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Discuss the value of outdoor adventure programs in a postmodern society.
This assignment aims to shed light on the value of outdoor adventure education in a postmodern UK setting. Although case studies predominantly featured have expanded overseas to numerous countries around the globe, it is the UK in which we examine the assignment statement. We will look at the collective impact that the leaders and formative members of the scouts and outward bound had on forming experiential learning environments and how they came about. The assignment will then look at the impact of education reform through political sources throughout postmodern Britain and reach a conclusion. This assignment uses AI to help form part of its argumentative structure.

The early years of the 20th century saw the formation of the scouts by the now famous Robert Baden Powell in 1907 (south London scouts, 2025) [online] the clear objective was to develop certain qualities in the mix of boys that would go on to form one of the most famous group volunteer movements of the postmodern world either in the UK or any other part of the world where the scout movement was found. These qualities were;
· Good citizenship
· Practical outdoor skills
· Self-reliance
As a serving officer in the British army, we can clearly see the influence of Baden Powells (BP) time serving on his various posts and training parties around the world, perhaps notable to his methods was to bring together working-class public-school boys with members of Eton's private school. 
From my own limited experience of postmodern scouting in a region in south Wales during the 1980s and 90s I can say that the modern-day scout values are still aligned with the values and standard of today's modern ministry of defense's which would over 118 years of aligned values comprising of courage, discipline, respect for others, integrity, loyalty and selfless commitment (MOD, 2025) [online] Certainly, a legacy that has been proven to be sustainable from its origin.
Outdoor adventure education and its early origins continued its growth parallel to military influences with the birth and development of outward bound, a brand of early outdoor adventure education formed from Kurt Hahns educational reform ideas of schooling, values and badge ideas (outward bound international, 2025)
As we see outdoor adventure education develop through the 20th century, we see the plans for post war Britain try to remove the inequalities that remained in the system (UK parliament, 2025) [online].
The 1944 education act and outdoor education: from policy to practice report by Lynn Cook (2010) sheds an amazing amount of light on the time. It states ‘The 1944 Education Act established a framework that, by consolidating previous legislation and encouraging Local Education Authorities (LEAs) to increase the use of the outdoors for educational purposes and extended outdoor education within the statutory education system’ this extract helps to set the precedent for the glory days of outdoor adventure that would continue right through the century up until Margeret thatcher's parliaments education reform in 1988.

Kurt Hahn is known to have had five pillars in part in which he built his education model around. These being; (outward bound, 2025) [online]
1. An enterprising curiosity
2. An indefatigable spirit
3. Tenacity in pursuit
4. Readdiness for sensible self-denial
5. Compassion 
Just from this cursory look at some of the values of the respective leaders or founder of both the scout movement and the outward-bound brand we see and initial progression on the values of outdoor adventure education providers that in many ways will have progressed to this day. Therefore, then it would be worth looking more closely to what these two institutions have in common or what differences they have in their approach, AI overview accessed on 04/11/2025 at 22:50 states
The primary difference is that scouts is a global, continuous youth movement focused on long-term personal development and citizenship via a progressive, badge-based program, while outward bound is an organization that offers intensive, short-term outdoor courses designed to foster self-discovery, resilience, and leadership through challenging experiences. We see then that although both are charity-based organizations and professional people in certain positions, the scouts offer a far longer orientation of learning curves and outward bound are more likely to offer adventure activities in residential centers.
The experential learning cycle is defined as a natural and organic way in which people learn in life situations and there are two goals associated with the learning process. The first one is to learn a particular subject; the second one is to learn about your own learning process (Kolb, D., 1984)
The respective governments of the time production education acts in 1944 and 1988 respectively appeared to have great effects on the political landscape shaping how outdoor adventure education faired in the years after they were passed. The 1944 education act states
‘The 1944 Education Act established a framework that, by consolidating previous legislation and encouraging Local Education Authorities (LEAs) to increase the use of the outdoors for educational purposes, extended outdoor education within the statutory education system.’ (Cook., L, 1999)
Two reports in the 1960s supported this argument, jeff cooper writes in in an article entitled ‘the changing character out outdoor adventure education in Britain;

Two Government reports in the 1960s emphasized the value of outdoor learning. The 
Newsom Report, “Half our Future”, appeared in 1963 and advocated the benefits of outdoor and residential experiences for students and especially those who were academically less able. In 1966 the Plowden Report on Children and their Primary Schools gave a further boost by claiming that all children would benefit from direct experiences of nature (Cooper, 2018)

That same report goes on to highlight the importance of outdoor adventure educations values further by using the pedogy to teach outdoor subjects that held intrinsic values such as geology and biology, art and drama and creative writing, environmental studies and practical conservation. Choosing these holistic natured over thrill seeking activities enabled the facilitators to deliver an education that had value.
In contrast, then the 1988 education reform act brought sweeping changes and brought new phenomena to the world of outdoor adventure education as a pedogy, its values and the way it delivered education in the UK. The key provisions which affected the outdoor adventure education climate in the UK the most were the national curriculum, the league table and the marketization of education. This is defined best when described as ‘making schools compete with one another for pupils and funding much the same way as when businesses compete for sales’ (Thompson, 2025)

A simple AI query expands further on this and my interpretation of that information accessed on 05/11/2025 leads me to understand that education providers switched towards a measurable academic outcome instead of qualities, skills in behavior which was focused on in outdoor adventure education schools focused more on exam results to get the funding they needed to keep operation from local governments which essentially in summery made measurable outcomes preferable and but the emphasis on outdoor adventure education to quantify the benefits of outdoor adventure education which is seen as harder to prove.


From my overall reflection on outdoor adventure education, the sector as a whole has helped many generations to improve themselves greatly by routinely achieving learning outcomes and gaining skills associated by the badges collected over their tenure. The case studies shown in this assignment would naturally have been heavily influenced by the military and in these cases that would be shown to be the army and navy. While it would not be expected the scouts or outward bound centers be actively preparing men for war any longer it is clear with the correct economic structure and support from political sources outdoor adventure education providers still have a large part to play ion producing people with a wide and varied skill set that will help society succeed in a contemporary UK.
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