Early Life of Augustus (Octavian)
The Emperor Augustus was born in Rome on the twenty third of September 63 BC as Gaius Octavius Thurinus to the Octavii family.[footnoteRef:1] This family was at one point a highly distinguished one in the area of Velitrae in Rome[footnoteRef:2]  the family was admitted to the senate by King Tarquinus Priscus in a drive to increase the size of the patrician class, however their patrician status was later lost until it was later restored[footnoteRef:3]. [1:  Suetonius, Augustus, 5–6]  [2:   Suetonius, Augustus, 1]  [3:  Suetonius, Augustus, 2] 

His father was also named Gaius Octavius and his mother was named Atia Babla Caesonia, she was the niece of Gaius Julius Caesar, which made Octavian Caesar’s great nephew.[footnoteRef:4]  His father had been Praetor and governor of Macedonia, he had intentions of running for Consul however he died suddenly in 59 BC, when Octavian was only four years old[footnoteRef:5]. After the death of his father his mother took on the boy’s education. His education was typical of that of a young aristocratic boy of the time, he learned both Greek and Latin and was trained as an orator. At twelve, he gave a funeral oration to a crowd for his grandmother Julia[footnoteRef:6]. [4:  Suetonius, Augustus, 7]  [5:  Suetonius, Augustus, 4]  [6:  Suetonius, Augustus, 8,1] 

When Octavian was six years old his mother remarried, her new husband was Lucius Marcius Philippus, former governor of Syria and an ally of Caesar. He served as consul alongside Gnaeus Cornelius Lentulus Marcellinus.[footnoteRef:7] [7:  Suetonius, Augustus, 8,2] 

At fifteen he received the toga virillis, which was a symbol of him reaching maturity and becoming a man. Soon after this he was elected as a pontiff in the Collage of Pontiffs at the nomination of Caesar.[footnoteRef:8] He was also appointed Praefectus urbi, urban prefect, while Caesar was away celerating the festival of the Latins. This title was an honorary one that possessed no authority, however it gave Octavian a chance to gain public recognition[footnoteRef:9]. [8:  Suetonius, Augustus, 8,1]  [9:  Dietmar (2006)] 

At this point in 46 BC Octavian was very close with Caesar and attended banquets, theatres and other social events with his great uncle. He was even awarded military honours during Caesar’s triumphs despite him never seeing combat at this point.[footnoteRef:10] [10:  Suetonius, Augustus, 8, 1] 

Octavian’s eventful childhood, experiences with death from an early age and knowledge of contemporary politics suggests that Octavian would have had to grow up faster than most others of his age and social class, his maturity is shown when at the age of sixteen after only just recovering from a severe illness he followed his great uncle Caesar to Hispania in his campaign against Pompey’s sons. He did this through dangerous roads with a handful of companions, including Marcus Vipsanius Agrippa[footnoteRef:11]. He also was shipwrecked in hostile territory before making it to Caesar, but when he did Caesar quickly took a liking to him due to his strong character and determination. Caesar, while in Hispania started to teach Octavian in provincial administration. [11:  Suetonius, Augustus, 8, 1] 

There were many rumours at the time concerning Octavian’s sexuality[footnoteRef:12], Sextus Pompey would taunt him for being effeminate[footnoteRef:13], Marcus Antonius accused him of earning Caesar’s favour through “unnatural relations”[footnoteRef:14] as Suetonius phrases it. Marcus Antonius’ brother Lucius also accused Octavian of prostituting himself to Aulus Hirtius for three hundred thousand sesterces[footnoteRef:15], Hirtius was governor of Hispania while Octavian was there with Caesar. He was even accused of singeing his own leg hair with red hot nut shells to make his hair grow softer[footnoteRef:16]. These allegations are hard, if not impossible to validate, especially as they were merely rumours even in their time. [12:  Suetonius, Augustus, 68]  [13:  Suetonius, Augustus, 68]  [14:  Suetonius, Augustus, 68]  [15:  Suetonius, Augustus, 68]  [16:  Suetonius, Augustus, 68] 

After Caesar’s victory in Hispania Octavian was sent with his friends Agrippa, Gaius Maecenas, and Quintus Salvidienus Rufus to Apollonia in Macedonia to continue his studies while Caesar prepared for a campaign against the Dacians and then the Parthians, there he learned academics, military doctrine and tactics[footnoteRef:17]. As preparation for the upcoming Parthian campaigns Octavian was to be made Master of the Horse, which was Caesar’s top lieutenant, this would have made Octavian the second most powerful man in Rome when he was only nineteen[footnoteRef:18]. However, this promotion was never realised due to Caesar’s assassination on the Ides of March 44 BC.[footnoteRef:19] [17:  Dietmar (2006)]  [18:  Dietmar (2006)]  [19:  Dietmar (2006)] 

He was in Apollonia when he learned of Caesar’s assassination on the senate floor and that he was named Caesar’s successor in his will[footnoteRef:20]. For a while he did not know whether to appeal to the five nearby legions that were for the Parthian campaign who were loyal to Caesar or not, eventually he decided against it as he thought it premature. He then returned to Rome despite his mother and stepfather’s wishes. It was then he formed the Second Triumvirate with Marcus Antonius and Marcus Lepidus.[footnoteRef:21] [20:  Suetonius, Augustus, 8,2]  [21:  Suetonius, Augustus, 8,2] 
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