Task 3 – Source Evaluation Template 
Student Details
Name and student ID: 
Topic chosen: The Importance of Critical Thinking in Business Decision Making
Title of source: Critical Thinking: What It Is and Why It Counts
Author(s): Peter A. Facione
Year published: 2015

How did you find this source?
I found this source using Google Scholar. I searched for academic sources on critical thinking in business decision making, as it is closely related to the Academic Skills module.
Why did you choose this source?
I chose this source because it explains what critical thinking is, why it is so important, and how it helps people make better decisions. It is also directly related to the skills covered in the academic competency module, such as analysing information, making decisions, and also in knowing the facts and analysing information.
· Is it relevant to the topic? 
Yes. This article is highly relevant because it focuses on critical thinking and explains how it supports effective judgment, problem solving, and decision making, all of which are important skills in both academic studies and business.
· Is this a useful article? 
Yes. It is very useful because it clearly defines critical thinking, explains its core skills, and provides practical examples of how these skills can be applied in education, business, and everyday life.


· Is this an academic source?
Yes. It is an academic publication written by an expert researcher. It is based on the findings of an expert consensus study involving 46 specialists from different academic disciplines
When was it published? Is it recent enough? Why?
The article was updated in 2015 and although it is not a very recent publication, it is still widely used because it explains the fundamental principles of critical thinking. Also, they remain relevant today. Also, many universities continue to recommend this work as an introduction to critical thinking.
Author Credibility
Peter A. Fagione is an internationally recognized researcher in the field of critical thinking. He has also spent many years studying critical thinking, as well as educational assessment, and decision-making. His work has influenced universities and educational institutions around the world. The article is also based on the findings of a group of experts organized by the American Philosophical Association
Reliability
This source is reliable because it is written by a widely recognized expert and is also based on extensive research conducted by multiple researchers from diverse academic fields. It also explains all the evidence behind its conclusions and presents them as widely accepted in higher education.



5-Minute Presentation Structure
Good morning everyone. 
Today, I will discuss the chosen topic, "Using Social Media for Business Promotion". For this topic, I selected the source "Using Social Media for Business Promotion" because it explains how companies use platforms such as Facebook, Instagram, X (Twitter) and LinkedIn to reach customers but also to increase brand awareness and improve communication with their audience. 
I found this source by searching Google Scholar using keywords such as social media marketing, business promotion and social media for companies. I chose Google Scholar because it offers reliable academic sources, rather than general websites. 
When evaluating the source I considered several factors and firstly I looked at the author to ensure that he/she has knowledge and experience in marketing or business research. Secondly I checked the publication date to ensure that the information is still relevant as social media can change extremely quickly. I also looked at the publisher and whether the article was published in a recognised academic journal. Finally I considered whether the source had been peer reviewed and whether I had also been cited by other researchers as these are good indicators of reliability.
Finally I would consider the source to be credible because it was written by a number of highly qualified researchers and published in an academic journal but also supported by references and solid evidence. It explains both the benefits and challenges of using social media in business, making it a balanced and trustworthy source.
The most difficult part of this assignment was thus assessing the credibility of the source. At first, I was not very sure how to identify whether an article was thus reliable or even peer-reviewed. I also found it extremely difficult to decide which information is more important when it comes to assessing the quality of an academic source.
However, this assignment helped me to improve my research skills. I also learned how to search for academic information using Google Scholar, how to assess the credibility of an author and thus distinguish between reliable sources and general information found online. I also learned that using high-quality evidence is very important especially in producing a solid academic paper.
Thank you for listening. Do you have any questions?

