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A virtual learning environment is being widely used in the education sector. This has assisted in delivering instruction materials in the education sector. With the help of virtual learning environment, higher level of communication between the students and teachers has been enabled. However, the introduction of virtual learning environment has created positive as well as negative influence on the students learning ability. The analysis of positive as well as negative influence of virtual learning environment on the learning ability of students is important. This helps the teachers as well as universities in using the technology of virtual learning environment in an effective manner for the students. The main intention of this assignment is to develop a report analyzing the influence of virtual learning environment on learning experience of students studying at the University of Wales Trinity Saint David London Campus. For this purpose, survey has been conducted among 20 students studying in at the University of Wales Trinity Saint David London Campus. 
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Historical background on the use and development of VLEs
It has been stated by García-Álvarez, Novo-Corti and Varela-Candamio, (2018) that the computer has been utilized for gaining knowledge and learning purposes since 1970. Therefore, it is quite difficult for people to provide a definite time period from which the utilization of VLEs has occurred. It has also been stated that the UK’s Open University has been utilizing the computers for providing information and knowledge since 1970. However, in 2000, the patent for commercial computer based VLE ‘Blackboard’ was introduced. Ina recent survey, it has been found out that a total of 3700 institutions from more than 60 countries have been using the Blackboard software until 2010. However, one of the most popular VLE known as “Moodle” was introduced for the sake of providing knowledge. In the opinion of Straková and Cimermanová, (2018), the main intention behind this renowned VLE was to provide online courses to provide a better platform for the educators and develop new contents with the help of collaboration as well. It was further notice that by the end of 2011, there were around about of 49,365 active sites in more than 75 languages. Moreover, the user base of Moodle had expanded up to 212 countries throughout the globe.  In addition, UK had witnessed a gradual increase within the post compulsory sector in the year 2008 -09. 
General positive impacts of VLEs
It has been stated by Huggins-Manley et al., (2015), that the positive effects of the utilization of VLEs on the student learning are majorly edited by study held in West Virginia, USA. It was later observed that the students as well as teachers used to collaborate with the help of a software time to communicate online in order to level up their analytical as well as understanding skills. Moreover, the software collaboration was majorly used by upper grade elementary students that help them to perform better on standardized test in reading language and vocabulary.  Later on, it was considered that the students were able to encourage progressive thought as well as implement independent thinking with the help of VLEs. Furthermore, it has also been stated that the students who had access to more than one of the resources such as integrated learning system, simulation software, design and programming technologies, and computer assisted instructions were able to achieve better results on standardized tests,  national tests as well as researcher constructed tests. According to a recent survey, it was later found out that the graduate students variable to access that cause from home in an easy manner. In the opinion of Hamutoglu et al., (2020) the non-graduated students were found to be more enthusiastic regarding the utilization of technology for learning purposes. The study also concluded that the satisfaction level of the students were quite higher as they were dependent upon exposure, access as well as utility of VLEs.
General negative impacts of VLEs
According to a recent study, it was observed that due to the introduction of web-based instruction, there was a lack of emotional and social interaction among each other in the traditional classrooms.  In the opinion of Al-Azawei and Al-Masoudy, (2020), Later on, it was found out that there were no such differences in the learning performances of the students that were placed between two classroom environments. However, it was further concluded that the students were engaged in the web based well satisfied with the learning process as well as the lack the benefits and opportunities regarding the traditional classroom environment.
Impact of VLEs on Independent Learning and Students’ Motivation to learn
According to a recent study, it was found out that a sum total of 55% of the total respondents where happily agreeing that there is a hike in the motivation level of students.  Moreover, it was also observed that there was higher level of engagement of the students while taking part in the course with the help of collaborative tools.  In the opinion of Annansingh, (2019), a roundabout of 65% of the students also concluded that online courses are more convenient as well as more fun as compared to the traditional classroom approach. 
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The main intention of this assignment is to develop a report analyzing the influence of virtual learning environment on learning experience of students studying at the University of Wales Trinity Saint David London Campus. The objectives of the research are as follows:
· To analyze the influence of virtual learning environment
· To evaluate the impact of virtual learning environment on learning experience of students studying at the University of Wales Trinity Saint David London Campus
· To analyse General negative impacts of VLEs on students studying at the University of Wales Trinity Saint David London Campus
· To analyse General positive impacts of VLEs on students studying at the University of Wales Trinity Saint David London Campus
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The research in the study has been carried out with the help of mixed approach of data collection. In the resrech, primary as well as secondary method of data collection has been adopted. In the primary collection, surevy has been conducted among 20 students studying at the University of Wales Trinity Saint David London Campus. For secondary research, the articles and journals related to the topic of research has been selected. The selected articles and journals have been studied in a detailed manner. For carrying out survey, Survey Monkey has been used. 
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[image: ]
The above graphical representation reflects that most of the participants who participated in the survey were aged between 20 to 25 years.
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The above graphical representation reflects that most of the participants who participated in the survey were male.
