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Introduction: 

Diabetes is a long-term health condition that occurs when the body is unable to produce 
enough insulin or cannot effectively use the insulin it makes.This results in elevated levels of 
glucose in the blood,which can lead to serious health complications over time if not properly 
managed.There are different types of diabetes,with type 1 and type 2 being the most 
common.Regular monitoring and treatment are essential for controlling the condition 
(Diabetes UK, 2023). 

Globally,type 2 diabetes is a significant public health concern,with an estimated 589 million 
adults aged 20 to79 living with the condition in 2025,a figure projected to rise to 853 million 
by 2050 if current trends continue (International Diabetes Federation, 2025). In the United 
Kingdom, approximately 4.1 million people have been diagnosed, of which around 90% are 
type 2.Additionally an estimated 1 million remain undiagnosed,while 6 million are considered 
at high risk of developing the disease (International Diabetes Federation, 2025). 

​
Implications Of Type 2 Diabetes In Communities 

Type 2 diabetes is a long-term condition that arises when the body is unable to properly 
utilise insulin,resulting in elevated blood sugar levels.This condition has extensive 
consequences within communities,affecting personal health,public services and community 
welfare as a whole. 

The health consequences are particularly serious.Individuals living with type 2 diabetes are 
more likely to experience complications such as heart disease, kidney problems,eye 
damage,nerve issues and even amputations.These complications can reduce independence 
and increase reliance on health and social care systems,particularly in underserved 
communities where access to treatment may be limited (Diabetes UK, 2023). 

There are also significant economic implications.Managing diabetes involves considerable 
healthcare costs for medications,glucose monitoring and treating associated complications. 
In the UK,nearly 10% of the National Health Service’s annual budget is used to manage 
diabetes,mostly for avoidable complications.In low-income areas,these expenses can strain 
public health resources further (NHS England, 2019). 

In terms of social impact,limited knowledge about the condition can result in stigma leading 
to feelings of isolation.Moreover,communities that face barriers such as poor nutrition, 
sitting,lying down and no exercise  lifestyles and smoking often have higher rates of 
diabetes,making it harder to reverse the trend (Diabetes UK, 2023). These factors often 
intersect with social inequalities,reinforcing cycles of ill health. 

Additionally,diabetes can affect workforce participation.Many individuals may need time off 
due to illness or may be unable to maintain regular employment,which affects family income 
and community productivity.Employers may also face challenges in supporting staff with 
ongoing health needs.From a public health viewpoint,the increasing prevalence of type 2 
diabetes highlights the urgency for preventative action.Community based programmes that 
promote healthy diets, physical activity and routine health checks are vital.Health campaigns 
in schools,local clinics and workplaces are particularly effective in addressing the condition 



early.In summary,type 2 diabetes creates complex challenges for communities,impacting 
health systems,economic stability and social wellbeing.A collaborative effort involving public 
services,healthcare providers,and residents is key to prevention and better management. 

Key Factors Influencing Wellbeing in Type 2 Diabetes 

The health of individuals with Type 2 Diabetes (T2D) and their families is shaped by 
interconnected factors.For the person with T2D,influences are blood sugar control and 
related complications to Psychological High rates of depression,diabetes distress and self 
efficacy,income,education,access to care and cultural norms,all critical social determinants of 
health. 

For family and caregivers,the impact includes  lifestyle,changes in relationship strain and 
anxiety about their loved one's health.Significant risk of caregiver burden,leading to stress, 
social isolation and poor personal health outcomes (Chatterjee et al., 2023). These factors 
create a cycle, for example,caregiver stress can reduce support for the patient,worsening 
their management and health.Effective care must therefore address the needs of both the 
individual and their support network. 

