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Summary 
This report has examines and evaluated the surround in the issue faced by children in poverty. These issues often are unattached to the issue but have an astounding impact on the individual and areas of their life. By evaluating these areas there is abilities to improve the outcomes of these on the individual. Partnership collaborations have shown to achieve positive changes which have benefitted this issue. 


















The inequalities faced by children in 
poverty and the prevention of this issue

Introduction 
This report has been written to examine the factors within the inequalities being faced by children in poverty. These individuals have been impacted greatly due to their household’s economic status. This can be evident from historical evidence which states the issues seen from these individuals in society and the procedures and schemes implemented for the prevention (Brando and Schweiger, 2019). This can be compare to society today and how the issue as developed. 
The prevention of this topic is extremely vital to ensure that the issues attached to this situation is eliminated. The focus on the prevention of poverty is focused throughout this report due to the understanding that the reason for the inequality is due to the poverty. Factors from this, have been researched below for a greater understanding of how it can be prevented. Throughout this report, there is an emphasis on the prevention of 

Objectives
The objectives of this report are to evaluate the issues contained and surrounding the topic of inequalities faced by children in poverty. 
· To have a greater understanding of the areas of development which are negatively targeted by child poverty

· Partnerships and provisions placed to support and prevent negative impacts on children in poverty. 

· Are the basic needs of the child not being met due to this issue?

Scope
This report examines the areas connected to the issue of inequality in regards to poverty. The areas surround this topic allows for a greater understanding of the extent of impact caused from this issue. By gathering this data, it will allow for indicators and provisions to be placed to prevent further individuals falling into this category. 
This report has not focused on this issue at a global position due to evidence stating that procedures and research from this view does not achieve the extent of the issue. A local and governmental focused area allows knowledge and data to be collected which can be implemented to the community. 

Poverty 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Studies of poverty have conventionally adopted three broad areas which define the measuring study of the extent (Wagle, 2018). These forms are the economic well‐being of the individuals, their capability, and social exclusion. There is a complexity when aiming to define poverty, this issue is argued to indicate that this a reductionist approach to poverty. The emphasis on one aspect constricts the understanding of the issue which ultimately conceals the factors which were situated at the centre of the issues. Commonly the study replies on the economic status which with the insight of their human welfare. Using this representative to understand and measure one's status of poverty and well‐being. The common concept of study of economic well‐being is to discover whether the individual has adequate income to support their basic needs for human welfare. However, this is argued, as social scientists have stated that poverty needs to be viewed as a lack of individual capabilities. These are aspects such as education or health which prevent the individual from attaining a basic level of human well‐being. Contradicting to the previous beliefs, many believe that focusing on social, behavioural, and political underpinnings of the individual. These aspects are argued to motivate behaviour or isolation that is perceived to cause poverty. 

This is exacerbated through the involvement of media (Bochel and Powell, 2018).  It has been highlighted that the relationship between the media’s perception of poverty and social inequality has amplified the public attitudes towards poverty. This was evident after the UK Coalition and Conservative governments since 2010 which increased the numbers of people living in constrained circumstances in the context of neoliberalism and austerity. This is expanded by McLaughlin (2005) who explains that many current understandings of poverty believe that there has been an end to the ‘post-liberalism’ class. He states that this belief is a form of denial, to believe that these causes have been eradicated and that the opportunity for ‘real’ equality of opportunity is often absent for many. 

Due to the previous arguments, Atkinson (2015) argues that means-testing is the wrong approach to tackle poverty. Factors to back this statement is the evidence which states that there are twin failures which affect these individuals. The high marginal tax rates created when benefits are withdrawn met with the needs which are unmet with the individuals who do not access the support and services available due to a variety of reasons such as the complexity and stigma of this procedure. Atkinson explains that through the use of increasing income tax progressively and increasing Child Benefit substantially for all families, it will allow a fair redistribution of income which will allow individuals in need of the financial support to receive what is need through a structure which prevents any stigma or complexity. 