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In the above graphical representation, it has been identified that according to most of the respondents, virtual learning environment is a web-based software system.
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In the above graphical representation, it has been observed that most of the participants strongly agreed that VLE has created a positive impact on Independent learning as well as students.
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The above graphical representation reflex that most of the respondents neither agreed nor disagreed that VLE  has created a negative impact on Independent learning as well as students.
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In the above graphical representation, it has been found that according to most of the respondents VLE has enabled the students in catching up the missed lectures and discussions.
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In the above graphical representation, it has been observed that according to most of the respondents, due to VLE, lack of benefit as well as opportunity in respect of structure dialogue is being faced by the students.
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In the above graphical representation, it has been found that most of the participants neither agree nor disagree that the spread of covid-19 has influenced the importance of virtual learning environment among students.
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From the survey of students, it has been identified that there are negative as well as positive influence of virtual learning environment. However, spread of corona virus has increased to the importance of virtual learning environment among the students of the university. The students are capable to attend the missed lectures or discussion. This is creating a positive influence on the academic performance of the students studying in the university. However, there are certain disadvantages of using virtual learning environment. The level of distraction for the students has increased due to the use of internet for online classes.
With the introduction of VLEs, the students were fully responsible for the accomplishment of the tasks and activities they wish to engage in (Ryan and Poole, 2019).  In addition, with the usage of email chat as well as forums for discussion and feedback purposes, there was a hike in the communication level among the students and the teachers (Ouherrou et al., 2018).  Furthermore, the introduction of VLEs gradually increases the opportunities regarding the feedback as well as the assessments that will eventually lead to achievement or retention. it was considered that the students were able to encourage progressive thought as well as implement independent thinking with the help of VLEs. Furthermore, it has also been stated that the students who had access to more than one of the resources such as integrated learning system, simulation software, design and programming
There was a research conducted that help the researchers to find out the change in the habits of the learners with the excessive use of internet for retrieving any kind of information with the incorporation of tools and technologies (Lacka and Wong, 2019). Additionally, the report concluded that a specific amount of respondents declared the discussion boards as one of the least used technologies. It was further concluded that VLEs could be further used for passive reading instead of active learning.  It was further observed that a roundabout of 92% of the total educational institutions had a virtual learning environment as compared to the year 2003-04 where the total sum was around 58 percentile. According to Omar and Geer, (2018), the strategy adopted by UK government known as the harnessing technology-transforming learning and children's services has helped several institutions as well as learning providers to make the full and effective utilization of technology. According to the reports that were published between the year September 2005 and December 2007, it was found out that more than half of the schools that have been surveyed had a major influence of VLEs on the student's learning ability in a positive manner. It was also found out that the level of interaction between the teacher and the student has been gradually increased.  Due to this reason, the students experienced a gradual increase in the motivation and independence level.  
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VLE has enabled the students in catching up the missed lectures and discussions. a roundabout of 65% of the students also concluded that online courses are more convenient as well as more fun as compared to the traditional classroom approach. it was found out that there were no such differences in the learning performances of the students that were placed between two classroom environments. However, it was further concluded that the students were engaged in the web based well satisfied. it has also been stated that the students who had access to more than one of the resources such as integrated learning system, simulation software, design and programming technologies, and computer assisted instructions were able to achieve better results on standardized tests. the strategy adopted by UK government known as the harnessing technology-transforming learning and children's services has helped several institutions as well as learning providers to make the full and effective utilization of technology. the patent for commercial computer based VLE ‘Blackboard’ was introduced. Ina recent survey, it has been found out that a total of 3700 institutions from more than 60 countries have been using the Blackboard software until 2010.
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Question for survey 
1. What is your age?
· 15-20
· 20-25
· 25-30
30 and above 
2. What is your gender?
· Male
· Female 
3. According to you, what is Virtual Learning Environment?
· A web based software system
· Tools and activities for students
· Computers for learning
Others 
4. Do you agree that Impact of VLEs on Independent Learning and Students’ Motivation is always positive?
· Agree
· Strongly agree
· Neither agree nor disagree
· Disagree
· Strongly disagree
5. Do you agree that Impact of VLEs on Independent Learning and Students’ Motivation is always negative?
· Agree
· Strongly agree
· Neither agree nor disagree
· Disagree
· Strongly disagree
6. What are the positive impact of VLEs on Independent Learning and Students’ Motivation?
· Opportunity for reinforcement
· Enable students to ‘catch up’ on missed material
· Quality assurance strategies and self-assessment
· All the above
7. What are the negative impact of VLEs on Independent Learning and Students’ Motivation?
· Not allow for the social and emotional interaction
· No significant differences in learning performance between the environments
· Lack the opportunity and benefits of structured dialogue
· Lack of sense of community created in a traditional on-site classroom
8. Has covid-19 increased the importance of Virtual Learning Environment?
· Agree
· Strongly agree
· Neither agree nor disagree
· Disagree
· Strongly disagree
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