Part 1
During Professional Teaching Experience I was given the task to select a suitable welsh story and read it to a group of children. I decided the ideal opportunity to do this was during my time in the foundation phase, Year One Class. I had chosen this class because I had previously taught them a Welsh lesson on fruit - this gave me the chance to grasp the student’s ability of Welsh and then choose a suitable book that they would understand. During my time in the Year One class I had helped them prepare their continuous provision of “Siop Llysiau a Ffrwythau”. This linked to my Welsh lesson and to my choice of book - Tedi Twt yn Siopa. The learning intention of this book was to be able to use the phrase “ga I …” to state what fruit they would like to buy and then use this phrase whilst in their ‘role play corner’ of the class room. The success criteria of this was determined during a secondary activity after the story. The students were given flash cards of fruit to pick and include “ga i …” in the sentence. The higher-level students could also incorporate “os gwelwch yn dda”. My personal target for this activty was to be expressive and engaging whilst reading the story to the students.

Part 2
https://youtu.be/xUOaNyqKk_g
Part 3 
During the Professional Teaching Experience, reflection was an excellent tool to aid teacher development and help set personal targets for improvement; “Essentially, reflective practice is a process of thinking through professional issues, problems or dilemmas, which do not have an obvious solution.” (Reflective Practice, Welsh Government, pp 3-4, 2015). Whilst on PTE we were expected to complete an ARC reflection after every day. These reflections focus on a critical incident to help the trainee process their feelings toward the incident and reach a solution for the incident.  By using the ARC reflections for six weeks I have found them extremely beneficial and proactive to my learning and developing as a teacher. Therefore, I will be using this method to reflect on my recent Welsh story task.
My initial feelings regarding the Welsh story were mostly positive; I was very pleased with how the students had retained information from the Welsh lesson I had previously taught. I was also relieved that my teaching from the Welsh lesson had been effective and memorable enough for them to apply that knowledge in this task also. My personal target for this activity was to read the story in an expressive and engaging manner; I wanted the children to enjoy this Welsh activity. Upon reflection I was very happy with my performance whilst reading the story; the students were clearly engaged with my questions and I received positive feedback after the activity. 
As mentioned previously, the students’ ability to refer to their prior knowledge from the previous Welsh lesson was a very positive aspect to this learning experience. This enabled me to engage the children’s prior knowledge of the subject. Subject prior knowledge is very important to constructivism theorists. “Constructivists believe that prior knowledge impacts the learning process. This is often one's first approach towards solving novel problems. Information not connected with a learner's prior experiences will be quickly forgotten.” (Learning Theory, 2019). By working towards this theory there will be a better chance of the children remembering this new sentence pattern which will make them more inclined to use it in a role play setting. The literacy skill I wanted to enhance during this activity was “Developing and presenting information and ideas” and encouraged the students do this by “speaking audibly, conveying meaning to listeners beyond their friendship group” (Welsh Government, 2013). This was evident to see whilst I was asking questions. Each child was eager to answer, speaking clearly and, very often, correctly. During the “ga i …” activity the children did need some prompts with the new sentence but once prompted spoke confidently and pronounced the sentence excellently. The literacy skill enhancement during this activity was a very positive aspect upon reflection. 
The first aspect of this learning experience that I found disappointing was the lack of numeracy skills present. In previous Welsh lessons, the students had sorted the welsh fruit and vegetable names into categories with more than one criterion, which was an excellent enhancement of numeracy skills, but I found that this was hard to incorporate the activity was only five minutes long. Secondly I found my own pronunciation to be disappointing at times. Once I had found a suitable book, I began to question my pronunciation of the word “cei”. Whilst practising alone I would originally pronounce the word like “key”. Throughout my practising I felt as though I was pronouncing this word incorrectly, so I referred to my notes from my university Welsh lessons. Unfortunately, I found no support on this particular word there. I did not feel comfortable turning to the internet as I felt the computerised voice would hinder my understanding, so I turned to my class mentor. Through questioning and observation, I found that she pronounced the word like “kai” so I decided it would be a good choice to follow her pronunciation. By doing this I felt as though there would be less confusion to the students if the pronunciation throughout their learning is consistent. Despite this, I am still unsure whether I pronounced the word correctly which is disappointing as it makes me feel less confident about my story reading to the children. 
To ensure effective teaching and learning in the future I will be keeping the same expressional manner and use questioning to ensure the students are engaged; children are far more likely to retain information if it is learned through an enjoyable exercise. I would also use the story’s character and sentence pattern to introduce a follow-on activity. I found that using a story with a well-known character, and a sentence pattern that is repeated throughout, is an extremely effective way to get the children engaged with what they are about to learn. This made the following activity a lot more playful for the children, which in turn will enhance their learning. “Providing high quality planned experiences for children’s play is an important way for adults to support children’s learning that is both enjoyable and challenging. When children play, they are learning at the highest level” (Early Years Matters, 2019).
I believe the most disappointing element was my lack of confidence when pronouncing certain welsh words, the word “cei” in particular. This was due to my subject knowledge of the task not being at its best.  By not resolving my doubts when it came to this word left me with a lack of confidence which I feel hindered my performance as a whole. This element also had the potential to create more disappointing elements, such as the students questioning the pronunciation or learning another pronunciation of the same word which would leave them confused and unsure which is right, similarly to myself. The Successful Futures Review states “the teaching and learning of Welsh is a priority for the Welsh Government. It forms a key element of the Area of Learning and Experience, with the intention that Welsh language will be compulsory to age 16.” (Donaldson. G, 2015). This push for the teaching and learning of Welsh is very important in schools. Therefore, my knowledge on the subject needs to be adequate; an improvement to my Welsh speaking is an essential goal in my teacher training.
 A possible solution to this disappointing element could be questioning the pronunciation of the word further to ensure that my doubts would be cleared. This pronunciation could also be checked with other members of the school staff to ensure continuity throughout the students learning of the Welsh Language. Another solution could be selecting a story in which I am comfortable with the pronunciation of all the words. The issue with this solution is that I would be limited to what books I would feel fully comfortable reading and the students’ learning would also be limited as a result. The best solution to this issue is improving my own subject knowledge in this area so that I feel fully comfortable with what and I am teaching so that I can correct the student’s pronunciation and answer any questions they have with clarity and confidence. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]After reflecting on this learning experience, the next time I do an activity of this kind I will certainly make sure that my subject knowledge is at a good standard. By having a sound knowledge of what I am teaching my confidence and ability to perform the story will also be raised and to a higher standard than this experience.
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