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Critical Commentary
Pembrokeshire’s pasts. Natives, invaders and Welsh archaeology: the castle Henllys experience. Harold Mytum, in Planel, P. and Stone, P. G. (eds) 1999 The constructed past: experimental archaeology, education, and the public. 

Mytum’s chapter in the above volume focuses on the reconstruction of several Iron Age roundhouses at Castell Henllys in Pembrokeshire, and is aimed at academics and other professionals in the heritage field. Mytum’s essay gives a brief history of the origins of the project and methods used to construct the roundhouses before going on to discuss the themes and methods of representation and interpretation used at the site. The chapter is divided into two main parts, the first concerning the early years under the ownership of the original owner, entrepreneur Hugh Foster, with the second part focusing on the running of the site under the directorship of the Pembrokeshire Cost National Park (PCNP). A third, smaller section considers the differences in interpretation between Castell Henllys and a second PCNP run site, Carew Castle.
A theme running through the whole of the chapter is the dichotomy between the native, indigenous Welsh culture and that of the various ‘invaders’, such as the Romans, Normans and English lords, referred to in the title. The use of terms such as ‘invaders’ and ‘external domination’ in the title and introduction somewhat sets the tone for the rest of the piece. 
The chapter provides a useful introduction to the history of policies that have shaped Castell Henllys into the tourist and educational site it is today. However as it was originally published in 1999 it is now quite dated on a variety of points. Reference is made to the study of the Celts as part of the Welsh National curriculum and the relevance of this to Castell Henllys. While the Celts is still a part of the Welsh National curriculum at this time, upcoming changes to the curriculum in Wales from 2022 may impact the relevance of Castell Henllys as a site of educational importance for schools (Welsh Assembly Government 2008, 2019). Also outdated are Mytum’s comments about the use of the Welsh language at Castell Henllys and the use of English only at Carew. Both sites are now required to use Welsh alongside English to comply with both the Welsh Government’s Welsh Language (Wales) Measure 2011 and the Park’s own Welsh Language Strategy (PCNP 2017). The fact that some information in the chapter is now out of date is inevitable, and is something that the reader should take into consideration when regarding interpretation and representation at these sites. 
Mytum’s own use of language is something that can be considered in this piece. The use of terms such as ‘invaders’, ‘external dominance’ and ‘indigenous’ has been considered above. More interesting and open to criticism is Mytum’s reference to Hugh Foster’s tenure as ‘the immature approach’ versus the Park’s ‘mature approach’ (1999 181,187). It is here that the organisation of the chapter into two main parts becomes important – Mytum seems to seek to separate the current administration of Castell Henllys from what went before. The use of the terms ‘immature’ and ‘mature’ gives the reader some insight into Mytum’s feelings about Foster’s running of the site, and of Foster as a person. This first part provides a useful overview of the methods and theory used to create the roundhouses, including the use of archaeology, ethnography and mechanical principles. Much of this part however seems to deal with Foster’s own attempts at interpretations of the site, of which the author appears quite sceptical, going as far as to say he ‘attempted to maintain some semblance of authenticity’ (1999 183). Mytum refers to Foster’s eclectic approach to acquiring the knowledge to interpret the site: that he was willing to use archaeological sources where it supported his ideas but would turn to other sources as varied as academic books, to ethnography, to folklore, to word of mouth from unverifiable sources. While some of Mytum’s dismissiveness may be justifiable, it can also be argued that archaeology alone can only provide a limited window on such a distant past, and looking to certain other sources may help to better understand the lives of such past peoples. Mytum is not wholly dismissive of Foster’s approach, conceding that his success was engaging and enthusing visitors through conversation and discussion.  
[bookmark: _GoBack]Between the two main parts of the chapter is an interlude discussing the passing of the site into the care of PNCP after Hugh Foster’s death. It is here the idea of a local Welsh past being appropriated by outside influence comes into force. He suggests locals were upset by the possibility of the site being taken over by someone unsympathetic to its meaning, and that despite economic reasons for keeping the site operational the cultural element was more important. However no references are supplied to back this claim up. 
The second part then deals with Castell Henllys under the administration of PCNP. Here the tone changes: where the first part was more anecdotal the second appears more factual. Mytum lists the interpretation methods used including highlighting the difference between PNCP’s professionally produced signs and Foster’s cheap ones. He also discusses the use of guides to provide information to the public. Whilst not critical of PNCP’s use of signs and guides, Mytum reflects that this approach does tend to be ‘opinion-forming rather than encouraging creativity’ (1999 188). Mytum comments that guides are there to answer questions rather than engage in discussion, and concludes this is something inevitable in an institutional setting, and perhaps beneficial in the uniformity and consistency of the information presented in this way. However this fails to take into account individual encounters between staff and public, and is no longer necessarily the way staff engage with the public.
Much of the rest of this part deals with the historiographical background to operating the site as an educational and tourist attraction, discussing factors such as the National Curriculum and other historic sites within Wales, including that fact than many of these relate to ‘external domination’. This is emphasised in the final short part comparing Castell Henllys to Carew Castle. Here Mytum highlights the focus at Carew being on the Norman castle, downplaying the Iron Age fortifications also there. He suggests that this is because it is a time and culture more appealing to English speaking south Pembrokeshire. However it could be argued that the castle itself is the focus for attention due to its significance as a structure rather than who built it. In fact, little consideration is given to the opposite issue of creating a false ‘Celtic’ identity and the wider discourse on this subject (Gruffudd et al 1999). 
As a whole Mytum’s chapter provides an interesting take on the methods of representation and interpretation used at Castell Henllys, however the reader must take into consideration various factors, i.e. the piece being quite dated, and Mytum writing with his own agenda regarding the ‘appropriation’ of indigenous Welsh culture. 
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