Handout 12
Guidelines for Writing the Methodology for Quantitative Studies
	Essential Component
	What to address?
	Example

	The research design
	· Review the purpose of a survey and the rationale for its selection as a design in the present study.

· Indicate whether the survey is cross-sectional or longitudinal.
	· This was a cross-sectional descriptive study.

· A survey questionnaire was employed as the instrument to collect the primary data.  

	Population and sample
	· Describe the population in the study, the sampling design, the sampling frame and the sample size.  
	· The target population of the study was all the senior hospitality students in The Hong Kong Polytechnic University, Zhongshan University and Shanghai Institute of Tourism.  The sample size is 300.

	Instrumentation
	· Identify the survey instrument to be used in the study.  Discuss whether it is a self-designed instrument, a modified instrument, or an existing instrument.

· If an existing instrument is used, describe the established validity and reliability of the instrument.

· Indicate the major content sections in the instrument.

· Discuss plans for pilot testing the instrument.

· For a mailed survey, identify the measures being taken to ensure a high response rate.
	· A survey questionnaire was employed as the instrument to collect primary data.

	Data collection procedures
	· Describe the venue, timeline, survey schedule, and staffing (i.e., who are the interviewers) for the present study.
	· Two separate questionnaires were distributed to the students - one week before internship training and another immediately following the three-month internship by mail.

	Data analysis procedures
	· Indicate the statistical methods used to answer the research objectives of the present study.
	· The mean, standard deviation and frequency were calculated to find out the distribution and ranking of each attribute. The paired t-test was used to examine whether there was a significant difference between students’ career expectations and perceptions before and after internship and whether there is a significant difference between the ratings of importance on career selection attributes before and after internship.

	Limitations of the study
	· Indicate the potential weaknesses of the present study.
	· One limitation of the study should be addressed. The sample was drawn exclusively from three institutions, one in Hong Kong and two cities in Mainland China. The results should therefore not be generalised to students from other parts of China and the findings should be limited to the population studied.
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