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From a Global Perspective and referring to local and 
Global policies, critically discuss barriers to engagement in
Education for children in one country of your choice.
Compare your findings to the situation for children in the UK.
In this assignment, the author will be referring to local and global policies from a global perspective, then will identify and demonstrate a critical understanding of the barriers in which universal education is facing today, also, the role of governments and international organisations to help them seek into overcoming these barriers. Secondly, will critically discuss the barriers and the engagement in education for children in Mozambique and will compare the education system to Wales. Furthermore, will demonstrate a critical appreciation of the value of sustainable global education community. Thereafter, will discuss ACRWC and UNCRC, Article 28. Lastly, will conclude all findings, then summarise and justify the authors’ opinion about the comparisons to the education system in Mozambique and Wales.
Global perspective means there is a lot more than understanding business, international organisations and career opportunities worldwide. To develop more understanding of global perspective it involves: taking a boarder approach with critical experience, knowledge and learning. It also involves in seeking an understanding of the links between our own lives and other people around the world. Global perspectives also helps develop skills, attributes and values. By helping to develop these it will help people work together across countries and cultures and change for ‘common good’ to take control of their own lives. The change will help pursuit of becoming a more sustainable world, where people empowered and resources and more equitably shared out.					Global Perspectives (2012)

Since 1994, Mozambique has been known to be an extremely low income country since the civil war had ended. This included poor infrastructure and weak economy. However, since 2006 there has be a five per cent increase annually in restoring their growth and welfare. The majority of the population in Mozambique is living on less than $1.25 per day. This shows the country is in extreme poverty. In 1996-1997, there was 81 per cent living in poverty, compared to 2008 it was 60 per cent. Meanwhile, while Mozambique is still known to be a deprived country it has improved over the past 20 years. 
Over the past two decades Mozambique has contributed a strong economic growth. Over a period of time the investment in social and economic infrastructure has been improved and extended the access to public services, this has reduced the welfare inequalities and has improved and supported the community of an average Mozambican. Nevertheless, Mozambique has sustained high growth by a combination of resources, which has been funded by foreign direct investment and sector service since 2003. However, more than 60 percent of Mozambicans live in the rural areas where income growth has developed. The rural areas, where most of the Mozambicans live is known to be gradual. The main development that is a challenge for Mozambique is to accelerate the economies development as a country. This could involve redesigning its growth patterns and would be beneficial to a larger population. 
							Education Reform in Mozambique 
Mozambique Government had faced a massive deficit in education. During the twenty year civil war which has caused difficulties in accessing areas outside capitals. However, during this time Mozambique have faced high level of severe poverty. In fact, 50 percent of the gross enrolment into primary schools, whereas, the net enrolment was below 40 percent. In Mozambique, schools in many rural areas did not exist. The infrastructure was in very poor condition. Schools has a lack of resources, for example, books, supplies etc.… many teachers in schools are not qualified to teach. However, the Mozambique government policy states to provide an adequate education for all individuals which focusses on primary education. Mozambique Government states that their main strategy is to focus on universal primary education and for all students to achieve their potential goals. However, the infrastructure network is also developing and the efficiency of the use of resources within schools.  
Evidently, Mozambique is improving the access to lower and upper primary schools which is sustained through investments within education since 2004. During 2004-2005 Mozambique faced some barriers, which formulated into the education strategies. The policies had aimed to ensure every pupil was to reach their educational objectives. The government policy is to ensure that the educational intervention is equality. In 2003, the more deprived families would live further away from the school. This would leave less income to spend on the children because they would spend it on getting to and from school. In addition, the policy is there to help invest for deprived families and help invest low income households and could possibly be more beneficial for children than the wealthier children. 	
Education Reform in Mozambique 
According to USAID (2017), 94 percent of Mozambican girls enrol into primary schools, however, more than half will drop out of school by the fifth grade, the other half will continue on to secondary education, just one percent of females will continue onto college. Additionally, two- thirds of children will leave the system without the basic reading, writing and numeracy skills. USAID’s approach is to work closely with schools, teachers, administrators, parents and communities to help improve early grade literacy skills. This will help teachers, school directors, to improve learning resources, and to encourage children to read. This will promote the engagement in education within the community and parents. The Mozambican reports state that less than half of the population will finish primary school and only 8 percent will transition to secondary education.   							www.usaid.gov
Meanwhile, Mozambique faces many global challenges, these global challenges will change in how people act and think of human beings. Education must be transformative and to be shared the values and morals of life. Education plays a central role to help the country become more peaceful, tolerant and inclusive environment. It gives the community and understanding of skills and values, as these challenges are being resolved today. 
