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n'  A SET OF DISCUSSION PAPERS: ASTROLOGY AND THEORY
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5 . I

Alt APORTA FOn ASTROLOGY Pntrick Curry llay 1963

"Aporia ia a figare uhereby tlw tWakor ahewech trnt he ,Toubteth,
eicher vhere to begin for the aLtitdz ol tm;ter, or uJ:'ot to do
or say in aane atrange diawut thittg.t (165?)

I ntroduction

This essay is sevcral thingr. l t  is a dcscript ion of rhc world
of modern English asrrology; i t  i r  .  cnt iquc of rhat vorld; and
it is a prolegom€na to thc Lind of involvcmcnt vith. or sfudy of
astrology thar I  noy sea ar dcrirablc. ln so far as the questron
can be  jus t l y  askcd.  vhy  havc  any thrng  d t  a l l  to  do  v r rh  as t ro l -
ogy .  my cssay  is  a lso  an  'apor ia ' .

ln conrcmporary Engltrh . . trology. i t .  is posriblc to discern
at lcast threc dist lnct ca[pr, yi lb thrcc di i fcrcnr ori€nrarrons
rovard asrrology. l ly dcrcrlpt ionr of cach arc dravn fron personal
obscrva t lon ,  rcpres€nta l l vC l i t c r r tu rc .  and sooc  eopr r ica l  rnvesr lg -
a t ion  _by  Nevton  (1981-2)  and Lcyandovsk i  ( l982) .  A l though rhe
at t r tudes  I  skc tch  ou l  can  no t  bc  a isocra ted  y i rh  any  spcc i f i c  rnd-
iv idua ls ,  they  do  havc  ins i l i i t i ona l  subsr ruc tures  (howiver  loose ly
o r g . a n r z e d ) ;  t h e y  a l r o  t c n d  t o  h a v c  a  ' h e r o ( s ) ' , .  v h o  e x e m p i i f r e !
and . lus t i f ies  thos€ v icvs  to  thc i r  ho lders .

I  have used f i vc  rough-hevn conccprua l  d imcns ions ,  yh ich
suggested  lherns€ lvcs  in  cons idcr ing  thc  raa tc r ra l :
( l )  Rad ica l /conscrva t lvc  (h  a  non-noroar tv€  scns€,  tovaro  asr ro t -

ogy ;  a  par t  o f  rh is  cons idE i i r ron  ts  rhe  exrenr  to  yh ich  rhc
person 's  be l i c f r  about  as t ro logy  are  in lcor r ig ib le  by  .ours rde ,
ev id€nce.

(21  Soc i l l  marg ina l l t y ,  in  rc la t ion  to  the  overa l l  soc ia l  conrexr .
r3 t  E l i t i s t /popu l i6 r .
l4) Phi losophical ly oatcrir l lst. / tdcaltrr.
(5 )  Exp l i c r t / lop l l c t t ,  i .e .  thc  Gxrcnr  to  wh ich  ru lcs  o f  as t ro log ica l

intcrprctat ion arc spccif lcd and adhcred to.

.  The four att i tudcs atrG:
( I  )  Hcrrrcneutic asrrolog'y, to bc found in rhe Asrrological Lodge

off iucr and peoplc inctudc (besir les hcrmen-
eut tcs ,  phenomeno logy .  Dys t ic ism.  He idegger  (and Gadamerr .

t2 )  
S lgho log ica l  g i t ro loqy .  ro  bc  found marn lv  in  rhe  Asr ro logrca l
A s s o c l a t l o n : ' n u m a n i s t i c '  a s t r o l o g y / p s y c h o l o g y ,  T h e o s o p h y .
J u n g  ( a n d  f , u d h y a r  e r  a l . ) .

(3) Scienti l ic rstrologr. to bc found in a small  group cal led AIR
r%6i-ogia;rrffimarion and Rescarch' ) anrlllsevhcre: phil-
osophy/sociology of 6cicnccr poslr iviso. emprrrcisrn. Gauquelin
( a n d  D e a n ) .

11 ,  s l ruc tu ra l i s r  rs r ro logy .  ro  b€  found in  la lc  t ,Rad ica l  Asr ro rogy
grorlF:Ir semGiicsr post-strucruralrsn or dcconsrrucl ion. Derrida( a n d  F o u c a u l t ) .

rha t  s i tua l ion  fo r  the  be t tc r .  -  vha t  i s  a  re l ! l i vc ly  p loqre . :s rve
(as  opposcd lo  r .ac t ionary  I  vay  lo  bG invo lvcd  s t th  asr ro logy?
Thar  rs  the  quesr ron  I  vou ld  l i ke  to  bcg in ,  a t  l cas t r  to  andvcr .
I t  rs not my purposc to attach phi losoPhic. l  or Pol i t ical idcnrrt icc
to certain Pcrsons or 8rouPg.

Cnc last pornl about tr t les: both this essay's and my book's.
I  vas once going to Yrite a bok cal lcd 'An Alphcus for Asrrology. '
Alphcur vai thc rtvcr that Hcrcules dlvcncd to clcan out lhc
actuuulatcd f i t th of thc Augean stablcs. Thal vas thc slate I sav
artrology lo bc in. f lov matters scco ralhcr rcrc cmplicatcd. Yhar
rivcr ir  purc? Xonernelcss, thcrc trc dcgrccs of pol lut ion: and
sorrc poisons c.n heal, in snal l  dorcs- Fai l ing an Alpheus, an
Aporia vrll havc to do. Bur it rerrairt a poirrt of diffcrence tamong
orhers) bctvccn nysclf  and thc olher authors in th€sc Papcrs: thar
uhrle I  thrnk rhc study of asrrology her ruch to offcr, I  also
rhrnk ir  nceds radrcal izing morc lhrn ir  prcscnrly stands to radic-
a l i zc .

[otc:- For helpful discussion and cooocnls. I  an vcry grareful
to  Suzanna Cur ry .  Ray  Xecnoy.  Angu:  C la rkc ,  X ick  Campron,
Char les  l la rvey ,  Geof f rey  Cornc l ius ,  Grahau Doug las ,  Xar r in  Budd.
and Olg ie rd  Lcvandovskr .

There rs a glossa{I of tcrms ar thc cnd of the essay, before the
re le rences .

My c r i t iquc  o f  a l l  thcsc  pos i t ions  proceeds in  re la l ron  ro  rh is
c r i le r i cn : ,  g lven  the- -  par tous  s ta le  o f  thc  yor ld  today ,  anr j  rhe
amount  o f  l ruman su f fc r rng .  and g ivcn  a lso  tha l  ac t ing  in  a  con-
cer ted ,  in te l l igcnr  and conpass ionare  vay  cou ld  char ige  sorn€  o f
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Hermeneu t i c  As t ro l ogy  (HA)

l l e r m e n e u l r c  a s t r o l o g y  i s  a  r e c e n t  d e v e i o p n r e n t ,  w h o s e  p r e s e n l

I n 5 r r t u t l o n a i  h o m e  l 5  a  m u c h  o l d e r  o r g a n l z a t l o n .  l h e  A s r r o l o g r c a l
L o c g e  o f  L o n d o n  ( u n t i l  r e c e n t l y ,  o f  t h e  1 ' h e o s o p h r c a l  S o c r e t v t .  T h c
l a r r e r  g r o u p  c a m e  r n t o  b e r n g  t n  1 9 1 5 ,  a 5  p a r t  o f  t h e  g r e a t  o c c u l l
r e v t v a l  o f  r h e  r r m e .  T h e  ( n o w )  l a r g e r  A s t r o l o g r c a l  A s s o c r a t r o n  b r o k e
a w a v  l n  1 9 5 8 .  J u s r  a  f e w  y e a r 5  a g o .  t h e  e l e c r e d  p o s i r r o n s  w r l l r r n
I n e  A s r r o l o g r c a l  L o d g e  v e r e  t a k e n  b y  a  n u m b e r  o f  i r s  y o u n g e r
members .  vho  have  s rnce  se t  t he  Lodge  on  a  neh /  and  re rna rkab le
c o u r s e .  I n s t r l u t t o n a l l y ,  i t  i s  n o  l o n g e r  u n d e r  t h e  a e g l s  o f  t h e  T . S ,
5 r m r i a r l y ,  t h e  p r e - e m r n e n t  p h r l o s o p l r r c a l  t e n e t s  a r e  n o  l o n q e r  t h e o -
s o p h r c a i  o r  e v e n  ' o c c u l t ' ,  b u t  r a t h e r  a r e  t n o s e  o f  M .  H e r d e g g e r
a n d  H , - G .  G a d a m e r .  v h i c h  { f o r  b r e v i t y )  I  w r l l  c a l l  ' h e r m e n e u l i c a ' .

F r n a l l y ,  r h e  p a r a d i g m a r i c  k i n d  o f  a s r r o l o g y  a d v o c a r e d  r s  n o l  n a r a l
b u t  h o r a r y  a n d  m u n d a n c .  e s p e c i a l l y  a c c o r d r n g  t o  l T t h  c e n t u r y
r u l e s .

I  s h o u l d  m a k e  i t  c l e a r  t h a t  H A  i s  n o t  n e c e s s a r r l y  t y p r c a i  o l
t h e  b u l k  o f  L o d g e  m e m b e r s ,  m a n y  o f  w h o m  s t r i l  p r a c t r c e  p r r r n a r i l y
n a t a l  a s r r o l o g y  a n d  h a v c  n e v e r  h e a r d  o f  i l e r d e g g e r .  N o r r e t h e l e s s ,
r t  t s  t h e  k i n d  o f  a s t r o l o g y  u n c e a s r n g l y  p r a c t r c e d ,  a n d  p r e a c h e d .
by  r l e  Lodge  l eade rs .

l n  t h e  v r e w  o f  H A ,  s u c h  a s r r o l o g y  l s .  v h e n  c c r r e c l l v  u n c l e r -
s t o o d  a n d  p r a c r i s e d .  p r e c r s e l y  a n d  p o v e r f u i l y  ' t r u e ' .  r n  t h e  s e n s e
o f  s q i r r t u a l l y  h e i p f u l .  T h a t  i s  -  a n d  t h r s  i s  t h e  d r s t r n c t l v e  p o l n r  -

a s t - o i o g t  i s  s e e n  a s - e s s e n t i a l l y  a  w a y  o f  p r e s e r v r n g  a n d  d e v e l o p r n g  / , '
a  

' m a g r c a l '  a t t i t u d e .  a t  a  t r m e  a n d  i n  a  s o c l e l v  t h a t  i s  h o s l i l g - '
l o  such  an  a t t i t ude .  Such  an  a t t i t ude  l s  r den t r f r ed  w r th  l he  k1 " r { d
o f  m y s t i c a l  e x p e r i e n c e  d e s c r i b e d  i n  m y s t l c a l  a n d  r e l i g t o u s  J a i e r -
a t u r e ,  a n d  i n  H e i d e g g e r ' s  p h i l o s o p h y .  A n d  b y  t h e  s a m e  t o k e d .  r h e
' e n € m y '  t s  i d e n t i f i e d  a s  s c i e n c e .  p a r t t c u i a r i y  t e c n n o l o g l c a l , " s c t e n . e .
a n d  a c c o m p a n y i n g  p r a c l i c a l - m a n i p u l a t i v e - r e a l i s t  a r t i t u d e s / "

The  k rnd  o ,  as r ro l ogy  seen  as  bes t  r ea i r z i ng  a  mg . { r ca l  a t t une -
men t  \ r i r h  t he  un i ve r se  i s  s t r i c t l y  t r ad i t l ona l .  and r l r sua i l y  ho ra r y
o r  mundane ,  Na ra l  as t r o l ogy ,  by  con t ras t ,  r s  pe rae rved  as  

- f n i ?o .

auc i i ! -T i - - un rvan ted  (and  a l l  t oo  human)  f uzz i npas  i n t o  as t r o l og i ca l

l udgemen t ;  t he  s t r i c t  r u l es  o f  ho ra r y ,  by  cgn t ras t ,  pe rm l t  sha rp
j ud lemen ts .  (See  Co rne l i u r ,  1978 -9 ) .  

'  
' /

The  pu rposc  o f  l he  j udgemenr  i s  no t  p r rma r r l y  t o  l ea rn  any -
t h i ng  neu  abou t  t h€  sub jec t  o f  t he  . hu rn t ,  o r  l o  conmun i ca te  such
a  t h i ng  t o  o the rs .  l ns tead  o f  t h i s  -  t , h6  t r ad i t r ona i  po rn t  o f  as t r o -
l ogy  -  t he  po rn t  f o r  HA  i s  t o  con f y i n  ( o r  d i scon l i rm  )  t ha t  a l  l he
momen t  i n t u i t i ve l y  ( p re fe rab l y  t nsp i r ed l y )  chosen  as  t he  t ime  f o r
t h e  c h a r t ,  t h c  c h o o s e r  ( o r  s u b j e c t )  w a s  i n  h a r m o n y  o r  u n i r y  w i r h

the  un i v€ r se  (o r - iEJEE i ) ,  as  r ep resen ted  by  t he  t op i c  o f  t he  cha r r .
Fo r  t h i s  r eason ,  l i r e ra l  beg inn ings  " i n  ob jec r i v€  t ime "  a re  f r owned
on .  And  vha t  con f i rms  a  s ta te  o f  un r t y  l s  t he  " r ad i ca l i t y "  o f  t he
c h a r t  i n  q u e s t i o n  -  e . B .  t h e  c l o s e n e s s  o f  t h e  a p p r o p r i a t e  p l a n e t s
( b y  t r a d i l i o n a i  r u l e r s h i p s )  t o  t h e  M . C .  o r  o t h e r  a n g l e s .  o r  b y
aspec t  -  p re fe rab l y  i n  m inu tes ,  r a the r  t han  deg rees ,  o f  a r c  r n
l o n g i t u d e .  ( O f  c o u r s e ,  a  ' n o n - r a d i c a l '  c h a r t  c a n  b e  d i s c o n f i r m r n g .

Uha t  i r  can ' t  d i s con f i rm ,  hov reve r ,  i s  t he  e f f i cacy  o f  as t r o l ogy , )
I  g6d--- i t rar t  interprctnt ion by a Lodge ieader is  a remarkable

he rmeneu t i c  exc r c i se .  l t  can  po in l  ou t  ( c rea te?  )  and  e l abo ra te
me a n r n g s. . a nd y" I :. -"t, rlTf.s : ̂ , :" : "",..""i1.11 liii lrfl",1".:?l

I n l r u o e :  l n e  m o r e  s o  s l n c e ,  a s  I  n a v e  s a t o ,  t n a t  t s  n o t  i t :  g o a l .
T h r s  k r n d  o f  a s t r o l o g y  r s  a  c r a r t  o r  a r t  -  n o l  a  . u s e f u l  

l o o l ,
l w h r c h  i s  m o r e  r h e  a r r i r u d e  o f  p s y c h o l o g i c a l  a s t r o t o g y ) ,  a n d  c e r r -
a r n l y  n o t  a  s c l e n c e .  l t s  p o l n l  l s  s e l f - r e a l r z a t r o n  - - - , . a s t r o l o g y  r s
r h e  d i r e c t  e x p r e s s l o n  i t h e  a s l r o l o g e r ' s )  o w n  c o n d i r i o n . . , M o r e  t h a n
r h a l .  " E v e n  r f  w e  v a g u e . r y  r e c o g n i z e  t h e  p o t e n l l a l  o f  a s r r o l o g v  a s
a  v a v  o f  s e l f - u n d e r s r a n d i n g ,  y e  s h i r k  a v a y  f r o m  s e e r n e  o u r J e l v e s
l n  r h e  n a k e d  l i g h r  o f  a s r r o l o g y . "  ( t { a t s o n .  l g g l  )  A  n i r d  q c r  r o
fo l l ow ,  bu t  t r y  r ^ / e  mu5 l .

