have had. (ESTYN, 2019) School X work closely with Dock Leaf which is an organisation which helps put parents back into employment. The school will offer families to volunteer gaining qualifications as a Learning Support Assistant, the school states that it has helped over two hundred members and helped with putting £6 million back into the community. 
Flying start is a Welsh Government early years programme which is running at School X. Early Years children are entitled to two and a half days of free child care which encourages parents who haven’t worked previously and no experience of the work life to get into the working environment. Flying Start is part of the Welsh Government’s early years programme for families with children under four years of age. The programme aims to provide support services for children aged under four years old and their families. The school runs flying start to support parents as they are not having to pay for childcare and are able to return or start employment. 
When any new child joins School X , the child will have a home visit to help the school to understand how they can best support a child or the parents and their needs. The challenge that comes with this is building the trust between family and the school. If any signs of neglect or poverty are showing, then this will be dealt in a friendly polite manner and further action is taken. The Welsh Government is determined to close the educational achievement gap between children from low-income families and higher income families. (Egan, 2013) The practitioners at school X have the children’s well-being and needs at heart. It is clear they want the best for each child. If a child has lost a reading book, then it will be replaced, the school also have reading ambassadors therefore they will help parents learn how to read which overall helps the learning progress of the child as it encourages parents to interact and read with their young one. The Department of Education has provided funding to the National Literacy Trust, National Children's Bureau (NCB), and the Foundation Years Trust to carry out several programmes that encourages better home learning environments. (Education, 2015) Children at school X can loan chromes which helps parents save money and ensures that each child has the same resources available to them for learning. School X run free breakfast clubs which supports parents as they know their child is being fed. School X also run summer club which include four weeks of free childcare throughout the holidays which allows parents to go to work. A source which introduces social justice claims that Education is the foundation of our culture, and that social fairness and economic prosperity are the best investment we can make in the future of our nation. (Smith, 2018) 
Family Support officers within School X have a major positive impact on the school, parents, and the community. They encourage parents to come to their door for any issues which makes the parents feel welcomed. Problem solving is a result of engaging parents and families which helps meet the needs of children that need extra support. Parents help with decision making and voicing opinions so that the school can offer their child the best education. The article, do parents know they matter, suggests that Parental involvement is crucial for improving academic performance in schools. Parents have an impact on their children's academic performance when parents encourage learning at home. This source suggests that their encouragement of learning in the home setting is what has the greatest impact on a child’s learning. (Goodall, 2007) If a parent cannot get their child to school due to no transport or dirty uniform, then the Family support officers will arrange a mini bus or will provide clean uniform for that child. The child’s well-being and needs are at the centre of their attention. The school offers loan of resources which is called the Community Hwb. Parents have access to free book donations, toothbrushes, nappies, snacks, blankets, and toys which are all essential resources needed for a child’s development and well-being. Family Support Officers arrange for nurses, police, doctors, and other professionals to come into school to talk to parents and support them, answer any questions. 
Emotional literacy support assistants also play a major role in working with parents and the wider community at School X. They run parent and toddler groups which encourage parents to read and interact with their young ones. This helps the child to progress in learning and learn new skills. Getting young ones to learn is organisation which involves a process of getting young children ready for school which starts in the first five years of their life. It involves the growth of a child’s physical, intellectual, social, and behavioural skills. The organisation states that a child’s teacher are their parents, who influence how they develop and progress throughout school. (University, 2012)  Low level safeguarding support is also given to parents who may live in poverty. An emotional literacy support assistant would offer them support for example, if a child was to attend school with holes in their coat or shoes then the school would provide replacements. This supports the child wellbeing and support parents who cannot afford these necessities for their child. 
In conclusion, from my bridging experiences, lectures, and research, I have gathered that children, families, and communities are at the heart of each school and practitioner. It is also clear that School X face many opportunities and challenges which overall influences teaching, learning, and other aspects of the school. The main findings were that School X involves many people such as governors, staff, parents, community, and children within the new curriculum which has created opportunities for improving standards of education throughout the school. This has made parents feel welcomed into the school as they are able to keep up to date with what their child will be learning and what they are currently learning. Some parents may have felt that their views might not been relevant or not good enough to have been considered. However, School X really encourage parents to come into school and have meetings which has resulted in parents knowing that their views are respected and are taken on board. 
From my research that I have gathered I have made the conclusion that it is important that the school has continuous direct communications with parents. Overall supporting families through workshops leads to improved learning and gives children equal opportunities to succeed in education. Furthermore, The Welsh Government is insistent of closing the gap between low income and high-income households so that the educational system is fair. Another finding from my research was that parents have a lot of influence on a child progression therefore home learning is crucial.
This will influence what I do when I am teaching as I am now aware of the severity of effectively being able to work with parents and the community and how important it is for a child’s progression and well-being. For me to make a difference to not only children but families and communities when in school, I will set myself two targets that will help me to achieve this goal. The first target I am going to set myself is to ensure I participate in more wider reading and research as this improves my professional learning. This will help me to keep on top of the relevant standards and the new curriculum. The second target I am going to set myself is to keep a record of my progress which will allow me to reflect on how well I am doing and how to improve and develop my current skills. Additionally, this will give me guidance on what is expected of me when I am teaching in the classroom. I have chosen these targets as these will help me succeed in my future role as becoming a successful teacher. 
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