Whilst changes to the accessibility of financial support is vital to prevent further inequalities to families in poverty. There is evidence (Purdam et al, 2017) which shows that families in poverty are estimated to spend over £1650 per year which is stated as a poverty penalty. This excess is a result of households having to rely on aspects and procedures to support themselves. This penalty is targeted at families in poverty due to their lack of financial stability which allows services to add excessive charges and interests. This is seen in the statistical evidences which shows the rates of which shows the numbers of individuals who use this method to buy goods and services. They are penalised through the use of gas and electricity prepayment cards due to them being at higher rates. 
These examples show that once an individual or family fall into the poverty category the rungs of the economic ladder are further apart which makes it much harder to climb up (Hills et al, 2019). This knowledge haunts throughout the economic and class structure which results in the top gaining every incentive to remain there. This incentive causes resources to be used in order to prevent it. This action sees these individuals ensuring that their children remain at the highest status which has created  what has been described by Abigail McKnight in the UK and Richard Reeves in the USA as the ‘glass floor’. 

Multi-partnership working

Through development, planning and partnership there is provision to ensure that risks are informed across sectors to prepare for current and emerging risks (Diwakar et al, 2019). This allows for contingency planning to avoid disruption to basic services and infrastructure. This is vital for this issue due to the individuals involved at the services supporting the issue. 

The Trussell Trust (2018) has reached to policy-makers to ensure better support for families is in place. By creating this partnership skills and knowledge is conversed to ensure that the best procedures and schemes are in place. The Trust states that a movement to support these individual. There is an emphasis on the benefit system and how they support these families financially. A match of child benefit to reach the inflation rates.  The changes to this service and the Child Element in Universal Credit and for Child Tax Credits will allow these families with children to support these individuals and allow them to have equal opportunities. They also aim to change the procedure of Universal Credit. The Trust believes that the family should be able to achieve a work allowance which will allow the families to keep more of their earnings before Universal Credit payments are reduced. These aims are supported by the implementation of ensuring that children who are need of free school meals are able to access them. The Department for Education has a threshold of £7,400 per household for the eligibility to access the free school meals. They state that if this threshold was increased, there would be a prevention for further pressure on low income families.
 
At a local level partnership between services is vital in order to prevent poverty. The knowledge and teaching of poverty and inequalities faced within the community will allow for understanding which would prevent stigma (Featherstone et al, 2019). The concept of health inequalities in regards to those in poverty is understood through inverse care law in the health profession. Due to this there is availability to increase integration between health and social care services. The protection of children through the partnership of these services will allow children to be safeguarded and protected. The cross-fertilisation of ideas will allow the services to create a multi-disciplinary endeavour. This multi-disciplinary allows the local children safeguarding boards (LSCBs) to produce strategic planning with the aim of using expertise from professionals to prevent inequalities.
Whilst public services are adopting these methods, many charities and organisations have partnered to achieve the aim of preventing the child poverty and the inequalities attached. The United Nations has the aim of ensuring the protection and safety of children which is implemented and supported through their human rights (Arie, 2019). The partnering of bodies of the United Nations have a collected want to establish change within government. By recognising the issue, legislation and support can be introduced which will support bodies such as the Human Rights Watch, the Child Poverty Action Group, the Joseph Rowntree Foundation and other charities and experts in poverty. Once these provisions are in place the there is a vital need to uphold the target status. Whilst Scotland introduced statutory child poverty targets, the independent Poverty and Inequality Commission stated that after inspecting the progress, the country is warned that they will miss its own child poverty targets. 

The three generation approach as explained in Lee et al (2019), allows for a focus to prevent generational similarities in regards to poverty and the issues which are associated with it. The processes within the scheme are a critical role in facilitating academic success and socio-emotional development. This scheme indicates that children from low socioeconomic families display lower abilities of executive functioning when compared to their higher socioeconomic peer. This indication is argued to negatively impact academic and social-emotional achievements. The findings in executive function have been attributed to their environment in regards to increased stress, parental influences and chaotic family environments. 

