Outline and critically assess the supposed justifications for either the practice of factory farming or the use of animals in research.
					Emily Hughes

	Factory farming is the idea of maximizing production whilst keeping cost low. Whilst the idea of that sounds good as a point of business is to earn more than what they spend, however the big problem of factory farming is the ethical side to this. This is because animals are put through such stress and they can get very ill and instead of treating the animal they would just slaughter it and start again. Also, what animals go through to produce eggs and milk is just clear abuse that no one cares about because they are still getting their milk and eggs. Furthermore, companies don’t consider the environmental problems of factory farming. Although there is both advantages and disadvantages to Factory farming, personally I hate it because of how the animals are treated.
The use of animals in research can be seen as very important and necessary, however I don’t agree with animal testing and I am very against using them for cosmetic products and for the benefit of people. Cosmetic products don’t need continuous testing as well already have products that work, why continue making new products and testing on animals for human gain isn’t always very beneficial.

	Some advantages of Factory Farming are that food is much more affordable because of the intensive methods that are used. This means families with lower income money are able to feed their family much more affordably. Being able to buy food much more affordably is good because this means families won’t starve or struggle to put food on the table for their families. With increasing amount of these farms popping up would mean an increase in jobs in the area. This is good economically as more people would go from unemployment to employed. Furthermore, factory farming means quicker meat production as you’ve got so many animals and because of the constant need and desire of meat by the general public this means factory farms can produce this. They are able to keep up with demand of more meet, milk, eggs, and other animal products. Keeping up with demands is very important especially for a business, if you unable to keep up with demands that means that supermarkets and other companies will not buy your products. This also means that every type of meat is available all year round and they are able to keep up with demand. Farming is important as it helps with our economy and we are able to feed the population and meet demands. Most of the population are meat eaters and that is fine. It’s the practice of factory farming that is cruel in itself. 

	Despite all these positives that factory farming can give us overall it’s horrendous. This is mainly how the animals are treated. These animals are often in cramped places and in close quarters to each other. This leads to stress and anxiety. Animals need to be able to move freely to stay healthy and because of how factory farming is they are kept inside which means they can only move so much. Being in such close quarters with each other they can be known to attack each other and injure and kill each other, and because everything is heavily reliant on machines and the fact there is thousands of animals, this means animals will be ignored and they will die of injuries and the dead animals ignored. Death of animals can lead to diseases and can cause serious health problems for animals surrounding them which can lead to a mass death of animals in the surrounding farm. Furthermore, how these animals are being raised and treated is unnatural, no living being deserves to go through such trauma, people wouldn’t want this happening to their own pets, so why allow this to happen to other animals that doesn’t deserve such treatment. 
Factory farming can also produce a low-meat quality, which means it’s not as good as the meat that comes from organic farm shops. This is because of the diet animals would be kept on in the factory farms because animals are fed to raise their weight it doesn’t mean they are meaty it suggests there is a lot of water in the meat and would most likely have a high fat content rather than actual meat. 
Animals are also separated from families, for example calves would be separated form their mothers so the milk would be taken from the mothers for the milk industry. This is actual quite cruel as this can cause animals to have anxiety from being separated from their young and vice versa. Furthermore, many animals are killed due to their gender, for example male chicken would be killed, because they are not useful to the egg industry. This is really unethical because they are just killing animals because it’s not what they need, and this means innocent lives are being taken. 
Animals may be genetically modified so they would grow quicker or produce more milk. This means farmers can save money whilst having the same number of animals yet producing more products than others because their animal is genetically modified. This can be seen an unethical as this can cause health problems for animals in the future, or we don’t know if the modification of genetics could harm people eating them in the future. The idea of genetically modifying animals for our benefit seems wrong because we are disregarding them as a living, feeling being because we want them to suit us. 
Furthermore, the amount of factory farming there is, means that small businesses that rely on selling meat and animal products would be put out of business because these companies are producing and selling products for less than small businesses would be. This is very important because small businesses are very important and the fact that multimillion businesses are putting small businesses out isn’t right. This means more people would be forced to buy from multimillion companies because the small business they go to has been put out. Factory farming itself is abuse and no living being deserves to go through such pain and trauma, and it shouldn’t matter if it was animal or not, every life has value. Farming can be done in a more ethical way than it is doing right now. Animals should not be kept in cramped places and surrounded by thousands of other animals. Big companies do not care as they want to make money quick and easy, and this is the fastest and easiest way to do it.

