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In the article ‘Peace Movements in Wales 1899-1945’ (Welsh History Review, Vol 10, No3, 1981, p.401) Kenneth Morgan states: ‘A careful examination of the political response in Wales to the South African War leads irresistibly to the conclusion that the bulk of articulate, measurable opinion in Wales was strongly pro-war ‘. 

In reference to August 1914, the same author claims: 

‘The overwhelming mass of the Welsh people cast aside their political and industrial differences, and threw themselves into the war with gusto’ - Rebirth (Oxford: OUP, 1981), p. 159. 

Allowing for the context around which these statements are made, how do you reconcile the sentiments expressed with the impression of Wales and Welsh people as being anti-Boer War, even pro-Boer, in 1899, and also possessing distinctly pacifist inclinations at the outbreak of war with Germany in 1914? 
The level of war enthusiasm and the extent to which pacifism prevailed in Welsh communities has been a recurring question within the historiography of ‘Wales at War’, so as well as reference to Kenneth Morgan you will need to refer to other historians holding similar or contrasting views on the subject matter.

The extracts by Morgan demonstrate the dichotomy of varying degrees of war enthusiasm and opposition between the Boer and Great War. In each of the extracts political motivations are represented as being crucial indicators or influencers to the stances of the Welsh population to each of the conflicts. Although this is a useful facet of society to analyse, it is not necessarily indicative of all aspects which determined Welsh attitudes to the wars. Factors such as national, economic and religious beliefs must too be taken into account, along with key individuals, groups and events, to create a valuable impression of attitudes within Wales. Each of these aspects will be evaluated with reference to primary material including contemporary newspaper articles and work by historians such as Davies, Jones and Jenkins.
Political opinions in Wales regarding each of the conflicts were predominantly pro-war, but analysis of figures such as Lloyd George, a key political presence in both the Boer and Great War and with strong associations with Wales, is a useful figure to trace the nuanced and changing attitudes. Morgan, in the extract, states that the ‘political response’ to the Boer War places Wales as pro-war.
 This is also the opinion of Lowry who states that ‘most liberal MPs were imperialist’ and therefore pro-war since the conflict was intrinsically expansionist.
 This political dominance is demonstrated by the ‘khaki election’ of 1900 which secured liberal power in Wales and represented a return of overwhelmingly pro-war MPs.
 Anti-war sentiments were present politically within Wales however, such as expressed by Lloyd George and Herbert Lewis, but this attitude was not significant overall, and pro-Boer views especially ‘were in a small minority’.
 With the progression of the war Lloyd George is regarded as having ‘changed from antiwar critic to pro-Boer crusader’, spurred on by the moral issues of the conflict such as concentration camps, which were also influential in reinforcing pacifist beliefs and will be discussed in more depth later.
 Lloyd George’s fierce opposition and condemnation of the conflict, although at odds with the majority of political opinion of the time, and possibly the country as a whole, undoubtedly raised his profile and was highly significant in his subsequent progression to leader of the liberal party and his crucial role as Prime Minister during the First World War. Wales therefore did include elements of pro-war, anti-war and pro-Boer political attitudes, but with a pro-war majority, supporting Morgan’s statement. 
Regarding the First World War Morgan states ‘Welsh people cast aside their political and industrial differences’, implying that the causation of either pro- or anti-war feeling was not determined by political beliefs, but occurred despite of divisions with the population united by a common support of the conflict.
 This is reflected by Jones who claims that ‘patriotic fervour’ was widespread and ‘war enthusiasm transcended political divisions’.
 As with feeling surrounding the Boer, this can be regarded as being true for the majority of the population, but the existence political divisions and minority opposition, should not be ignored. The most notable example of this is the Independent Labour Party in South Wales. Although the official Labour Party leadership supported the war, the ILP ‘held several meetings to demonstrate their opposition to militarism’, due to their opinion that the conflict was a ‘capitalist war’.
 The main regions of popularity of the ILP were industrial-centric regions, including South Wales, suggesting that this area at least, was not completely supportive of the First World War, and with be addressed later in relation to industrial issues. The rise of Lloyd George as a pro-war figure, demonstrates the transformations in attitudes to conflicts that occurred between the Boer and First World War. Although presented as an unwilling decision to abandon his prior anti-war beliefs, he felt no other course was available since ‘a general European war was inevitable’.