Countries and communities
Bartlett et al (2016) understands that the strength to improving this issue is based on efficient documentation and analysis of the issues on children. Through the comparison and knowledge of previous schemes in areas, there is an offer of ideas for local governments. There will be schemes which have greater success in areas than other due to the communities and environment. The failure of tackling this issue previously is the assistance does not go to the children of these areas. They are commonly presented in large-scale investment projects which rarely individually impact these individuals. Examples of this is visible when focusing on poverty in environments of squatter settlements and shantytowns. These areas see children continuing to face the issues attached to their poverty. These require a lack of global efforts by organisations but an effort at local communities through grassroots partnership. UNICEF is a model organisation when performing this form of improvement. They recognise that the causes of many of these problems are due to connecting issues such as poor education, a lack of cleanliness and lack of accessible services. These lessons can be implemented throughout tasks of improving this issue. 

Statistics 
The statistical evidence of this issue is extremely alarming due to the extent of negative impacts it creates throughout the lives of the individuals connected. 365,000 children, were destitute in the UK at some point during 2017, this number of individuals is extremely high compared to the amount of children residing in the country (Fitzpatrick et at, 2018). This statistic indicates that these individuals could not afford to buy the bare essentials that is needed to eat, stay warm, stay dry, and to keep clean. To prevent these circumstances Theresa May announced an implementation of measures to safeguard these individuals. Among this was teacher training in identifying children with mental health problems and those in poverty. This training was connected to a £1 million pound scheme in preventing these situations and referring the correct support and service for these individuals (Arie, 2019).

Legislation and indicators 
As explained in Roelen (2017) the policies in regards to combating poverty cover many of the issues faced by those in the circumstance. The issue with areas within these are the nature of shame surround the topic. This barrier prevents the legislation from effectively impacting the issues positively. By creating interventions there will be a greater opportunity to reduce shame, either directly through promoting a confirmation to receive the support or indirectly through poverty reduction or countering stigma. These targets allow for current legislation to be implemented and used for positive changes. The emphasis on the universal need for breaking negative cycles to create positive pathways to reducing shame and poverty reduction. These inventions use numerous forms when researching child poverty. These are in forms of indications which are connected to individuals in poverty. Organisations have partnered to improve the legislation surround this issue (Jones and Sumner, 2012).  The UNICEF’s Global Study on Child Poverty to the Child Friendliness of Policy Indices, the Child Wellbeing Index, Bristol child deprivation, the Child and Youth Network Indicators, and the OECD’s Social Institutions and Gender Index have created movements for change. 
However, inequalities in regards to these individuals are continuing to arise. Evidence explained in Morninton and Guyard-Nedelec (2019) have shown that there is a high number of children who are forcibly removed from their parental care come that are from a background of poverty.  Whilst the United Kingdom has described the procedure as implementing child protection policies. This is argued as discrimination against the poor. This is evidence would declare that the state is violating the individual’s right to a family life. Following the legislation, The Children Act 1989 focuses on the “best interests of the child”. This interest, creates a duty to the state which ensure they protect the child from the risk of physical or emotional abuse. This gives a lack of clarity due to the issues attached to poverty could be argued to cause these factors (Dickens et al, 2019). 

Hunger poverty- food banks
The rise in food poverty and the corresponding rise in the number of food banks in the UK has been attached to many societal neglects. Furey (2019) has explained that the combination of high living costs, lack of increasing income to meeting living costs and issues surrounding the benefits system, means that levels of hunger in Britain are argued to be some of the highest across Europe. This is increased when concentrating on children due to statistics showing that nearly one in five children under 15 are living in a food-insecure home. This issue was commended on by MP Mary Creagh, (who is the Chair of the Environmental Audit Committee) who stated that this is a scandal which cannot be allowed to continue. The food poverty and food insecurity is an increasing factor and service when focusing on child poverty. The attachment within the increases in general poverty and to changes in the UK welfare system has extreme bearings on the volume of service users and the procedures used. This has been indicated by the change of ‘governmentality’ around food sources for those in need which has shifted from the state to the charity sector (Caraher and Furey, 2018). 

