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What is blended learning?
Blended learning which is also recognised as “hybrid learning” is a combination of both online learning and in class learning. A lot of schools, colleges and universities have switched to blended learning during the COVID pandemic. However, for some, this learning has already been in effect for many years.

In this report you are going to learn the advantages and disadvantages to both blended and classroom learning for both teachers and students. And then see the final outcome of which I personally feel is the best type of learning for them and why.


So, what are the pros and cons of blended learning?

PROS
· Student can access online resources at anytime of the day, anywhere they like.
This makes materials easily accessible to students 24 hours of the day, anywhere they are. Students are flexible to access online learning and materials that are helpful for their work in their free time.

· More efficient markings
By evaluating online, a teacher can keep on track and assess the students’ knowledge of a particular material. Teachers can get the results of their students straight away. And students are also able to receive feedback straight away. This makes it less time consuming for the teacher, and they are also able to identify which of their students are struggling with the given materials.



· A decrease in costs
Courses that are blended can decrease costs for students, teachers, and institutions. Time in the classroom being reduced means teachers and students can save money on public transport, petrol, or parking tickets. Institutes are also able to maximise physical campus recourses.


CONS

· Issues with technology
As with every technology, sometimes there are issues whether it be the websites are down, or the internet signal goes down causing it to be almost impossible to go online. These problems are usually sorted out very quickly, however it is very inconvenient, and it can disrupt a student’s learning and a teacher teaching.


· Supervision is reduced
Sometimes it can be difficult for teachers to adapt to blended learning, as there are students who do require more support and help with their work, especially those who require a one to one. There are students who work better when they have the experience of face-to-face learning, rather than online.

· Plagiarism and credibility issue
Plagiarism is a very common issue in the e-learning sector. Students working online may find it difficult to fight the temptation of looking up at things online.


What are the pros and cons of classroom learning?

PROS

· Social interaction
Classroom environments gives students the chance to have those face-to-face interactions with their classmates and teachers. This is also very beneficial as students will see the same faces every lesson and become familiar with their classmates, enabling them to build and make new friendships. Students also get to join in lessons and participate in classroom activities. It also gives students the chance to ask their teacher for clarification on anything they don’t understand.

· Traditional Experience
For most students learning in class is all they are familiar with so are comfortable the most in this environment. In the classroom students get the chance at having a hand on and well-structured learning. Rather than being given a books and online materials to learn from. Some students depend on the classroom learning structure so the experience of online learning may make it very challenging and difficult to retain materials.

· Access to facilities
Students who study in class have access to on campus facilities, studying at home would mean that a student would have to go out of their way to have access to these facilities. Whereas someone learning on campus can access these facilities on the day of their class. Which is very convenient 


CONS

· Lack of flexibility 
When learning in the classroom, this means that the lesson timetables are already predetermined and can not change. Students are expected to adapt their personal schedules around their timetable, it doesn’t work the other way round. If a student has an unexpected plan change or emergency, the class scheduled cannot be adjusted by the student. So that student is put in a position with no choice but to choose whether to attend class or attend their personal circumstances. This can be very inconvenient as when in a situation to choose between two priorities it’s a lose/ lose situation.





                                                                                                                                              
· Travel
When learning in the classroom, student must physically be in class to show their attendance. Some students live far so are travelling from a distance which then can cause issues with punctuality. If the weather is bad this can also be an inconvenience.




· Lack of confidence
Some students can be very shy and may struggle approaching classmates or teacher for advice or any questions they have. Whereas online you become more confident to approach people via online.



Judging both forms of learning they both have their advantages and disadvantages. However, my recommendation would be to study blended learning all day every day. Judging by classroom teaching nowadays, technology is involved so it’s not much different to blended learning in my opinion. As for blended learning not much has really changed and any changes have been added to the benefits to make blended learning more accessible and easier. 


What is my recommendation and why?

My judgment of which is the better type of learning and what I’d recommend going off both types of learning, via past and present, is most definitely blended learning. Blended learning is so much more convenient for not just students but teachers, blended learning has been going on for centuries. In the 1840s A man names Sir Isaac Pitman was the first man to introduce distant education course. Shorthand is what his course was centred on. He would send shorthand texts to his students via postcards that were mailed, and the students were expected to send them back to be graded. Even though they didn’t have any form of technology back then, effective feedback and assessments were still a vital part of the process.

In the 1970s/ 1980s at this point in the timeline of blended learning, companies had begun to use video networks to train all their employees. The instructor no longer needed to be physically there on-site in order to hire new people or broaden the set of skills on existing staff. People who were learning were able to communicate with their fellow peers, watch the teacher on TV and any questions or issues they had they were able to send them via mail. Stanford University Interactive TV network is One of the most successful satellite-based training case studies. Stanford dedicated various resources to their video network back in the 70’s and 80’s so that teachers could have their classes in multiple locations throughout SF at once. And still to this day it is up and running, so instead of having to send assignments to the teacher by mail or delivery, they can now send in their work online for review.

Lastly from 2000 until present, currently this is an exciting time for blended learning. Technology is always changing and rapidly too. There is an increasing number of organizations and private learning institutions that are beginning to see all of the benefits of the approach to blended learning. From different scenarios and subjects in the classroom to online lectures, students can now have a massive range of technology tools and recourses in their hands. This goes out of Uni and schools too! Many companies also have the same opportunities to train their employees anywhere at any time, while people learning online can take part in online communities and interactive eLearning courses from anywhere around the world. Eventually, the union between face-to-face learning and online learning are creating new and much more creative ways to enrich the educational experience to make learning more fun, exciting, and even more beneficial. The history of blended learning has a proven track record of bringing traditional classrooms into the tech-friendly 21st century


Even classrooms of today have some form of technology in the classrooms for students to learn on. For example, PowerPoint presentations are what a lot of lecturers use to present their lessons to their students. Many years ago, there was not a sight of any technology in place, no computers, no projectors, no laptops, no nothing. Now, the education of today has been taken to a different new level of teaching, working, studying, and even living. Decades ago, classrooms were made up of four walls with a chalk board for the teachers to teach the students. Table and chairs for the students and a desk and table for the teacher. It was in the design of a one room schoolhouse. If you compare it to today’s classroom teachings, there’s more than just a chalk board and pencil and paper. There’s technology at hand. Even down to primary schools! For example, a school my daughter goes to they use the computers and even have their own log in and usernames. She can access the internet online at school even though she is in the classroom for six hours a day. Even down to her homework in the holidays she has a site called ‘purple mash’ provided by the school and she can access that and do her work from home.

During the pandemic, schools, universities, colleges were closed as students were not allowed to go on site. A lot of zoom and team meetings were happening so that students were not missing out on any education. Although this was strictly online and not actually blended, you can see the convenience it did have on many students and even teachers. With that being said, students were able to slowly start coming back to school while still learning from home which allowed learners to get the best of both. 

Learning in the class enables you to make friends and build relationships with people, it also gives you full access to the teacher. But then having that time to study at home makes it that little bit easier and more flexible for students who have other commitments and priorities.

So, I would highly recommend blended learning as it seems like it is getting a lot more popular by the minute, and it can make lives a lot easier.
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