. .  . P h r l o s o p h i c a l l y '  r h i s  a r r i r u d e  m a y  b c  d e s c r i b e d  a s  s o l i p c i s m .
8v  HA ' s  own  rns i s rence ,  agd  t ha t  o f  He idegge r ,  l l  i s  no t ' - i f i E r im ,
a n d .  o b v r o u s l y  n o t  m , a t y r { a h s m .  B u t  s o l i p c i s m  i s  a  s p e c l e s  o f
1 {qa ! ! sm ,  wh rch  I IA  a !6  d r savovs  -  bu r  no r ,  I  r h i nk ,  ve r y  con*
;Gcfi$y. ./

l_n i ls  at l i t2de loward asrro iogical  doctr ine,  HA is  h ighly
c o n s e l v a l l v e .  

) d  r e m a r k e d  e a r l r e r ,  i f  p r e i e r s  o l d e r ,  t r a d r t r 6 n a i
i ; i r i l "gy  to /6wer  - .var ianrs .  

(  I  have he i rd  r t  mooted  by  HA sra l -
war rs  tha ;p ,1he rea l  d_ovnfa l l  o f  as t ro logy  began w i rh  r i re  Greeks ,
c t . r . c a .  

t N .  c e n r u r y  A , D .  )  T h i s  a r t l r u d e  p r o r e c t s  a s t r o l o g y  a g a r n s r
a l l  b s t t  r h e  m o s l  l n s i s l e n r  ' o u t s r d e '  e m p i r i c a l  e v i d e n c e l -  t h J  o n l v
r es ] - i t nony  pe rmr r t ed  ep i s t emo log i ca l  we igh r  i s  t he  an i t ude  and  as r ro -
. ! d3 r ca  I  comDe tenc :  o f  : he  ! es t i f  i e r ,  and  c the  r  p r rna  f . r c : e  as t r c l oe_
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, , . / t c . a l  . e v r d e n c e .  
( F o r  e x a m p l e ,  o f  r h e  l a t l e r ,  a  h o r a r y  c h a r r  r o  d e c r d e

/ /  w h e l h e r  o r  n o r  a s t r o l o g y  i s  v a l i d !  - a l  o n e  L o d g e  r a l k .  M y  p o r n t
. /  t h a r  t h e r e  w a s  n o  r a y  t h e  c h a r r  c o u l d  a n s w e r  i i  t n e  n e g a t r v e  m € l

v l l h  r n c o m p r e h e n s i o n .  )  l n  a  s e n s e .  t h e r e f o r e ,  H A  r s  p s y c h o i o g r c a i l y
lhe  mosr  comfor tab ie  w i th  as l ro iogy ,  because i t  i s  so  we l l -p roGcted.

ln  re la r ion  to  rhe  ovcra l l  soc ia l  con tex t ,  hovever ,  the  HA
g r o u p  i s  h r g h l y  m a r g r n a l .  I  s u s p e c l  t h e s e  r w o  f a c e t s  a r e  n o r
u n r e l a r e d ;  w i t h  a p o l o g i e s  f o r  t h e  a m a t e u r  s o c i o l o g y ,  r h e  m a r g r n a l -
rz r ,ng  be l ie fs  p robab ly  become charged v i rh  g rea ter - rhan-usuaf  s rg -
n r f r c a n c e :  c o n s e q u e n t l y  t h e y  b e c o m e  b o t h -  i n d i v i d u a l i z i n g  u n a
p r e c i o u s ,  a n d  m u s t  b e  p r o l e c t e d ;  t h e  s t r c n g l h € n e d  u n c o n v e n t i o n a l
c o n v i c t i o n s  l e a d  t o  f u r t h e r  s o c i a l  d e f i n l t i o n  a s  m a r g i n a l ,  a n d  s o  o n .

I t  go€s  a lmost  v i thout  say ing  tha t  HA is  e l i t i s r  o r  esorer rc i
the  l {ay  i s  nar rov ,  and many (o r  in  th is  case. ; *Tev)  a re  ca l led .
bu t  lew {even feyer )  a re  chosen.

L e r  u s  t u r n  t o  t h e  ' h e r o e s ' ,  l n  t h i s  c o n t e x t .  i t  i s n . t  d i f f i c u l t
to  unders tand the  appea l -  o f  He idegger  -  a  power fu l l y  obscure
t h i n k e r ,  t u r n e d  r o v a r d s ' B e i n g ' a n d  a w a y  f r o m  s o c i a l  t r i v r a ,  o r
indeed,  humanness  as  most  o f  us  knov  i t :  an  uncompromrs ing ly
ant i -sc ien l i f i c  t rad i t iona l i s t  and Romant ic  i  lhe  c lear ing  in  ihe
Foresr  (o r  Tv ickenham,  a t  a  p inch) .  He idegger ,s  no tor ious ly
to r luous  prose s ty le  i s  in  a [ r .c t ion  fo r  some -  ev idence tha t  he
is  wres t l ing  v i th  i ssucs  tha t  de fy  s imp le ,  super f i c ia l  express ion . -
and equa l ly  I  rcpu ls ion  fo r  o th€r3  -  ev idence tha t  he  doesn, t
rea l l y  havc  much to  say .  But  there  is  one b ig  p rob lem concern ing
Herdegger ,  thc  subs tancc  o f  vh ich  secms fa i r l y  c lear -cu t .  a t  leas l
to  beg in  v i rh .  That  p rob len  is  the  na tur .  o f  borh  He ideggcr  and
hrs  ph t losophy in  re la t ion  ro  Naz ism.  Br ie f l y ,  ro  s rar r  i r th  h is
persona l  invo lvemenl ,  He idcgger  acred  as  Rector .o f  F re iburg  Un iv -
ers i ty  in  1933-1  under  thc  Naz i  reg ime.  Dur ing  th is  per iod ,  he
appeared on  p la t fo rms y i th  p rominent  un i fo rmed Haz is ,  and exro l l cd
" lhe  inner  t ru th  and grea tness  o f  !h rs  movemcn l "  (Nat iona l  Soc ia l -
i s m  ) .

^ -  i L ,  a r h a r  h r n r t  r - o r a i n o  t o  R -  K e a r n e v  0 9 9 3 )  a n d  o t h e r s ,
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of  '  s temming the  t ide .  '  Perhaps  the  t ru th  i s  somerrhere  ln  be t \^ reen
-  l t  was  ambiva len t .  In  any  case,  He idegger  never .  tn  the  fo r ty -
o d d  y e a r s  r r p  t i l l  h i s  d e a t h  i n  1 9 7 6 ,  u n d e r r o o k  t o  c l a r i f y ,  j u s t t f y
o r  e x p l a i n  h i s  p o s l t i o n .  A s  K .  V o n n e g u t  h a s  v r i t t e n  o f  C e l l n e ,  " i t
may a t  las t  bc  poss tb le  to  perce ive  a  tv is ted  k ind  o f  honour  ln
h is  dec l in ing  to  speak  o f  remorse  or  to  o f fe r  excuses  o f  any  k ind"
11982,  p .273) .  Or  t  may be  be ing  too  harsh .  But  the  pr tnc tpa l
i6sue,  i t  seems to  me,  l s  vhe ther  o r  no t  l le ldegger 's  ph i losophy,
wh ich  is  so  in f luent ia l  in  the  HA v lew,  l s  ob jec t lve ly  sy rnpatF* Ic
to  reac t ionary  ex t rc rnes .  ln  t ry ing  to  dcc ide  th is ,  i l  l s  no t  necers -
ary  to  examlne h i6  l l te  in  g rea t  de ta l l ,  so  much as  vha l  he  wro te
a n d  s a i d .

To my mind.  there  is  l t t t le  ques t ion  tha t  such an  examinat ion
shovs  He idegger  to  be  deep ly  reac t lonary .  The emphas is  on  ' roo ted-

n e s s '  a n d  ' a u t h e n t i c l t y . '  s h a r e d  w i t h  N a t i o n a l  S o c i a l l s m .  i s  n o l
a n  a c c i d e n t .  T o  q u o t e  G e o r g e  S t e i n e r  ( 1 9 7 8 .  p . l l 8 l .

T h e r e  i s  i n  H e i d e g g e r ' s  s u p p o s i t l o n .  i t s e l f  a t  o n c e  m e t a p h o r l c a l
and mesmer lc ,  tha t  l t  i s  no t  man \ rho  speaks  vhcre  language
is  mos l  fu l le  e f fec t l ve ,  bu t  ' l anguage l t se l f  th rough man. '
an  ominous  h in t  o f  H i t le r ' s  b rand o f  lnsp i ra t lon .  o f  the  Naz i
use  o f  the  human vo ice  as  a  t rumpet  p layed upon an  immense
n u m i n o u s  l a l s o  a  f a v o u r i t c  v o r d  o f  J u n g ' s .  n o t e )  a g e n c l e s
b e y o n d  r h e  p u n y  v i l l  o r  J u d g e m e n r  o f  r a t i o n a l  m a n .  T h i s  m o t l v e
gf _dghumenization ls key . .  .  The idiom of the pureTf-o-nlologl
r c a l  b l e n d E  v r i t h  t h a t  o f  t h e  i n h u m a n .  ( M y  e m p h a s i s ) .

T h i s  p a s s a g e  i s  v o r t h  r e m e m b e r l n g . t h e  m o t l f  i d e n r l f l e d  w i l l
re -appear  e lsevhere .

I  wou ld  l i ke  the  reader  to  bc  c lear  tha t  I  am not  iden t t fy ing
a - n y  p e r s o n s  ( o r  g r o u p s ) . r i t h  e x t r e m i s m ;  I  a m  p o i n t i n g  o u t  s u c h
e lements  in  a  v iev ,  as  I  v i l l  be  do ing  aga in  la te r .  Such e lements
are  ( I  ma in ta in )  imp l tc i t  in  the  v iev ,  ;U le f t i ve ly  speak ing ,  regard-
less  o f  whether  the  ho lders  o f  the  v levs  are  a .a re  b f  them or  no t .

Other  d iscuss ions  (among many)  vh ich  cou ld  be  looked a l  a re
Gellner ( 1982 ) ,  r .rho sees the roots of modern fasclsm part ly in
Romant ic lsm (vh ich  "had a lways  been ra ther  keen on  da j  Daemon-
ische,  vh ich  exc i tes  ln  a  way tha t  re6son cannot , , ) :  and Tebb l t t
(19821,  who po in ts  to  the  cho ice

Betveen ( l )  the  de fence o f  the  cons t r i c ted  fo rmal  ra t lona l l sm
disgu ised as  . . .  un{versa l  reason;  (2 }  the  reversa l  to  l r ra t lon-
a l i sm exp lo i t ing  the  h idden bu t  inc reas ing ly  v ts tb le  weaknesses
of  th is  fo rmal  sys temi  and (3 )  the  emerg ince  o f  a  more  expan-
s ive  and rea l l s t i c  ra t lona l l sm.  l t  shou ld  be  no ted  tha t  l ie id -
egger  i s  an  unambiguous and exp l l c i t y  advocate  o f  the  second
o f  t h e s e  f o r c e s .  ( p . 2 f )

Hovever sympathetic one may feel for the second force aa
aga ins t  the  f i rs t .  t t  l s  no t  an  adequat€  subs t l tu te  fo r  the  th i rd .
That  fac t  i s  sure ly  one lesson to  be  dravn f rom the  shor t - I i ved
resurgence o f  Rornant ic  i r ra t iona l i sm in  p re-war  Germany and aga in
in the late l96os and early 1970s (boitr f lmes accompanied b-y a
reneva l  o f  in tc res t  ln  occu l t i sm and as t ro logy) .

.More  recent ly ,  the  ph l losophy-o f  HA has  enJoyed a  vogue ln
academla; for example, Rorty ( l980) prescnts a 

- 
herolc trtr i i ty of

Heidegger,.  Vfi t tgen6tcin and Devey. Tl ie pair lng of the f lrst tyo
ls .  cer ta in ly  p laus lb le ,  and an  exa l ta t ton  o f  in ; f fab i l l t y  and " tha t
vh ich  cannot  be  sa id"  ( to  vh ich  the  young Eng l ish  ph i losopher
F.P.  Ramsey ie  supposed to  havc  rcp l i cd . - ' , yeJ  and you can ' t

wh is t le  i t  e r tner .  r ,  Note  tne  dr rec t  lnn lb r t ron  to r  p ronrDr l ron ,  o r
c r i t lque i  the  impor tance o f  soc io -cu l tu ra l  ' l anguage games '  and
c o n s e q u e n t l y  t h e  e m p h a s i s  o n  \ r h o  i s  s p e a k l n g ,  r a t h e r  t h a n  \ " / h a t
is  be ing  ia id  (  see  Lakatos  fT9-78b) ,  b r i l l i a i t l y .  l f  po lemic i lT l l
o n  t h e  " W i t t g e n s t e i n i a n  T h o u g h t - p o l l c e " ) .

Les l  one th ink  tha t  e l i t i s l  conserva t ism come6 in  ug ly  appare l .
a  s t o r y  o f  R u s s e l l ' s  c o n c e r n i n g  W l t t g e n s t e l n  n i g h r  b e  i n s t r u c t i v e .