Whilst the scale and impact of food poverty on the individual and society is life-changing the impacts extend beyond food.  As explained by Denning (2019) the poverty of food can also result in social exclusion. Many social experiences and celebrations are based around food and their institutions. This aspect of socialisation comes with an associated cost which can often result in a missed opportunities to socialise. Statistics show that one in ten individuals in Britain had missed celebrating a special occasion due to economic reasons. This statement advocates the argument that food poverty creates an inequality to an individual’s sense of identity and dignity due to the lack of opportunities to socialise without difference and discrimination, 

This inequality has increased drastically during the Covid-19 pandemic, it has been revealed that large segments of the UK population will experience increased unemployment, reduced hours, and enforced self-isolation for multiple vulnerable groups (Power et al, 2020). These changes will have a profound effect on the topic due to the likelihood that there will be an increase in UK food insecurity. This issue is known to be exacerbates due to the diet-related health conditions which will be confirmed and increasing since the change. The social and economic crisis which will be associated with the pandemic has exposed the importance of the system of food charity. This charity was a vital service before but the need for the growing poverty is evident. The vulnerable food system has been under extreme pressure to withhold the extra volume of demand. This has been exacerbated through the issue of ‘stockpiling’ which has been an issue since the pandemic. Children have been particularly affected due to the lack of school meals they are receiving. There has been many instances that children have gone without due to the increased difficulty in receiving the meals they would have been in receiving in the school setting. 

Education and the effects on health 
Poverty in regards to the development of education can be visible from the moment the child is born (Olszewski-Kubilius & Corwith, 2018). Evidence shows that it is estimated that children from higher income families are exposed to 30 million more words by age 4 years than children who’s from families who are from lower income households. The differences in vocabulary can begin to indicate the cognitive development and which prepares the child for school. This lack of development is exacerbated when entering the educational system due.  Bernstein’s claim states that poorer schools focus more on the ‘basics’ than abstract or creative subjects/experiences ( Power et al, 2019). This is support by the evidence that states that children in schools with high levels of disadvantage children experience a narrower curriculum. This evidence is support by the quantitative data which displays that 14.9% of children in the poorest schools were observed learning in more than one curriculum area during the observations. This contrasts with 26.2% of children in more advantaged schools.

Whilst battling against the educational disadvantages faced, there are socio-emotional behavioural problems and health illnesses such as obesity being seen by these children (Lai et al, 2019). These factors impact their educational development. Children in poverty have been found have behavioural difficulties in areas of peer problems, conduct disorders, hyperactivity, emotional problems and pro-social behaviour. These behaviours disrupt their concentration which prevents learning which ultimately creates a larger gap between them and their peers.  These issues are extended to the accumulation of adverse impacts on both their physical and mental health.  Children living in persistent poverty were more than three times the risk of mental health problems in adolescence than those never experiencing poverty (Mayor, 2019). This statistic is not only a health concern but an academic concern due to the timing in which this is seen. This is often at the most vital stage of the educational system which may result in the individual only having this opportunity to achieve these qualifications and can cause rippling affects. Through the action of integrating a systematic screening for social determinants of health can create a positive impact on families and children in poverty and improve health outcomes for those children. This has been clear through the use of a threshold of social rights. This allows for the standard which should be applied to reach the best interests of the child (Mclaughlin and Monteith, 2006).

The failings of the educational system in regards to those in poverty has been addressed by Michael Gove, the former Conservative Secretary of State for Education. He argued that the system required improved learning system in areas of spelling, grammar and punctuation to redress the failing that he called The Progressive Betrayal’ of children.  Which has been caused through the failings of people in power actively trying to prevent millions of the poorest children from getting the education they require (Walker, 2013). 

