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1. [bookmark: _Toc158838605]Reflections on the Designed Curriculum
Developing the Information Assurance and Security curriculum has been a rewarding and intellectually stimulating experience that has significantly contributed to my professional growth. This journey has been not only professionally rewarding but also an intellectually invigorating endeavour that has significantly enriched my skill set and perspective in the realm of education and information security. As I reflect on this process, several key aspects come to mind:
Starting by the meticulous exploration of the information security landscape demanded a thorough examination of diverse subjects, ranging from foundational concepts to cutting-edge topics like digital forensics and risk management (Casey and Souvignet, 2020). This immersion has not only broadened my knowledge base but has also provided me with a nuanced understanding of the intricate challenges that professionals in the field face regularly.
Moreover, the emphasis on seamlessly blending theoretical knowledge with practical skills has been pivotal in the curriculum design (Kovacs et al., 2020). The intentional structuring of lectures, labs, and assessments ensures that students not only comprehend theoretical concepts but also gain hands-on experience. This approach aligns with the dynamic nature of the industry, where professionals are expected to translate their knowledge into effective action (Haupt, Kanzow and others, 2023).
As such, adapting the curriculum to cater to Level 4 students pursuing the CertHE Programme at UWTSD involved a thoughtful and inclusive approach. Balancing the needs of newcomers with those of professionals seeking to enhance their expertise has sharpened my ability to create educational materials that are accessible, engaging, and beneficial for a diverse range of learners.
The incorporation of various learning environments, from traditional classrooms to hands-on labs and virtual settings, reflects a commitment to fostering a dynamic and engaging educational experience (Basu and Lohani, 2023). Recognising and accommodating different learning styles within the developed curriculum will not only enhance the student experience but will also challenge me to continually innovate in instructional design.
Furthermore, the inclusion of guest lectures from industry experts within the developed curriculum plan has been a highlight, providing students with real-world insights and connecting them to the current trends and practices in information security (Dey, 2024). Coordinating with these professionals will not only enrich the curriculum but will also expand my professional network, creating valuable connections for future collaboration.
In addition, the establishment of a robust continuous evaluation system has fostered a culture of ongoing learning. Regular assessments through exams, assignments, and practical projects ensure that students remain engaged throughout the semester, promoting a deeper understanding of the material and allowing for the measurement of their progress (Tai, Ajjawi and Umarova, 2021). With that, I have learned that regular assessments, including exams, assignments, and practical projects, not only will keep students engaged but will also serve as powerful tools for gauging their progress.
In short, the development of the Information Assurance and Security curriculum has been transformative, notably enhancing my instructional design skills. Creating a curriculum that seamlessly integrates theoretical knowledge with practical applications required a nuanced understanding of pedagogical strategies and catering to diverse learning styles. This experience not only refined my curriculum development approach but also expanded my repertoire of effective teaching methodologies. Additionally, the journey deepened my subject matter expertise in the dynamic field of information security, covering fundamental concepts to advanced digital forensics and risk management. Staying current with industry trends and collaborating with experts enriched my knowledge, ensuring the curriculum remains relevant and prepares students for real-world intricacies in information security.
2. [bookmark: _Toc158838606]Reflections on the Peer Review Feedback
The feedback on the proposed Information Assurance and Security curriculum has proven invaluable for refining instructional design and ensuring effectiveness. The peer commentary offers thoughtful insights that require careful consideration to enhance clarity and align with pedagogical best practices. The reflections on the received feedback are elaborated below: 
[bookmark: _Toc158838607]Reviewer Feedback 1:

