Democratic Revolution of Mongolia (HPAN5020, written study)
Suffer with your own decision rather than enjoy by someone’s decision
I would like to start this essay with a famous Mongolian proverb; ‘suffer on your own property, rather than please on someone’s’. For many Mongolians, this proverb is kept tightly at the back of their head. After dominating throughout Asia and Middle East, Mongolia has fallen to the point where independence was taken away by its long-standing southern neighbour. Thus, the will to have independence accumulated over 18th and 19th centuries, which came into reality in the early 20th century, however, with the help of Mongolia’s northern neighbour because of the Socialist Movement. This assistance of the northern neighbour could be described as the ‘Trojan Horse’. The leaders and youths of the Socialist Mongolia with the so-called independence saw the dead end of their political and socio-economical path. Therefore, the democracy was born in Mongolia. After a brief introduction of history, now I can state that this essay will analyse how the democracy was born in Mongolia, focusing on the democratic revolution that took place in 1989 to 1992.  

“The democratic revolution enabled Mongolians to have individual human rights and freedoms such as private property, a market economy, freedom of expression and freedom of the press, freedom of assembly and religion, the right to freely choose where to live and when to travel abroad and the right to choose to study any subject. But the biggest achievement of the democratic revolution was that Mongolia gained independence from almost 300 years of foreign control, became truly sovereign and enabled the right to self-determination to define its destiny.” B. Batbayar (Baabar, one of the leaders of Mongolian democratic movement).

The first rally of the Mongolian Democratic Union (MDU) was held on International Human Rights Day – December 10, 1989. It was attended by 300 people; this event marked the beginning of the democratic revolution in Mongolia after almost 70 years of communist rule. However, there were 2 prior protests that had happened in major cities before this rally: Erdenet and Khovd (Mongol toli, 2016). The main point of those two protests were to oppose the government oppression and get rid of the Soviet Soldiers’ base in the key city.
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Several dissident groups of the MDU demanded that the communist state introduce a multi-party system and full-time parliament as well as respect the principles of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights. Which clearly shows that human rights and anti-one-party ideas were the main point at the beginning of the protest. During the rally, Buddhist monk D. Baasan joined and demanded freedom of religion and the revival of celebrating Mongolian history and cultural traditions (Bayaraa, et al., 2015). In the time of the socialist period, being religious was prohibited, however it was not fully denied where people had a religion by keeping it secret. Furthermore, Chinggis Khan was a taboo topic. Admiring him, talking or teaching about him or his lifetime were prohibited. Against this nonsense, a famous poet of Mongolia in the 20th century, R. Choinom wrote ‘a dream. where met with the Great Khan’. He was imprisoned in 1969 by ministry of public security for 4 years, because of his poems that were insulting the government.
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January 21, 1990; By the fourth rally, despite the mongolian harsh winter, 20,000 people were gathering. During that time foreign correspondents accredited to Beijing started coming to Mongolia on tourist visas to cover the events. Ulaanbaatar city council was repeatedly refusing to give a permission to hold a peaceful demonstration (B.Dulguun, 2015). 
On February 18, 1990, the First Congress of the MDU with delegates from all provinces of Mongolia declared the emergence of Mongolian Democratic Party (MDP), marking the beginning of a multiparty system. Therefore, even before the ruling government of the time allowed to have multiparty system, the movement leaders insisted to allow it. At the conference, General Coordinator S. Zorig made statements on behalf of the MDU demanding resignation of the Cabinet of Ministers and dissolvement of the People’s Great Hural (Parliament) (Mongol toli, 2016). However, the government allowed a live broadcast of the first congress of the MDU. Showing that the government was not fully against the movement. On this day the first issue of the first independent newspaper ‘The New Mirror’ was published. MDU rallies were held every Sunday and the number of attendants steadily increased reaching thousands. Nonetheless, the State-controlled media were silent about those events, therefore MDU activists distributed leaflets, went to universities, factories and government offices to tell people about the democratic revolution. This, I think, marks the importance of controlling media, a mean to reach to people in any movement and revolution (B.Dulguun, 2015). Mongolian Student Union was one of the four pro-democracy unions, actively participating in protests.