 Lloyd George therefore could be regarded as an example of Morgan’s sentiments, since he put aside his prior political stance regarding conflict, to support the war and its aims. 
With regards to national feeling, Wales is regarded by some as having felt great affiliation with and sympathy for the Boers, stimulating anti-war attitudes. This viewpoint is contrary to that of unified pro-war attitudes, expressed by Morgan in the extract. Morgan does however explore this idea in the rest of the article stating that many believe the Welsh ‘sympathised deeply with the Boers, another small Calvinist, pastoral people, grappling with Anglo-Saxon rule’.
 Davies supports this suggesting that apart from Ireland, ‘readiness to sympathise with the Boers was stronger in Wales than it was in any other part of the kingdom’, and this may well have been due to a feeling of solidarity between small nations.
  Whether this sympathy was sufficient to prompt active anti-war feeling however is unlikely, and many including Morgan regard the existence of significant pro-Boer sentiments as inaccurate. Cuthbertson is of this opinion and argued that although ‘the war was traditionally thought to have enjoyed less support in the “Celtic fringe”’, ‘the war excited little sense of Calvinist fellow feeling with the Boers’ in either Wales or Ulster.
 A further aspect as responses to the conflict was uncertainty about the nature and motivations of British involvement in the conflict being either to protecting native populations or simply British imperialism. Morgan in fact suggest that Wales as a nation was ‘much attracted to imperialism’.
 This attitude however seems surprising giving the Cymru Fydd movement. Although arguably past its peak by the onset of the Boer War, the existence of such a movement of Welsh nationalism strongly indicates that feelings of independence and nationhood were strong during this period. The extent to which this translated into a desire to preserve the nationhood of the Boers however is probably minimal. 
National sentiments were also a significant factor in determining war enthusiasm during the First World War. In this case feelings of fellowship with a small nation were instead directed toward Belgium, prompting conflict to be regarded as a ‘valiant crusade’ and became a pro-war as opposed to anti-war influence.
 Davies states ‘as the independence of Serbia and Belgium had been crushed by Germany and Austria-Hungary, it was possible to portray the war as a crusade in support of small nations’.
 This suggests the emphasis upon small nations may merely have been an appeal to the patriotism of the Welsh, and the sentiments of Britain as a whole, to encourage the population to enlist, as opposed to the actual beliefs of the Welsh population. As with the Boer war, although similarities can be drawn between the countries, the degree to which this influenced war enthusiasm in practise is probably negligible, since unlike in Ireland, there was arguably no belief that involvement in the war and the defence of Belgium would result in any change to Wales’ position as a nation.  An element of national feeling that did increase pro-war attitudes was Lloyd George’s position and support of the conflict. Jones claims, Lloyd George’s ‘rise to Premiership in December 1916, occasioned much national pride’.
 This was further increased by creation of the 38th Welsh division, despite substantial opposition from Kitchener.
 Not only did this create national pride in the war and encourage men to join up, it could be argued that ‘a strong Welsh presence within the British Army has been a vital part of the development of Welsh nationality’.
 This demonstrates how national feeling was highly significant to Welsh war enthusiasm, and suggests that as a country, the Welsh did indeed ‘throw themselves into the war with gusto’ as Morgan suggests, since the conflict highlighted themes of national pride and identity.
 
Moral attitudes of the population to specific the conflicts along with war in general, evidently influenced attitudes to the Boer and First World War, and can be explored in Wales through Pacifist movements, publications and individuals. ‘Most people in Wales rejected the doctrine of extreme pacifism’, is the opinion of Jones regarding the extent of pacifist movements.
  As with Morgan’s statements discussing the ‘bulk of articulate, measurable opinion’ and ‘the overwhelming mass of the Welsh people’, they fail to explore the significant proportion of the population which existed outside of this majority, of whom the wider population was likely aware of and to a degree influenced by, giving a different tone to Welsh feelings. 