One notable point of feedback revolves around the perceived lack of clarity regarding the curriculum's specific need for the CertHE level. The reviewer raises a valid concern about the necessity of articulating why this curriculum is tailored for this particular level. In response, I recognise the importance of explicitly stating the target audience within the introduction. By clearly outlining this focus at the outset, I aim to enhance the transparency of the curriculum's relevance to the CertHE level.
Additionally, the feedback on the format of aims and learning outcomes aligns with the need for clarity and measurability. While I appreciate the acknowledgment of the information's validity, the suggestion to present them in a bullet-pointed, measurable metric approach, akin to Bloom's taxonomy, aligns with best practices. Adapting the aims and outcomes to this format, with clear action verbs, will enhance measurability and facilitate a more straightforward assessment of student achievement. This adjustment will be incorporated to ensure alignment with recognized educational standards.
Moreover, the recommendation for an early clarifying statement about the module focus is well-received. I acknowledge the importance of avoiding potential confusion, especially for those not intimately familiar with the content. By explicitly stating that the proposal focuses on one module within the larger curriculum, I aim to provide clarity from the outset, addressing the reviewer's suggestion.
Furthermore, the concerns raised about the necessity of exams and the potential burden of assessments in a 15-credit module are thought-provoking. While exams are traditional assessment tools, the reviewer rightly questions their relevance in a field where real-world scenarios often allow for referencing. To address this, I will reconsider the necessity of exams and, if retained, ensure they align with practical, real-world scenarios. Additionally, clarification on which assessments are formative and summative will be provided to alleviate concerns about the workload.
Similarly, the positive feedback on the content in the Security Governance and Risk Management modules is encouraging. The suggested tweaks to learning outcomes for clarity and measurability will be implemented. Commendations on the alternation of learning activities affirm the effectiveness of the instructional design in maintaining engagement, reinforcing the importance of varied teaching approaches.
Lastly, the feedback on the presentation style and slides, particularly regarding the need for varied formats, less wordiness, and more visuals, is noted. Recognising the subjective nature of this feedback, I will endeavour to strike a balance that caters to different learning styles, ensuring that the slides are engaging and accessible.
[bookmark: _Toc158838608]Reviewer Feedback 2:
The feedback regarding the rationale and purpose of the curriculum highlights the importance of explicitly emphasising the significance of lab work. I acknowledge the validity of this suggestion and recognise the need to articulate the specific role of lab work within the learners' experience and the broader context of the curriculum.
Moreover, the critique regarding the aims and objectives underscores the necessity for greater definition, particularly in measuring elements such as technical proficiency, ethical decision-making, and adaptability. I agree with the suggestion for increased specificity in outlining how these elements will be measured. Providing clear metrics for assessing the acquisition of a comprehensive skill set is crucial, and I will revise the curriculum to incorporate specific evaluation criteria, ensuring a more transparent and measurable approach.
In addition, the recommendation to be more specific in outlining essential reading is constructive. To enhance consistency and relevance, I will consider incorporating specific chapters from essential resources within the content outline. This adjustment will not only provide clear guidance to students but also ensure alignment with the overall curriculum design.
Furthermore, the suggestion to provide a quick note on how professional standards apply is acknowledged. While these standards are listed, I recognise the value of a brief explanation for individuals less familiar with them, ensuring a comprehensive understanding of their relevance within the context of the curriculum.
Lastly, the feedback on lesson plans underscores the importance of aligning them with the content outline and ensuring clarity on the incorporation of case studies and activities. I will revise the lesson plans to explicitly indicate when case studies and activities will be integrated, promoting consistency and facilitating a smoother learning experience for both students and future instructors.
[bookmark: _Toc158838609]Reviewer Feedback 3:
The feedback is generally positive, acknowledging the strengths of the proposal while suggesting constructive improvements. The curriculum justification is highlighted as a strong point, emphasising the relevance of the topic in the digital age. The suggestion that the justification is well-detailed and pertinent to a Level 4 area of study is affirming. It's a validation that the proposed content aligns with the intended academic level, ensuring appropriateness for the target audience.
Moreover, the aims and learning objectives, identified as comprehensive and detailed, receive positive recognition. The inclusion of ethical considerations is noted as particularly important for a topic such as cybersecurity. However, the suggestion to reconsider the verb used in a learning objective related to the global implications of cybersecurity is a thoughtful one. Acknowledging the challenge of quantifying and proving understanding, I will carefully review and possibly modify the verb to ensure clarity and measurability while maintaining the objective's intent.
Additionally, the detailed course structure is acknowledged for its comprehensiveness, covering various elements relevant to the curriculum. The appropriateness of the course duration is noted, considering the diverse content to be covered. The incorporation of various learning activities in lesson plans to encourage engagement and participation is recognised as a strength. This aligns with the pedagogical approach, combining theoretical concepts with practical, hands-on learning experiences.
Lastly, concerns about the table structure and PowerPoint presentations are noted, emphasising the need for enhanced clarity. The suggestion to include table headers on each page and the consideration of extending lecture time to accommodate the extensive material are valid points. 
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[bookmark: _Toc158838611]Appendices

	Peer Review Feedback

[bookmark: _Toc158838612]Curriculum Number: 3

A clear justification has been provided for the proposed curriculum with an appropriate target audience.
	 Yes, the report not only justifies the need for the Hotel and Hospitality Leadership Essentials curriculum in response to the challenges and demands of the hospitality sector but also identifies a suitable target audience, particularly emphasizing the appeal to younger learners seeking quick entry into the workforce.