I  to ld  h im hc  ought  no t  s imp ly  to  s ta te  vhat  he  th inks  t rue ,
bu t  to  g ive  arguhents  fo r  i t ,  bu t -TE-  sa ld  a rguments  vou ld
spo i l  l t s  beauty ,  and tha t  hc  vou ld  fee l  as  l f  he  vas  d l r ty ing
a  f l o w e r  w i t h  m u d d y  h a n d s . . .  I  t o l d  h t m  I  h a d n ' t  t h e  h e a r t
t o  s a y  a n y t h i n g  a g a i n s t  t h a t .  a n d  t h a t  h e  h a d  b e t t e r  a c q u i r e
a  s l a v e  t o  s t a t e  t h e  a r g u m e n t s

W l t t g e n s t e i n ,  l n c i d e n t a l l y ,  w a s  a  m a j o r  i n f l u e n c e  o n  T . 5 .  K u h n ,
a n d  t h e  o m n i p r e s e n t  ' p a r a d i g m '

Myst ica l  an t l - reason o f  the  'beaut l fu l '  sor t  can  be  heard  a l
as t ro log ica l  lec tu res  everywhere .  Wi th  HA,  hourever .  l t  has  been
e leva ted  f rom a  mat te r  o f  mudd le-headed to le rance to  a  mat te r  o f
p r inc ip le  and ar t .  l t  i s  accompan ied  by  techn iques  fo r  ou t f lank ing
log ica l  and empi r l ca l  c r i t i c i sm -  fo r  example ,  s imp ly  d isqua l i f y ing
s t a t e m e n t s  b y  a n y o n e  w h o  d o e s  n o t ' p r a c t i c e ' a s t r o l o g y ,  o r  e v e n
h a s  ' t h e  w r o n g  a t t i t u d e . '  A n o t h e r  c o m m o n  t e c h n i g u e  h a s  b e e n  w e l l -
d e s c r i b e d  b y  P .  B o u r d i e u  a s  " r a d l c a l  o u t - t h i n k i n g . "  H e  v r l t e s  t h a t
i t s  p r a c t i t i o n e r s '

most  re l lab le  annexat lon  s t ra tegy  1o  to  se t  h imse l f  uP as  6
t t  a l r s r e r r d e r r r  L u r r 5 L  r i J u 5 r t e s 5  , 1 . . . u i e  o l  5 u P P r y  l n g  I l l e  p e r s o n

o r  i n s t i t u t l o n  t o ' r h i c h  i t  a d d r e s s e s  l t s e l f  ( i n  t h i s  c a s e ,  b o t h
sc ien t i f i c  and 'o rd lnary '  as t ro logy)  w l th  a  se l f - t ru th  o f  vFJEE
that  person or  ins t i tu t lon  has  been d lsposs€ssed.  The typ ica l l y
ph i losoph ica l  s t ra tegy  o f  rad lca l  ou t - th ink ing  (one o f  l le id -
egger '  s  favour i te  tac t i cs  )  . .  .  i s  used sys temat tca l l y  in  the
s t rugg le  aga ins t  the  s& ia l  sc iences  .  .  .  (  l98O)

Other  s t ra teg ies  used to  de fend HA,  and vh ich  are  par t  o f
the  v iev  i t se l f ,  tnc lude:  ( l )  an  a l tempt  ro  deva lue  so-ca l l cd
"ob jec t ive  t ime"  and pr ise  l t  apar t  f rom moments  o f  s lgn l f i cance;
(21  a  para l le l  a t tempt  to  d lvorce  the  "phenomenon o f  exper lence"
f rom " the  exper lence o f  an  ob jcc t i ve  phenomenon"  (Corne l ius ,1982)
and ident l f y  as t ro logy  so le ley  l r i th  thc  fo rmer ;  (3 )  a  th i rd  para l le l
e f fo r t  to  rad ica l l y  d ls t lngu ish  be t \ . reen the  s ing le  "un ique"  case
and many cases ,  and aga ln  ldent t fy  as t ro logy  so le ly  w i th  the
former ;  and (4 )  an  echo o f  the  phenomoeno log ls ts '  s logan,  'To  the
th ings  themse lves ! '  - -  in  p leas  to  " le t  the  phenomena emerge by
thernse lves"  (Watson,  l98 l  ) ,  and to  see vhether  thc  as t ro log ica l
mgp "does or does not !3_!g! yi . ta astrological signlf tcancc"
( C o r n e l i u s ,  1 9 7 9 ) .

ln  th ls  las t  ins tance par t l cu la r ly ,  I  must  a le r t  the  reader
to  a  cur ious ly  c lose  resemblance to  a  pos i t i v ls t  s t ra tegy /a t i l tudc
which  v i l l  be  encountered  la lc r .  Bo th  speak  o f  ' fac ts '  ( thc  onc
astrological,  the other sclentl f ic) i3-tf  these nere unproblematlc
and needcd l l t t le or no human lnterpretat lon or negotlat lon.

Aga ins t  the  above po in ts .  I  must  asser t  thar  (  I  )  there  can
be no experience rr l thout an obJectlve, as vel l  a6 a subjectlvc,
pole; l2l  that the so-cal led unlquc casc cln only bc madc sensc
of in the context of one's experiencc of other-cascs - to vhlch
it  has resemblances and dlf ferenccs and that thc dcsptscd
'avaraged '  cascs  ar€  madc up  Jus t  o f  a  mu l t l tude  o f  'un lquc '
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P A  i n  s o  f  a r  a s  i l  e m b o d i e s  h i s ,  i s  n o \ r /  m o r e  o f  h i n d r a n c e  t h a n
a  he lp  -  t o  as t r o l oge rs  and  non -as t ro l oge rs  a l l ke .

I  h a v e  d i s c u s s e d  J u n g ' s  p s y c h o l o g i s m .  O n e  c o n s e q u e n c e  I  h a v e
n o t  y e t  m e n t i o n e d ,  a l t h o u g h  i t  i s  t o o  p r o m i n e n t  a  f e a t u r e  w i t h i n  P A ,
i s  t he  re l a ted  t endencey  t owrds  se l f - abso rp t i on .  One  Eu ropean
i n t e r p r e t e r  o f ' h u m a n i s t i c ' a s t r o l o g y ,  a n d  o f  J u n g  a n d  R u d h y a r
i n  p a r t l c u t a r ,  h a s  s a i d  t h a t  " T h e  g r e a t  p r o b l e m  f o r  a l l  o f  u s
h o w  t o  l i v e  a  b a i a n c e d  a n d  h a r m o n i c  ( s i c )  l i f e . . . "  ( A .  R u p e r t i ,
1 9 7 5 ;  i n  a  l e c t u r e  e n t i t l e d  " T h e  A s t r o l o g y  o f  l n d i v i d u a l  F u l f i l m i n t , , ) .
W e l l .  .  .  m o s t  o f  u s  d o  t r y  t o  l e a d  ' a  b a l a n c e d  l i f e '  ,  b u t  b y  \ . / h a t
s l r e t c h  o f  t h e  i m a g i n a t i o n  t h a t  " t h e  g r e a t  p r o b l e m ' ,  f o r  a l l  o f  u s ?
I t  i s  d i f f i c u l t  n o t  t o  r e p l y  -  n t c e  w o r k  i f  y o u  c a n  g e t - - i t ,  E v e n
a l l o w i n g  f o r  a  g e n e r o u s  i n t e r p r e t a t l o n  o f  t h i s  s r a t e m e n t  ( v h i c h
i s  n o t  u n t y p i c a l  i n  P A ) ,  t h e  p r o b l e m s  o f  m o s t  p e o p l e  a r e  r a t h e r
more  bas i c  t han  t ha t .  And  vha t  f oo tho ld  f o r  a  conce r t ed  soc ia l
ac t l on  o r  a  po l i t i c s  t o  mee t  some  o f  t hose  p rob lems  i s  t he re  i n
a  p r o g r a m m e  o f  " i n d l v i d u a l  f u l f i l m e n t " ?  S u c h  a  p r o g r a m m e  m a y
have  seemed  l ess  conse rva t i ve  and  se l f - se r v i nq  i n  1916  t han  l t
d o e s  i n  1 9 8 3 ,  b u t  1 ' m  a f r a i d  t h e  a n s w e r  t h e n ,  a s  n o w ,  i s ' v e r y
l i t t l e '  .  A n d  I  h a r d l y  n e e d  a d d ,  I  h o p e ,  r h a t  a  , s p i r i t u a l ,  o r' o c c u l t '  p a c k a g i n g  d o e s  n o t h i n g  t o  a l t e r  t h i s  s l t u a t i o n .

l n  c o n c i u - " i o n ,  P A  i s  t h e  m o s t  c e n t r i s t ,  t o l e r a n r ,  a n d  p o s s t b l y
m u d d l e d  o f  t h e  a p p r o a c h e s  t o  a s t r o l o g y  d l s c u s s e d  h e r e ,  M u d d l e
i s  n o t  a l w a y s  a  b a d  t h l n g ;  i t  o f t e n  g o e s  w i t h  l o l e r a t i o n ,  f o r  w h r c h
the re  i s  much  t o  be  sa id .  \ ' I h i i e  dep r i v i ng  PA  o f  some  o f  t he  power -
f u i l y - f e l t  s e n s e  o {  p u r p o s e  o f  H A  a n d  s c j . e n t i f i c  a s t r o l o g y ,  i t  m a k e s
P A  a  h a v e n  t o  m a n y .  O f  c o u r s e ,  t h e  t o l e r a n c e  o f  p A  h a s  l i m i t s
-  r ough l y  bounded  by  t he  me taphys i ca l  ex t r em ism o f  HA  on  t he
o n e  h a n d  a n d  s c i e n t i f i c  e x t r e m i s m  o f  t h e  o t h e r ,  w i t h i n  t h o s e  l i m i t s .
h o w e v e r ,  P A  s u c c e s s f u l l y  k e e p s  a  b r o a d  c h u r c h ,  i n c l u d i n g  c o n t a c t s
b e t w e e n  p e o p l e  a n d  g r o u p s  ( s u c h  a s  a l t  t h o s e  I  a m  d l s c u s s i n g )
w h o  m i g h t  o t h e r \ r i s e  n e v e r  m e e t .

T h a t  s a i d ,  t h e  s a r n e  a t t r i b u t e s  m a k e  a n y  r e s o l u t i o n  o f  i s s u e s
m o r e  u n l i k e l y .  l t  i s  h a r d  n o t  t o  s e e  t h e  p u r s u i t  o f  a s t r o i o g y  a s
r n d i v r d u a l i s t i c  p s y c h o i o g y  i l s ,  i n  p a r t .  a n  a d a p t a t i o n  t o  m o d e r n
i d e o l o g y .  i ' m  f a i r l y  s u r e  t t  r r i l l  s u r v i v e .  p e r l r a p s  e v e n  t h r i v e ,
a n d  c o n t i n u e  t o  h e l p  i n d i v i d u a l s  i n  i t s  v r a y ,  B u t  v h i l e  i t s  c h a n c e s
o f  b e c c m i n g  m o r e  s e l f - c r i t i c a l  a r e  s o  l o w ,  p A  i s  u n l i k e l v  e x c e e d
o f f e r i n g  a  ' c o s m i c '  

a n d  s u p p o r t i v q  p 6 n a s s 3 .

Scient i f ic  Astro logy ScA

B y  t h e  t e r m  ' s c i e n t i f i c  
a s t r o l o g y ' ,  I  d o  n o t  r n e a n  t h e  o p r n l o n

tha r  p resen t -day  as t r o l ogy  i s  a  sc i ence ;  I  mEEn  t he  be l i e f  t ha t
as t r o i ogy  poss ib l y  cons t i t u t es  a  p ro to - sc l ence ,  o r  a  deve lop ing
o n e ,  a n d  t h a t  p r o p e r  s c i e n t i f i c  r e s e a r c h  i s  t h e  w a v  t o  d e v e l o o
i r .

ScA is  represented by a smal l  but  far- f lung network of  people
conduct ing  and/or  fo l low ing  such research .  Such Deop le  a re  nor
t y p i c a i l y  t h e m s e l v e s  - ' p r a c t i s i n g '  a s t r o l o g e r s .  T h e y  a r L  b e s t  r e s p r e s -
e n t e d  b y  t h e  j o u r n a l  c o r r e l a t i o n ,  s o m e  o f  w h o s e ' e t l l t o r s  a n d  a i s o c -
ia tes  meet  in fo rmal ly , ;T  va ; t lng  in te rva ls ,  to  d iscuss  and coord in -
a t e  r e s e a r c h .

The pos i t ion  o f  ScA is  more  or  less  oppos i te  tha t  o f  l lA ,  w i th
PA somewhere  rn  be tween.  Most  obv ious ly ,  5cA has  embraced modern

s c i e n c e  ( v h i c h  t l A , a b h o r s ) ,  i o r  r e a s o n s  t h a t  a r e  n o t  a l v a y s  w e l l -
unders tood.  Cer ta in ly  there  is  a  des i re  fo r  sc ien t i f i c  recogn i t ion
and suppor t ,  to  end the  centur ies- long ex i le  o f  as t ro logy  f rom
W e s t e r n  h i g h  c u l t u r e .  A n d  c e r t a i n l y  p a r t  o f  t h e  r e a s o n  f o r  t h a t
w i s h  i s  t h a t  e x i l e  ( w h i c h  ' s c i e n t i f i c  a s t r o l o g e r s '  -  a c t u a l l y  r e -
searchers  -  sha . re )  i s  lone ly ,  low-s ta tus  and no t  much fun ,  to  say
n o t h i n g  o f  b a d l y - p a I d .  B u t  s u c h  e x i l e  i s  a l s o  c o r r e c l l y  s e e n  a s
inbred  and s te r i le .  Few s igh ts  a re  more  pa the t ic  than peop le  ta lk -
ing  to  themse lves ,  who have obv ious ly  fo rgo t ten  hov  to  ta lk ,  and
to  l i s ten  to  anyone e lse .  I  wou ld  guess  there  is  no-one o f  the  ScA
p e r s u a s i o n  w h o  h a s  n o t  s h a r e d  t h e  d l s m a y  o f  A .  L e v y :

I  o f l e n  g e t  t h e  f e e l r n g ,  a f t e r  t a l k i n g  t o  a s t r o l o g e r s ,  t h a t  t h e y
l i v e  i n  a  m e n t a l  f a n t a s y  w o r l d ,  a  k i n d  o f  a s t r o l o g i c a l  u n i v e r s e
where  no  exp lanat ions  ou ts ide  o f  as t ro log ica l  ones  are  per -
mi t ted .  and tha t  i f  the  events  o f  the  rea l  wor ld  do  no t  accord
wi th  as t ro log ica l  no t ions  or  p red ic t ions ,  then ye t  another  as t ro -
l o g i c a l  t e c h n i q u e  w i l l  h a v e  t o  b e  i n v e n t e d  t o  e x p l a i n  i t .  ( , 1 9 8 2 )

( T h i s  a t t l t u d e  h a s  a i r e a d y  b e e n  d i s c u s s e d ,  a b o v e , )  T h e  d e s i r e
f o r  s c i e n t i f i c  r e c o g n i t i o n r  t h e n ,  i s  n o t  p u r e l y  s e i f - i n t e r e s t .

5c{  sees  the  remedy fo r  th is  par ious  cond i t ion  o f  as t ro logy
t o  b e  t h e  s h a r p  a n d  s o b e r i n g  a i r  o f  ' h a r d  f a c t s ' .  T h a t  \ t a s  c e r t -
a i n l y  t h e  b e i i e f  o f  o n e  S c A  h e r o ,  J o h n  A d d e y .  C o m p a r i n g  m o d e r n
a s t r o l o g y  t o  p r e - G a l i l e a n ,  t h e o l o g i c a l l y  d o m i n a t e d  p h y s i c s ,  h e  w r o t e
t h a t  " T o d a y ,  i t  i s  t h e  o b s e r v a t i o n s  o f  M i c h e l  G a u q u e l i n  t h a t  a r e
s u p p l y i n g  t h e  n e e d e d  ' b r u t e  l ' a c t r " " ' 9 8 2 t  T h o s e  f a c t s  a ; e  a r r i v e d
at  by  as  scrupu lous  as  poss ib le  an  app l ica t ion  o f  sc ien l i f i c  methods
t o  a s t r o l o g y ,  i n  a n  a t t e m p t  t o  r o o r  o u t  a l l  w i s h f u l  t h i n k i n g  a n d
a r r i v e  a t  ' t h e  t r u t h '  a b o u t  a s t r o l o g y .

T h e  a t t i t u d e  o f  S c A  t o v a r d  a s t r o l o g y ,  t h e n ,  i s  t h a t  t h e r e  i s
' s o m e t h i n g  t o  i t '  -  a  c o r e  o f  .  t r u t h  ( o r  " n u g g e t  o f  g o l d ,  "  i n
Kep ler ' s  metaphor ,  sometTnre ! - luo iE?f -by  Gauque i in ) ,  su i - rounded
b y  a  g r e a t  d e a l  o f  g u l l i b i l i t y  a n d  o b f u s c a t i o n .  T h a t  c o r e  m a y  b e
of  g rea t  in te res t  and even have grea t  consequences ,  w i thout  necess-
a r i l y  b e i n g  -  a t  l e a s t  i n  t h e  s h o r t  r u n  -  o f  a n y  p r a c t i c a l  u s e .