Regarding the Great War, conscientious objections on political and moral grounds were present across Britain. It is claimed that ‘a significant proportion of the 16,500 conscientious objectors in 1916-1918 came from Wales’, not an inconsequential number at all.
 Davies counters the significance of these figures however stating ‘most of the conscientious objectors agreed to undertake non-combative war work’, and therefore their opposition was probably less overt and had limited impacts upon the attitudes of communities and the country as a whole.
 Many absolutists refused any part in the conflict, and were highly critical of military action however. One famous example is George Maitland Davies, ​​​​​​​​​​​​a notable pacifist, who 'became the very symbol of self-sacrifice with his periods in prison in Wormwood Scrubs and elsewhere for his anti-war activities’.
 Figures such as Davies were instrumental in publicising opposition to the war, but also played a vital role in negotiation such as between Lloyd George and de Valera over the settlement in Ireland, demonstrating the high profile of some pacifist individuals.
 A further notable example is Emrys Hughes, who is described as being ‘a convinced and absolute pacifist’ throughout his life.
 His refusal to fight was deemed to be ‘neither moral nor religious’ and as a result was repeatedly tried by court martial, and was sentenced to hard labour and detention.
 Associations and their publications equally demonstrate the prevalence of anti-war feeling. Y Wawr, based at Aberystwyth University is a key example, described by Jenkins as notable for its expression of ‘traditional radical and pacifist views’, it was also strongly national.
 It is also interesting to note the role played by pacifist groups and individuals in the peace negotiations following the war and the establishment of the League of Nations, with Jones suggesting that ‘Wales had an active League of Nations Union movement’ and ‘Welsh public opinion played a part in this development’.
 Pacifist attitudes to the First World War should therefore not be excluded in generating an understanding of Welsh feeling regarding the war due to its limited percentage of the overall population. 
Similar opposition movements based upon moral grounds existed during the Boer War, and can be seen to have increased with the duration of the conflict. This was likely due to increased knowledge about the nature of the war and the eugenics aspect to British involvement, and moral opposition to this. The forcing of Boers into concentration camps where more than 14,000 Africans died under British custody as a result of starvation, malnutrition and disease,  along with the policy of scorched earth, all unsurprisingly prompted outrage in Britain.
 Indignation regarding the concentration camps was central to moral opposition to the war and was debated in a number of Welsh newspapers. Although some contained statements admitting that ‘conditions in camps were not what would be wished’ and discussing the ‘alarming rate of mortality among women and children’, the majority denied such situations.
 Instead they asserted that families are provided with generous rations including meat and sugar, and live in a ‘most comfortable’ environment.
 The fact that it was felt necessary to state that ‘all charges of cruelty and inhumanity were vile and calumnious falsehoods’ indicates that suggestions of the immorality of the war were widespread at the time.
 Furthermore, Lloyd George himself acknowledged that a ‘policy of extermination’ had been used against the whole population by the British and was a key element in forging his pro-Boer stance.
 This is not necessarily indicative of all Welsh attitudes to the conflict as a whole, but demonstrates that this was a crucial element to anti-war feeling.  
The position of the religious institutions and nonconformist congregations of Wales may have been expected to be in line with the moral issues discussed above in their attitudes to each of the conflicts. Although true initially for the Boer War, their stance changed dramatically and with the onset of the Great War and became a crucial body for actively encouraging enlistment and supporting the conflict. Cutherbertson discusses the changing attitudes of nonconformists to the Boer War, stating that initially they were ‘anti-war more than pro-Boer’. To some extent this is surprising since Wales along with the Boers had strong Calvinist beliefs, but Jenkins claims ‘there is little evidence to support the view that sympathy for the Boers was significant’ despite religious similarities.
 Many individuals were dedicated to the anti-war stance, including Rev. Dr Evans Darby, a Welsh Congregationalist, and one of many who supported the ‘Stop the War’ campaign.
 Nonconformists as a whole drifted towards support of the conflict however, with the result that ‘nonconformity sanctified military involvement in the war against the Boers’ and many ministers became military chaplains.
 One cause for this was ‘division in the nonconformist ranks’ making a united anti-war movement impossible and gradually eroding anti-war feeling. Additionally, the development of imperialist belief within the community, based on the idea that ‘the empire was regarded as a providential gift from god for the spread of Christianity’, encouraged pro-war beliefs.
