Literature Review

History
The issue of whether all frontline police officers in England and Wales ought to carry firearms as a standard practice has been a topic of intricate discussion among police, government representatives, and the public since 1829, the year Sir Robert Peel established the Metropolitan Police. 
During this time, police officers in the UK typically did not carry firearms, a decision made to distinguish themselves from the military, which was extensively deployed during this era (Smith, 2019). At this juncture, legal legislation permitted every protestant individual, regardless of gender, to possess and utilise a firearm. Consequently, an officer was entitled to carry a firearm as a right afforded to them as a member of the public.
 In the case of Wiltshire Constabulary, it was a common practice for police officers to acquire their own firearms for personal protection. At that time, Chief Constable Captain Samuel Meredith cautioned officers about the potential risk of their firearms being confiscated and subsequently used against them while performing their duties. Nevertheless, there is no indication that this practice was discontinued (Czerny, 2017).
The issue of routinely equipping police officers with firearms has historically emerged in the aftermath of events where either police personnel or civilians have suffered fatalities or injuries at the hands of armed attackers. A notable incident occurred on September 22, 1881, when an unarmed police officer was fatally shot during a night shift in South London. In response to this tragedy, police officers who expressed a desire to carry firearms during their night shifts were granted permission to do so (Yesberg & Bradford, 2019). In addition to this, following the fatalities of police officers caused by gunfire outside the jurisdiction of the metropolitan police, Sir Robert Peel sanctioned the distribution of revolvers to various external law enforcement agencies in the United Kingdom. This distribution was accompanied by stringent stipulations, underscoring the necessity for officers to be deemed reliable in their use of the firearms, as determined by their superior officers. This policy was ultimately discontinued in 1936, when the authorisation for officers to carry revolvers issued by the police was rescinded (Czerny, 2017). 
In 1952, there was a notable increase in public support for the arming of police following the fatal shooting of a constable and the serious injury of another officer during the Derek Bentley incident. This sentiment was further amplified after the 1966 Braybrook Street massacre, which claimed the lives of three police officers in London, leading to 17 percent of the city's police force being permitted to carry firearms. However, the situation shifted again in the 1980s, as several civilian fatalities occurred due to police gunfire. These high-profile incidents, coupled with widespread public indignation, resulted in a significant reduction in the number of armed officers. Those who remained armed underwent enhanced training and were subject to stringent regulations regarding the use of their weapons (Waldren, 2007). Numerous events in contemporary history have since polarised public opinion. In light of the recent rise in terrorist activities, both nationally and globally, the proposal to regularly equip police officers with firearms to address potential threats has resurfaced (Levi & French , 2024). 
The United Kingdom evidently faced significant challenges in reaching a definitive conclusion regarding the issue at hand.

Current Policies
In the United Kingdom, the majority of police officers do not regularly carry firearms. When the situation necessitates the use of firearms, this responsibility is assumed by specially trained and accredited personnel referred to as authorised firearms officers (AFOs) (Farmer & Evans, 2022). 
Among the 142,526 officers in England and Wales, only 4% are equipped with firearms, in stark contrast to the total of 708,000 officers in the United States. Specifically, in England and Wales, merely 6,677 officers have the authorisation to carry weapons. Notably, 2,500 of these armed officers are part of the Metropolitan Police Service, which is the largest police force in Britain (Quinlan, 2023).
There exist various tiers of armed personnel. To attain the status of a firearms officer, individuals must complete a demanding selection process and extensive training. The nature of their initial and ongoing training is contingent upon the specific duties they are expected to fulfil in their operational roles. Despite the fact that armed officers respond to numerous incidents annually, their extensive training in conflict resolution and de-escalation techniques significantly reduces the likelihood of an officer needing to use their firearm to fulfil their policing objectives. All firearms officers receive training in evaluating intelligence and threat assessments. They bear responsibility for any rounds they may fire, with the aim of minimizing potential risks to the public (Metropolitan Police , 2025). 
British legislation stipulates that police officers are permitted to employ 'reasonable force' in order to prevent a crime or effectuate an arrest. Nevertheless, officers equipped with firearms are authorised to discharge their weapons solely in situations where there is an immediate threat to life. Furthermore, it is anticipated that the officer will provide a justification for their actions during judicial proceedings (Levi & French , 2024).

