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Exercise 5 – Working with sources 
Book Title – Tyndale New Testament Commentary – Luke 
By Leon Morris.

The primary source for this book is the Holy Bible and specifically, the Revised Standard Version.
The Bible is a collection of sixty-six books, letters, love poems and songs dating back to the earliest times of the Jewish nation. The Old Testament describes the history of the Jews, from the Creation story which dates, via early oral transmission to the mid bronze age, through periods of rule by kings and priests, to exile in Egypt and restoration in Judea circa 540BC (Sinkinson 2013).
The New Testament, in which can be found the Book of Luke (and its accompanying book, The Acts of the Apostles), details the life and works of Jesus Christ and the subsequent birth and early spread of the new Christian faith.
The Gospel (or ‘Good News’) of Luke is generally acknowledged to be written by Luke (a physician) to his friend Theophilus ( Morris 1974; Thompson 1972). The book is held to be written between 60 – 120AD, with Morris holding to the earlier date. Luke writes on Christ’s healings and other miracles from the perspective of what we would today call a doctor, although at that time much of medicine as we know it was unknown.
The Bible possibly has more words written about it than any other book in history and so there are many available secondary sources.
In his book, Morris uses a number of these, one of which is ‘Introduction to the Study of the Gospels’, by B. F. Wescott. This was first published in 1875 and whilst it may in some ways be considered out-dated and superseded by more recent works, it nevertheless contains many useful references to earlier works and subjects which give a good basis for understanding how later books, and indeed church denominations and movements, came to base their doctrine on the then existing understanding of the Bible.
Under section headings such as “The Persian Period”, “The Greek Period”, “The Apocrypha”, Wescott looks at the historical background to life in biblical times and then examines each of the Gospels and their relationship to each other and these times.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Finally, Wescott concludes with a set of appendices examining the effect of the Gospels on early church fathers around the middle eastern region and some of the apocryphal gospels and traditions.
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