Th is  pos i t ion  is  rad ica i  tovard  as t ro logy ;  more  than any  o ther
pos i t ion  here ,  be l ie fs - - l6ou- i  as t ro logy  are  open to  be ing  d iscon-
f i r m e d  b y  e v i d e n c e  a n d  c r i t i c i s m .  ( l  a m  n o t  s u g g e s t i n g  t h e y  a r e
t o t a l l y  o p e n ;  t h a t  d o e s n ' t  o c c u r  a n y w h e r e ,  a s  f a r  a s  c a n  b e  s e e n .
But  ScA is  cer ta rn ly  more  open;  to  the  po in t  where  negat ive  sc ien t -
i f i c  ev idence can,  and has ,  ex t ingu ished be l ie f  in  as t ro logy  com-
p le te ly .  I  ln  th is  way.  ScA proponents  a re  the  most  uncomfor tab le
o f  a l l  in  the i r  cogn i t i ve  re la t ionsh ip  to  as t ro logy ;  th -E-  g round o f
t h e i r  b e l i e f  t s  c o n s t a n t l y  u n d e r  t h r e a t ,  a n d  r e l a t i v e l y  u n p r o t e c t e d
b y  a  b a n  o n  n o n - a s t r o l o g i c a l  e v i d e n c e  a n d  e x p l a n a t i o n s  -  c f .  H A .

S o c i a l l y  s p e a k i n g ,  S c A  i s  t h e  l e a s t  m a r g i n a l  o f  t h e  f o u r .  A p a r t
from its ciosei relai ion to modern--EZTEntlf i r-Eif ios. the numbei of
acadern ic  degrees  po in ts  to  a t  leas t  some measure  o f  ln tegra t ion
i n t o  t h e  i n t e l l e c t u a l  c o m m u n i t y .

O n  b o t h  t h e s e  d i m e n s i o n s , ' r a d i c a l '  a n d ' m a r g i n a l ' ,  S c A  s t a n d s
rough ly  oppos i te  HA.  But  on  another ,  they  are  s lmi la r :  ScA tends
t o  b e  e l i t i s t .  o r  e s o t e r i c  ( i n  a  s o c l a l  s e n s e ) .  A  s c i e n t l f i c  a n d / o r
academid--Giining is hard-won, and not avai lable - for reasons
of  resources  or  d ispos i t ion  -  to  many.  In  th is  respec t ,  ScA s tands
o p P o s i t e  t o  t h e  w i d e  a p p e a l  o f  P A . S c A ' s  e s o t e r i c i s m  e x t e n d s  t o
t h e  d e l i v e r i n g  o f  j u d g e m e n t s  b y  a  q u a l i f i e d  e l i t e :  i n  t h r s  c a s e ,
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a  s c i e n t i f i c  e l l t e , ;  i n  t h e  c a s e  o f  H A ,  a  h e r m e n e u t i c  e l i t e .
L a s t l y ,  t h e  p o s i t l o n  o f  S c A  p h l ) o s o p h i c a i l y  i s  c l e a r l y  o n e  o f

( t r a d i t i o n a i ,  n o n - M a r x r s l )  m a t e r l a l i s m

W h o  a r e  t h e  S c A  h e r o e s ?  J o h n  A d d e y  i s  o n e ,  a s  a l r e a d y  r n e n -
t i o n e d .  A c t u a l l y ,  A d d e y ' s  w o r k  o n ' h a r m o n i c s ' ( 1 9 7 6 )  5 p a n s  5 c A
a n d  P A  -  t h e  l a t t e r  n o t  i n  t e r m s  o f  s i g n s - a n d - h o u s e s  ( v h i c h  h e
a c t u a l l y  m i s t r u s t e d  )  b u t  o f  s p i r i t u a l  p r i n c i p l e s ,  a p p r o a c h a b l e
th rough  a  k i nd  o f  s c i en t i f l c  numero logy .  ve r y  much  l n  t he  sp i r i t
o !  Kep le r .  Tha t  t he  t heo ry  o f  ha rmon i cs  t r i es  t o  connec t  ScA  and
P A  i s  b o t h  i t s  i m p o r t a n c e  a n d  i t s  p r o b l e m  i t  t e n d s  t o  b e  d i s -
t r u s t e d  a s  t o o  s c i e n t i f i c  b y  P A  a s t r o l o g e r s .  a n d  a s  t o o  m y s t i c a l
b y  S c A  r e s e a r c h e r s t  W h e t h e r  o r  n o t  h a r m o n i c s  w i l l  b e a r  o u l  t h e i r
e a r l y  p r o m i s e .  c h a n c e s  d o n . l  l o o k  g o o d  B u t  c e r r a i n l y  A d d y  h i m s e t f
f e l t  s t r o n g l y  t h a l  " t h e r e  i s  n o  i n c o n s i s t e n c y  b e t r , r ' e e n  s u c h  ( s c i e n t i f i c

o r  e m p i r r c a l )  o b s e r v a t i o n s  a n d  t h e  ' h i g h e r  r e a s o n '  o I  a  t r u l y  p h i l -
c s o p h i c a l  v i e v  "  ( 1 9 8 2 ) .

P e r s o n a l l y  I  a g r e e .  u p  t o  a  p o i n t .  w i t h  h i s  p r e s c r i p t i o n
f o r  a s t r o l o g y  l t ' s  n o t  t h a t  e v e r y  ( o r  e v e n  n e c e s s a r i l y  a n y )  b o d y
o f  k n o w l e d g e  m u s t  u n d e r g o  t h e  s a m e  k i n d  o f  p u r i f i c a t l o n - b y - e m p i r i c -
r s m  a s  t h e  n a t u r a l  s c i e n c e s  d i d ,  s t a r t i n g  i n  t h e  s e v e n t e e n t h
c e n t u r y  S i m p l y ,  a s t r o l o g y  i n  t h e  l a t e  2 0 t h  c e n t u r y  f o r  p u r e l y
c o n t i n g e n l  r e a s o n s  v o u l d  b e  b e t t e r  f o r  l t .  B u t  h e r e  m y  o p l n i o n
c v e r l a p s  v i t h  s o m e  p r o b l e m a t r c s  i n  S c A ,  w h l c h  r e q u r r e s  f u r t h e r
e x p l o r a t i o n  b e l o w

A n o t h e r  S c A  h e r o  l s  G e o f f r e v  D e a n ,  w i t h  b r r e h t  s w o r d  o f  F a c t ,
cu t r i ng  t h rough  t he  Fog -o i -S i tG l l - lDon ' t  f o rg i r  t ha t  t he  he roes
o J  u r r e  g l o u P  r € r r d  t L  d p p c a r  a S  t h e  v t l l a r n s  f o r  o t h e r  d | | u  u p p o s r t r g
g r o u p s . )  I  m y s e l f  h a v e  a c c u s e d  D e a n  o f  " p o s i t i v i s m " ;  o t h e r s  h a v e
i d e n t i f i e d  h i m  a s  " e m p i r i c i s t "  B u t  a s  G i d d e n s  1 1 9 7 7 ,  p . 2 9 )  h a s
o b s e r v e d ,  

' p o s i t i v i s t '  t o d a y  i s  " m o r e  a  t e r m  o f  a b u s e  t h a n  a  t e c h -
n l c a i  t e r m  o f  p h r i o s o p h y . "  A n d  K e a t  ( 1 9 8 1 )  h a s  i d e n t i f i e d  a t  l e a s t
f o u r  d i s t i n c t  s e n s e s  o f  ' p o s i t i v i s t '  :  I  )  s c i e n t i s m ,  2 l  a  p o s i t i v i s t
c o n c e p t i o n  o f  s c i e n c e . 3 )  s c i e n t i f i c  p o l i t i c s ,  a n d  L )  v a l u e - f r e e d o m
o f  f a c t s .  l n  v h a t  s e n s e .  i f  a n y .  m a y  D e a n ' s  v r o r k  b e  c a l l e d
p o s i t i v i s t ?

H i s  Recen t  Advances  i n  Na ta I  As t ro l oqy  11977 ,  i s  no t  j us t  a
comoend iu  a l  d i s t l nc t i on  be tween
" s c i e n c e  a n d  o p i n i o n s "  ( o n  t h e  t i t l e  p a g e ) .  " B e i i e f  v e r s u s  T r u t h "
( p . 3 ) ,  a n d  " F a c t s  o r  F o g ? "  ( p . l 5 ) .

Th i s  r em inds  one  o f  t he  HA  i n j unc t i on ,  quo ted  above ,  t o  s€e
whe the r  t he  as t r o l og i ca l  cha r t  " does  o r  does  no t  i n  f ac t  y i e l d  as t r o -
' l o g i c a l  

s i g n i f i c a n c e ,  "  B o t h  p o s i t i o n s  a p p e a l  t o  ' f a c t s '  a n d  ' t h e

t r u r h '  a s  n o n - p r o b l e m a t i c  a n d  t h e r e f o r e  d e c i s i v e .  A n d  f o r  t h a t
r e a s o n ,  b o t h  a r e  m i s l e a d i n g  a n d  m u s t  b e  r e ; e c t e d .  T h e  t r u t h  d o e s
n o t  c o m e  b e a r i n g  a  l a b e l  m a r k e d  " T h e  T r u t h " :  t t  m u s t  b e  p a r t l y
c o n s t r u c t e d ,  b u  h u m a n  b e i n g s ,  a s  a  t h e o r y ( s ) .  l n  t h i s  p r o c e s s i
i h e  

' u n d e r d e t e r r n i n a t i o n  o f  t h e o r i e s  b y  f a c t s '  -  i . e .  t h a t  f a c t s
can  neve r ,  by  t hemse l ves r  de te rm ine  comp le te l y  t he  t heo ry  t o  be
a r r i v e d  a t  -  i s  w e l l - k n o v n .  (  S e e ,  e . g .  M . l l e s s e .  1 9 8 0 ) ,

H a v i n g  s a i d  t h i s ,  i t  i s  a i s o  n e c e s s a r y  t o  a d d  t h a t  f a c t s / t h e
p h e n o m e n a  m u s t  n o t  b e  l e f t  o u t  o f  t h e  p i c t u r e ,  e i t h e r l  -  o n  p a i n .
o f  a  cu t -o f f ,  se l f - r e fe ren t i a l  wo r l d  o f  Theo ry ,  such  as  we  have
a l r e a d y  r e m a r k e d  m a n y  a s t r o l o g e r s  t o  i n h a b i t .

T h e  k i n d  o f  p o s i t i v i s m  ' R e c e n l  A d v a n c e s '  m a n i f e s t s ,  t h e n .

i s  m o r e  p r o p e r l y  c a l l e d  s c i e n t i s m .  I t  h a s  b e e n  d e f i n e d  a s  f o l l o w s .

t h e  v i e w  t h a t  s c i e n c e  a l o n e  r e p r e s e n t s  a  g e n u l n e  f o r m  o f
h u m a n  k n o i v i e d g e .  ( K e a t ,  l ! 8 1 .  p . l 6 )

s c i e n c e ' s  b e l i e f  l n  i t s e l f :  t h a t  i s ,  t h e  c o n v i c t i o n  t h a t  r r €
can  no  l onge r  unde rs tand  sc i ence  as  one  f o rm  o f  poss ib l e  know-
l edge .  bu t  r a the r  mus t  i den t l f y  know lE i l ! e  w i t h  sc i ence .

( l f a b e r m a s ,  L 9 7 2 ,  p . L l
r ouqh l y ,  t he  v i e . ,  t ha t  t he  on l y  r a t i ona l i t y  i s  sc i en t i f i c

r a t i ona l i t y  t ha t  on l y  s t a temen ts  w i t h  obse rva t i ona l  con ten t
a r e  p o t e n t i a l l y  ' k n o w i e d g e ' .  a n d  t h a t  o n l y  t h e y  a r e  s u b j e c t
t o  r a t i o n a l  d i s c u s s i o n ,  ( G e u s s .  1 9 8 1 .  p . 2 7 )

T h i s  s u b j e c t  h a s  b e e n  e x h a u s t : v e l y  . t r r o . y c e r i  d r r J  d r s . u s s e d
b y  t h e  a b o v e  a u t h o r s  a s  w e l l  a s  B h a s k a r  ( 1 9 1 9 1 .  F e y e r a b e n d  ( 1 9 7 6 )
a n d  G i d d e n s  ( 1 9 7 7 ) ,  A s s u m r n g  ( s o m e w h a t  c o n r r o v e r s i a l l y )  P o p p e r ' s
a c c o u n l  o f  s c i e n c e  t o  b e  p o s i l l v i s t i c ,  a n d  K u h n ' s  a c c o u n t  t o  b e
i r r a t i ona l l s t i c ,  mo re  sa t i s f ac to r y  a t t emp ts  have  been  made  by
L a k a t o s  ( l 9 7 B a ) ,  H e s s e  ( 1 9 8 0 )  a n d  B h a s k a r .  F i n a l l y ,  p o s i r i v i s m
has  been  mos t  cons i s t en t l y  c r i t i c i sed  by  t he  F rank fu r t  Schoo l ,  esp -
e c i a l l y  l l a b e r m a s .  I  c a n  o n l y  m a k e  a  f e r *  r e m a r k s  h e r e .

F i r s t l y ,  I  h a v e  a l r e a d y  m e n t i o n e d  v h y  t h e  p o s i t i o n  o f  ' R e c e n t

A d v a n c e s ' ,  w h i c h  i s  a n  e x t r e m e  v a r i a n t  o f  S c A ,  m u s t  b e  r e j e c t e d .
A s  l l a b e r m a s  p o i n t s  o u t ,  r e p l a c i n g  e p i s t e m o l o g y  w i t h  m e t h o d o i o g y ,
w h e n  a t t e m p r e d  r i g o r o u s l y ,  i n v o i v e s  i o s i n g  t h e  c o n c e p t  o f  t h e

lgg1_j l -p jg l f ,  who actual ly  does the knowing.  eveTf i f f ig  appar-
e n t l y  b e c o m e s  a  r n a t t e r  o f  ' o b i e c t l v e '  k n o w l e d g e - g e n e r a t i o n  a n d
t s v a l u a t l o n .  a n c t  t h e  l n d l v t o u a t  A " " . c r s  a s S u m e o  o u l  o t  e x l s t e n c e .
T h i s  i s  a  s h a m .  o f  c o u r s e .  A n d  o n c e  a g a i n ,  t h e r e  i s  a n  u n c o m f o r t -
a b l e  p a r a l l e l  h e r e  w i t h  t h e  l l A  l o s s  o f  t h e  h u m a n  s u b j e c t  -  e x c e p t
a s  a  

' v o i c e '  
o r  a  ' v e h i c l e '  -  a s  w e l l  a s ,  t o  a  l e s s e r  e x t e n t ,  t h e

PA  p roneness  t o  see ing  t he  i nd i v i dua l  as  a t  t he  mercy  o f  m igh t y
psych i c  and /o r  sp i r i t ua l  f o r ces .

E v e n  i n  i t s  w e a k e r  f o r m s ,  w h l l e  ( r i g h t l y )  e n c o u r a g i n g  p e o p l e
t o  b e  c r i t i c a l .

t he  pos i i i v i s t ' s  no t i on  o f  ' r a t l ona l l t y '  i s  t oo  na r row  and  re -
s t r i c t e d  b y  e x c l u d i n g  n o r m a t i v e  a n d  m e t a p h y s i c a l  b e l i e f s ,
p re fe rences ,  a t t i t udes ,  e t c .  f r om  the  rea lm  o f  r a t i ona l  d l scuss -
i on  and  eva lua t l on .  t he  pos l t l v l s t  l eaves  us  v i t hou t  gu idance
abou t  impo r tan t  a reas  and  t he reby  abandons  who le  a reas
o f  ou r  l i f e  t o  me re  con t l ngen t  t as te ,  a rb i t r a r y  dec i s i on  and
s h e e r  i r r a t i o n a l i t y .  ( G e u s s ,  p . 2 8 )

l n  a  s t r i c t l y  p o s i t i v l s t  v i e t r ,  f o r  e x a m p l e ,  t h i s  e n t i r e  e s s a y
-  b e i n g  l a r g e l y  n o n - e m p i r i c a l  -  i s  a c t u a l l y  i r r a t i o n a l ,  i n c i u d i n g
a n y  e f f e c t s  i t  m i g h t  h a v e  o n  i t s  r e a d e r s .