Public Perception 
For nearly two centuries, the concept of policing in Britain has been founded on the dual principles of 'policing by consent' and the understanding that the primary obligation of the police force is to serve the public rather than the state. Research on public attitudes towards armed police in the UK has been scarce; nonetheless, results from online surveys indicate a divided opinion. In one particular survey, 58% of respondents supported the idea of routinely arming police officers, while 42% opposed it (BMG, 2015).
Recent findings from the Independent Police Complaints Commission (IPCC) indicate a significant level of confidence in the police’s application of reasonable force, with over 80% of respondents expressing trust in the police to act appropriately in such situations. However, individuals from Black, Asian, and Minority Ethnic (BAME) backgrounds, younger demographics, and residents of London exhibited more critical perspectives on police use of force. Those who had personally encountered instances of police force tended to develop a negative perception of law enforcement, influenced by their experiences (IPCC, 2015).
Socio-demographic factors can influence individuals' reactions to armed police in various ways. Firstly, individuals belonging to groups that exhibit a lower level of trust in law enforcement, such as certain ethnic minority communities, may demonstrate a less favourable emotional response to the presence of armed police due to this diminished trust. Conversely, individuals from demographics that feel more susceptible to criminal activity, including women, persons with disabilities, or those who have recently experienced victimization, may respond more positively to armed police. This is attributable to the perception that armed police represent a more formidable approach to maintaining order and combating crime (ONS, 2017).
Incidents of high-profile police shootings involving unarmed civilians, such as the cases of Jean Charles de Menezes and James Ashley, illustrate the heightened susceptibility of the public to errors committed by armed police officers compared to their unarmed counterparts. Existing literature indicates that individuals who possess a greater level of trust in police are more inclined to endorse the presence of armed police, as they are more prepared to accept the associated risks of vulnerability (Yesberg & Bradford, 2019). 
Individuals desire a police service that not only demonstrates efficacy but also embodies fairness, resonates with their personal values, and exercises its authority with restraint (Trinkner, et al., 2017). This being said, a lot of the general population will argue that police personnel currently possess a variety of personal defence tools, which include PAVA spray, extendable batons, and contemporary handcuffs. Furthermore, since 2008, the Home Office has sanctioned the distribution of tasers to all officers who successfully complete the designated taser training course throughout England and Wales, posing the question, do police really need firearms? (Levi & French , 2024).

Police/Government Perception 
Among police officers, a recent survey conducted by the Police Federation revealed that 34% of officers supported the routine arming of police, an increase from 23% in the previous survey conducted in 2006 (Police Federation, 2017). Notably, 55% of officers expressed their willingness to carry a firearm if mandated, which marks an increase from 45% in the 2006 survey.
The most recent survey concerning the routine carrying of firearms by officers was conducted in 2017 and was limited to the Metropolitan service. A total of 6,118 responses were collected from individuals within the Metropolitan Police Service. Among these responses, 83% were submitted by male officers, while 17% were from female officers. The distribution of ranks among respondents indicated that 78% were Constables, 16% were Sergeants, and 6% held the rank of Inspector or Chief Inspector. Notably, 51% of the respondents reported being in frontline roles (Chandler, 2018). The findings from this survey are as follows; 63% of respondents that they were either very satisfied or fairly satisfied with the availability of armed support when needed. Conversely, 37% reported being either not very satisfied or not at all satisfied regarding the accessibility of armed support. 40% of respondents supported the concept of routine arming, believing that all officers should receive adequate training and be armed at all times while on duty. However, 34% of respondents did not share this view. Additionally, 63% of respondents expressed their willingness to be routinely armed during their duties, compared to a national figure of 55%. Whereas 9% of respondents stated that they would refuse to carry a firearm while on duty under any circumstances. 
There are pros and cons when looking at any subject of debate, this debate is no different. ‘The Week’ has outlined advantages and disadvantages to increased police authorised to carry firearms. The main rising issue that is brought up in relation to this argument is the rising level of terrorist activity and how police can address it. A national survey conducted by the Police Federation last year revealed that 55% of police officers in the UK expressed willingness to carry a firearm if requested or mandated, marking an 11% increase from a similar survey in 2006. This heightened readiness reflects a shift in perception regarding policing in the aftermath of terrorist incidents.
They also outlined cons to increasing levels of officers authorised to carry firearms. Numerous critics contend that increasing the presence of firearms as a means to combat violent crime may undermine the trust between law enforcement and the community. Tottenham MP David Lammy has denounced this initiative, characterising it as “an attempt to put out fire with fire.” He expressed concern that “officers patrolling with weapons will only amplify fear and distrust of the police in communities most affected by gang violence. Labour peer Lord Harris of Haringey  remarked, “Such measures would be perceived as provocative. They are likely to instil fear rather than provide reassurance, ultimately undermining community confidence and doing little to mitigate violent incidents. Unsurprisingly, the government noted a financial implication of equipping police officers with firearms in the UK. Simon Chesterman, the national lead for armed policing noted, “Depending on the required level of training, an officer would need approximately two weeks of initial training to be authorised to carry a handgun. This training would encompass weapons handling, retention, and basic tactical skills. Officers would also need around two days of refresher training annually, along with qualification shooting sessions.” Furthermore, he highlighted that the costs associated with training logistics would be substantial, alongside the need for adequate infrastructure, such as access to appropriate shooting ranges and qualified firearms instructors. Given that existing resources for ranges and instructors are already under significant strain, he pointed out that the cost of a single handgun is approximately £500 (The Week, 2018). 

