Different conceptions of the enviroment. 
The environment around us is a complex mix of physical, chemical, and biotic factors, which include climate and soil, and these are the very factors that make up and ultimately determine our survival. Peoples’ perceptions of what the enviroment is and how we are impacted by it vary depending on their background. Many take the human exceptionalism approach (Morton, 2015). However, there are some people who see their environments in a unique way, regarding it is far more than just the place where they live. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]A prime example of this perspective of the environment as more than just a place is the Mbuti. The Mbuti are an example of hunters and gatherers who mainly reside in the Iturbi Forest in the Congo (Turnbull, 1961). Turnbull talks about how the Mbuti see the forest as being alive and relates how they carry out daily rituals to keep the forest awake. The youths of the group exclusively have use of a Molimo, a trumpet-like instrument, which they blow to amuse the forest and scare away bitchiness from the village. The Mbuti see the enviroment they live in as a symbol, a symbol for family, god and the womb. The forest to them represents the womb, it is full of life, which they see as a sign of reproduction. (Turnbull, 1961) further suggests that the Mbuti see themselves as the very products of the forest. This idea is seen in the Mbuti’s language, where ‘Bamiki Bandura’ means children of the forest. In contrast to this, the Negroes living in the same forest, are more westernised and despite sharing the same environment, they view the forest as separate. The Mbuti believe that they are not only equal to the forest (their enviroment) they are they are at one with it, and are the very products of it (Turnbull,1961). Throughout all aspects of the Mbuti’s lives they are influenced by the need to be near the forest, the need to be as close to their environment as they can. This idea can be seen in their use of their word for hut ’endu’ and womb ‘ndu’; this linguistic echo suggests that they see their hut, as being the same as a womb, just as they see the forest as a womb. They build their huts out of sticks and the large waterproof mongongo leaves of trees (only those that have already fallen). Their huts offer them somewhere to sleep, yet they do not hold any other real purpose to the Mbuti. The huts are built in this way so that the Mbuti are in the forest, and equal to it yet have a safe place to reside. In contrast, the Yanomamo build a shabono, which although also made of leaves, is a wall-like structure around the village to keep the forest out (Chagnon,2012). To the Mbuti, the forest shapes their very culture, socio-political structure, economic production and even their religion. Everything from births to deaths is impacted by the forest. Once a child is born, they are sprinkled with juice from a vine that is then tied around their wrist with a piece of wood from the forest to make them strong. In death, a shallow grave is dug inside one of the huts and then the hut is collapsed on them, to allow them to be given back to the forest. There is a period of ritualised grieving, where loved ones mourn loudly but this period ends quickly as not to offend the forest (Turnbull,1961) It is evident that the Mbuti see themselves as entirely integral to their environment: it is a part of them and they are part of it.
The Nuer see their very different environment from a very dissimilar perspective. They live in swamps and open savannah on both sides of the Nile. In contrast to the abundant fruitfulness of the Mbuti’s forest, the Nuer are highly dependent on the millet and maize crops they grow as pastoralists (Evens-Pritchard,1940). Their land is made of clay and their dry seasons are very long. After rain, the land is very prone to flooding and this is likely to spoil the crops that form their livelihoods. The Nuer also keep cattle and do not hunt other animals for food, so if their harvest, which is also used for cattle feed is ruined, the Nuer face difficult circumstances from the loss of their cattle as well. ’A cow is never to them just a cow but is always a good cow or a bad cow’(Evans-Pritchard,1940). Therefore, the Nuer are very dependent upon the fragile balance of the crops, cattle and weather for their existence. The Nuer see themselves as separate to their environment in comparison to the Mbuti’s oneness with it.  The Nuer see their enviroment as not something that is more than themselves but something that is equal to or less than them. This idea is the very same that the Euro-American view has, the Nuer use the land to their advantage rather than letting the eland provide for them. The very fact that the Nuer rear cattle shows that they view themselves above nature, above their environments. This is because the Mbuti do not keep animals they let the forest provide for them. The Nuer on the other hand do rear cattle showing that they feel that their enviroment cannot provide for them efficiently.
This idea and contrast between the Mbuti and the Nuer show that, the enviroment we live in has a profound effect on us as people, cultures and groups. From the way the Mbuti worship the forest to the way the Nuer use the sides of the Nile to advantage themselves in a harsh enviroment.
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