The aims and objectives for the curriculum are appropriate for the topic and learning group
	The aims and objectives are appropriate for the topic of hospitality leadership, as they emphasize practical education, relevant skills, and real-world application. The curriculum appears well-suited for students aiming to pursue successful careers in the service sector.



The proposed curriculum has a suitable structure for the needs of the topic and the cohort.
	The curriculum structure seems comprehensive, incorporating theoretical knowledge, practical applications, and assessments using appropriate resources. The use of simulations enhances experiential learning, and the alignment of topics with industry demands appears well-suited for the cohort interested in Hotel and Hospitality Leadership Essentials.



Where appropriate, there was consideration given to relevant professional standards/benchmarking statements in the design of the curriculum.
	Yes, the curriculum design demonstrates a comprehensive alignment with various professional standards, frameworks, and benchmarking statements, ensuring the program's credibility, recognition, and adherence to industry best practices.



Comments on the scheme of work that was designed.
	· The scheme of work demonstrates a commendable effort in aligning with various professional standards and benchmarking statements. By connecting the micro-credential to the UK Higher Education Professional Standards Framework, USW 2030 Curriculum Principles, UNESCO Sustainability Goals, QQA Subject Benchmarking, and the Future Generations Act in Wales, the curriculum ensures that it meets recognized industry and educational standards.

· The scheme of work incorporates active learning methods, including simulations like the Hotel Operations Tactics Simulation (HOTS), reflective writing sessions, and work-based learning modules. This approach not only engages students actively in the learning process but also provides them with practical experiences that mirror real-world scenarios. 

· The inclusion of the UNESCO Sustainability Goals and alignment with the Future Generations Act in Wales reflects a strong emphasis on global citizenship and sustainability within the curriculum. This demonstrates a forward-thinking approach, acknowledging the importance of responsible and ethical practices in the hospitality sector. 



Anything else that you would like to comment on?
	Overall, the curriculum design not only meets academic and professional standards but also embraces a forward-looking perspective, ensuring that students are equipped with a holistic set of skills and knowledge to thrive in the dynamic and challenging landscape of hotel and hospitality leadership.






		Peer Review Feedback

[bookmark: _Toc158838613]Curriculum Number: 6

A clear justification has been provided for the proposed curriculum with an appropriate target audience.
	 
The report provides a comprehensive justification for the proposed curriculum and clearly outlines the target audience, making a compelling case for the need and relevance of the refresher course for social work PEs in Local Authorities in Wales.



The aims and objectives for the curriculum are appropriate for the topic and learning group
	
The aims and learning outcomes presented in the curriculum align well with educational theories, are relevant to the topic of a refresher course for PEs, are specific and measurable, and are directly related to professional practice. Therefore, they appear to be appropriate for the targeted learning group and the context of the curriculum.



The proposed curriculum has a suitable structure for the needs of the topic and the cohort.
	
The proposed curriculum demonstrates a thoughtful and comprehensive structure that aligns with the needs of the topic and the targeted cohort of Practice Educators. The inclusion of varied learning methods and a systematic progression enhances the effectiveness of the training program.



Where appropriate, there was consideration given to relevant professional standards/benchmarking statements in the design of the curriculum.
	Consideration has been given to relevant professional standards and benchmarking statements in the design of the curriculum. Here are specific instances where this consideration is evident. Hence, it can be concluded that the curriculum demonstrates a conscious effort to align with relevant professional standards and benchmarking statements, ensuring that the content and structure are in line with the expectations and requirements of the social work profession.



Comments on the scheme of work that was designed.
	
· The scheme of work effectively integrates theoretical knowledge with practical application throughout the curriculum. Sessions cover a range of topics, from understanding National Occupational Standards and Codes of Professional Practice to practical skills like report writing, direct observations, and supervision. 