Comparative analysis
This section will examine the comparative analysis of policing practices across various countries, along with statistical data from different time periods. 
A comparative analysis of shooting rates in New Zealand (NZ) and England and Wales (EW) reveals significant differences in their policing frameworks. EW operates with a dedicated firearms unit, while the NZ model empowers all officers to respond to critical incidents requiring an armed intervention. A comprehensive study examining fatal and non-fatal police shootings from 1971 to 2020 offers insightful comparisons between these two systems (Hendy & Walton, 2022). During the period from 2011 to 2020, EW recorded an average annual shooting rate of 0.074 individuals per million of the population, in contrast to NZ's rate of 0.783 per million. Both regions have experienced an uptick in shooting incidents. Specifically, the average shooting rate in EW from 1971 to 1980 was 0.028 per million annually, while NZ's rate during the same period was 0.098 per million. It is important to note that the rise in shooting incidents in NZ may be attributed to a policy shift in 2012, which mandated that all first-response police vehicles be equipped with firearms and allowed officers to independently decide when to deploy them. Proponents of maintaining a non-routinely armed police force argue that regular armament could lead to an increase in shootings, particularly affecting ethnic minorities and individuals with mental health issues (Rakate, 2019).
The annual average of fatal police shooting incidents in routinely armed Finland stands at 0.038 per million, which is lower than the 0.067 per million recorded in non-routinely armed Norway (Farmer & Evans, 2022). 
In the UK, the acquisition of firearms is highly restricted, and law enforcement officers typically do not carry weapons. Consequently, individuals experiencing a mental health crisis are generally not in a position to inflict significant harm on others, and police interventions are usually successful in de-escalating such situations without resulting in fatalities. Conversely, in Australia, while firearms are also difficult to procure, police officers are routinely armed. This presents a heightened risk of fatal outcomes for individuals with mental health issues, as police responses often involve the use of firearms. In the United States, access to firearms is considerably easier, and individuals with mental health challenges in crisis frequently have immediate access to weapons capable of causing mass harm in a brief period. Additionally, the prevalence of armed police officers contributes to a significant number of fatalities among mentally ill individuals during confrontations. In summary, a community's safety is directly correlated with the number of firearms present, whether in civilian possession or held by police (Evans , et al., 2016). 
These are the latest official statistics in relation to police firearms. In 2024, the total number of firearms operations recorded was 17,589, reflecting a 4% decline from the previous year. Additionally, there were two instances in which police firearms were deliberately discharged at individuals, a significant reduction from the ten incidents reported in the prior year. The count of officers authorized to carry firearms stood at 6,473, marking a 3% decrease compared to 2023 (Home Office , 2024). 
In conclusion, I have developed a questionnaire intended for distribution among police officers. It is my contention that some of the aforementioned research is starting to lose its relevance due to its age. The existing studies predominantly concentrate on officers within the Metropolitan Police; however, my research will encompass the Gwent and South Wales Police forces.
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