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	Slovakia, even though the country is independent only for more than two decades, the region has long art history. It has over the ages produced a number of great people and artists. Some of them are more known than the others. About some of them is not even known they are Slovak. In my dissertation proposal I am going to talk about three Slovak artists that impacted the world of art, knowingly or not. 

Andy Warhol
	American artist Andy Warhol was born as Andrew Warhola in Pennsylvania in 1928 to his parents Andrej and Júlia Warhola, Slovak emigrants from town of Miková in northeast Slovakia. Reporter of the current age, graphic designer, cartoonist, photographer, movie producer, author of theatre shows, autobiographies, rock music producer and manager, Interview magazine publisher, author of television shows but mainly the leading person behind the legendary studio The Factory in the heart of New York. All of this is Andy Warhol and thanks to that he became the “king of pop-art”, iconic figure of art in 20th century. He went through and confirmed his lifelong release of banal motives, eccentric paintings to snobbish and consumeristic society without ruining his reputation of celebrity of the cultural scene in American society. On one side this made him eccentric intellectual, on the other this staging of his artistic intention made him kind of mysterious person what he only supported with quotes about himself, his life and art.

“If you want to know all about Andy Warhol, just look at the surface of my paintings and films and me, and there I am. There's nothing behind it.” – Andy Warhol

	He used his technique of hand-painted paint drips to create big amount of art pieces that are at first glance clear but with background of intricate logical structure of his own motive. During analysis of his work we can find it riddled with hidden implications, but on the other hand it carries barrier that nullifies these secondary meanings which shows that they were not meant that way.
	Warhol used really special and successful tactic of manipulation of general public, when he brings various information into his art (portraits of criminals, portraits of Jews, famous people, skulls…) but he himself stays out of it. It is some kind of equivalent of socially unacceptable joke, which strikes and then is revoked. Warhol used this style to hide his Slovak origins, his age and his private life. In spite of that fact he still expressed himself artistically as one of the most significant deliverer of status and facts of American society.

Martin Benka
	Martin Benka is one of the greatest and most famous artist of fine art in Slovakia and founder of the national painting style. He was one of the first artists that successfully presented their paintings in foreign countries.
	He was born into the family of a carpenter on farm and he was youngest out of his five siblings. Memory of his hardworking father and gentle mother followed him his whole life and influenced his work. He left his homeland in 1903 to go study art abroad. In the first period of his life his own poverty taught him how to recognize value of the people around him. When he was painting, he thought of his parents that connected him to his homeland and nation which strongly influenced all his works.
	In year 1939 he finally returned to his homeland where he completely broke out of artistic influence of his teacher Alois Kalvoda and finally mastered his own art style which later became the national painting style. His unique painting style was influenced by the typical Slovak motives- typical Slovak highlands with waving hillsides, valleys, deep forests and plains filled with lives of its inhabitants: woodcutters, shepherds peasants, miners doing their work or resting.

“Don’t climb too high, don’t look for beauty in emptiness, but reclaim it and enjoy it where it is: between people, in life.” –Martin Benka

	He admired the simple Slovak man living in simple harmony with nature, in the mountainous land. He tried to depict human and the natural altogether in this simple view of his surrounding that reminded him so much of his childhood. He used his technique to depict Slovak people and their villages, fields, daily work and their lives.

“He was not conquering heavens. He remained somewhere under the hills, by the farmlands, meadows, clearings, always searching for people – as if each and every one of his paintings wanted to remind us that the beauty without the people and their toil is dead, devoid of meaning. That is why his paintings work: they are – and will remain – alive; they tell us something and will keep on telling it even when this world will change beyond recognition, when – let’s put it this way – we will not ride to hayfields in horse cart but fly a helicopter...” –Milo Urban

	It is sure that some time has passed but nonetheless Benka’s image of rural Slovak life is still able to cause certain amount of nostalgia in us. Even in those who were born long after these times, his succeeds to materialise mentality of the Slovak man.

Master Paul of Levoča
	Master Paul of Levoča is late gothic carver and sculptor who amongst many other works created the highest wooden altar in the world, which is located in Basilica of St. James in Levoča. He settled in Levoča after year 1500 where he setup his workshop. His works are not only of the highest quality but are also very well preserved. Big amount of his work survived till these days.
	Not a lot of information is known about Master Paul of Levoča. His works were never documented except the writings on altar in Levoča and works left in his workshop. We do not know much about his life either because of archive of Levoča burned down ten years after his death. His birthplace and birth day are unknow just like his last name. He settled in Levoča where he lived for the rest of his life. Here he found economically strong and cultural area that allowed him to work and also had high requirements for artistic elements of his work. Here he started working in workshop of master Vavrinec and later he became master of the workshop himself. 
	His biggest and most work is main altar in Basilica of St. James in Levoča. It is the biggest late gothic altar in the whole world 18,62 meters high and 6 meters wide. It contains sculpture, painting and architectural elements with one artistic concept. It was created in various phases thorough the years 1508 – 1517. It depicts the scene of last supper in the bottom middle with eight scenes of the torture of Jesus surrounding it. In the centre of the altar are placed three enormous sculptures of Virgin Mary, St. James and John Evangelist (2,3m – 2,5m). Most parts of the altar are gilded.
	He works became well known after Second World War, after restoration of his works. Most of the works of Slovak late gothic works are connected with his name, influenced by his style of work.

	Despite Slovakia being relatively young and small country it has produced number of great artists. Some impacted only the art in Slovakia, some art in Europe and some changed whole world. I presented three Slovak artists that I think impacted the world of art the most but that doesn’t mean they are the only ones. In my dissertation work next year I would like to go through more great artists of Slovakia and its surrounding regions. Not only look at traditional authors I mentioned but also get a look at different and modern artists such as 3D animators or designers.
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