Some barriers to global citizenship is the current education system in Mozambique. Schools are there for people to learn and get an education, by passing exams and proceed onto college and graduate into a career. Nowadays, Mozambique face much more barriers of increasing global citizens. For example, promoting respect and responsibilities across the culture has not been the priority in education. Therefore, global citizenship is changing their ways of doing things and will bring more about resistance. This involves changing the organisation of education and make it more relevant about life and global challenges. They will do this by introducing more teaching and learning approaches. Evidently, female children are disadvantaged in Mozambique. However, Africa experiences much worse conditions than Wales. 										www.unesco.org

According to Wales online, Wales is known to be a high income country. The Welsh Government has the final say over most of the education policies, this includes: schools, colleges and universities since 1999. In the UK especially Wales and England education has departed considerably over the past 16 years. The Welsh Government has set the national curriculum in all schools over Wales, which was introduced in 1988. The national curriculum prescribes what should be taught to ensure every student throughout Wales should be taught the same standard of education. However, this is all set to change from the policies that is set in place, the key stages have been recommended in the near future to be re-placed with progression steps. This will help support teacher, parents and pupils to move through their education successfully. 
In Wales, teaching and learning the Welsh language is compulsory until the pupil is 16 years old. The Welsh Government believes that every child learning in Wales should leave school with the Welsh language fluently. 					www.walesonline.co.uk
The education system in Wales is all about having equal opportunities so the students can reach their potential educational targets. The system will also help develop their social and life skills, economic and growth consistency. In 2011, fifteen year olds results were lower than average performances, but, in 2009, Programme for International Student Assessment (PISA) was launched in Wales. This is to help reform the school improvement with a range of policies to progress the quality and equity of the Wales education system. In January 2016, Wales has 467,000 students, 13 nurseries, 1,310 primary schools, 7 middle schools (which include both primary and secondary), 205 secondary schools and 39 special schools according to the Welsh Government, (2016). As mentioned previously, education in Wales is compulsory from five to sixteen year olds. However, 98 percent of Wales’s children start their education at the age of four and 80 percent continued onto further education. The compulsory stage in split up into four stages, which include: Foundation Phase, Key Stage 2, Key Stage 3 and Key Stage 4. 
The Foundation Phase was announced in 2010, and is a mixture of children from early years and the first two years of compulsory education. The Foundation Phase aims to produce play-based learning approach. Children in the Foundation Phase are aged between three and seven years old. Schools across Wales have had the national curriculum since 2008, which is drawn up by the Welsh Government. In the 21st century the curriculum in Wales from Foundation Phase to Key Stage 4 (aged 3-16 years) has a new curriculum to follow, which entails: literacy, numeracy and digital competencies with a range of other cross-curricular activities. This new curriculum will be implemented fully by 2021 for 3-16 year olds.  
								Education Reform in Wales 
BBC news states the Wales education system is committed to the community and comprehensive education is carried out to learners through English, Welsh, and bilingually. Further education in Wales has high expectations in the quality of teaching and learning and all schools in Wales offer good inclusive practice, social inclusion, equal opportunities and bilingualism. However, Mozambican schools do not have this opportunity because of the high level of pupils dropping out at such an early stage in their education, students leave school not knowing the basic literacy and numeracy skills, which also includes basic living skills. Wales have over 19,000 international coming from over 170 different countries and they have enrolled into higher education by personal choice. 				www.bbcwales.com 
According to the Welsh Government, (2010) Wales education system faces some barriers today. Some barriers to learning children may experience today may include: cognitive, curriculum, motivational and personal skills, and physical difficulties. Additional, barriers to learning could include social and emotional environment. However, every individual experiences difference learning needs, so therefore, they will experience different barriers to learning. If a pupil finds the learning difficult, then the teacher should explain the work a different way for the pupil to understand it better. Evidently, some children’s learning difficulties could be ignored in an environmentally focused approach. 
										learning.gov.uk 
According to BBC, the UK Government has set up the National testing for literacy and numeracy for students in Key Stage 2 and Key Stage 3. Meanwhile, since 2007, Wales has had a definite difference within the education system called Welsh Baccalaureate. Welsh Baccalaureate is an additional subject taught in secondary school to Key Stage 4 students, they will receive a GCSE at the end without having to sit an exam. Through the Welsh Baccalaureate, students will have the opportunity to do work experience or voluntary placements. This will help the learners gain experience as well as getting the qualification. Nevertheless, Mozambique does not give students this opportunity because of the lack of financing to support the education system. 					www.bbc.co.uk  
In comparison to Mozambique, education in Wales is compulsory from the age of five to sixteen years old. Whereas, Mozambique they have a choice and the majority of girls will drop out of primary education by the time they get to the fifth grade. In Wales, it’s the law for students to attend primary and secondary education. Education is free throughout the UK, however, Wales to have the option to have education privately. Mozambique also has the option for private and public schooling. However, the majority of pupils in Mozambique have public schooling because of the high level of poverty within the country, whereas, Wales have increased numbers that attends private education for the wealthier families. Wales has risen for students that have further and higher education through personal choice, whereas, Mozambique children by the fifth grade will tend to leave school to go to work and help their parents and bring in an extra income, because the females have no choice, but to go out and work as they are in poverty and need the money to live. Wales has 27,700 qualified teachers, compared to Mozambique, they have no qualified teachers. Whereas, over 20 countries in the African continent including Mozambique are affected by child marriage from as young as 15 years old. In Wales, marriage under the age of 18 is against the governmental and legal laws. However, in Mozambique child marriage includes: customary/traditional beliefs, which provides security.  
