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[bookmark: _Toc213233668]Component 1 – Research and Planning
[bookmark: _Toc213233669]Source Exploration 
The source I have chosen is an article from the international journal of education and digital learning the article is called Education in the digital age: Opportunities, Challenges, and innovation this is written by Author Mukhamed Saekan Muchith Universitas Islam Negeri Walisongo, Indonesia it was published by Lafadz Jaya Publisher Date October 2023.
While reading the article it high lights the main points regarding the digital tools, such as online learning platforms, digital classroom, Al driven educational tools, e-Learning Virtual Classrooms, Digital textbooks and educational apps,this has expanded students access to education this has also provide students with access to digital tools and the ability to learn anytime and anywhere.
I choose this source as it is a good source of information to what, I am working on with the digital divide and social isolation it is also dated within 2 years it cover’s the challenges that students face but also the opportunities that comes with the digital era it gives me the full information I need to provide the credibility of my source. I have done the CRAAP test and the information is all relevant I have also checked; this article comes from a reliable source.
This article will help me answer the main questions as it gives me the insight of what opportunities and challenges a lot of students are facing withing the digital era. 


[bookmark: _Toc213233670]Key Challenge for Students
 
One of the main challenges I have found is the digital divide which refers to the unequal access to technology and the internet. access to digital learning tools is highly uneven, with some students that live in rural areas, or low-income families, 
they often lacking the necessary devices or internet connectivity to participate in online education. Which can affect their education. According to a study by Van Dijk (2020), access to digital learning tools is highly uneven,
[bookmark: _Hlk213787715]Also, another challenge in digital era can be is the student isolation. While using digital platforms can enable students to learn independently, there is the issue of the lack of face-to-face interaction this can lead to a sense of social isolation, which may negatively impact students' motivation and overall learning experience. According to (Qingxia L,& Douxiu ,L).2025 The problems of students’ social interaction and psychological well-being associated with online learning dependent on self-directed learning have become an important topic of research in recent years after doing a study (Qingxia L,& Douxiu ,L).2025 the statistics show that due to the COVID-19 pandemic, affecting their Social Emotional Learning.

[bookmark: _Toc213233671]Key Opportunity for Students
 
One key opportunity is that digital education can make learning more accessible and inclusive. When using online platforms to do online learning this breaks down geographical barriers, (miller 2021).  this then can allow students from remote areas rural areas and different parts of the world to access high-quality educational content that was previously out of reach (Beetham & Sharpe 2023), Sarker et al. 2019.
While students from different backgrounds get to use digital platforms, this gives all the learners the same opportunity that they can take this give students a lot of courses to choose from, by top universities and institutions, which can offer them an opportunity to receive a world class education without the need to relocate or incur high student costs (Morrison, 2021).
This opportunity is very valuable as this will give every student the same opportunity to gain experience and better themselves whatever background they come from. 

[bookmark: _Toc213233672]Planning Your Report 
In this report I will be focusing on both challenges and opportunities, as I think they are both very important within the digital era, from the digital divide to social isolation which I find very interesting, how things are divided and how this can course student not to be able to adapt with technology and internet connectivity. 
I will also include within the report how online platform Eg: Youtube, social platforms, digital note taking, e-learning, research, and reference management these tools are used within education.
[bookmark: _Hlk213771835]This report will have the – Introduction- Challenges- Opportunities-How students Can Adapt- Conclusion.



[bookmark: _Toc213233673]Timeline for Component 2
	Task
	Date/ Deadline

	Finish research
	9th November 2025

	Draft first section
	12th November 2025

	Complete first draft
	12th November 2025

	Final editing
	21st November 2025



[bookmark: _Toc213233674]Component 2 – Answering the Question
[bookmark: _Toc213233675]Introduction
[bookmark: _Toc213233676]As we move deeper into the digital era with the use of laptops, smartphones, tablets , this has become  a huge part of all students lives while the traditional classroom was always face-to face interactions, with the digital era evolving to include virtual environments, e-learning platforms, digital textbooks education apps, Eg: Youtube for education videos students can also use artificial intelligence (AI)-powered educational tools. This provides students to have the ability to access these from anywhere at any time, this gives students from various background the opportunities to access high quality learning platforms that may not as been so easy with tradition learning.
 While looking at this article I will be looking into how the digital divide can be a challenge to student from rural areas, low-income families, but the opportunities it can also bring, I will also be looking how social isolation can affect students to are not motivated for their studies (Hill & Smith) 2023 154

Challenges Students Face 

One of the main challenges in the digital era is the digital divide which can give students in disadvantaged areas, inadequate infrastructure, outdated technologies, and poor internet connectivity restrict artificial intelligence tool availability (Vesna et al., 2024), with students in rural areas, low-income families, often lacking the necessary devices to participate in online education
A big challenge for myself is feeling social isolated when I’m doing e-learning as I get distracted and feel that if there is something I do not understand I just have to get on with the course if I fail or pass this then courses me stress and anxiety, I feel with myself I need face to face interaction with some parts of the e- learning to keep myself motivated. 
I know for some students the digital platforms mean learning independently which is great for some, but I feel the lack of face-to-face interaction can lead to some students having the sense of social isolation which can affect mental health. And students impact on low motivation and there learning experience.