On  t op  o f  t hese  ob jec l i ons ,  t he re  i s  t he  way  sc i en t i sm  l ends
i t s e l f  t o  i d e o l o q i c a l  u s e ,  s o  t o  s p e a k .  T h a t  i s ,  b a s i c  r e a t u r e s  o f
ou r  econom ic ,  soc ra l  and  po l i t i ca l  l i f e  have  i n  f ac t  r esu l t ed  f r om
h i s t o r i c a l  h u m a n  a c t i v i t y ,  a n d  a r e  t h e r e f o r e ,  l n  p r l n c l p l e  a t  l e a s t ,
a l t e rab le  by  human  ac t i v i t y .  Wha t  sc i en t i sm  o f f e r s  t he  conse rva t i ve
s ta tus  quo  (o r  s t a tus  r e t r o ,  f o r  t ha t  ma t t e r )  i s  a  go iden  oppo r tun -
i t y  t o  p resen t  t hese  ve ry  f ea tu res  as  pa r t  o f  t he  ' na tu ra l ' ,  and
t l r e r e f o r e  u n c h a n g e a b l e ,  w o r l d .  ' C r i t i c a l  T h e o r y '  l s  H a b e r m a s '
r emedy  f o r  t h i s .  s i t ua t i on .  The re  a re  many  p rob lems  y i t h  i t  ( see
Geuss ,  Kea t  and  Bhaska r ) ,  vh l ch  need  no t  conce rn  us  h€ r€ ;  r l ha t
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t.7
i s  obv ious  i s  t he  l ack  o f  a  s t r ong  c r i t i ca l  a \ { a reness ,  and  t l r e
need  f o r  i t ,  i n  eve ry  o r i en ta t i on  t o  as t r o l ogy  f ha t  I  have  so  l a r
d i s c u s s e d .

A s  b e f o r e ,  I  h o p e  i t  1 s  c l e a r  t h a t  I  d o n ' t  i m p u t e  t h e s e  v i e v s
to  Dean  h imse l f .  I  am  he re  re j ec t i ng  t he  ex t r eme  v i ew  pu t  f o r t h
i n  ! 4 , a n d  r e p r e s e n t i n g  a n  e l e m e n t  v t t h i n  S c A .  F o r  q u i t e  a p a r t
i o r  r h e  n e e d  t o  d l s c o u r a g e  s c i e n t l s m  a s  i d e o l o g y ,  o e o p l e  c a n n o t
l i v e  b y  f a c t s  a l o n e .  T h e y  m u s t  a n d  v i l l  h a v e  m e a n i n g ,  w h o s e
r e l a t i o n s h i p  t o  f a c t s ,  v h i l e  i n t i m a t e ,  a r e  a  g r e a r  d e a l  m o r C  c o m p l e x
and  p rob lema t i c  t han  t h i s  k i nd  o f  ScA  recogn ' i zes . l

A t  t h e  s a m e  t i m e ,  a s  s t a t e d  e a r l i e r ,  I  d o  t h i n k  a s t r o l o g y
needs  some  he lp .  o f  a  k i nd  no t  f o r t hcom ing  f r om i t s  , f r i ends ,  and
s e l f - a p p o i n t e d  g u a r d i a n s .  I  h a v e  a l r e a d y  c r i t i c i z e d  b o t h  H A  a n d
P A  a s  u n c r i t l c a l  a n d  m y s t i f y i n g ,  t e n d l n g  t o  e x a l t  l h e  I n h u m a n ,
a n d  t h e r e f o r e  (  i n  a l I  t h i s  )  

' u n h e l p f u l '  ,  A g a i n s t  t h i s ,  a  d o s e  o f
de f l a t i ona ry  f ac t s  may  ve l l  he l p  -  no t  f o r  any  abso lu te  va lue
t h e y  h a v e ,  b u t  a s  ' t h e  t h i n g  n e e d e d ' .  S u c h  a  p o s i t i o n ,  w h i c h
m i g h t  b e  c a l l e d  ' c r i t i c a l  p o s i t i v i s m '  ,  o r  ( a f t e r  B .  C r i c k )  , l e f t -

w i n g  P o p p e r i a n i s r n ' ,  i n c l u d e s  a  q u a l l f i e d  a d o p r l o n  o f  R A .  B u t
un i i ke  f u l l - b l own  ScA ,  I  do  no t  t h l nk  r ha t  sc i en r i f i c  f ac f i -  a l one
a r e  g o i n g  t o  ' s o r t  o u t  a s t r o l o g y '  -  f o r  t h e  s i m p l e  r e a s o n  t h a t
t h e r e  a r e  m o r a l ,  m o r m a t i v e  a n d  ( b r o a d l v )  p o l i t i c a l  c o n s i d e r a t i o n s
at the hear-l-TT--iE'E-li l lGil which pure)y 

"rlm;a--ccience 
- such

a s  t h a t  o f  R A  -  i e a v e  u n t o u c h e d .  I t  i s  m y  m a i n  i n t e n r l o n  i n  t h i s
e s s a y  t o  b r i i !  t h e s e  c o n s i d e r a t i o n s  t o  l i g h t ,  a n d  r o  m a i n t a i n  t h a t
w h a t  a s t r o l o g y  ' r e a l l y  

n e e d s '  a r e  t h e  h u m a n  s c i e n c e s  -  h i s ( o r v ,
d n l h r o p o l o g y  p o l i t i q e

I  h a v e  l e f t  t i l l  t h e  e n d  t h e  s u p e r h e r o  ( o r  a r c f r i v i l l a i n  )  i n
S c A  -  M i c h e l  G a u q u e l i n ,  a n d  h i s  w i f e  a n d  c o l l e a q u e  F r a n c o i s e .
That pla-iE-Glli'fii lEEd by his Herculean labours 

"ro 
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l o g y  i n t o  a  s c i e n c e ,  a n d . / o r  s h o w  i t  ( a n d  i n  w h a t  p a r t s )  t o  b e
s c i e n t i f i c a l l y  u n t e n a b l e .  E x t r a o r d i n a r i l y  e n o u g h ,  a n d  t o  t h e  h o r r o r
o f  b o t h  b e l i e v e r s  ( e s p e c i a l l y  H A )  a n d  e n e m i e s  o f  a s t r o l o g y ,  h e
appea rs  t o  have  used  i npeccab l y  sc i en t i f i c  meahods  t o  f t nd  some-
t h r n g  -  s o - c a l l e d ' c o r e  o f  t r u t h ' .  ( S e e  m y  l 9 8 2 a )  T F I E  i s  a
f a s c i n a t i n g  a n d  h i g h l y  r e v e a l i n g  s t o r y ,  a n d  n e e c i s  m u c h  m o r e
s c r u t i n y  t h a n  I  c a n  g i v e  i t  h e r e .  B u t  J u s t  t o  p o r n t  o u t  s o m e  o f
t h e  m a i n  f e a t u r e s  -

T h e  r e s u l t s  o f  t h i s  t w e n t y - f i v e  y e a r s  o f  r e s e a r c h  ( l )  f a i l  t o
s u p p o r t  a i g n s ,  h o u s e s  o r  a s p e c t s ;  ( 2 ,  b u t  s u p p o r t  ( w i t h  s o m e
q u a l i f i c a t i o n s )  t h e  t r a d i l i o n a l  a s t r o l o g i c a l  m e a n i n g s  o f  t h e  p i a n e t s
t h e m s e i v e s ,  a n d  a n g u i a r i t y ;  ( J )  a n d  w e r e  o b t a i n e c i  i n  a  v r a y  t h a t
" s t ands  up  t o  a  ca re fu l  deg ree  o f  s c ru r i ny ,  and  compares  I avou r_
a b l y  w i t h  t h e  b e s t  ( v o r k )  t h a t  h a s  b e e n  d o n e  i ;  p s y c h o l o g y ,
psych ia t r y ,  

-  - soc i o l ogy  o r  any  o f  t he  soc ia l  s c i ences "  
-  

(Eyse i c t
a n d  N i a s ,  1 9 9 2 ,  p .  z 2 l \ .  ( T h e  l a t t e r  c l a i m  i s ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  b i t t e r i y
d i spu ted  by  sc i en t i s t s  be long ing  t o  an t i - o i cu l t  g roups .  )

F o r  t h e s e  r e a s o n s ,  G u a q u e l i n ' s  w o r k  i s  t h e  p i r a d i g m  f o r  S c A ;

! u ,  e q u a i l y ,  i t  i s  a n a t h e m a  t o  t h e  a n t l - s c i e n t i i i c  a s i r o l o g e r s  o f
H A ,  a n d  t h e  m o r e ' s p i r i t u a l l y , o r i e n t e d  a s t r o l o g e r s  o f  p A ,  s i n c e
by  us i ng  sc i ence  t o  ve r i f y  some  bu t  no t  a l l  ( i r  even  mos t )  o f
as t r o l ogy , .  Gauque l i n  has  s : i l i Z -eeded  i n  S i i ak i ng  t h rough  t he
he rme t i c  ba r r i e r  sepa ra t i ng  as t r o l ogy  f r om sc i ence l  l n  an -  e f f o r t
t o  s t ave  o f f  t h i s  deve lopmen t ,  r r h i ch  t h rea tens  t he  secu r i t y  o f  t hose

I  0caa  ( l 98 l l  r r l c r  r uch  ro r c  ca r t f u l  r nd  p r cc i r r  c l r i r r .  r h i ch  r r t  con r rquen t l y
v r r y  c f f r c t i v r .

on bo th  s ldes  o f  the  bar r ie r ,  ve  f ind  an  t inho ly  a l l lance o f  pos i t l v -
i s t s  a n d  h e r m e n e u t i c i s t s !  -  f o r  e x a m p l e ,  L .  J e r o m e ' s  p o ) e m i c a l  a n d
h i s t o r i c a l l y  i n a c c u r a t e  a c c o u n t  o f  a s t r o l o g y  a s  ' m a g i c '  ,  a n d  G ,
C o r n e l i u s '  (  1 9 7 8 ,  p . 9 l  )  a p p r o v a l  o f  t h a t  a c c o u n t .  O n e  i s  f o r c i b l y
reminded o f  the  way tha t  bo th  the  Labour  and the  Conserva t ive
par t ies  in  Great  Br i ta in  a re  in  per f i c t  agreement  on  the  need to
oppos€ propor t iona l  representa t ion .

l n c i d e n t a i l y ,  m y  c r r t i c i s m s  m a y  h a v e  l e f t  s o m e  r e a d e r s  u i t h
the  impress ion  tha t  to  oppose as t ro logy  is  p r ima fac ie  en l lgh tened.
I t  i s  t r u e  t h a t ,  a s  I  h a v e  s a i d ,  t h e  c r i t i c a l / p o l l t i c a l  d l m e n s i o n
ts  miss ing  ln  modern  as t ro logy ,  and fo r  tha t  reason as t ro logy  -

o r  ra ther ,  the  uncr i t i ca i  a t t l tude  i t  fos te rs  -  lends  l t se l f  to
e x p l o i t a l i o n  b y  t h e  c o n s e r v a t i v e  R i g h t .  B u t  i t  w o u l d  b e  i n c o r r e c r
t o  a s s u m e  t h a t  t h o s e  a n t l - a s t r o l o g y  a r e  e n i i g h t e n e d  f e l l o v s  !  T h e
arch-enemy o f  as t ro logy  in  Amer ica  is  the  CSICOP (Commi t tee  fo r
t h e  S c i e n t l f i c  l n v e s t i g a t i o n  o f  C l a i m s  o f  t h e  P a r a n o r m a l )  ( c u r r e n t l y
under  inves t iga t ion  by  the  COPRA -  Commi t tee  fo r  the  Prevent ion
of  R id icu lous  Acronyms) .  The members  o f  CSICOP are  reputed  to
b e  a s  f a r  t o  t h e  r i g h t  a n d  a s  R e a g a n l t e  a s  t h e  P r e s i d e n t  c o u l d
vran t .  T l ra t  in  fac t  has  been a  prob lem betveen themse lves  and
t h e i r  e q u a l l y  a n t i - a s t r o l o g y  c o u n t e r p a r t  i n  F r a n c e ,  t h e  C F E P P
(  guess  )  ;  the  ta t te r  i s  composed impor tan t ly  o f  members  o f  rhe
French Communis t  Par ry  -  fo r  wh ich  Sta i in .  i t  w i l l  be  remembered,
was an  un for lunate  er ro r .  Whence en i igh tenment?  On the  one hand,
w e  h a v e  a n  i d e o l o g y  o f  r e a c t i o n a r y ' r e a s o n ' ,  o n  t h e  o t h e r  a n  i d e o -
logy  o f  o r thodox  Marx is t -Len in is t  ra t iona l i sm.

R e a d e r s  m a y  b e  l n t e r e s t e d  t o  h e a r  t h a t  w h e n  o n e  l e a d r n g  a n t l -
a s t r o l o g y  s c i e n t i s t  w a s  a s k e d ' , , h a t  h e  r h o u g h t  b e l i e f  i n  a s t r o l o g y
l e d  t o ,  h e  r e p l i e d ,  " J o n e s t o v n "  ( t h e  m a s s - s u i c i d e  c u l t  i n  G u y a n a ) .
O n e  c a n  s e e  h l s  p o i n t . , .  a  l o n g  v a y  o f f .  B u t  t h e  c h o r c e ,  f o r t u n -
a t e l y ,  d o e s  n o t  h a v e  t o  b e  b e t w e e n  a  c u l t  o f  r e a s o n  a n d  a  c u l t
o f  unreason,  because sc ience does  no t  have to  be  the  oner  nor
as t ro logy  the  o ther .  Above a l l ,  a  c r i t i ca l  s tudy  o f  sc ience qnd
of  as t ro logy  ts  the  bes t  insurance aga ins t  cu l t i sm tou t  cour t ,

I  once en ter ta ined hopes tha t  as  sc ience seemed to  s tand l i ke-
l i e s t  t o  c h a n g e  a s r r o i o g y ,  s o  t o o  a  s c i e n t i f i c  a s t r o l o g y  v a s  l i k e l i e s t
t o  c h a n g e  s c i e n c e .  T h e  e f f e c t  c o u l d  b e  ' p o s i t i v e '  -  s a y ,  a  k i n d
of  theore t ica l  humanisa t ion  o f  sc ience th rough the  recogn i t ion  o f
q u a l i t i e s ,  f o r m e r l y  t h o u g h r  t o  b e  o n l y  h u m a n ,  i n  t h e  f a b r i c  o f  t h e
c o s m o s .  B u t  e q u a l l y ,  a t  l e a s t ,  a  s c i e n t i f i c  a s t r o l o g y  m i g h t  s i m p l y
pu l l  as t ro logy  in to  the  modern  mae ls t rom o f  s ta te -d i rec ted  techno-
l o g i c a l - m i l l t a r y - i n d u s t r i a l  p r a c t i c e .  D i s h e a r t e n i n g  a s  t h a t  v o u i d
be,  i t  wou ld  no t ,  in  fac t  make democra t lc  po l i t i ca l  con t ro l  o f  tha t
prac t ice  any  more  d i f f i cu l t  to  ach ieve ,  o r  any  more  urEent .  than
i t  i s  r o d a y .

l n  a n y  c a s e t  b o t h  o u t c o m e s  s e e m  h i g h l y  u n l i k e l y  t o  m e  n o w .
The ques t ion  is  whether  o r  no t  the  as t ro log ica l  research  programme
as such w i l l  be  ab le  to  surv ive .  in  the  face  o f  the  preponderance
of  negat lve  over  pos i t i ve  research  resu l ts ,  and the  d i f f i cu l ty  o f
ob ta in ing  su f f i c ien t  coopera t ion  f rom the  sc ien t l f i c  communi ty  to
even proper ly  rep l l ca te  the  pos i t i ve  f ind ings ,  le t  a lone exp la in
them.  The hopes and idea ls  o f  scA no t \ r i ths tand ing ,  i t  \ r i l l  be
soc ia l  and s t ra teg ic  fac to rs ,  no t  pure ly  ' sc ien t l f l c '  ones ,  tha t  w i l l
d e c i d e  t h i s  i n  t h e  e n d .