Lifestyle And Behavioural Factors 

Lifestyle and behavioural factors play a significant role in the management of type 2 
diabetes,beyond physical activity and smoking behaviours.Dietary habits are particularly 
important in influencing blood glucose control.Diets high in refined carbohydrates,unhealthy 
fats and added sugars can cause rapid increases in blood glucose levels and worsen insulin 
resistance,leading to poor glycaemic control (World Health Organization, 2023). Processed 
foods such as sugary drinks,sweets and white bread are quickly absorbed,resulting in 
frequent blood glucose fluctuations In contrast,a balanced diet rich in whole 
grains,vegetables,lean proteins and healthy fats helps stabilise blood glucose levels and 
supports overall metabolic health.Physical activity improves insulin sensitivity by enabling 
the body’s cells to use glucose more effectively for energy,thereby lowering blood glucose 
levels (World Health Organization, 2023). Regular exercise also supports weight 
management and reduces the risk of cardiovascular complications conversely,a sedentary 
lifestyle increases the risk of prolonged hyperglycaemia,obesity and poor circulation,which 
can lead to serious complications such as cardiovascular disease and diabetic 
neuropathy.Diabetic neuropathy occurs as a result of nerve damage caused by consistently 
elevated blood glucose levels and may present as pain, numbness, or reduced 
sensation,particularly in the lower limbs.Other behavioural factors,including stress 
management,sleep quality and medication adherence,also influence diabetes 
outcomes.Chronic stress and poor sleep can increase blood glucose levels through 
hormonal changes,while non adherence to prescribed treatment can further compromise 
disease management (World Health Organization, 2023). Therefore,effective management 
of type 2 diabetes requires a holistic approach that addresses dietary choices,physical 
activity and broader lifestyle behaviours to reduce complications and improve quality of life. 

 

 



Economic And Employment Factors 

(International Diabetes Federation, 2025). The financial burden associated with managing 
long-term conditions such as diabetes can be considerable.The ongoing cost of 
medications,blood glucose testing supplies. 

Regular medical appointments places significant pressure on individuals and their families. 
In addition, access to healthy foods,which are essential for effective diabetes management,is 
often more expensive than processed alternatives,further increasing financial strain.Absence 
from work due to illness,fatigue or frequent medical appointments may also threaten job 
stability and reduce income, particularly for individuals in insecure or low-paid 
employment.For caregivers,the impact can be equally challenging.Many caregivers reduce 
their working hours or leave employment altogether in order to provide consistent 
support,which can further limit household income.This financial pressure,combined with the 
emotional demands of caregiving,may lead to increased stress and strain on family 
relationships. Over time, these economic and social challenges can negatively affect both 
the individual living with diabetes and their caregivers,highlighting the broader social and 
financial consequences of long-term disease management.(International Diabetes 
Federation, 2025). 

What is the cause of diabetes and what strategy does the UK government address 
this problem 

Diabetes is a long-term condition that develops when the body is unable to produce 
sufficient insulin or when insulin is not used effectively,resulting in elevated blood glucose 
levels (NHS, 2024).Type 1 diabetes is caused by an autoimmune response in which the 
immune system attacks insulin-producing cells in the pancreas.This form of diabetes is not 
preventable and is not linked to lifestyle factors.In contrast,type 2 diabetes,which is the most 
common form in the UK,is strongly associated with insulin resistance and is influenced by a 
combination of genetic,lifestyle and environmental factors,including obesity,physical 
inactivity,unhealthy diet and increasing age (NHS, 2024). 

To address the growing prevalence of diabetes,particularly type 2 diabetes,the UK 
government has implemented several public health and healthcare strategies.A key initiative 
is the NHS Diabetes Prevention Programme,which aims to identify individuals at high risk 
and provide structured support to encourage healthier eating,weight loss and increased 
physical activity (NHS, 2024). This programme focuses on preventing or delaying the onset 
of type 2 diabetes through sustained lifestyle changes. 

In addition,the UK government, through the NHS Long Term Plan,has prioritised improving 
diabetes care by enhancing early diagnosis,reducing health inequalities and improving 
access to treatment and ongoing support for it.Wider public health policies targeting obesity, 
such as promoting healthier food choices and reducing sugar consumption,also form part of 
the government’s approach to reducing diabetes risk across the population (NHS, 2024). 
Together,these strategies aim to reduce the burden of diabetes and improve long-term health 
outcomes. 

 



Conclusion: 

Type 2 diabetes is a complex and lifelong condition that affects individuals physically, 
emotionally and socially.Its impact extends beyond the person diagnosed,influencing 
families,caregivers and communities.Various factors including lifestyle habits,mental 
health,financial status and access to care play a vital role in shaping health outcomes and 
overall wellbeing.Collaboration between healthcare and social care professionals is effective 
when it is patient-centered,well coordinated and ensures that both medical and non-medical 
needs are addressed. By working together through shared care plans,clear communication, 
and coordinated support,professionals can empower individuals to manage their condition 
confidently.Additionally,by integrating medical,emotional and social 
interventions,professionals can address the complex needs of individuals and by addressing 
social determinants of health,such as housing and income,further improves quality of life. 
Ultimately,supporting people with type 2 diabetes requires a united and proactive response 
from services,families and communities to ensure the best possible outcomes and long-term 
wellbeing. 
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