	A positive about animal testing is that it helps lead to discoveries of new and important cures and treatments, which is very important to the human race. The amount of animal research has contributed to treating cancers, and deadly diseases is so important. Furthermore, testing on animals helps us to see if new vaccinations are safe for the use of humans. By not testing on animals’ vaccines and other treatments may be very dangerous for humans. There is no alterative to testing on a full living system, they are able to test on cells, however research of cells is not beneficial for the research of the nervous system. So, to test on animals as a full body living system is much more beneficial and safer than using an actual human. Testing on animals is the closest researchers can get to testing on human beings, for example chimpanzees are very similar to humans because we share similar organs, and both are able to get similar illnesses and health conditions. This helps researchers to find and cure illnesses that affect both us and animals, so sometimes the research is beneficial for animals as well as humas. This is good to advance our knowledge of medicine as this can help us find remedies to certain illnesses. However, testing on animals is not hundred percent accurate. 

	However, there are many negatives as well, animal testing is animal abuse. In recent times there has been a demand of cruelty free products, and there is advanced technology where they are able to replicate skin, this means they are able to test on that instead of animals. What these animals go through is traumatizing and it’s unfair that we test on them because they aren’t human. It is known that animals feel, so do we dismiss animals’ feelings for our own purpose. Many of these animals are subjected to force feeding, food and water deprivation, and wounds inflictions. This is so they can study its effects and cures. This is abuse, and the fact that people are able to get away with this because animals are considered lesser is disgusting. Furthermore, we are fundamentally different species, the most used animals that is used in experiments are guinea pigs and they are far from humans. This means that because we are fundamentally different species different vaccines and cures will have different reactions.  Drugs such as aspirin and paracetamol, commonly used to treat people, are highly poisonous to cats, so if they tested this on cat’s aspirin and paracetamol could’ve been scrapped because it would’ve killed the cat, this is the same with penicillin, if they tested it on guinea pigs or rabbits instead of mice, the vaccine wouldn’t have been made because penicillin is deadly to those two animals. This can be a bad thing because results from animal testing could mislead researchers into ignore potential remedies. Fk-506 (tacrolimus) is used to lower the risk of your body rejecting an organ transplant, and this was almost discarded because of how the animal test results came out. This means animals are dying and suffering from results that could help us and vice versa. Animal testing isn’t reliable, and we are letting animals suffer because of it.
 People believe humans to be above animals because animals can’t speak like humans or have rational thoughts like us, however Peter Singer argues for animal welfare and states “…whenever experimenters claim that their experiments are important enough to justify the use of animals, we should ask them whether they would be prepared to use a brain-damaged human being at a similar mental level to the animals they are planning to use” (Peter Singer, Animal Liberation, Avon, 1991). Although it is a very sad way to put it, people who are brain-damaged are at that similar level with animals because they cannot communicate like non brain-damaged individuals do, and they do not have the rational thoughts like people who aren’t brain-damaged. But people would argue against using brain-damaged individuals because they are unable to consent to being used in an experiment, however this is the same with animals. They are unable to consent to being used in experiments why are we placing another living beings life above another, the only difference is one is human and another an animal and animals aren’t protected like humans are. 


	You can conclude that how companies and researchers treat animals is plain abuse. There is no justification of how they treat them, no matter if they are going to be slaughtered for food, they deserve aa good quality of life before they are killed. This is because they are still living, feeling beings and they don’t deserve to live what little of their life in fear and anxiousness. Both factory farming and animal testing is abuse and there needs to be laws to make sure that the animals have a quality of life because all of this is for the gain of humans and is disregarding any other life besides our own and we share the earth with these animals we shouldn’t consider ourselves superior. We wouldn’t consider doing this to our pets so why should other animals be different. Every animal is important to earth, and without animals we wouldn’t be able to survive, so we should treat and consider these animals as very important.
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