5 . 9

Struc tura l l s t  As t ro logy  (S tA)

S t r u c t u r a l l s t  a s t r o l o g y  l s  b y  f a r  t h e  n e v c 6 t  a n d  n u m e r l c a l l y
smal les t  pos i t lon ,  vh lch  makes t t  p rcmaturc  to  a t tempt  morc  than
s p e c u l a t i o n  a b o u t  v h e r e  t t  s t a n d s .  M y  l m p r c r a l o n  t r  t h a t  l t  t s
conserva t lve  tovards  as t ro logy  -  morc  ln te rec ted  tn  ana lyz l ,ng  t t
; ,  l i - i s ,  t l a n  l n  

' c h a n g t n g  
o r  t m p r o v t n g  t t  -  a n d  s o c t a l l y  p e r h a p s

m o r e  m a r g l n a l  t h s n  S c A ,  b u t  l e s s  t h a n  H A  ( b y  r e a s o n  o f  l t s
i n t e l l e c t u a l l s m ) .  L l k e  t h e m ,  a n d  u n l l k c  P A .  l t  l t  m o r e  c l t t l s t  t h a n
o t h e r w i s e  -  t t s  c o n c e p t s  a n d  t c r m l n o l o g y  a r e  n o t  c a s l l y  m a s t c r e d .

On the  rcmatn{ng  d lmcnstonr ,  I  am somcvhat  a t  a .  losg  to
k n o v  w h e r e  t o  p l a c e  S t A .  T h e  r u l e s  o f  r t r u c t u r a l i s t ,  l n t e r p r c t a t l o n
a r e  o f t e n  e x p l l c i t  t o  t h e  p o i n t  o f  p r o l l x t t y .  b u t  s o  n o n - e m p l r l c a l
a s  t o  b e  a l m o s t  t n f i n i t e l y  f l c x t b l c ,  l . c .  I u n c t l o n a l l y  l r n p l t c l t .  T h l s
i s  s o m e t h i n g  l t  a c t u a l l y  s h a r e s  v i t h  m u c h  a s t r o l o g y  -  , g h a t  t t
i s  supposed to  in te rpre t  and l l lumlna tc l

P h i l o s o p h l c a l l y , ' s t r u c t u r a l l s m '  s t r e t c h c s  f r o m  t h e  c r t t l c a l l y
m a t e r i a l i s t l c  e y c  o f  B a r t h e s  t o  t h c  a l m o s t  p u r e  l d c a l I r m  ( d l e g u l , t c d
a s  m a t e r i a l l s m )  o f  A l t h u s s e r .  I n d c c d .  I  t h l n k  t h c  s a m c  t c n t l o n
i s  p r e s e n t ' " / i t h l n  5 t A .

Hhar  ue  can do  ls  to  look  a t  some o f  the  StA hcrocr .  vho
i n c l u d e  B a r t h e s ,  D e r r l d a  a n d  ( p o s s l b l y )  L a c a n .  F i r s t l y ,  I  h a v c
i i t t l e  t o  s a y  a b o u t .  a n d  l e s s  a g a { n s t ,  R .  B a r t h e r .  S c c  h t s
Mytho loq les  ( t rans l . l973) ,  fo r  an  ln t roducTTf i - - i6 - l i t s  vork .  l t
e x e m p l i f i e s  t h e  k t n d  o f  s t r u c t u r a l l s m  m o s t  s y r n p a t h e t l c  t o  m a t e r l a l
a n d  h i s t o r i c a l  c r t t l q u e .  ( A n o t h e r  c x a m p l c  m t g h t  b c  F o u c a u l t ,  t o
b e  m e n t i o n e d  l a t e r . )  F o r  B a r t h e s ,  I n t e r e s t t n g l y ,  " L ' a 6 t r o l o g l c  c s t
la  l i t te ra tu re  du  monde pe t t t -bourgeo ls "  ( l ro rn  the  French cd l i lon
o f  M y t h o l o g i e s ) .  O n e  q u e s t l o n  h e  d t d n ' t  c o n r t d c r  l s :  l c  t h a t  a l l
i r  i t f--  ;

I  f t n d  t t  d l f f l c u l t  t o  s e c  h o v  a  s t r i c t l y  s t r u c t u r r l l s t ,  s y n -
c h r o n i c  a p p r o a c h  t o  a s t r o l o g y  -  € . 9 .  S a u s s u r c a n  o r  L e v l - S t r a u s 6 l a n
-  v o u l d  b e  a b l e  t o  a n s w e r  a n y t h l n g  b u t  " y c s ' .  l t  l e  c e r t a l n l y
p o s s i b i e  t o  a n a l y z e  a s t r o l o g y  a s  a  l a n g u a g e  o r  t o t e m i c  s y 6 t e m ,
w r t h  f r u t t f u l  r e s u l t s :  s e e  B u d d  (  l 9 8 l  )  a n d  D o u g l a s  (  l 9 8 l  ) ,  a n d
m y  r e v i e w  o f  t h e  l a t t e r  ( 1 9 8 3 ) .  B u t  t h e  l l m l t s  o f  a  p u r e l y  s t r u c t u r -
a l i s t  a n a l y s l s  c o i n c i d e  v l t h  v h c r c  a  n u m b c r  o f  p o r s l b l c  o t h e r  k l n d e
o f  a n a l y s e s  b e g t n  -  e , g .  l )  t h c  r c a l l s t  c l a t m i  o f  G a u l T I T I n  n n d
o t h e r s ;  2 l  a  h l s t o r i c a l ,  d l a c h r o n l c  s t u d y ,  a l m l n g  t o  r c c o v c r  t h €
p a s t  a s  i f  l s  c o n c e a l e d  t n  a s t r o l o g y ,  a n d  t h e r e b y  t l l u m l n a t c  t h e
p r e s e n t ;  e v e n  3 )  a  m o r c  m u s c u l a r  s o c l o l o g l c a l  c t u d y  o f  a r t r o l o g y ,
t h e  c l a s s / s t a t u s / p o v e r  a s p e c t s  o f  l t s  a d h e r € n t i  a n d  s o  o n .  W l t h o u t
u n d e r t a k i n g  l n  a d d i t l o n ,  a t  l e a s t  s o m e  o f  t h r s e  o t h e r  a p p r o a c h c s .
I  s e e  n o  v a y  t h a t  a s t r o l b g y  c a n  a p p e a r  t o  S t A  a s  o t h e r  t h ! n  o n c .
p r o b a b l y  b o u r g e o l s ,  s o c i a l  c o n s t r u c t  a m o n g  m a n y .  S u c h  c o r i s t r u c t s
a r e  i n t e r e s t l n g ,  o f  c o u r s e ;  b u t  a s t r o l o g y  .  p c r  s e  v o u l d  l o r c  a  l o t
o f  i t s  l n t e r e s t  c o n s t r u e d  l n  t h { s  v a y .

J .  L a c a n .  I  m u s t  E a y ,  s t r l k e s . m c  s s  p u r c  f r a u d  ( a r  r l g o r o u r l y
p u r e  a s  p o s s l b l e )  -  " a n  t n t e l l c c t u a l  m y s t i f l e r  a n d  c u l t { s t ,  w l t h
a n  e x p l a n a t o r y  s y s t e m  v h l c l r  d o c s  n o t  e x p l a l n  a n d  a  p s y c h o a n a l y r l s
v h i c h  r e n d e r s  h u m a n  n a t u r e  i n f t n t t c l y  o b s c u r c . "  ( l / e b s t e r .  1 9 8 1 ) .

A  t i n y  e x a m p l e :

L a c a n :  " E v e r y t h i n g  e m e r g e s  f r o m - t h e  s t r u c t u r e  o f  t h e  s l g n l f l e r
D o e s  t h l s  c x p l a n a t l o n  s r t i s f y  y o u ?  1 { a s  t h a t  t h e

q u e s t l o n  y o u  a s k e d ? "

Q :  " N o  . . . "

L a c a n l  " L o o k ,  v h a t  I  n o t l c e d  v a r  l h c r e  v a r  r  S U t u r c .  t h c
preudo- ldent l f l ca t lon ,  th r t  cx l r t r  be tvccn .  vha t  I  ca l led
thc  t lmc o f  te rmlna l  a r rc . t  o f  thc  gas turc  and vhat .
I n  r n o t h e r  d l a l e c r l c  t h a t  I  c r l l c d  t h c  d l a l c c r l c  o f'  l d c n t t f l c a t o r y  h a 6 t c ,  I  p u t  a r  

' t h c  
f l r r t  l t c m ,  n a r n c l y

t h c  m o m c n t  o f  r g c t n g . "  ( H e b s t c r )

Lc t ' r -  comparc  a  rample  o f  Hc ldcggcr .  onc  o f  thc  maJor  In f lu -
e n c e 3  o n  L a c a n l

91 .  bc longr ,  to  thc  o ther r  oncrc l f  and cnhanccr  thc l r  povcr .
T . h c  ' o t h c r r ' , .  v h o m . o n e  t h u r  d c s l g n a t c r  l n  o r d c r  t o  c o v c r  u p
t h c  f a c t  o f  o n c ' t  b c l o n g t n g  t o  t h e m  e t r e n t t r l l y  o n c r c l t ,  r r e
t h o a c  v h o  p r o x l m a l l y  a n d  l o r  t h c  m o s t  p a r t ; l r e  t h e r e , l n
cveryday  bc lng-v l th -one-anothcr .  The .vho,  t r  no t  !h ls  one,
n o t . t h r t  o n c ,  n o t  o n c s c l f ,  n o t _  s o m c  p c o p l c ,  e n d  n o t  t h c  a u m
o f  t h c m  a l l .  T h c  ' v h o ,  l t  t h c  n c u t c r .  t h c  ' t h c y , .

( f r o n  S t c l n c r ,  p , 9 O )

Exce l lcn t l  Bu t  nov  comprr .  lhe  rccond- r r tc  c f fo r ts  o f  p res ldcn t
R e a g a n  a t  b a l l l c g a b 3

Q :  " T h t t  v t s n ' t  m y  q u c r t l o n .  Y o u  a n r v c r e d  r  q u e s t t o n  I
d l d n ' t  a r k , "

R c a g a n :  r r l  t m  a n r v c r l n g  t h c  q u c s t t o n  b c c r u t c  t h c  q u ? s t i o n
you askcd mc l r  -  thc  ansr rc r  l r  ro  obv lour .  That  obv ious ly ,
a . f te r  _ thcrc  ycar r  o l  ou t -o t -cont ro l  and bu l l t  up  to  the  leve l
they  h lve .  thc rc t . r  no  onc  tha t  p rc tcndcd . th l i  you  cou ld  _
th l r  thcn  vou ld  havc  tb  go  to  thc  r ta tc r  fo r  ra t l f l ca t lon .  Thcrc
vou ld . .bc  

.a  pcr tod  o f  t tm l  bc fo rc  t t  v r r  cc tu l l l y  pu t  ln  p l rcc .
And In  tha t  pcr tod  o f  _  i lmc,  you  vou ld  havc  

-an  
oppor iun t ty

to  vork  ou t  a  budgc t  vh lch  r rou ld  no t  havc  to  pena l i ie  peop l i
who arc  dcpendcnt  nov ,  bcc lu le ,  on  thc  Governmin t  fo r  hc lp . " .

( N c r r  Y o r k e r .  2 2  O c t , l 9 8 2 ,  p . 1 8 5 )

N o t  b a d ,  b u t  l t ' r  o b v l o u r  v h a t ' r  m l r r t n g  t o  m a k c  t t  p c r t c c t
-  no t  cnough nco log l rmr  I  Hc  cou ld  hevc  urcd  aomc lc t rons  f rom
L.  Ron l lubba ld ,  o r  'Ycrncr  Erhard '  -  o r  cvcn  c loscr  to  homc,
f rom A lcxandcr  Ha lg ,  vho  ro  succer r fu l l y

paradoxcd h l r  aud l t loncr r  by  abnormal l lng  h t r  rc ipondo so
tha t  vc rb !  vc r€  nouncd,  noun l  vc rbcd  and edJcc t lver  advcrb-
lzcd .  Hc  tcchn lqucd .a  ncv  l r f  t y  to  vocabu lary  h ts  thoughts
so  a3  io  ln fo rmat tona l l y  unccr t r ln  rnybody l l r t cn lng  about
w h a t  h c  h a d  a c t u a l l y  l r n p l l c r t t o n c d  . . .

( T h c  ' G u a r d l a n ' ,  l e a d c r .  1 9 8 0 )

I  d o n ' t  t h t n k . l  n c c d  t o  g o  l n t o  d c t a l l  -  l t  v a r  d o n c  o v ? r  t o r t y
y c a r r . g o ,  a n d  b r t l l l a n t l y .  b y  G c o r g c  O r v c l l  l n  r n  c r s a y  c a l l e d
" P o I l t l c r  a n d  t h c  E n g l l r h  L a n g u a g e . "  R c a d  i t ,  f o r  a n  a n t { d o t c .

R c t u r n l n g  t o  a s t r o l o g y ,  l n  t h l t  c o n n c c t l o n ,  I  r c c e n t l y  r e c e i v c d
a le t tc r  f rom ln  Amer lcan as t ro log lca l  o rgan l ra t lon  r . rh lch  assurcd
a s s u r e d  m e  t h a t

The immlnent  r l i c  ln  th€  ln tc rc r t  o f  rcscarch  has  produc ld
s o m c  c x c e l l a r i t  b e g l n n l n g s .  l { c  r r e  v c r y  m u c h  . v a r e  o f  t h e
p o s r l b t l t t t e r  a l o n g  t h c s e  l t n e s  a t  t h €  p r c ! c n t  t l m c .  P l c a s c  k n o r , r
o f  o u r  I n t c r c r t  I n  c o o p c r a t t n g  v l t h  t h c l r  w o r k l n g  f o r w a 1 4  r i , 1 . t



(  r n

u s .  T h i s  w i l l  b e  t o  r e a c h  s o m e  o f  t h e  g o a l s  v / e  a r e  m u t u a l l y
a r e  l o o k r n g  t o v a r d .

A p a r t  r f r o m  
c o n t e x t i n g  t h e  s i t u a r l o n  n u a n c i n g l y ,  t h l s  m a y  r a l s e

a n  l n t e r e s t i n g  q u e s t l o n  f o r  S t A ;  i f  a s t r o l o g y  l s  l l k e  a  l a n g u a g e ,
3 r  ' ) u s r  i s  o n e .  i s  t h i s  w h a t  A m e r l c a n  a s t r o l o g y  l s  I t k e ?

