Contemporary Challenges: Making a Difference.

Supporting Evidence – 
Climate Change – (Deforestation)
· What is palm oil? – Palm oil is a edible vegetable oil that comes from the fruit of a palm oil tree.
· What is palm oil used for? – The production of foods, cleaning products, cosmetics etc.
· Up to 50% of products in your local supermarket contain palm oil.
· Large areas of tropical forests and other eco systems with high conversion have been cleared to make room for palm plantations.
· Palm oil has been the biggest problem of deforestation seen in the world’s biodiverse forests.
· Due to the demand of palm oil, it continues to rise the concern about its sustainability. 
· As the use of palm oil is becoming more high demand worldwide there is a higher account of deforestation as more large areas of tropical forests have been cleared to make room for palm oil trees to be planted.
· Due to the more deforestation caused due to palm oil this also affects the natural habitat of the tropical forests and the animals that live there such as orangutans, elephants, and rhinos.
· When tropical forests are cleared to make way for palm plantations carbon is released into the atmosphere, this gas is what is the leading cause of global warming. Tropical deforestation accounts for around 10% of the total global woman emissions.
· Indonesia and Malaysia account for over 85% of global palm oil production. This crop offers a greater yield at a lower cost of production than other vegetable oils. In 2023, the global palm oil production was around 79,464 thousand metric tons, with Indonesia and Malaysia being the world’s largest palm oil-producing nations. 
· Palm oil consumption has also increased, with over 71 million metric tons consumed worldwide in 2021/22. In addition, the European Union, a region known for its high palm oil consumption, has experienced a remarkable shift in recent years. Once consuming a staggering 6.6 million metric tons annually between 2015 and 2020, the EU has reduced its appetite for palm oil to just 5 million metric tons in 2021, with little change since then.
· Palm oil is a highly versatile ingredient in approximately 60% of all packaged products in supermarkets today. It is used in various products, from food to cosmetics and biofuel.
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Script - 
Thank you, Chloe, for passing over. As Chloe just stated the information about the use of palm oil and the UK affects that we encounter, it’s not just the UK that suffers from the use of palm oil, The use of palm oil also contributes to a negative overall affect worldwide. 
Firstly, as mentioned, palm oil comes from a palm tree which needs to be planted and grown to gain palm oil. As the use of palm oil is becoming more of a high demand by the day internationally, there are higher accounts of deforestation due to the higher amounts of large areas of tropical forests that have been and are being cleared to obtain more room for the plantation of palm trees.
When these tropical forests are being cleared to obtain more room for these plantations, we are killing the natural habitat and forcing these tropical animals to move habitats which can have a massive impact to their survival. Such as animals like orangutans, elephants and rhinos. 
An even bigger issue that we face worldwide when the deforestation is taking place is that there is carbon being released into the atmosphere. Carbon is the main lead of global warming and us using palm oil and how high of a demand it currently is, we are the reason that global warming is getting worse by the day. Tropical deforestation accounts for around 10% of the total global warming emissions. 
In 2018, the world produced 72 million tonnes of oil palm. Indonesia accounted for 57% of this by producing 41 million tonnes, and Malaysia produced 27% which equals to 20 million tonnes. After the palm oil had been produced it is packaged and shipped and flown worldwide to be imported in our produce. By this happening, the eco carbon footprint that we are leaving is astronomical and is damaging our world each and every time its imported. 














Video Link – CM ES EK EC Group Presentation .mp4

Reference List.
(Ghan, n.d.) - https://wwf.panda.org/discover/our_focus/food_practice/sustainable_production/palm_oil/#:~:text=But%20its%20irresponsible%20production%20of,threatens%20more%20of%20the%20same. 

 (Zoological Society of London, 2019) - 
https://www.zsl.org/news-and-events/news/palm-oil-and-climate-change# 
 
(Rainforest Rescue, n.d.) - 
https://www.rainforest-rescue.org/topics/palm-oil 

 (Ukpanah, 2024)
https://www.greenmatch.co.uk/is-palm-oil-harming-the-environment 











image5.svg
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              Tropical deforestation accounts for around 10% of the total global warming emissions.     (Zoological Society of London, 2019)   
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              In 2018. 72 million tons of palm oil was produced. 41.5 billion metric tones of carbon was released into the atmosphere in 2018.     (Rainforest Rescue, n.d.)   
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