								UWTSD, Handout, 20/12/2017
According to UN Convention on the rights of Children 1989, (UNCRC) Article 28 states every individual has the right to an education, and has an opinion to achieve this right gradually on the basis of equal opportunities, by making primary education compulsory and available and free to all. To also inspire the development of secondary education and to make it available and easy accessible to every child. 
The UNCRC has a national agreement that protects the education of all children’s rights under the age of 18 years old. In 1989, the UN General Assembly was approved. The UNCRC says that children had needed this special convention for them to protect children under 18 years of age in need of special care. Also, they UNCRC had to ensure that they world had recognised that every child had the same rights to everyone else. The UNCRC is the first legally binging convention to integrate the full range of human rights including: civil, cultural, economic, political and social rights. Thereafter, the UNCRC has four key principles, which includes: non-discrimination; devotion to the best interests of the child; the rights to have a life; survival and development; and respect for the child’s values and opinions. The convention is there to protect the child’s rights by setting high expectations in health care; education; legal; civil; and social services. Additionally, there are 54 articles within the UN Convention (1989), the UK governments work together to ensure all children should get their rights they are entitled too.											UN, (1989)
Save the Children states the African Charter on the rights and welfare of the child, (ACRWC) was originated in 1990 and was (previously known as OAU) was adapted by the African Union. However, the charter came in force in 1999. The African Charter has been dedicated to by the child rights, which is similar to the UN Convention on the Child Rights (CRC). This has been set out the rights for children’s education and outlines universal principles and averages for the status of the children. The importance of ACRWC is to support the civil community on children’s rights. However, Save the Children suggests that African civil society has influenced a member of the African Union to prioritise human rights.  However, the ACRWC states the rights of woman in Africa is sexual harassment, torture is within their beliefs and culture. As for child marriage in African countries including Mozambique says, ‘how does a minor gain security from being forced to engage in sexual reproduction, childbearing and birth’. 
									Unicef, (unknown date)
The main two barriers to education are: financial and circumstantial. Since 2000, there has been much progress in education. In low income countries such as Mozambique, there 84 million less children and adults out of school, 52 million of these are females, 34 million have gone to school due to intensive efforts, and two-thirds of children has been enrolled into primary schools. Although, one-third of these children have met their educational targets. However, over half of the population in Mozambique did not make it to secondary school. Overall, 121 million learners are still out of education. 
Mozambique has major issues concerning inequalities within education is still continuing. Whereas, Wales education system thrives for inclusion, according to UNCRC. Education attainment is lower in deprived areas than people who live in wealthier areas. People who live in poverty or low-income families are five times highly likely not to complete primary education, whereas, people who have money will complete their education. In deprived countries such as Mozambique, nine years of education was considered to be enough to go out and work. However, poverty forces children out of education earlier than they should so they can go out to work to get clean water and food. Maslow theories states that every individual should have access to available clean water, food and other basic needs. The Welsh Government ensures that every child in Wales is provided with a free breakfast in breakfast club, for the disadvantaged families. The disadvantages families are having difficulties accessing primary schools in 2015. Education attainment inequalities in primary schools still remain and also, has increased within Wales. 
From a global perspective, the community has provided school grants to run mobile schooling and there a higher enrolment for girls education. Due to lack of educational funding the government has stepped up and made education accessible and available to all children, and the government to fund free school meals for the deprived families. Maslow’s theory agrees with this as every human being needs the basic needs to live. Primary education children learn the basic learning skills, whereas, secondary education they learn the skills to achieve a good education for a good career, so they have the potential not to be poverty.  Globally needs to make low income countries more computer literate, this is aimed to improve the financial gap. 
According to the UN (1989) no child should be denied an education because every child and adult has the right to an education, no matter what the gender, disability, language inequalities they are all human beings, so therefore they all have the rights the same as everyone else. In Mozambique where there is extreme poverty, parents are forced to make the decision to take them out of education at primary age and force them into work. 
								UWTSD, Handout, 20/12/2017
To conclude, if the government’s education systems was made more accessible and available and free to all learners, then there will be less poverty globally. Whereas, in Wales it is made compulsory, therefore, primary and secondary education should be made compulsory for all learners. This will decrease the deprived families worldwide, and will give them the opportunity to graduate and give them a choice to go onto further or higher education and have a good career prospect. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]However, if the countries governments will help fund the people who is living in serve poverty for example, health care and education being the main priorities, there will be less people dying through hunger and diseases through drinking dirty water.  
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