A n o t h e r  h e r o  i s  J a c q u e s  D e r r i d a ,  a  d i f f t c u l t  a n d  n o v /  l n f l u e n t t a l
ph  r  l o sophe r  who  mus i l -TG- -TT iET l - -  desp t re  h i s  l ns t s rence  on  h i s
p l a v f u l n e s s  -  b e  t a k e n  m o r e  s e r i o u s l y .  A  g o o d  l n t r o d u c t l o n  e x I s t s
r l l o r r i s .  1 9 8 2 ) .  O b v i o u s l y  i t  t s  n o t  p o i s i b l e  f o r ' m e  t o  < ! l s c u s s  , p o s t -
s l r u c t u r a l i s m '  c o m p r e h e n s i v e l y  -  b u t  h e r e  g o e s .  T h e  t e r m  i t s e l f
a r r ) e s  I r o m  D e r r i d a ' s  a t t e m p t  t o  f o l l o w  t h r o u g h  a n d  m a k e  c o n -
s i s t e n l  S a u s s u r e ' s  o r i g i n a l  p r o p o s i t i o n  t h a t  t t  a  l a n g u a g e .  t h e
s r g n  r s  a l w a y 5  ' a r b i t r a r y , .  

T h i s  i s  u s u a l l y  e x p l a l n e d  a s  m e a n t n g' 1 1 a l  t h e  ' s i g n i f  
i e d '  ( o r  c o n c e p t )  I n  n o  v a y  J U s t l f  t e s  o r  e x p l a l n s

- ' h . :  !  s r g n r f  i e r '  l s  u s e d  t o  c o n v e y  i t .  D e r r i d a  f o l l o w s  t h t s  t t r r o u g h

: , y  
r e n d e r r n g  l a n g u a g e ,  o r  t h e  ' t e x t , ,  a s  c o r n p l e t e l y  t n d e p e n d e n t

r r c r r  . 1  n y  c o n s r d e r a t l o n 5  o f  r ( a l l t y ,  ( e m p i r l c a l  o r  o t h e r w l s e )  o r
r e f e r e n c e .  l n  t h i s - . ' r a d l c a l l y  m e i a p h o r l c a l ,  c o n s t r u a l ,  l a n g u a g e
r s . i a . s . S e u n g  ( 1 9 8 2 )  n l c e l y  p u r s  i i )  . ' f t n a l l y  r e l e a s e d  f r o m  r I e
v e r b a l  k a r m a  o f  r e f e r e n c e  a n d  r e p r e s e n t a t l o n ; , ,  A n d  D e r r t d a  u s e s
t h t s  s t r a t e g y  t o  f i n d  a n d  c r i t i i i z e  l n  e v e r y o n e  e l s e ' s  t e x t s
i r n c i u d r n g  l l e i d e g g e r ' s )  a s  " m e ( a p h y s i c s  o f  p r e s e n c e "  -  t h e  d e s i r e
r o r  r n d  e r r o n e o u s  p o s t u l a t i o n  o f  c e r t a i n t y ,  o f  f t x e d  e x l s t e n c e .
C e r r r d a  

.  
c o r r e c t l y  p e r c e i v e d  t h a t  s u c h  

'  
i s  t h e  l m p l l c a t t o n  o l

S a u s s u r e ' s  o r r g i n a l  r d e a ,  b u i  t h a t  S a u s s u r e  h t m s e l i  f a l l e d  t o
r e a l t z e  l t .

T h e  t r o u b l e  i 5  t h a t  i f  y o u  t h i n k  S a u s s u r e , s  d e f t n l t l o n  w a s' J r o n g  o r  i n a d e q u a r e  i n  t h e  f l r s t  p l a c e .  D e r r t d a . s  m o v e  t 6 o k s  l i k e
a n  a m p u t a t i o n  f o r  a n  t n - g r o r l n  t o e - n a i l .  T h e , t o e - n a i l ,  l s  t h e  f a c t
l h a l  t h e  5 a u s s u r i a n  ' s i g n i f i e d '  

c o n f l a t e s  t h e  c o n c e p t  \ r l t h  t h e
l h r n e .  s o  

. r o  s p e a k ,  t h i t  r h e  c o n c e p t  l s  o f  .  T h e '  , , a i b l t r a r y , ,
c o n n e c t i o n  b e t w e e n  t h e  s l g n l f l e r  a n d  

- t h e  
s t g i T f t e a  t h e n  a t t a c h e s

r t s e l f  r m p l r c r r t g  -  a n d  i l e g i t i m r t c / q  -  t o  t h - e  c o n n e c r t o n  b e t v e e n
l n e  s l s n  a s  a  v h o l e  a n d  t h e  t h t n g  r e f e r r e d  f o  -  w h l c h  f u r t h e r
r e s u t t s  l n  

. a  s p e c l o u s  ' l n d e p e n d e n c e .  
o f  t h e  t e x t  f r o m  l t s  r e a l l

m a l e r r a l  a n d  h i s t o r i c a l  c o n d i i i o n s ,  S t r u c t u r a l l s m  t h u s  , , h a s  n o  m o d e
o f  

. r e l l e c t i n g  u p o n  
_  i r s  o w n  o r l g i n s ,  a s  t t s e l f  t h e  p r o d u c t  o f  a

p a r l r c u l a r  s e t  o f  s o c i o - c u l t u i a l  c l r c u m s t a n c e s . . . i ,  ( G t d d e n s ,
1 9 7 9 '  p '  2 8 ) .  B y  t h e  s a m e  t o k e n ,  s t r u c t u r a i l s m  w i l l  n o t  b e  r n c l i n e d
t o  f o c u s  t h a (  w a y  o n  o t h . e r  p h e n o m e n c n ,  s i n c e  h t s t o r y ,  v l e v e d  t h l s' 1 a y . t s  r e d u c e d  t o  s i m p l y  o n e  c o d : . l m c n g  o t h e r s .  I  n e c d  h a r d l y
s t r e s s  l h a r  s u c h  a n  a p p r o a c h ,  r r i t h i n  S t A  o r  e l s e w h e r e ,  c a n n o t
p o s s i b l y  l e a d  t o  t h e  k i n d  o f  c r i t i c a l ,  a n d  s e l f _ c r l t i c a l ,  a w a r e n e s s
l h a t  I  h a v e  b e e n  a r g u i n g  f o r .

I  t  i s  t r u e  t h a t  D e r r i d a  p l a c e s  h t s  o w n  c o n c e p t s  ' u n d e r
e r a s u r e '  t o  r e m i n d  o n e  o f  t h e  c o n s t a n t  m u t a t t o n  o f  a l l  s i g n t f l c a t t o n ,
T h e  f a c t  t h a t  s o m e  r e a d e r s  u n d e r s t a n d  h i s  b o o k s  ( o i "  c l a t m  t o )
s h o w s  u p  t h e  i n c o h e r e n c e  o f  h i s  a r g u m e n t ,  w h t c h  l s  n o t  r e d e e m e d
b . ' -  d  . c a t r e r l n g  o f  t y p o g r a p h i c a l  s l a s h e s  t o  s h o w  I e r a s u r e " ,  N e r t h e r
r s  t h r s  r n o v e  a  r e c o v e r y  o f  , h i s t o r y , .  

R a t h e r  D e r r i d a , s  s o p  r o
r a n d o m  a n d  m a s r e r l e s s  c h a n g e  i s  f u l l y  i n  l t n e  w i t h  w h a t  h a s  b e e n
c o r e c t l y  c a l l e d  ( b y  J a m e s o n ,  l g 7 ? ,  , , t h e  m o s t  s c a n d a l o u s  a s p e c t
o f  s r r u c t u r a l i s m ,  i t s  a g g r e s s i v e  a n t i _ h u m a n i s m , , .  F o r  a l o n g  w i t h
t h e  d l s a p p e a r a n c e  o f  h i s t o r y  ( i n t o  c h a n g e )  g o e :  t h e  h u m a n  s u b i e c t ,

a s  a c t l v e l y  c o n s i t u t e d  l n  h i s t o r i c a l  t i m e .
F o r  f u r t h e r  r e f e r e n c e ,  t h e  r e a d e r s h o u l d  l o o k  a t  E , P . .  T h o m p s o n ' s

T h e  P o v e r t v  o f  T h e o r y  (  I 9 7 8 ) .  T h o m p s o n  e x p l o r e s  t h e  i n r i m a t e
c o n n e c t l o n s  b e t v e e n  A l t h u s s e r ' s  a n t t - h u m a n i s t  a n d  a n t i - e m p i r l c a l
s t r u c t u r a i l s m  -  w h i c h  e x t o l l s  h i s t o r y  a s  a  1 ' p r o c e s s  v i t h o u t  a
s u b J e c t " ,  a n d  p e r s o n s  a s  " b e a r e r s  o f  s t r u c t u r e s '  (  |  )  -  a n d  t h e
l e g l t t m a t l o n  o [  S t a l t n i s m .  e . g .  w i t h i n  t h e  F r e n c h  C .  P . ,  o f  v h i c h
A l t h u s s e r  w a s  a  l e a d l n g  t h e o r e t i c i a n .

T h o m p s o n ' s  b o o k  s h o u l d  b e  r e q u i r e d  r e a d l n g  f o r  a s t r o l o g e r s ,
r e s e a r c h e r s  o f  a l l  k i n d s  a n d  h t s t o r l a n s .  f o r  l t s  b r i l l t a n t  d e f e n c e
o f  t h e  n e e d  f o r  e m p i r l c a l  c o n t r o l s ,  a n d  0 f  c r i t l c a l  h i s r o r y .  H e
s h o v s  h o w  A l t h u s s e r

f a l s l f l e s  t h e  ' d l a l o g u e '  w i t h  e m p l r i c a l  e v l d e n c e  i n h e r e n r
i n  k n o v l e d g e - p r o d u c t i o n ,  a n d  l n  M a r x ' s  o v n  p r a c t i c e ,  a n d
t h e r e b y  f a l l  c o n t l n u a l l y  l n t o  m o d e s  o f  t h o u g h t  d e s i g n a r e d
l n  t h e  M a r x i s t  t r a d i t l o n  a s  ' l d e a l i s t ' :  l n  p a r t i c u l a r  h e
c o n f u s e s  t h e  n € c e s s a r y  e m p l r l c a l  d l a l o g u e  u l t h  e m p l r r c t s m . . .
( a n d )  c o n f i s c a t e s  r e a l i t y  o f  l t s  d e t e r m i n a n t  p r o [ E i T r e - E ! l - - T h u s
r e d u c i n g  t h e  r e a l t t y  t o  a  T h e o r y . . .  ( p p .  1 9 6 ,  2 1 5 )

T h e  r e a d e r  .  m a y  r e c a l l  t h a t  a b o v e  I  a r g u e d  a g a i n s t  ' r e a l i t y '

d e t e r m i n l n g  a n y t h l n g  b y  i t s e l f ;  b u t  I  a l s o  s a i d  i t  m u s t  n o t  b e
l g n o r e d !  B o t h  a r e  a t t e m p t s  t o  p l a c e  l s s u e s  o f  i n t e n s e  h u m a n  c o n c e r n
b e y o n d  h u m a n  t n v o i v e r , r c a t  e s p e c i a l l y  q u e s t i o n s  a n d  c r l ( r c i s m .
A n o  t h e r e f o r e  b o t h  a r e  d e - h u m a n i z i n g .

( N Q :  T h o m p s o n  h a s  b e e n  i t t a c k e d  r e c e n t l y  f o r  h o l d i n g
s u p p o s e d l y  a n t i - l ' l a r x i s t  i d e a s  o f  ' v a l u e - f r e e d o m '  ( W a r d e ,  I 9 8 2 ) ;

9 r l  K e l t  (  l 9 8 l  )  p r o v i d e s  a  g o o d  d e f e n s e  o f  r h e  c o m p a t i b l l i r y  o f
V - F  v t t h  s o c l a l l s m .  )

I  s h o u l d  a d d  t h a t  d b c o n s t r u c t l o n  a n d  s t r u c t u r a l I s m  c a n  h a v e
c r l t l c a t  a n d  l l l u m t n a r t n g  a p p l l c a t l o n s  ( s e e  R y a n .  l 9 8 2 l l _  S i n c e

t h . y  h a v e  o n l y  v e r y  r e c e n t l y  b e e n  b r o u g h  t o  b e a r  o n  a s r r o l o g y ,
I t  1 s  e a r l y  t o  a s k  v h e t h e r  t h a t  w t l l  b c  s o  h e r e .  W e  m a y ,  h o v e v e r ,
l o o k  a t  s o m e  o f  t h e  f i r s t  s u c h  a t t e m p l s .  D o u g l a s  (  l g B i  )  a n d
B u d d  ( l 9 8 l )  p r e s e n t  s o m e  f a s c i n a t i n g  e l a b o r a t i o n  o f  a s r r o l o g r c a l
t n t e r p r e t a t l o n s ,  v i a  m e i a p h o r  a n d  m e t o n y m y ,  e i c .  B u t  i t  i s  w o r r y i n g
t h a t  B u d d ,  a t  l e a s t ,  d e m o n s t r a t e s  o n r  o f  S t A ' s  h e r o , s  c a v a l i e r
a t t i t u d e  t o  h u m a n  a n d  h i s t o r i c a l  r e a l l t y .  H e  v r i t e s . , , A n  a s t r o l o -
g i c a I .  m e s s a g e  i s  u n d e r s t o o d  o n l y  t h r o u g h  a  k n o w l e d g e  o f  a s t r o l o -
g l . 1 l  s y m b o i s  a n d  h o w  t h e y  r e l a t e  r o  e a c h  o t h c r .  .  . , '  (  p .  5 0 ) .
W h l l c  s u c h  a  k n o v l e d g e  -  a  t y p i c a l  c o n c e r n  o f  S t A  -  l s  i m p o r t a n r ,
i t  1 s  s e r l o u s l y  d e f l c l e n t  v i t h o u t  a l s o  k n o w t n g  (  I  )  v h a t  e m p l r l c a l
r e a l l t l e s ,  l f  a n y ,  d o  t h e y  r e f e r  i b - , f  a n d  ( 2 ) -  w h o  h T J - u s e d  r h e s e
S y m b o l s ,  v h e n ,  h o w  a n d  f o r  r y h a l  p u r p o s e ( s ) ?

_  E q u a l i y  w o r r y i n g l y ,  r " r h e n  c o 4 s i d e r i n g  t h e  r o o t  m e a n i n g s  o f
( e . g ,  )  t h e  p l a n e t s  b y  " l o o k i n g  f o r  h o w  r h e y  \ r e r e  d e r i v e d  a r  r h e
b e g l n n l n g s  o f  a s t r o l o g y "  *  .  a n  t m p o r t a n t  h l s t o r l c a l  q u e s t i o n
h e  

' r e c o m m a n d s  
t w o  u t t e r l y  u n h i s t o r i c a l ,  e v e n  s l a p d a s h  ( e x r s :

C a r t e r ' s  Z o d i a c  a n d  t h e  S o u l  a n d  R u d y a r ' s  T h e  A s r r o l o q y  o f
P e r s o n a l i t v F

I  h a t  s a i d ,  I  d o n ' t  d o u b t  t h a t  S t A  w i l l  e o  o n  t o  b e t r e r
a n a l y s e s  o f  t h e  k i n d  i t  d o e s  v r e l l .  E u t  s o  f a r .  t h i r e  i s  n o  r e a s o n
t o  t h i n k  t t  s i g n a l s  a  m o r e ' h e l p f u l l  w a y  t o  s t u d y  o r  b e  i n v o l v e d
v i t h  a s t r o l o g y  t h a n  t h e  o t h e r  w a y s  I  h a v e  d i s c u s s e d .



