CSSK4004: SKILLS FOR ACADEMIC STUDY FOR ENGLISH AND CREATIVE WRITING
ASSESSMENT 
A portfolio of at least 5 pieces taken from the boxed tasks (total of 4,000 words or equivalent).
One of these must be the corrected referencing and annotated bibliography piece
***A bibliography is ‘a systematic list of books and other works such as journal articles’ that you have gathered together for the purpose of answering a question. The annotations are not summaries but an assessment of the material you have used and the reasons why you have found them useful  

SUMMARY OF PORTFOLIO TASKS
WEEK 2: 
	Portfolio task – 1000 WORDS
Textual analysis
Read the extract of Montaigne’s essay ‘Of Conscience (1580) 
a) Write down your responses to the following questions: 
Specific 
i. What is the ‘thesis’ or main argument of the essay?
ii. What kind(s) of evidence is used to support the claim?
iii. What impact does each of the chosen quotations have? Where are the quotations from? (Look up names you don’t know) 
iv. What is general tone, style, rhythm of piece? Select and focus on a short passage to explore these factors in detail.
General 
v. What are the characteristics of this kind of writing?
vi. Why do you think it is written in this way?
vii. Who is it written for? 

b) Choose to explore one of the following writing down your thoughts
a. Consider the discussion of conscience: why does he think that ‘Wickedness contrives torments against itself’?
b. Consider the discussion of Scipio: why does he judge his actions to be those of a man who is not corrupt?
c. Consider the discussion of torture: what does Montaigne think about the practice?




WEEK 3: 
	Portfolio task  (equivalent to 500 words)
produce an Annotated bibliography
A bibliography comprising AT LEAST 6 items. These should be presented in the required format and annotations should indicate briefly the nature of the material and its relevance to your research  




[bookmark: _GoBack]WEEK 4:  
	Portfolio task  -- 1000 WORDS
Narrative understanding
Based on this passage alone (ie don’t look up on Wikipedia!) predict what you think WILL happen in the rest of the play. 




WEEK  5: 
	Portfolio task  – 500-700 words
Note taking
choose an article either from a journal or a chapter in a book: make notes on it; summarise its arguments and isolate 2 or 3 key quotations. Use one of the templates for the notes.




WEEK 8: 
	THIS TASK IS COMPULSORY
Portfolio task (equivalent to 500 words)
correct wrongly laid out and referenced work 
must be done by hand and submitted to me directly
**** if this was not done in class then there is a task online *****




WEEK 9: 
	Portfolio task  – 500-700 words
Critique of essay
Find a critical essay (it could be one of your own).  
Use the skills developed in the module to analyse it: 

i. what is its thesis? (if not yours then do you agree with it? – if yours how was it developed?); 
ii. summarise its argument(s); 
iii. what evidence/research does it use?
iv. examine its style and use of language – how effective is its argument? 
 



