
What is Autism?  

A neurodevelopmental condition. 

Affects the way a child sees and interacts with 

the world and others around them. 

A lifelong condition that follows from          

childhood into adulthood. 

There is no cure for autism. 

It was discovered by Leo Kanner in 1943. 

National Health Service, 2019; Kanner 1943 

 

                        Statistics 

    Over 70,000,000 people have autism. 

   700,000 of which 150,000 are children. 

                          125,000 

                            11,500 

                              7,000 

                              5,000 

 1 in 100. 4 x more males than females. 

                National Autistic Society, 2019; Baird et al, 2006. 

 

  

 

     Causes of Autism 

The ‘Refrigerator Mother’ theory 

Autism has a biological root  

The MMR vaccination  

Genetics and environment 

Maternal stress during pregnancy 

Bettelheim, 1967; Rimland, 1964;  Dyer, 2010; Deth et 
al, 2008; Ronald, Pennell and Whitehouse, 2016. 

Theorists 

Baron-Cohen (1990) theory of mind. 

Chomsky (1965) believes everyone has the ability 
to learn language. 

Skinner (1957) believes language is learnt through          
repetition and reinforcement. 

Bronfenbrenner (1979) believes growth and       
development are enhanced or hindered              

depending on his ecological theory. 

Baron-Cohen, 1990;  Chomsky, 1965;  Skinner, 1957;   

Bronfenbrenner, 1979; Zeliadt, 2016. 

Implications for Service  

Providers 

Overwhelming number of cases as autism         

continues to increases every decade. 

Decreased funding makes it harder to provide an 

efficient and effective service. 

A lack of qualified professionals. 

A lack of Pupil Referral Units. 

Hirvikoski et al, 2016; Buescher et al, 2014; Mortimer, 2002.   

         Symptoms & Diagnosis 

Lack of eye contact, enjoys own company  

Not respond to name, stimming 

Difficulty expressing themselves 

Triad of impairments 

Diagnosing autism can take two years 

A further year for a statement  

Nation Autistic Society, 2019; National Health Service, 2019; 
Wing and Gould, 1979. 

References Baird, G., Simonoff, E., Pickles, A., Chandler, S., Loucas, T., Meldrum, D. and Charman, T.  (2006) ‘Prevalence of disorders of the autism spectrum in a population cohort of children in South Thames: the Special Needs and Autism Project (SNAP)’, The Lancet, 368 (9531), pp. 210-215.  Baron-Cohen, S. (1990) ‘Autism: a specific cognitive 

disorder of “mind-blindness”’, International Review of Psychiatry, 2 pp. 79-88. Bettelheim, B. (1967) The Empty Fortress: Infantile Autism and the Birth of the Self. New York: Free Press. Bronfenbrenner, U. (1979). The ecology of human development. Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Press.  Buescher, A.S., Cidav. Z., Knapp M. and Mandell, D.S. 

(2014) ‘Costs of Autism Spectrum Disorders in the United Kingdom and the United States’, JAMA Pediatrics, 168 (8) pp. 721-728. Deth, R., Muratore, C., Benzecry J., Power-Charnitsky, V.A. and Waly M. (2008) ‘How environmental and genetic factors combine to cause autism: A redox/methylation hypothesis’, NeuroToxicology, 29 (1), pp. 190-201. 

Dyer, C. (2010) ‘Lancet retracts Wakefield’s MMR paper’, British Medical Journal, 340.  Hirvikoski, T., Mittendorfer-Rutz, E., Boman, M., Larsson, H., Lichtenstein, P., and Bolte, S. (2016). ‘Premature mortality in autism spectrum disorder’, British Journal of Psychiatry, 208 (3), pp. 232-238. Kanner, L. (1943) ‘Autistic disturbances of affected contact’, 

Nervous Child, 2 pp.217-250. Mortimer, H. (2002) Meeting special needs in early years settings Special needs handbook. Warwickshire: Scholastic. National Autistic Society (2019) About autism. Available at: https://www.autism.org.uk/about.aspx (Accessed 29th October 2019). National Health Service (2019) What is Autism? Available at: https://

www.nhs.uk/conditions/autism/what-is-autism/ (Accessed 27th October 2019).  Rimland, B. (1964) Infantile Autism: The Syndrome and Its Implications for a Neural Theory of Behavior. New Jersey: Prentice-Hall Inc.  Ronald, A., Pennell, C.E. and Whitehouse, A.J. (2011) ‘Prenatal Maternal Stress Associated with ADHD and Autistic Traits in early 

Childhood’, Frontiers in psychology, 1, 223.  Wing, L. and Gould, J. (1979) ‘Severe impairments of social interaction and associated abnormalities in children: epidemiology and classification ’, Journal of Autism & Developmental Disorders, 9, pp. 11-29. 