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Nealy 100,000 people participated in the March 4 1990, rally, keeping in mind that the population of the capital city Ulaanbaatar at the time was around 590,000. Relating to this event, I would like to quote my mum here. She told about how crowded that rally was. She was around 19 at the time, came to Ulaanbaatar to study in a university from her province. Demonstrators demanded election law and separation of party and state. Integration of a party and state is similar to integration of a person and state in a sense. Both dictatorship. The government did not respond to the petition, and therefore in the early morning of march 7, 1990 ten members of the Coordinating Council of MDU went on a hunger strike right in front of the Government House. Authorities continued to ignore demands of hunger strikes. E. Bat-Uul, a member of the Coordinating Council of MDU, announced that protesters would fast unto death if the ruling party’s poltiburo did not resign. The public support for this fight had spread nationwide (Bayaraa, et al., 2015). From the point of view of the ruling party, it is obvious that they did understand democracy was coming. By this time, authorities had seen how other communist countries had acted towards the oncoming democracy in their country, namely China. 
For the first time since the beginning of the pro-democracy movement, the government sent its representative, Deputy Prime Minister D. Byambasuren, to negotiate with MDU leaders. He later became the first Prime Minister of the democratic Mongolia. By March 9, the number of hunger strikes reached 33, including Sh. Nina, the only female hunger striker. During the hunger strike, capital city’s main square became the centre of the democratic revolution with thousands of supporters present, showing it is essential to make a movement at the main locations. At times their number reached tens of thousands, making it difficult for MDU activist to manage the crowd and ensure that it remained peaceful (Bayaraa, et al., 2015).  The MDU and MDP were dissatisfied with the slow implementation of pro-democracy measures and petitioned the government for a response by April 27. Not receiving any reply, protesters circled the Government House. Here the peaceful process of democratic revolution faced a serious challenge when authorities decided to deploy military to protect the Government House. A crowd of tens of thousands of people was forcing its way towards the Government House threatening to cause a stampede and crush those in the first row. S. Zorig, at this time, shouted his famous phrase ‘if you support us, please sit down!’ and thus was able to cool down emotions of protesters. Border and police academy cadets were mobilised for the security of the Government House. My history teacher at high school once talked about his personal story regarding the topic as he was a student of police academy at the time. He noted ‘we were at disposal, ready to disrupt the crowd. The only thing we were waiting was the higher command. And it never came.’ Despite the tension, the situation finally ended peacefully. It took significant effort for democracy activist to keep the crowd under control and prevent clashes between the army and citizens. Moreover, I would like to note that from the authorities’ side too preventing its full effort to make no clashes. Finally, the confrontation eased, and the government withdrew the police and military. I must give a credit for the leader of the ruling party and Chairman of the People’s Great Hural (Parliament) J. Batmunkh, he held a strong belief that no force should be used against the peaceful demonstration by the people. He played a crucial role for the democratic revolution to succeed without a single person being harmed during the protests.
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While Ulaanbaatar was on alert, some members of the MDU Council who went to the remote province of Huvsgul to promote democratic ideas were arrested by local authorities. In response, local MDU members staged a political protest known as the ‘Huvsgul hunger strike’. Because of it, the MDU had become a nationwide phenomenon. Rallies and sit-ins were held almost every province and city around the country.
By May 1990, other new political parties emerged. The Mongolian Social Democratic Party (MSDP) held its first Convention on March 31, and the Mongolian National Progressive Party (MNPP) on May 13. MDP representatives after registering their party with the Supreme Court of Mongolia. According to the newly passed Political Parties Law, parties were registered in following orders as they have been founded.