 



<  r 1

r s  a  
' c u r a t i v e  

s c i e n c e .  " '  ( w e e f ' s ,  i 9 8 Z )
A  r e c e n r  b o o k  ( D r e y f u s  a n d  R a b i n o w  )  d l s c u s s e s  h o v  F o u c a u l t

v a s  i n f l u e n c e d  b y  ( n o  p r i z e s  f o r  g u e s s i n g )  s t r u c t u r a l l s m  a n d  h e r m -
e n e u t i c s  - ' c f .  5 r A  a n d  l l ^  -  a n d  h o w  h e  m o v c d . , b e y o n d , .  b o t h .
t o  " t h e  o n l y  m e t h o d  l e f t :  a  p r a g m a t l c a l l y  o r l e n t e d  h l s t o r l c a l  l n t e r -
p r e t a t i o n . "  l / h i l e  t h e r e  a r e  s t t l l  p r o b l e m s ,  a n d  I  a m  n o t  a n  e x p e r t
h e r e ,  t h i s  s o u n d s  v e r y  p r o n i s i n g .  ( F o r  a  n o t c  o n  F o u c a u l t ' s  c o n c e p t
o f  i d e o l o g y '  a n d  m o d e r n  a s t r o l o g y .  s e e  n y  l 9 8 Z b . )

O f  c o u r s e ,  h e  w a s  a l s o  
. c t r o n g l y  I n f l u e n c e d  b y  M a r x l s m  -  t o o

vas (  a  sub lec t  t o  en te r  i n t o  hc re ,  excep t  t o  say  t ha t - - fE -e - -? Inosau r
o f  o r { h o d o x  M a r x i s m - L e n i n i s m  (  t n c l u d i n g  t t s  s o p h t s t t c a t e d  A l t h u s s -
e r t a n  d r e s s i n g s )  a n d  r e l a t e d  v a r l a n t s  s u c h  a s  f o r c t b l c  ( a n d  s e l e c t -
i v e  i  e g a l i t a r i a n i s r n  a n d  s t a t c  s o c l a l l s r n ,  a r e  a l l  c l e a r l y  m o r e  o f
a  p r o b l e m  t h a n  s o i u t i o n .  N o n c t h e l e s s .  M a r x t s m  a s  a  t r a d l t l o n  a n d
o r r e n t a t l o n  i s  c l e a r l y  t h e  I n t e l l e c t u a l  s o u r c e  o f  F o u c a u l t ' s  c r l t l c a l
t m p u l s e ,  a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  ' c r i t i c a l  t h e o r y '  o f  H a b e r m a s .

W h e n  c o m b i n e d  w i t h  t h e  l i b e r a l - h u m a n t s t  t r a d l t l o n  o f  r e s p e c r
f c r  t he  i nd i v i dua l  ( r ega rd l esT - - -6T - t t rT iF *?T i ss  mcmbersh tp ) ,  t he
\ l a r x r s t  c r i t i c a l  i m p u l s e  i s  c r u c i a l  f o r  w h a t  r r e  n e e d .  O n i y  t h e n
: a n  a s t r o l o g y  b e c o m e  p a r t  o f  h u m a n  h l s t o r y ,  w h e r e  l t  b e l o n g s ;
. r  p a r r  o f  r h e  s t o r y  o f  h o w  h u m 6 a  b e i n g s ,  l n  a c t l n g  a n d  r e a c t l n g ,
h a ! e  m a d e  t h e i r  o v n  h i s ( o r v .

S r . r c h  a  h i s r o r y  w i l l  n e e a  a l l  t h e  p o s i t i v e  v l r t u e s  o f  a l l  t h e
f  c t r r  s c h o o l s .  W h a t  i t  m i g h t  d o  t s  h e  l p  t o  s h i f  t  l h e  s t u d y  o f  a s t r o -
l o g i ' .  f o r  t h o s e  p u r s u i n g  i t ,  i n t o  a  p o s i t l v e  r e l a t t o n  t o  o u r  v / l d e r
p r c b l e m s t  a n d  t o  m o v e  i t  a w a y  f r o m  b e i n g  a  c u l - d e - s a c  o f  m y s t i f t c -
a r  r o n  a n d  t r i v i a l i t y .

T h r s  m a y  s e e m  l i k e  a  d r o p  i n  t h e  b u c k e t .  O u r  c o l l e c t l v e  p r o b -
i e m s  a r e  s o  v a s t  -  n u c l e a r  p r o l i f e r a t i o n ,  a r m a m c n t s  s p e n d t n g  l n
t h e  h u n d r e d s  o f  b i l l i o n s  o f  p o u n d s ,  w i d e s p r e a d  s t a r v a t l o n  1 4 0  m i l l -
r o n  l a s t  y e a r  ) ,  a  d e t e r i o r a t i n g  e n v i r o n m € n t .  s u p p r e s s l o n  o f  h u m a n
r t g h t s  e v e r y w h e r e  a n d  r h e  r i s e  o f  . t h e  R l g h t  t n  t h c  W e s t e r - n .  w o r l d
. . . .  E . r e n  t h e  p r e s e n r  m a t e r l a l ,  s o c l a l  .  a n d  p o l l t l c a l  f r e c d o m s  \ ^ , e
o o  n a v e  a r e  n o  l o n g e r  " p e r r e n i a l  f a c t s  o f  t h q ,  h t s t c i r y  o f  m a n k i n d ,
t r u t  i r i s t o r i c a l  a d v a n c e s  w h t c h  c a n  e a s r l y  b e  l o s ( , '  (  R o s s l .  p . 2 7 Z l .
l n d e e d , g l r e n  t h e  s c a l e  o f  o u r  c r i s i s ,  r h e  r e a d e r  ( e s p e c t a i l y  t h e
n o n - a s t r o l o g e r  o r  s c h o l a r )  s h o u l d  b e  q u i c k l y  f o r g i v e n  f o r  w o n d e r -
l n g ,  

w h a t  j u s t i t i c a t i o n  c a n  t h e r e  b e  f o r  m e s s i n g  a b o u t  w l t h  a s t r o _
l o g v . t  a l l ?  -  a t  l e a s t .  w i t h  a n y  p r e t e n s e  a t  m o r e  t h a n  a m u s e m e n t
c r  d i v e r s i o n ?

T h a t  q u e s r i o n  i s  r h e  s e n s e  r n  v h t c h  t h l s  c r i t t a u e  l s  f l n a l l v
a n  . r p c r l a .  l t  s e e m s  t o  r n e  t h a t  a  g o o d  u n d e r s t a n d l n g  a n d  o p p . " a _
t a l r o n  o [  

_ a s r r o l o g y  c o u l d  c o n t r i b u t e  s o m e t h l n g  p o s l t t v i ,  a l b e l i ' o n l y
3  d r o p .  E a c h  o f  u s ,  f t n a l l y .  c a n  o n l y  c o n t i l b u t e  t h e , d r o p s , w e
h a v e :  a n d  i t  s e e m g  t o  m e  t h a t  i t  v o u l d  b c  a  w a 6 t e  f o r  t h o s e
a l r e a d y  l n  t h i s  a r e a  t o  u s e  w h a t  w e  k n o w ,  t o  h e l p  t r a n s f o r m  t t
[ o r  o t h e r s .  A s  f o r  a n y  o n l o o k e r s .  I  h o p e  t h l s  e s s a y  h a s  r c m l n d e d
y ? ,  o f  

.  s i m i l a r  p r o b l e r n s  i n  y o u r  a r e a .  a s  w c l l  a !  t n f o r m e d  y o u
a b o u t  t h e  s t r a n g e  w o r l d  o f  m o d e r n  a s t r o l o g y .  B e c a u s e  n o  o n e  l s
j u s l  a n  o n - l o o k e r  o n  t h e  l a r g e r  w o r l d ,  a n d  l t s  c r i s e s  -  o f  w h t c h
a s t r o i o g y ,  a n d  e v e r y  h u m a n  p r o J e c t ,  a r e  a  p a r t .

5 t t l l ,  t h e  s e n s e  o f  a p o r i a  r e m a i n s ;
d o  o r  s a y  l n  s o r n e  s t r a n g e  a m b l g u o u s
g i v e n  b y  t h e  m a n  v h o  w a s  o u t  w a l k l n g ,
b e h l n d  h i m .  W h e n  a s k e d  b y  s o m e o n e  w h y
h e  s a l d ,  " W e l l ,  y o u  t r y  p u s h i n g  l t . "

t h e  q u e s t l o n  o f  " v h a t  t o
t h i n g ,  ' '  I  l i k e  t h e  a n s \ r e r

p u l l i n g  a  p i e c e  o f  s t r i n g
h e  v a s  p u l l l n g  t h e  s t r i n g .

l * t r r
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Cor r lg lb le
Open to  cor rec t lon ,  espcc la l l y  by  ev ldence and/or  a rgumcnt .

C r l t l c a  I
U s e d  l n  t w o  s e n s c s :  (  I  )  w h e r e  a  h t g h  v a l u e  l g  p l a c e d  o n
a r g u m e n t  a n d  e v l d e n c e ,  l n c l u d l n g  ( o i  e s p e c t a l l y  )  y h e n  I t
c o n t r a d l c t s  h y p o t h e s e s  u n d e r  c o n s t d e r a t l o n ;  i 2 )  a g - t n  ' c r l i l c a l
t h e o r y '  - -  e s p c c l a l l y  t h a t  o f  t h e .  F r a n k f u r t  S c h o o l .  v h l c h
c o n s i d e r s  h o w  c o n c e p t s  a r e  g r o u n d r J , r  s o c r a l  r e a l t t y ,  a n d  a r d
o r  s u p p r e s s  e m a n c l p a t l o n ;  a l s o  h o w  p e o p l e  u n v t t t i n g l y  c o n t _
r l b u t e  t o  t h e l r  o w n  s u p p r e s s l o n .

Empl r i c lsm
The pos l t ion  tha t  knov ledge can be  reduced to  and/or  exp la lncd
b y  o b s e r v a b l e  p h e n o m e n a ;  b u t  c a n  a l s o  u s c d  t o  m c a n  ( e s p .
a s  ' e m p t r l c a l '  )  s l m p l y  l n c l u d t n g  a t t e n t l o n  t o  o b s e r v a b l e s .

Ep{s temology
The s tudy  o f  how peop lc  knov ,  how knowledgc  ts  poss lb le .

Hermeneut lcs
L t t e r a l l y ,  l n t e r p r e t a t l o n i  t h e  p h l l o s o p h l c a l  ' m e t h o d '  o f
H e l d e g g e r  a n d  G a d a m e r  ( p r o m i n e n t l y ) ;  g r e v  o u t  o f  p h e n o -
m e n o l o g y .

l lo ra ry  (as t ro logy)
t h e  a t t e m p t  t o  a n s l r e r  q u e s t { o n r  u r i n g  a  c h a r t  b a s e d  o n  t h e
t l m e  a n d  p l a c e  o f  p o s l n g  t h e  q u e s t l o n ;  a  p a r t  o l  t r a d l t l o n a l
a s t r o l o g Y .

I  d e a l l s m
A s s u m e g  t h e  p r i m a c y  o f  t h e  s u b J e c t  ( h l s / h e r  l d e a s ,  e i c .  ) ;
" e v e r y  c o n s t s t e n t  i d e a l l s m  t s  u l t l m a t e l y  e l t h e r  a  t h e l s m  o f
s o m e  s o r t  o f  a  s o l l p c i s m . "  ( S u c h t t n g )

M a  t e r l a  I  l s m
O p p o s i t l o n  t o  t d e a l l s m ;  . '  a s s u m e 5  t h e  p r l m a c y  o f  t h e  o b J e c t  a n d
l n  p a r t i c u l a r  t h e  m a t e r l a l  v o r l d  ( t r a d t t l o n a l  m . ) ,  t o  w h l c h
Marx is t  m,  vou ld  add,  the  economlc  and soc ta l  wor ld .

Methodo logy
K n o v l e d g e  o f  ( s c i e n t l f l c )  m c t h o d s .

Mundane (as t ro logy)
Draws conc tus lons  abou l  cvcn ts  and, /o r  th lngs  us lng  a  char t
r e l a t e d  t o  t h e i r  b e g l n n l n g .

Normat lvc
P e r t a i n l n g  t o  v h a t ' s h o u l d ' b c ,  a B  d l s t l n c t  f r o m  v h a t ' l s '
(  descr lp t l ve  )  .

Phenomenology
P h l l o s o p h t c a l  m e t h o d  ( e s p .  o f  H u s s c r l )  a t t e m p t l n g  t o  d l s c o v e r
hov  the  mtnd cons t l tu tc !  thc  vor ld ,  th rough care fu l  r t t cn t lon
to  p re-ana ly t l ca l  congc louanesa.

tha t  knou ledge can be  reduced to  and, /o r  based
l r . r e d u c i b l e  ' f l r s t  p r t n c l p l c a , ;  b u t  c a n  a l s o  b e( e s p .  ! s  ' r a t l o n a l ' )  r e a s o n l n g ,  u s l n g  a  l o g l c

R a t l o n a l l r m
The pos l l lon
on t  se t  o f
u s e d  t o  m e a n
of  some sor t ,
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R e a l  l s m
The pos l t ton  tha t  thc  t ru th / fa ls t ty  o f  be l te fs  shou ld  be  judged
by re fe rence to  fea tures  o f  the  ' rea l  wor ld '  usua l l y  opposed
t o  r e l a t i v t s m .  ( R e a l l s t l c  f a c t o r s  a r e  t h o s c  , r h o s e  e x t s r a n c e
l s  n o t  d e p e n d e n t  o n  b e { n g  k n o v n .  )

Ret fy
To tu rn  (conceptua l l y )  tha t  vh lch  ls  a  re la t lon  or  p rocess
l n t o  a  t h t n g .

Re l  a t l v tsm
The pos l t lon  tha t  the  t / f  o f  be l le fs  shou ld  be  Judged by  re f -
r e n c €  t o  t h e  s p e a k e r ' s  m i n d  a n d  c u l t u r e ;  u s u a l l y  o p p o s e d  t o
r e a  l i s m .

So l lpc lsm
Assum€s the  pr lmacy  o f  the  se l f ;  the  wor ld  as  onese l f .

S t ruc tura l  l sm
P h t l o s o p h l c a l ,  l l n g u i s t l c .  l l t e r a r y  a n d  a n t h r o p o l o g l c a l  m o v e m e n t
w h l c h  v a l u e s ' g t r u c t u r c '  a n d  d c - v a l u e s  s u b J e c t t v l t y ;  a t t e m p t s
to  d lscover  bas lc  hurnan s t ruc tu res  and/or  ana lyze  them in
order  to  c r l t l c l zc  assumpt lons  (esp .  pos t -s t ruc tu ra l l sm or
d e c o n s t r u c t t o n ,  a s s o c l a t e d  y t t h  D c r r i d a ) ;  a s s o c i a t e d  v t t h
R .  B a r t h e s ,  C .  L e v { - S t r a u s E ,  F .  d e  S a u s s u r e .

The lsm
A s s u m e s  t h e  p r i m a c y  o f  G o d ;  ( t e c h n i c a l l y  t h e l s m .  u n l i k e  d e i s m ,
a l s o  a c c e p t s  r c v e l a t l o n ) .
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