[bookmark: _Toc213233677]Opportunities Digital Tools Provide 
[bookmark: _Hlk213769942]There are many great digital tools for students to use to help with online platforms. I like the digital note taking I think this helps students to create digital notes audio recording and images when needed you can even collaborate with classmate in real-time, Students can also do research and reference management that can provide academic journals, e-books, and primary sources. Combined with tools like Zotero or Mendeley, Students can also be flexible with their learning with e-learning platforms such as Udemy and Khan Academy, with other digital tools like Subject-Specific Tools this can help students which are tailored to specific subjects or skills.
Another challenge that I find myself is when using eLearning that you can’t always get the help if you do not understand the questions as there is no one you can ask like you can in a tradition class room but with other students this can work really well as they can adapt it gives them a great learning experiences According to Encarnacion et al. (2021), e-learning platforms help teachers improve classroom learning efficiency by providing quick and easy access to information that helps students keep up with modern educational strategies.



[bookmark: _Toc213233678][bookmark: _Toc213233679] How Students Can Adapt

For students to adapted in the digital era there are many ways to thrive and achieve this in a digital learning environment.

1.Critical use of AI tools - AI Tools are applications that are usually web-based this allows you to power the harness of AI, the important thing with AI that students need to be aware that it is fact and this is based on dataset and the information AI tool can give can impact what you are searching and the results you get this can be bias and untrue you must always check the source that AI gives you to make sure this is credible as this can course you to make mistakes. 
[bookmark: _Hlk213772279]2.Time management strategies- I find the best time management would be the Pomodoro technique (working for 25 minutes, then taking a 5-minute break) this can help students focus and avoid being distractions, I have used this myself and it worked well for my studies.

3.Access Support Services- There are a lot of E-learning training and Digital works shops to help students improve their digital skills, Schools collages and University offer extra help with workshops. Student Support service gives students the support that’s needed and help students feel confident using new tools and solving problems quickly.

These three stages can help students with taking regular breaks not to feel overwhelmed with work by following the Pomodoro technique and by asses students support service with digital workshops and using different digital tools for help.


Conclusion 
As we have seen there are many challenges that students face today in the digital era like social isolation by feeling alone with no face to face interaction, also the digital divide with students from rural background, low-income families, that struggle to get the technology that is needed to support their education, However there are growing opportunities as students are now getting support with their digital online needs to be able to access education tools giving students the means to be able to interact with other students so they don’t feels alone and having the service to provide this from whatever background they come from and now students can make the most of the digital learning and all aspects of learning.
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                     When I was looking for a source at first, I really struggled as I really didn’t understand what I was doing, I emailed Ffion to asked for help and advice as I really couldn’t get my head around it, Ffion email me back regarding what could help, after that email, I finally found a source that I could use. My source was a scholar which as soon as I done my research on him, he came up on all searches. my source I used came from an online education article which I found very interesting there was a lot of information and other sources linked to the article which helped me further my assignment. While doing my assignments, I never realized how much of a digital divide, there was, for low - income families and the challenges they face just to better themselves, but also the opportunities that they can have with the digital era which gives everyone the same chance. 
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                  • I found it better for myself to wright everything down on a word documents and online notes. I read the article repeatedly to pick out parts that helped me find further information and references to be honest I didn’t have a clue if I was doing it correct . I just enjoyed finding out information on the challenges that came and how students had to deal with this before the digital era . Also how much life has changed for all and the opportunities that has come with it. which I find amazing that now in education students are getting the financial support and tools to be able to get the career they want in the future. I put all my references in alphabetical order with links to get the article. I really did struggle with the referencing I hope in time this will come easier with doing more assignments because this was such a challenge for myself but like I told myself this is the first time I have done this, and I haven’t been in a classroom setting for over 30 years so it’s a big learning curve.
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                • When I complete this assignment, it has made me feel good withing myself and proud that even if I had made mistakes, I would learn for that. • I'm proud that I have researched this article and could outline challenges that I would never off none myself without doing this. • also, how things are changing to give each student the possibilities to further themselves without struggling and feeling alone. • I just hope in the future that the digital era keeps changing so no one must struggle alone, and each student gets the chance to keep furthering themselves to achieve there goals in education.  This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY - SA - NC  
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