These failing are seen throughout the child educational service, however it can be argued that it is even more so unequal when focusing on proceeding to University. Universities were almost completely privatised following the introduction of the £9,000 a year private tuition fees in 2012 (Dorling, 2018). This decision happened after the Liberal Democrats formed the infamous coalition government with conservatives in 2010, they decided this after they had pledge to abolish tuition fees. This change saw a movement from the previously criticised £3,000 a year cost which then tripled to 9,000. This created another barrier which often excluded individuals from poverty to accessing this education. The lack of this qualification could prevent further career opportunities, increased economic staus and knowledge. By adopting this method it is argued that these individuals are being prevented from exiting from poverty. 

Transitioning from child poverty into adulthood
As explained in The National Academies of Sciences, Engineering, and Medicine (2019) there is an association of issues which are evident in an adult who has experience child poverty. These issues are delinquency, likelihood of unwholesome behaviour, criminal actions lower educational attainment and employment issues. These factor see a rippling effect through the individual’s life which result in difficulties to act according to the requirements of society. 

This belief is supported by the findings made by Fitzsimons et al (2017). They state that the ‘BAD’ childhood mental health are likely to have large effects on the individual’s adulthood. The findings from the childhood health found that the individual’s poor mental health creates an outcome of a reduced family income by around 10% for each of the childhood mental health components. This finding argues that the individual would have a higher probability of being not married or employed. These circumstances are exacerbated when the individual has experienced toxic stresses through their childhood due to poverty (Li and Anderson, 2018). These stresses cause factors within the wellbeing of the individual. It his is seen through forms of under nutrition this can be caused through lifestyle (substance misuse) or through deficiencies in areas of material attachment or unhealthy behaviours within this area. The adverse socioeconomic environments which are exposed to the child result in the child aiming to achieve a risked change of excessively catch-up growth or early adiposity rebound. However, the Sustainable Development goals created by the United Nations suggest that the experiences face by those who have experience child poverty are gain the skills of survival which allows the individuals to be resilient (Blomstedt et al, 2018).  

Conclusion
Whilst the effects of poverty on a child is clear from before they are even born the scars of this societal issue can often be evident throughout the individual’s life. As stated above the gaps created throughout the stages of development increased, as the individual’s progress. The evidence that the economy of the household depends on the progress of the child and the attachments to this. The children from lower economic households are more likely to gain difficulties, health conditions and a characteristics which will see them and their families more likely to fall under the same category. Schemes such as ‘The Three Generation’ are in place to conquer the generational factors of this issue. 

Zoe Williams has studied the issue and the effects cause to the child from being exposed to this issue. Her critical views of what she perceives as the exploitation of the children in these environments (Knight et al, 2018). She states that the media and government benefit from this exploitation. Her argument is supported by the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child 1989. Statements from the articles included, state that the child has the ‘right to benefit from social security’ and have the ‘right to a standard of living adequate to their physical, social and mental development’. These articles support her belief that the child’s rights should include the ‘right not to be hungry’. This statement follows from the experience that was undertaken for this study. The experience that was gained saw the environments as a horror movie’ where having ‘empathy is like fear’ which often results in the children developing behavioural and character issues as a form to survive. ’This belief supports the previous statement that the welfare of the child takes precedent and if the result of this provision is away from their poverty stricken home then it would allow the child to access equal opportunities to their peers.

This is backed by a study performed by Stewar and Roberts (2019) questioning local authorities, frontline services and experts to measure child poverty. This study found that there was a lack to create an absolute indicator for child poverty. This can be perceived that the individuals believe that there is many contributors to the issue. This is followed by a comment gathered from the study, this comment states that income is only important in so far as basic needs can be met but poverty affects much more than the basic needs of the individual. This can be argued to change depending on the community the individual is in. evidence from the poverty faced in Birkenhead has shown that the families from this community have a greater coping method due to the majority of the families within the community also being in poverty.  
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