 The gradual shift in attitudes with the progression of the war can also be attributed to the increased numbers of the congregation having joined the conflict, making anti-war attitudes less popular with the congregation members. This is reflected by Robbins who suggests that ‘those ministers who were ‘pro-Boer’ were likely to have disgruntled congregations’, although as discussed, pro-Boer attitudes were decidedly rarer than merely anti-war beliefs.
 The transformation of this crucial organisation in Welsh society was significant in promoting pro-war attitudes. 
The same motivations were also influential during the First World War, where polar approaches to the conflict were voiced by the nonconformists. Again it can be seen that specific individuals continued to adhere to their religious anti-war attitudes, whilst the nonconformist church as a whole switched instead to back the conflict. Dr Thomas Rees, pacifist and principle of the Bala-Bangor Theological College for example, argued that ‘there is a greater need today than ever before to preach peace’ and that ‘every war is contrary to the spirit of Christ’.
 These opinions were increasingly isolated however as ‘Nonconformist ministers whipped up their congregations and urged them to enlist in what seemed a holy crusade’. 
 These appeals were often not vague in nature or delivery, with some ministers strongly encouraging men to enlist within churches and chapels, with the ministers acting as ‘recruiting agents and their churches and schools, recruiting stations’.
 Rev. John Williams of Brynsiencyn is an example of this and was notorious for his recruitment of men to the war from the pulpit and was a keen support of Lloyd George.
 The role of the nonconformist church in increasing conscription is a crucial aspect of war enthusiasm, since their attitudes to the conflict became more supportive. Combined with their centrality to many Welsh communities, their attitudes would have been highly influential in both encouraging men to join the war, and moulding the opinions of the community as a whole. 
In addition to religious beliefs, the centre of many communities, particularly in South Wales, was employment. Morgan suggests that the majority of ‘Welsh people cast aside their political and industrial differences’, with the coming of the Great War.
 With a strong industrial element to the country, understanding the attitudes of this section of society is fundamental to assessing Welsh war enthusiasm. Although these issues were to a degree significant during the Boer War with Lowry claiming ‘anti-war activists risked physical attack’ when they visited the industrial regions of Britain, demonstrating strong pro-war attitudes, this essay will focus on industrial Wales’ role during the First World War.
 The attitudes in the latter conflict can be seen to have reversed, with those in industrial regions leaning more towards opposition rather than support of the conflict. The key issues causing strain within industrial regions during the First World War was increased production balanced with the need for wages to meet rising living and rent costs. Robbins suggests there was a fear that ‘South Wales and Clydeside would come out in opposition to the war’.
 These fears were not unfounded with the strike of 1915 as a prime example. Prompted by tightening conditions and increasing criticism of their work systems, the coal miners stopped work until mediation by Lloyd George resulted in improvements.
  O’Brien offers the following explanation for the strikes: ‘the miners were strongly patriotic, but had been driven to strike by the belief that their patriotism was being exploited by the owners’.
 The claims that the strikes and industrial unrest were ‘wholly financial’ and more indicative of long term issues relating to wages which had caused a number of strikes and riots including in 1912, as opposed to attitudes to the war, is a logical conclusion and is in line with Morgan’s statement.
Industrial Wales’ position regarding the war was more complex than other regions, since their enthusiasm for or opposition to war was closely tied to their livelihoods. It can be however be summarised that although many put aside their political objectives regarding industry, unrest was not absent during the war.
In conclusion, as Morgan’s statements show, Welsh attitudes to war can seem baffling due to their contrasting stances in the Boer and Great War. The formation of these views however, through aspects of Welsh society, from religious influences to national feeling, demonstrate a complex formation of attitudes. Within the context of these factors, it is likely that the majority of the population were mildly pro-war, although with significant anti-war elements existing for both conflicts. Many were likely to be sympathetic to some aspects of the conflicts, including commonality between the Welsh and the Boers, or pacifist movements in some regions. When assessed with the background of changing policies, and even the transformation of key characters including Lloyd George, it is clear that opinions of the conflicts were not static, but underwent significant change throughout the period. 
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