After a long period of protests and negotiations, the first free and fair elections to the People’s Great Hural were held on July 22-29, 1990. For the first time voters had multiple-party candidates to choose from instead of one party and one candidate to choose. When ballots were counted Mongolian People’s Revolutionary Party (MPRP, the party that was ruling during the socialist period) received 61.74% of votes, but new parties also joined the State Great Hural. Which clearly shows socialist ideology had not disappeared instantly, that even though the revolution emerged, most of the people were still choosing the MPRP. However, this time was different, because there were more options than just one party. On this first election, the People’s Great Hural with 430 sits was formed as follows: MPRP-343, MDP-23, MNPP-7, MSDP-4, MFLP-1 and 52 to non-party MPs. Specific features of the People’s Great Hural elections were that the upper house elected using majoritarian system, but State Small Hural (lower house) was elected by upper house members using proportional representation of votes received by political parties. However, this system soon was lost and elections started using only majoritarian system without forming the lower house. 
The first session of People’s Great Hural convened on September 3-9, 1990, and elected the first President of Mongolia- P. Ochirbat. US Secretary of State James Baker visited Mongolia on August 2, 1990. The US Government expressed its continuous support for Mongolia’s transition to political democracy and market economy. During the visit, it was agreed that the President of Mongolia would visit the United States. James Baker remarked that the US could become a third neighbour of Mongolia. Now, it is stated in the constitution that Mongolian government will have a positive relation with the third neighbouring countries, meaning all the ‘western’ countries.
A law on privatisation was passed on June 7,1991, highlighting that transition to democracy was still going on in 1991. State owned property rights were given to people who received equal number of vouchers-blue coloured for buying shares of factories and pink coloured for trade and service entities. Herders cooperatives were privatised, and livestock returned back to herders. This particular event was fairly controversial that even today people argue if the privatisation process has gone rightly. The Council of Ministers issued decree No.204 in May 1991, titled ‘Rules on travelling abroad for private matters’ and adopted rules on national foreign passport. For the first time in 70 years, Mongolians enjoyed the freedom to travel abroad. Pioneers who enjoyed this freedom of movement went to Russia and eastern Europe to supply many goods to Mongolia, later many of them became top riches in Mongolia. There are many aphorisms regarding those events, mainly that it was chaotic but full of opportunity time.
On January 22-24, 1991, in Washington, the first American-Mongolian summit was successfully held, President of Mongolia P. Ochirbat and US president G. Bush, reached basic agreements on the chief directions for future development of relations. Shortly after the first visit to US by Mongolian President both Houses of the US Congress, in a joint session made an unprecedented resolution in support of the US policy, “to provide maximum assistance to Mongolia reconstruction.” On February 14, 1991, with active support of US and developed countries, Mongolia became a member of the International Monetary Fund and the World Bank. Later, the Prime Minister of Japan Toshiku Kaifu visited Mongolia on August 13-14, 1991. He reiterated support for Mongolia’s democratic reforms and announced that Japan would provide 2 billion yen to support Mongolia and organise a donor countries conference in Tokyo. The first conference of Mongolia donor countries was held in Tokyo on September 5-6, 1991. Their subsequent loans and aid played a vital role as timely support to overcome hardships of Mongolia’s economic transition as the country was beginning to suffer from withdrawal of subsidies from the Soviet Union (Mongol toli, 2016). The People’ Great Hural held a 70-day full session and adopted the new Constitution of Mongolia on January 13,1992. The name of the country was changed from People’s Republic of Mongolia to Mongolia. The New Constitution guaranteed the people of Mongolia human rights, political and economic freedoms, and freedom of expression. The legal foundation for the transition of Mongolia to democracy and market economy was established here.
In my conclusion, I would like to note that the democratic revolution of Mongolia did not emerge out of glimpse. It took a great effort to make the transition of power peacefully, if not smoothly. Though, the revolution had its downsides such as the questionable process of privatisation, I would always choose to have rights to move freely, live wherever I like and most importantly live with my own decisions. As a result of the democratic revolution of Mongolia, here I am studying in a foreign country, writing about the revolution and problems of it freely without a fear. However, it must be noted that the story has not finished happily with the revolution. There are still high percentage of hunger and homelessness in Mongolia. Therefore, the focus now shall be, with the independence and freedom, developing the country into the further stages.
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