· The scheme of work demonstrates a well-thought-out and progressive structure. The sessions build upon each other in a logical sequence, facilitating a cohesive learning experience for PEs. Starting with an introduction and overview, the curriculum gradually covers essential aspects of the PE role, such as legal frameworks, reflective practice, and communication skills. 

· The inclusion of interactive and engaging learning activities, such as icebreakers, case studies, videos, and creative workshops, enhances the overall learning experience. The scheme incorporates a variety of methods that cater to different learning styles, making the curriculum more accessible and stimulating for participants.



Anything else that you would like to comment on?
	Overall, the curriculum is well-structured, but the following additional considerations could enhance its effectiveness and address potential areas of participant concern or need.

· While the learning outcomes for each session are clear and measurable, there could be more explicit mention of the assessment methods used to evaluate participants' understanding and application of the content. Additionally, detailing how feedback will be collected and utilised for continuous improvement would enhance the overall assessment strategy.

· While the curriculum mentions the option for both online and in-person delivery, providing more details on how the content will be adapted for each format could be helpful. Addressing the specific tools and platforms for online sessions and any adjustments made for in-person delivery would ensure a smooth and effective learning experience in different modalities.











	Peer Review Feedback

[bookmark: _Toc158838614]Curriculum number: 9

A clear justification has been provided for the proposed curriculum with an appropriate target audience.
	 The report provides a clear justification for the proposed curriculum, citing specific needs, societal challenges, research evidence, and feedback from a pilot program. The target audience is appropriately identified as parents, caregivers, and practitioners. The identified gaps and considerations for improvement demonstrate a responsive and iterative curriculum development process.



The aims and objectives for the curriculum are appropriate for the topic and learning group
	The aims and objectives outlined in the curriculum seem appropriate for the topic of ADHD and the learning group of parents and caregivers. The curriculum addresses specific needs, covers a comprehensive range of topics, and aligns with the challenges and gaps identified in the initial model and pilot program.



The proposed curriculum has a suitable structure for the needs of the topic and the cohort.
	
The proposed curriculum structure appears to be well-designed for the needs of the topic (ADHD) and the cohort (parents and caregivers). It covers a range of relevant topics, integrates expert input, encourages participant reflection, and ensures a logical progression of learning throughout the workshop.



Where appropriate, there was consideration given to relevant professional standards/benchmarking statements in the design of the curriculum.
	While the curriculum did not explicitly reference professional standards, it demonstrates alignment with various professional values, knowledge, understanding, and skills. The content reflects a commitment to inclusivity, collaboration, evidence-informed practices, and positive outcomes, suggesting consideration of relevant professional standards and benchmarking statements.



Comments on the scheme of work that was designed.
	· The scheme of work appears to take a holistic approach by integrating not only the necessary information about ADHD but also focusing on the emotional well-being of parents and caregivers. The inclusion of sessions on self-care, reflections, and reminders about well-being reinforces the understanding that effective parenting involves both knowledge and emotional support. 

· The inclusion of a Medication Q&A session with an ADHD Specialist Nurse indicates a thoughtful approach to incorporating expert knowledge into the curriculum. The collaboration with professionals from various backgrounds, including an ADHD Nurse, Educational Psychologist, and Disability Services Practitioners, reflects a commitment to providing a well-rounded and evidence-informed learning experience. 

· The scheme of work demonstrates a logical and progressive structure, with each session building upon the previous ones. The curriculum begins with foundational knowledge about ADHD, progresses to a deeper understanding of the condition and its impact, and then addresses specific behavioural management strategies. The final sessions focus on practical steps and positive approaches to parenting. 



Anything else that you would like to comment on?
	The scheme of work also appears to be sensitive to the diverse needs of the parents and caregivers participating in the workshop. The consideration of neurodiversity and the acknowledgment that some parents may also have ADHD, whether diagnosed or undiagnosed, reflects an awareness of the varied backgrounds and experiences within the learning group. 

Furthermore, the incorporation of a parent-to-parent support group that feeds into the curriculum development adds a valuable layer of community involvement and shared experiences. Involving parents who have personal experience with ADHD, along with their professional insights, enriches the curriculum with real-world perspectives

Overall, the scheme of work appears to be designed with a thoughtful and inclusive approach, considering both the educational and emotional aspects of parenting children with ADHD. 
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