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Çatalhöyük Worksheet: Clay in Neolithic Near East

People began to deliberately manipulate and shape their environment in the Neolithic. Their very relationship with the world around them changed as they moved from a nomadic hunter-gatherer lifestyle to a sedentary; there was “an unprecedented shift in both the scale and nature of the transformations humans imposed on the surrounding world” (Boivin 2008: 136) in the Neolithic. Arguably the material/substance that most shaped human interaction with the wider world was earthy matter ‒the soils in which people grew their crops and the clay they moulded in myriad ways to create a new material world: from houses and permanent settlements, which in time grew into tell sites, to the pottery used in daily life and the figured/ideological world. This workshop explores the daily lived experiences of becoming-with clay in Neolithic Çatalhöyük, in central Anatolia.

Study the plan of excavations at Çatalhöyük. What are your initial observations of the site? What is the single most important point you can observe about the buildings? Think about the following questions:
· How large are the rooms in the buildings?
· How close are they to each other?
· How did people access the houses?
· What do you think the physical experience of being in a house was like?
· Where do you think people worked, mixed and socialised on a daily basis?
· How did the community build and maintain this settlement?
· What might this tell us about how the community at Çatalhöyük was organised?

